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, > 5 
iv) in the case of wheat flour, it shall not con- 
tain any substance which is not derived 
exclusively from wheat; © 
(v) in. the case of mustard ‘oil, it shall be derived 
exclusively from mustayl seed; and = 
(vi) in the case of any food notified by the Local 4 
Government under clause (f°), it shall fulfil ’ 
such conditions as may be prescribed by the i 
Local Government in regard to such food, , 
(2) No person shall, directly or indirectly, himself 
or by any other person on his behalf, sell, expose for 
sale. or manufacture or store for sale anything which ~ 
is similar to any of the articles specified in clauses (@), 
(b), (c).(d) and (¢) of sub-section (7) or to’any article 
notified by the Local Government under clause (J). 
of that sub-section, under a name which in, any way 
resembles the name of sich article, 


(3) In any prosecution under this section it shall 
be no defence to allege that the vendor, manufacturer 
or storer was ignorant of the hature, substance or 
quality of the article sold, exposed for sale, or manu- 
factured or stored for sale, by him. r 


(4) In any prosecution under this section the Court 
shall, unless and until the contrary ,is proved, pre- 
sume that any of the articles specified in clauses (a), (6), 
(c}, (d) and (é) of sub-section (1) or gr Bore notified 
by the Local Government under clanse (f) of that 

“snb-section’ found in the possession of a person 
who is in the habit of manufacturing or storing like 
articles for sale, has been manufactured or stored for 
sale by such person. . ‘ 


Julterante in pl : 
whee ghee, wheat in any manufactory, shop or place, in ¥ 


Hour, ett, are munt> lie, wheat flour, mustard oil or any 4 
by the Local Government under claus 
section (J) of section 6 is mannfa 
stance intended to be used for t 
such butter, ghee, wheat flour, mu 
article. ; cia 


” 

» 12) Lf any article capable of b 
in such manufactory, shop or p 
unless and until the contrary is 
un “A oeny paella this section 
to be used for the purposes of adu verition. 


Probibition ot ~— "FP, (1) No» person shall. keep or perm { 











Rectpsciee for 8. No.person sill sell or expose for sale any tin Or yr 
Ccndentel milk te te Other receptacle eoutaining candensed milk which has . a 
woarked. been separated or skimmed, unless such tin orreceptacle 
bears a label on which and on its wrapper (if 

any) it is clearly indicated, both in English and in 
Bengali, that the milk has been Berta. ‘is not 
suitable for feeding infants under one year of age. 


Analysis of foods © $ $0 
Power of purchaser = 9 ANY purchiser of an article of foo shall i ae 
food anit” entitled, on payment of such fee as the Local Gauane 5 Sa tein 
ment may nage have such article analysed 


* 







by the public analyst uppointed f ‘the area within ae 


. Which such article is pure and to receive from. Be, 
him a certificate, in the ae nanos in the Sched- ual 
ule to this Act, of the resnlt of his annlysis. 0). 22.) G0 


o 


fr has 
s 
aye 
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; ‘ } rae eae Ne +4 

asad (Chapter IL-—General Provisions.—Sections 10, 11.) 

ory ante of 10» (1) Any person duly authorised by the Local 

Ps grag, fe oe Government or by any local authority empowered 

Powe ot analysis. ‘hy the Local Government in this behalf, may require, 
A ' on tendering the price for it, the sale tohimduring , 

‘the process o ufacture, for the purpose of analysis, 

of such quantity of—~ ais 


(i) any food, or nt 


, / 
* ~  @) ss! SAE TR ‘used in the manufacture of 
; ood, 


as is reasonably requisite for division and disposal 

’ under section 11; and any person in possession.of the 
said food or ingredients shall be bound to sell such 
quantity. ’ 


(2) Any person dtily © authorised by the Local 
Government or by any local authority empowered 
by the Local Government in this ‘behalf, may also 
require the surrender to himself, for the purpose of 
analysis, of such quantity as is reasonably requisite 
for division and disposal under section 11, of any food 
which for the purpose of sale is— y 


(a) in course of transit in any local area, or 
(6) stored in any place in the said local urea ; 


and any person in passession of the said food shall be: 
bound to surrender such quantity : 


Provided that in every such case the price of the 
food so surrendered shall be payable from such fund 

hip Local Government may prescribe to the owner ° 
ood, if claimed by sueh owner within one 
om the date of the said surrender. 


person duly authorised by the Local 
i or by any local authority empowered by 
iovernment in this behalf, may also require, 

the price, the sale to him, for the purpose 
ach quantity of any food exposed or 
@pasds reasonably requisite fordivision 
section 11; andany person in posses- 

; the same for sale shall be bound to 














Procedure tor = 14. (8 Any purchaser, who wishes to have an 
analysis of food. of. alysed under section 9, and any per- 







ll, after the Farchaee has been completed, 
' forthwith notify to the seller, or his agent selling the 
. article, his intention to have the same analysed, and 
shall divide the article into three parts, to be then 
and there separated, and each part to be marked and 
sealed or fastened up in any manner which its 
nature will permit. ; ‘ 


~ (2) Lhe person purchasing the article or sa, 

' shall deliver one of the said parts to the seller or his 

ata nt, and shall retain another purt for future com- 

ska parison, and shall aay the remaining part to the 

ete." blic analyst appointed for the area where the article 
» is sold, hy es 
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(Chapter IL.—General Provisions —Sections 12,13.) 


(3) When any food is surrendered undet section : 
10, sub-section (2), the perce to whom itis surrender- © 
ed shall forthwith notify to the person in charge of aii: | 
the said food his intention to have the same anal l, Babe yar 
and shall thereupon deal with the food ‘so surrendered " 
in the manner provided in su ns (4) and (2). 








Inspection and seizure of food. = 
Powor to seize food 4, (1) Any person duly authorised in this behalf 


which ix believed to ri 

nlterated. by rule made under this Act may, at any time by day 

om by night, inspect and examine any food which is _ 
being manufactured for sale, or is in course of transit 
or stored for sale, or is hawked about or exposed for 
sale, and any utensil or vessel used for preparing, ‘ 
manufacturing or containing any such fo ; and no 
person shall offer resistance to, or obstruct, any such 
inspection or examinatio 3 


(2) If the person so authorised has reason. to be- 
lieve any such food to be adulterated, he may seize and 
remove such food, utensil or vessel in order that the 
same may be dealt with in accordance with the proyi- 
sions of section 13; and no person shall offer resistance 
to, or obstruct, any such seizure or removal. ; 


(3) The person authorised as aforesaid may, instead ¥ 

ol carrying away any food, utensil or vessel seized 
under sub-section (2), leave the same in such safe 
custody as he thinks fit in order that the same may be 
dealt with as provided in section 13; and no person 
shull remove such food, utensil or vessel from such 
euaieey, or interfere or tamper with the same in any 
way while so detained, he 


7 t 
(4) When any food is seized under su 
the person seizing it shall rate © 
quantity as is reasonably requisite for di 
posal for the purposes of this sub-se 
thereupon divide and dispose of sue 
manner provided in section 11, sub-s 
















Food, otc. selieed 13, (1) Any food, utensil or 
tae ee” tae Section 12, sub-section (2), shall, 
Magistrate. sions of sub-sections (3) and | 

taken as soon as may after, | 


Magistrate. 


(2) If it appears to the Magistrate” “4 

food is adulterated, or that any such utensil or vessel 

is used for preparing, manufacturing or containing the 

same, he shall cause the food, utensil or vessel 

to be forfeited to the local authority for the area 

in which the seizure has taken place, in order that — i 
it may be destroyed or otherwise disposedof by that = 

authority, at the cost of the person in whose p Rete t 






sion it was at the time of its seiz Dat eeu nosh os f 
aa ee ‘iad eapousd ander’ | 









Apes ills # 

’ (8) If it appears to the Magistrate that any 
food is not adulterated, or thee Bf P aatT cor. 
vessel is not used for preparing, manu cturing or 
containing the same, the person fram 1ose shop or 

: lace the. food, utensil or v £ taken 


entitled to have it restored to him, 
. x 


ty) 


SIRAy ait aldy Qieaeeaee lie Sos SANTA ' 


a (COhapler 1t—Gonera Provisions —Stetions 14-18.) 


A) a in the Prather the siuligte to award to such 
ii person from such fund as the Local Government may 
toes breseribe in. is behalf, such compensation, notexceed- 
@r Bow ing the actual joss which he has Sustained, as the 
ees Magistrate may think Proper. : 
si / , S A » 
ae ; Miscellaneous. : 


s ty of publi ae (1) Every public analyst to whom any articlé 
; anilnt cal of food has been submitted for analysis under this Act, 
‘shall deliver to the on so submitting it a certificate 

‘ss jn the form prescribed in the Schedule to this Act, 

® epbcltvicig the result of his analysis, and shall senda 

; copy of the same to the local authority concerned. 
ais  *-. (2) Any document purporting to be such certificate 
ath - signed by a public analyst shall be sufficient evidence 
i in any inquiry, trial or proceeding under this Act of 
4 the result of such ana lysis : 


: Provided that any Gourt before which a case a 

; i be pending under this Act, whether exercising origina 
ss appellate or revisional jurisdiction, may, of its own. 
motion, or at the uest either of the accused or the 
complainant, cause any article of food to be sent for 

s analysis to the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, 
: _ or any other officer whom the Loeal Government may 
appoint in this behalf, who shall thereupon analyse 
the same and réport the result of such analysis. to 
the said Court, and the said report shall be admissible 
in evidegee in such Court. The expense of such 
- analysis shall be paid by the accused or the com- 
| plainant as the Court may, by order, direct. 


prosecution for any offence Salle this Act 
ituted without the order or consent in 
édocal authority bese whose jurisdic- 
ice is committed. 











gistrate whose powers are less than 
ae of the second class shall try any 
th ch. 


pons shall issue for the attendance 
cused of an offence under this Act 
applied for within thirty days from 
ich the order or consent referred to 
have been made or given. 


i feat realised under this Act in any 
{to which all or any of the sections of this 
¢ tended, and all other sums, if an 

Pile datsie _ which the Local vernment direct to be utilized 
pie Be for the PURPOSES | ia Act, shal be credited— — 





(i) to the ma | fund, if the local area be 
ith: Penta of any Municipality ; ; 
(ii) to t ‘cantonment fund, if the local area be 
withi) limits of any Cantonment ; 
(iti) to whe Ailes fund, if the local area be 
mraereeticdon ofany District Board ; 


re 


Go) to such Fis 2 the Local Government may 
: direct, in nid case of any other local area. 


* 
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(Chapter IL—Gineral. Provisions—Chapter IIT —_ 


Penalties.—Sections 19—21.) 


* Certain to 19. Every person authorised under section 12 
be deena publi shall be detuien to be a public servant within the 
meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 


Power of Local 20, (1) The Local Governmeft may, subject to the 
Government © ™k° condition of previous publication, make rules to carry 


out the purposes’ of this Act. 


(2) In: particular, and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing power, the om Govern- 
ment may make rules— 


(a) determining what deficiencies in or additions 
to any article of food, the normal consti- 
tents of which have been declared under 
section 4, shall raise the presumption that 
such article is not genuine or is injurious to’ 
health; 2 


_ (6) prescribing the proportion of non-fatty solids 
and of fat which must be contained in milk 
sold, exposed for sale or stored for sale ;’ 


(c) prescribing the maximum proportion of, water 
which’ may be contained in butter sold, 
exposed for sale or stored for sale ; f 


(d) prescribing the conditions to be fulfilled by 
any food notified by the Local Government 
anaes clause (f') of sub-section (1) of sec-! 

on 6; sls 


. (e) providing for the appointment 
Government, or by any | 
empowered by the Local 
this behalf; of persons to 
and to exercise the 

' section 10, or section 12; 









(f) preseribing the fees to be 
analyst for analysing 
this Act ; and. ; 


(g) prescribing the funds to 
sams shall be credited 
of section 18, — 


» OHAPTER IIL. 


PENALTIES. +“ 
Panalties. 21. Whoever contravenes any of the ita 
of this Act mentioned in the Feet Boek at tee 


following table shall be punished, for a first offence, 


with fine to the extent mentioned in that behalf”. 


in the third column of the said table fi on 
i gis hes — with fine orimprsoment 
oo 1 @ arian mentioned et fourth 


aa 
Bas 
} 4 . 















. ha 






se hn Expla 
Bost aed of the folk 
Sy STEN ie _ antended nitio 

PRoewies isch « BHO ons mentioned in the first column, or 
- even as abstracts of those provisions; but are inserted 
‘ merely as eferenges to the weabjoct thereot — ia 








4 





of adulterated Two hundred | One thousand 










Section 5, | Sale, ote, 
sub-sec- food. 
tion (1). 







Segtion 6, | Gale, 







Of milk, butter,| Ditto... ttos 
sub-seo- | ghee, nt ‘flour, mustard | . 7 
tion (2). oil or — 5 ae which | 
.: is not the prescribed 
auality.. 





One hundred | Five hundred 
rupees. rupees, or 





16; | Sale, etc,, of artioles similar 
uc | | to milk, butter, ghee, etc. 





Ditto” ...| Five bondred 


Two aticed, One thousand 
rupees. | _ rupees. 


sob-epc. articles of “food required 
ey @), no tas ro 
an 








change had taken ite cnn a he as 
Git fore withthe seal . 


Cai ea iota satetemes — 


‘ aw) 
Reet a M. HUTCHISON, 
: ve i 
Z, 
i 
y 
Me 
sy! 
i 
h : 
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Fy Ree 
ni ee 
ie ‘ 
= 
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@ Bills introduced in the Bengal Legislative Council, Reports 

oper of Select Committees presented or to he presented in 

a that Council, and Bilis published before introduction 
in that Council. 





a 


_ GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE \ DEPARTMENT, 


eh ee ape 
alcutla, the dth J 1919 The following Bill was 
_ Legislative Couneil on the 3rd July, 1919, and is 
mation, together with the Statement of Objects and 
SUBURBAN POLICE (AMENDMENT) 
. BILL, 1919. 
A 
eeiae® ’ = og 
BILL 
furkhonde sisi Calewtta Police Act, 1866. and 
the. eae Police Act, 1866. 










HEREAS it ne ent farther to amend. the Cal- Ben are 
eutta Police — 66, and the Galeutta Suburban — Ben. Act 11 
Police Act, 1 6, Ya manner hereinafter appearing; 1°. 


Se is hereby bg yp as follows :— _ 


he _ ‘This Act ma sila called the Ousevta ard Subur- 
is ‘on Police (Ament iment) tat 1919, 





ae ~ 


a ens A 
& ap. 






Ben. Act IV of 
1864,» 10, and Ben. 
het that i836, a. 4, 







re ea ; Berit a “als os cicabdlicles os. by pene & Re 
Pf sere nota feicint ‘Act, 186 Ree (oon Aer Tv 
ban Police Act, 1866 ean Act IL of 1866). ; we 

2. Under section 9 of the ( 
the Caleutfa Suburban Eoin Act, the Commissioner of 
subject to the approbatio; the it, 
regulations relative to the 
of the term “ approbation : 
— be held to woquine each ‘dividual rdei sslating 

nit errant eet: submit ; ; 
by the Commissioner of P Poli 

; it is therefore propo 
ge ” the term “ 


















to 
his rovision * 
of ditieal similar to 
te miro clause 3 
is now 
the Gaeta Ate ‘f e ‘the 
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fo. 
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“petention and cour. 
‘of treatment of ans 
male at infirmaries. 
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25. UD), Whiet aa 
pag He sub-see | 
se 

ee ape pee 


Be 

































iv args! (2) Th cat oe 

mee of the animal” an ane 

¢ the owner of the a 
rates as the - 


to time, prescribe cs 


‘ (8) Tf the owner : 
wo 5 :00mb; or, to remove Sage 
officer in ch of 
- officer may ditect. hee hist 
_ proceeds of the oe be 
, such cost. 
eo ely Bi y 4) The surplus, i any, 0 
es ue pn application to i 
two months after thé date 
_ *but the owher 
; at ta exces: 


eat : (6) If no application is nyt 
5 + ae a FE Pei 
under sa on (4), these ; 
pease shy in such mammer as th ae Go 
ae, prescribe = rales mae under section 80 


¥ r 
Led ANS 


watering or unm: , 26. (1) When. any: Magistrates “o 
anitualy. “sioner of Police, has reason to belie 
:- _) against this Act bas been comm 
. ory: the Magistrate or the C 
direct the immediate de Ht 


; - n his opinion, i ab 
js ick ol direction thot 


(2) When any ¢ 
rdance with — 

infirmary may dir -immedia 
the animal, yi He se st 


as to render such direction 
it to be permanently 














on, on demand, declines 


or givessa name and = 
reason to believe to be 


‘pemin ts tot resident in” 
d shail-he secured by a surety ee 
tish India. DST} oR * x i 


SSE Re a eae 
Ps wank gg from the Base: 
ath 0 exer cu tar thea + ¥ se ores ORL kaye 
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Fa 
pile 
ee h) for regulating 
- i -{ “ot a 
Delegation 31. The Local 
Is such \oatiottone as they ‘cor 
wers conferred son tn 
hd: of this Act to any x 
a rity section 16, in exerci 
gated to it under section. rth thy deeme 
i . appointment made under th Act by white 
- authority is: constituted, 3 
Limitation of time 3B, AD 
_Ferprowscations. "shall. not, be. insti 
= months’ from the. 
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{ the Society for the ie 
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Clause 22. 


This clause empowers any police-Officer or any other person authorized 
‘by the Local Government to an animal when an offence under this Act 


is believed to have been committed upon it and to produce the same before a 
_ Veterinary Inspector for examination. ~ 
ata is ; 


%~ Clause 23. 


‘This clause gives power to Veterinary Inspectors to examine animals 
and to send them to an infirmary for treatment and care, if necessary. 


‘Clause 24. 
The Magistrate before whom a prosecution under this Act has been 


instituted is also empowered to send animals to an infirmary. This clause 
corresponds to section 6 (3) of Act XI of 1890. 


Clause 265. 


This clause is based on the provisions of section 6 (3), (4), (6) and (6) of 
Act XI of 1890, but power has been taken to detain an unfit animal in an 
infirmary till it is again fit for work. 


~ 


r Ee, Clause 26. 
4 > 
Sub-clause (1) reproduces section 10 of Act XI of 1890. 


ead, Sub-clause (2) gives power to the officer in charge of an infirmary to 
éstroy an animal if its sufferings are so great as to justify its destruction, or 
i unfit for work owing to old age or some incurable disease. 


awse (3) is based on section | of the English Statute 7, dw. 7, 

orizes any police-officer to kill an injured or diseased animal on 
the certifitate of a Veterinary Inspector appointed under this Act for the 
area in which the animal is found. 











2 Clause 27. : 

~ Yhich is based on section 1 of Bengal Act I of 1869, gives 
ber to arrest offenders without a warrant and to release 

h in some cases are to be secured by one or more 


me a Clause 28. 

- This clause reproduces the provisions of section 7A of Act XI of 1890 
and confers power on police-officers not below the rank of Sub-Inspector to 

search and seize in respect of certain offences. 


Clause 29. ; 
._ This clause isebased on section 8 of Act XI of 1890 and gives power to 
Magistrates of the first class and the Commissioner of Police to enter and 


search a place where certain offences are suspected to have been committed 
orto issue search warrants for this purpose. ; 


: Clause 30. ‘ 
* This clause-gives power to the Local Government to make rules.to carry 
out the p ses of the Act. Sub-clawse (2) (a) takes power to prescribe 
load limits for draught cattle by rules, and swb-clause (2) (d) will enable rules 


to be made regarding the notice to be given to an owner before disposal of 
- Toads under clause 21. ; . 


+ F 7 Cr Clause 31, y ~ 
z ~ This clause enables the Local Government to delegate their powers 
under clauses 14, 15, 16 and 20 to any person or local authority. 


. “a , Clause 32, | 
aie - This clause provides that an appointment made by a local authority 


~- shall be milbyect to the same incidents as an appointment »made under the 
— Act by which the local authority is constituted. : 


tases. 
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This claase prescribes a period of limitation for prosecutions under the 
proposed Act. it reproduces the provisions of section 9 of Act XT of 1890 
and section 5C of Bengal Act I of1869. Wi os elt eae nt ates oe 


= 


ia Clause 34. @  ~ , tae 
This clause declares the persons appointed under clauses 16, 17, 19 or 22 


to be public servants, Ns big 
Clause 36. id . “Se 
This clause supplies the necessury safeguard in respect of actsdone in — 
good faith under the proposed Act by persons who are public servants. AS 
Clause 36. 


This clause will enable a local authority to whom power is delegated 
under clause 31 to meet the expenses incidental thereto from its own funds. 
Clause 37. 


This clause empowers the Local Government to provide for the per- 
formance of the functions of the Commissioner of Police when the proposed 
Act is extended outside Calcutta, 


H. WHEELER, 
Member-in-cha 
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A. M. Hf 


Secy. to the Govt. 
Secy. to the Bengal Legislati: 
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(2) To the said ice 4 10 ) of the © C 
net said be ade, name 4 of the Suburban 
: namely 
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PART IV. 





Bills introduced la the Bengal Laptelnahe Council, Reports 
of Select Committees presented or to he presented in 
that Council, and Bills published before introduction 
in that Council, 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL... 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


NOTIFICATION. 


, dated Calcutta, the 10th November 1919.—His Excellency 
ving been pleased to order, under rule 31 (2) of the Bengal 
912, the publication of the following Bill, together with 
sts and Reasons which accompanies it, in the Calcutta 
} Statement of Objects and Reasons are accordingly 
general information. It is proposed to introduce the 
of the Bengal Legislative Council to be held on the 19th 











THE EASTERN FRONTIER RIFLES (BENGAL 
BATTALION) BILL, 1919. 


CONTENTS. 


CLAUSE. 


roe title, local extent and commencement. 

al." 

De nitions, 

Appointment and discharge. 

Classes and rank of riflemen. 

Heinous offences. 

Other offences, including acts prejudicial to 
good order and discipline. 

Minor offences and punishments. 

Manner of imprisonment. 

Powers of Commandants and Assistant Com- 
mandants for inquiring into | offences under 
this and other Acts. 

ll. Privileges of Commandants and Assistant 

Commandants. 
12° Power of Local Government to make rules, 


THE SCHEDULE. 


alee at ad et ad 


See 
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THE EASTERN FRONTIER RIFLES (BENGAL 
BATTALION) BILL, 1919. © 


[Nores.—(1) Alterations which it is proposed to make in the existing 
law are, a8 far as possible, underlined. 


(2) The figures “1912, jn the margin mean the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Military Police Act, 1912 (K. B. aud A. Act Tifvof 1912).] 


: A 
BILL 
lg amend the law relating to the Regulation of the 
Shes Bewaat Hartston 
WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the law relating 


to the maintenance of discipline among riflemen ; 


And whereas the previous sanction of the Governor 
Genetal has been obtained wader section 79, sub-sec- 


tion (2), ol the Government of India Act, 191o, to the yet t Geo. 
passing of this Act; ‘eo 


It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


Short title,loat 1. (1) This Act may be called the Eastern Frontier for 1912, s. 
extent at °™ Rifles (Bengal Battalion)Act, 1919 ; a 

(2) It extends to the whole of Bengal ; and 

(3) It shall come into force on such day as the Local 


Government may, by notification in the Caleutta . 
. — 
Gazette, direct. ; 


, 








Repeal. 2. The Eastern Bengal and Assam M Li 
Act, 1912. is hereby repealed. 


Definitions, 3. In this Act, unless there is anything 


in the subject or context— 


(1) “active service” means service at outposts or 
against hostile tribes or other persons in the 
field; 


(2) “Commandant” or“ Assistant Commandant” - 
means a person appointed by the Docal 
Government to be a Commandant or an 
Assistant Commandant of the Eastern 


Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion), herein- 
after referred to as i battalion ; 
eet 
(8) “ District Magistrate” includes a Deputy 
Commissioner and the Superintendent of 
the Chittagong Hill-tracts ; ‘ ie, 
(4) “rifleman” means a police-officer appointed ; 
“ander section 7 of the Police Act, 1861, Who yo y5¢2 
x has signed the statement in the Schedule to 
this Act in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act, and includes a Military 
Police-officer appointed under the Bengal 


Military Police Act, 1892, or the Assam }2t}83. 
Military Police Regulation, 1890, or the ‘JV of 1800 


Eastern Bengal and. Assam Militay Police: eg end of 
eye ee im 


\ 


E. B, and A... 
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The Eastern Frontier. Rifles (Bengal Battalion) 
Bill, 1919. 
x (Clauses 4—6.) 


| (6) “ superior officer” means, in relation to any 
rifleman,— 


(a) guy officer of a higher class than, or 
of a higher grade in the same class 
us, himself, and . 


(b) any Assistant Commandant, Com- 
mandant or District Magistrate ; 


(6) the expressions “ reason to believe”, “ criminal 

force”, “assault”, “fraudulently” and 

“voluntarily causing hurt” have the mean- 

. iv ings assigned to them respectively in the 
Indian Penal Code. 


. ‘ 

Appointment ._ @ (1) Before a_ police-officer appointed under 
and discharge. 
this Act, the statement in the Schedule Shall be read 
and, if necessary, explained, to him, in the presence of 
a Magistrate, Commandant or Assistant Commandant, 
. and shall be signed by him in acknowledgment of its 

having been so read to him. : 


(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 
9 of the Police Act, 1861, a rifleman shall not be 
entitled to be discharged except in accordance with 


the terms of the statement which he has signed under 
this Act. ‘ 


Classes and 5. There may be-all or any of the following classes 
rank of riflemes. of riflemen, who shall take rank in the order men- 
Lio ; namely :— ° 


=f. 8 Subadars-Major, 










(iv) Havildars-Major, 

| (wv) Havildars, — 

(vi) Naiks, 

(vit)’ Buglers and sipahis, 


and such grades in each class as the Local Government 
may, from time to time, direct, 


aon : ee 
Heinons offences. 6. A rifleman who— 


. (@) begins, excites, causes or joins inany mutiny 
- or sedition, or, being present at any mutiny 
or sedition, does not use his utmost endea- 
vours to suppress it, or, knowing or having 
réason to believe in the existence, of any 
" mutiny or sedition, does not without delay 

* give information thereof to his Commanding 
or other superior officer; or 


(b) uses, or attempts to use, criminal force to, or’ 
commits an assault on, his superior officer, 
knowing or having reason. to believe him to 

‘ be such, whether on or off duty; or | 


, (c) shamefully abandons or delivers up any gurri+ 
: son, fortress, post or guard which is com- 
my mitted to his charge’ or which it is his duty 

> to defend; or i / 
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Act XLV of 
60. 


of. 1912, 


. section 7 of the Police Act, 1861, is enrolled under ™ 0+ 1991. 


; bY: 1912, 
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Bill, 1919. 


(Clause 7.) 


(d) in the presence of an enemy or of any person 
in urms against whom it is his duty to act, 
shamefully casts away his arms or his am- 
munition, or intentionallygases words or any 
other means to induce any other rifleman to 


abstain from acting against the enemy, or 
any such person, or to discourage such officer 
from Rate against the enemy or such 
person, or who otherwise misbehaves; or 


(e) directly or indirectly holds correspondence 
with, or communicates intelligence to, or 
assists, or relieves, any enemy or person in 
arms against the State, or Saites to discover 
serie | to his Commanding or other + 
superior oflicer any such correspondence or 
communications coming to his knowledge ; 
or 


(f) directly or indirectly assists or relieves with 
money, victuals or ammunition, or know- 
ingly harbours or protects, any enemy or 
person in arms against the State; or 





who, while on active service,— 
(g) disobeys the lawful command of his-superior 
officer ; or 
(h) deserts or attempts to desert the service; or 
(%) being a sentry, sleeps at his post, or quits it 


without being regularly relieved or without 
leave ; or 









(7) without anthority leaves his Com 
Officer, or his post or party, to go 
of plunder; or 


(k) quits his guard, picquet, party or pat 
out being regularly relieved or wit 
leave ; or : 


(/) uses criminal force to, or commits an assault 
on, any person bringing provisions or other 
necessaries to camp or quarters, or fo 
a safeguard, or without authority’ break 
imto any house-or any other place for 
plunder, or plunders, destroys or damages , 
any property of any kind; or 


(m) intentionally causes or spreads a false alarm 
: in action, camp, garrison or quarters; 


shall be punished with transportation for life, or with 
imprisonment which may extend to fourteen years to 
which a fine not. exceeding five hundred rupees may 
be added, or with a fine not exceeding five hundred 


rupees. ‘ ; 
wa offences, 7 A rifleman who— Fr a 
pre. 


ne ; 
ae (a) is in a state of intoxication when on or detailed 
for any duty, or on parade, or on the line of 
march; or | ti Ms 
(b) strikes, or forces or attempts to fo 
sentry; or — : “th iret ae 


> | 
a4 
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Bill, 1919. 
(Clause 7.) 


(c) being in command of a guard, picquet or 
patrol, refuses to receive any prisoner duly 
committed to his charge, or, whether in 

Oy such @mmand,or not, releases any prisoner 
without proper authority or negligently 
suffers any prisoner to escape ; or 


(d) being deputed to any guard, picquet or patrol, 
quits it without being regularly relieved or 
without leave ; or 


(e) being in command of a guard, picquet, or 
patrol, permits gamblin a or. other behaviour 
prejudicial to good order and discipline ; 
or, 


(f) being under arrest or in confiuement, leaves 
his arrest or confinement before he is set at 
liberty by proper authority ; or 


(g) is grossly insubordinate or insolent to his 
superior officer in the execution of his 
oflice ; or 


(h) refuses to superintend or assist in the making 
of any field work or other military work of 
any description ordered to be made either 
in quarters or in the field; or 


(i) strikes or otherwise ill-uses any rifleman 
subordinate to him in rauk or position; or 


(j) being in command at any post or on the march 
» and receiving a complaint that any one 
under his command has beaten or otherwise 
maltreated or oppressed any person, or has 
committed any riot or trespass, fails, on 
pape of the truth of the complaint, to have 
ue reparation made as far as possible to the 
injured person and to report the case to the 
proper authority ; or 


#) designedly or through neglect injures or loses 
or frandulently tor without ye authority 

> disposes of his arms, clothes, tools, equip- - 
ment, ammunition, accoutrements or other 
necessaries, or any such articles entrusted 
to him or belonging to any other person ; or 


(1) malingers, feigns or produces. disease or 

, infirmity in himself, or intentionally delays 
his cure or aggravates his disease or 
infirmity ; or 


(am) with intent to render himself or Aaty other . 
. ; pein unfit for service, voluntarily catises 
urt to himself or any other person ; or 
(n) commits extortion, or without proper author- 
' ity exacts from any person carriage, 
porterage or provisions ; or 


; “(o) Gerkanedly or through neglect kills, injures, 
ia makes away with, ill-treats or loses his 
. horse, or any animal used in the public 

<f cag 7 OP. 
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The Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion) 
Bill, 1919. 


(Clauses 8, 9.) ; ‘ 
who, while not on active service,— 


(p) disobeys the lawful command of his superior 
officer ; or i 


o 
(g) plunders, destroys or damages any property of 
any kind; or ; 


(r) being a sentry, sleeps at his ‘post or quits it 
‘ without being regularly relieved or 
without leave ; or 


(s) deserts or attempts to desert the service ; or 


(4) neglects to obey any battalion or other orders, 
or commits any act or omission prejudicial 
to good order and discipline, such act or 
omission not constituting an offence under 
the Indian Penal Code or any other Act in weit XLY of 


force in Bengal, . 


shall be punished with imprisonment for a term 7 
which may extend to one year, or with a fine not 
exceeding two hundred rupees, or with both. 


Minor, offences 8. (1) A District Magistrate or a Commandant, or, iY 1912, 
and punishmen\*. subject to the control of the Commandant, an ®Assist- ** , 
: ant Commandant, and, subject to the same control, an 

officer not below the rank of a Jamadar commanding 

a separate detachment or an outpost or in temporary 

command of the battalion at the head-quarters of a 

district during the absence of the District Magistrate, 
Commandant and Assistant Commandant, may, with- 
out w formal trial, award to any bugler or s¢ i 
who is subject to his authority, any of the fo 
punishments for the commission of any petty 0 
against discipline, which is not otherwise p 
foy in this Act, or which is not of a sufficien 
rious nature to call‘for a prosecution before a Ori 
Court, that is to say— 


(a) imprisonment to the extent of seven days in 
the quertepueere or such other place as 
may be considered ‘suitable, with forfeiture 
of pay and allowances, during its continu- ’ 
ance ; 


(b) punishment drill, extra guard, fatigue or other “~ 
duty, not exceeding thirty days in duration 
with or without confinement to lines ; 

(c) forfeiture of pay and allowances for a period 
not exceeding one month. ‘ 


(2) Any of these punishments may be awarded 


separately or in combination with any one or more of 
, the others, } 









ney im- 9. Any rifleman sentenced under this Act to {%: 1912, » 

imprisonment fora period not exceedi.g three months *) ~ 
shall, when he is also dismissed from the police force, 
be imprisoned in the nearest or such other jai] as the 
Lbcal Government may, by general or special order, 
direct, bat, when he is not also dismissed from that 
force, he may, if the convicting court or the District 
Magistrate so directs, be confined in the quarter-guard 

‘ or such other pigee as the court or Magistrate may 
consider suitable. , 


¥ 
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The Hastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal: Battalion) 
Bill, 1919, . 
(Clauses 10—12.) “ 


Powets of Com. 10. Notwithstanding anything contained in the {12 «. 
panes Oem. Police Act, 1861, or in uny other enactment for the of 1861, 
wiring into tune being in force, the Local Government may invest 
offences | under any Commandant or Assistant Commandant with the 
, Acts, powers of a Magis®ate of any class for the purpose 
of inquiring into or trying any offence committed by 
a rifleman and punishable under the Police Act, 1861, 
or tifis Act, and any offence committed by a rifleman 
figainst the person or property of another rifleman 
and punishable under any section of the Indian Pena 
Code or of any other Act in force in Bengal. ‘ act XLV of 


Privileges of 11. A Commandant or Assistant Commandant shall Lg, ‘ale, 
Commandants be entitled to all the privileges which a police-ufficer ~ mI 
Commandants. hag under sections 42 and 43 ofthe Police Act, 1861, vy ot aset. 

section 125 of the Indian Evidence Act, 2, and 7 of 1872. 

under any other enactment for the time being in force ; 
and shall, subject to such rules as the Local Govern- 
ment may from time totime make in this behalf, 
exercise all the powers of.a District Superintendent of 
Police within the meaning of the Police Act, 1861. 


. ; 
Power of Local 12. The Local Government may, as regards the fY; . 12, 

ovens NG val make such orders and rules, consistent with * '*/ 

this. Act, as they think expedient, relative to the 

several matters respecting which the Inspector-General 

of Police, with the approval of the Local Government, 

may as regards the police force, frame orders and rules 

under section 12 of the Police Act, 1861. V of 1861. 
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The Kastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion) 
Bill, 1919. , 


. (The Schedule.) 
THE SCHEDULE. ©. 
STATEMENT. 
(See sections 3 dug 4.) 


After you have served for three years in the Hast- 


ern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion), you may, at any + 
time when not on active service, apply for your dis-- 
charge, through the officer to whom you. may be 
subordinate, toa Commandant of the battalion, or to 
the Magistrate of the district in which you may be 
serving ; and you will be granted your discharge after 
two months from the date of your application, unless 
your discharge would cause the vacancies in the 
battalion to exceed one-tenth of the sanctioned 
strength; in that case you must remain until this 
objection is waived by competent authority or re- 
moved. But when on active service you have no 
claim to a discharge and you must remain and do your 
duty until the necessity for retaining you in the batta- 
lion ceases, when you may make your application } 
the manner hereinbefore prescribed. In the event of 
your re-enlistment after you have been dischargeds, 
you will have no claim to reckon for pension or any 
other purpose your service previous to your discharge. 


Signature of officer in 
acknowledgment of 
the above having 
been read to him. 

Signed in my presence 
after 1 had ascertain- 
ed that A. B. under-$ Magistrate, Co 
stood the purport of ant or Assistan 
what he signed, J mandant. 
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“STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 


The object of this Bill ig to remove the anomaly at present involved 
in the application of the Baste i. Bengal and Assam Military Police Act, 1912 
(£. B. and Assam Act IIL of 1912), which was intended for the combined 
Eastern Bengal and Assam Military Police force, to two distinct forces 
in Bengal and Assam, which have. ‘taken tlie place of that force, since 
the re-constitution of territories in 1912, and to make the Act applicable to the 
existing Presidency of Bengal, The Act originally extended to HKastern 
Bengal and Assam. In 1914 it was extended to Western Bengal by the 
Bengal Laws Act,1914 (Ben. Act I of 1914), section 4, Sch. IT, and by section 6, 
Sch. IV, of that Act the Bengal Military Police Act, 1892 (V of 1892) 
which-was previously in force in Western Bengal, was repealed in that 
urea. No changes of sPultenes are proposed by the Bill, but the necessary 
verbal alterations have been made, and as these are numerous, it has been 
considered advisable to repeal and re-enact the Act of 1912. The oppor- 
tunity has been taken to change the designation of the “ Bengal Military 
Police” to the * Kastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion)”. The Ad- 
‘ministration of Assam has also a similar bill under consideration, 


NOTES ON CLAUSES. 


Clause 2 repeals the Eastern Bengal and Assam Military Police Act, 
1912, which the proposed Act is intended to supersede in Bengal. . 

Clause 3.—Owing to the change of designation referred to in the 
Statement of Objects and Reasons, the word ~ riflemau ” has been used in 
sub-clause (4) of this clause instead of the expression “ Military Police 
Officer", and a similarchange has been made throughout the Bill. 

Clause 6.—In sub-clause (d) after the word “enemy”, in the last two places 
where it-occurs, the words “ orany such person” and “or such person”. 
respectively, which appear to have been unintentionally omitted from 
the existing Act; have been inserted. For a similar reason the words “ enemy 
or” have been inserted before the words “person in arms” in sub-clause 
(e) of this clause, < 


H. WHEELER, 
Member-in-charye. 


J. F. GRAHAM, 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, Legislative Dept. 
and Secy. to the Bengal Legislative Council. 
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Bills introduced in the Bengal Legislative Council, Reports 
of Select Committees presented or to he presented in 


that Council, and Bilis published hefore introduction 
int Council, 





GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 


NOTIFICATION. 


No. 19181, dated the 18th December, 1919.—The following report of the 
Select Committee, which was presented to the Bengal Legislative Council 
on the I8th December, 1919 (with the Bill as amended by the Committee) 
is hereby published for general information :— 


e 


REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS BILL, 1919. 


We, the undersigned Members of the Select Conimittee, to°which the 


Papers No, 1,—(1) Lotter, dated the 16th September, 1919, from the 
Jommissioner of Polive, Calcutta, j 
me) Lotter, dated the 25th September, 1919, from the/Honorary Secretary, 
British lodian Association, 4 F 
(3) Letter, dated the 14th October, 1919, from the Honorary Georctary, 
Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European Association. 
(4) Letter No, 3574, dated the 15th October, 1919, from the Secretary, 
Bengal Ohamber of Commerce, ; 
(5) Leiter No. 1699, dated the 14th October, 1919, from the Secretary, 
European Avsociation, Caloutta Branch. 4 
(6) Letter, dated the 11th October, 1919, from the, Secretary,s Ladian 
Association. 
(7) Lotver No. 69, dated the 14th October, 1919, from the ‘Prosident, 
Marwari Association. 
(8) Letter No. 7825, dated the 14th October, 1919, from the Secretary, 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in Caleutta. 
(9) Letter No, 8.3018, dated the 16th October, 1919, from the Obair- 
man of the Corporation of Calcutta, with enclosure, 
(10) Letter No. C. M. 16, dated the 17th October, 1919, from the 
Secretary, Calcutta Trades Association, 
Papers No, 2,—Letter No. 398, dated the 27th October, 1919, from the 
Honorary Secrowry, Bengal National Charaber of Commerce, ; 
Papers No. 8—-Letwr No. 3197, dated the 31st October, 1919, from 
the Offy. Chairman, Corporation of Calcutta. 
Papers No. 4.—Lettor, dated the 17th November, 1919, from the 
Honorary Sevretary, Bengal Landholders’ Association. 
Papers No. 5.—Letier, dated the 30th November, 1919, from the 
Secretary, Indian Muslim Association. 
Papers Ne. 6.—Letter, dated the 80th November, 1919, from the 
Honorary Secretary, Central National Muhammadan Association. ‘ 


important alterations are explained below. 


the 


— 
THE CALCUTTA 


Bill. to congélidate 
and ~ amend — the 
law relating to the 
prevention of cruelty 
to - animals in’ 
Calcutta was refer- 
‘ed, have considered 
the Bill and © the 
papers noted in the 
margin and have 
honour to sub- 
mit this, our Report,. 
with the Bill, as 
amended by 
annexed hereto. In 
reprinting the Bill, 
all changes made : by 


‘us have been under- 


lined. The 


more 


Title—As the operation of the Act is not necessarily to. be restricted to 


Caleutta, and provision has been made in sub-clause (3) of clause 1 for its 
extension to other towns and places in Bengal, it was considered more appro- 


priate that it should be called the Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, following 
the title of Bengal Act I of 1869. ae 


Clause 3(1).—Many of the dpinions received suggested 
“or bird” should he added after the word “animal”. Ace¢ 
of the Calcutta High Court reported in T..L. R., 24, Caleutta 
word “‘animal”’ jn section 2 of the Prevention of Cruelty 
(XLof 1890), which corresponds to this clause, ordinarily means an 
or living being having sensation and power of voluntary motion) ¢ 


irrational being as distinguished fromman”. As this interpretation will apply 
to the word “animal"’ in the new Act, and as the English authorities are also 
unanimous that the word animal includes bird, it. was considered unnecessary. 
to add the word “bird” as suggested. Any change, too, might conceivably 
throw doubt upon the meaning of the term “ animal.” in other Acts. 


_ Clauses 3(2) and 4.—Clause 4 is not required, a8 power to extend the opera- 
tion of the Act is conferred by sub-clause (8) of clause 1, and the need of 
excluding any area is not likely to arise. iti Pr 


Clause 5.—The words “if any” have been cibatiiiabell for the word 









sion: occurs! 


Be DPS ent a 


Gab derail 





sya 





4 
us, > 


. 


“every” in this clause, and also throughout the Bill where the latter expras- 


+ . ¢ 
a! 


The word * overcrowding ” has been in 


bring cases of cruelty of this description s 
clause. ‘ 


4 Clause 6.—This clause has 

suggestion’that the owner, trader, carrier, contractor, ete., should in no case 

‘be made liable to imprisonment, and that they should be liable to a penalty of | 
fine in those cases only where they fail to exercise reasonable care and super: 
vision in respect of the protection of the animal from overloading. _ 
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ally within the scope of this 


been “redrafted -90iaN)'EG" give eect FO then. 
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ti + Clause Tet Thes penalty in this clause hausbeaptnlinnced toa fine of two 


hundred rupees, or six months’ imprisonment, .ie., doubled,:as there is 
considerable opinion thatthe former lower scale of punishment is inadequate. 
The words “or other milch animal’ have been inserted after the word 
“cow” in both places where the latter word occurs as it is understood that 
= is sometimes practised on buffaloes and possibly on other milch 
cattle. ; Pf : ‘ 


Clause 11.—We have revised this clause on the same lines-as clause 6, » 
50 as to make the owner, trdler, carrier or contractor liable fer punishment 
only in the event of failure to exercise reasonable care and supervision in 
respect of the protection of the animal from being employed when unfit. 


Clause 12.—The word “animal” has been substituted in sub-clause (a) 
of this clause in place of the words “ quadrapeds or birds, whether domestic 
or wild", asin effect it is considered that this will cover all cases in which 
the offence is likely to be committed ; in other words a “ wild” animal 
could searcely be the subject of the offence. 


Clause 13.—The word “allows” has been substituted for the word 
“permits” in both places where the latter word occurs. 


The words “ or of which he is in charge” have been inserted after the 
word * owner” in both places where the latter word occurs in order toextend 
the scope of the clause. The words “go at large or’’ have been inserted 

before the word “die” in order’ to put.a stop to the practice of turning out 
an aged or disabled animal to wander. 


Clause 20.—In this clause “ forty-eight hours” has been substituted for 
“twenty-four hours” in order to meet. the objection that 24 hours is 
insufficient time for the removal of the load. ° 


Tn order that provision may be made in the rules framed under clause 30 
for a written notice to be given to the person in charge of the animal or 
animals for the removal of the load seized under clause 17 or clause 19; a new 
sub-clause has been ingerted in clause 30 as follows :—.  ~ 


“(ée), prescribing the procedure to be followed after removal of a load 
-under section 18, sub-section (2), or under section 19.” 







—We have omitted the words “if any ” in sub-clause (1) of 
48 the presence of a Veterinary Inspector is a necessary condition 
m to be taken. 1. ; 


Clause 23.—It is considered advisable that the owner of an animal 
should be informed when it is sent by a Veterinary dnspector to an infirmary 
for treatment. 


Clause 25.—The last part of sub-clause (1) of this clause has ‘been 
redrafted so as to make the criterion for purposes of fitness not the work or 
labour on which the animal bas ordinarily been employed, but that on which 


» the owner states that it is his intention to employ it. 


We have revised sub-clause (2) so as to make the Local Government the 
authority for prescribing the scale of rates. . 


We have added a new sub-clause (6) in order to give power to the officer- 
in-charge of the infirmary to dispose of an animal for which no purchaser can 
be found. A new sub-clause has also been included in clause 30 in order 
that rales may be prescribed regulating the procedure to be adopted with 


regard to the disposal of such animals. | 


Le 


Eley 


Me Clause 26.—In sub-clause (1) after the words “the Commissioner of 
_ Police’ we have inserted the words “ or a Deputy Commissioner of Police ". 


As a consequential alteration line 4 of this sub-clause now reads 
Magistrate or Commissioner of Police or Deputy Commissioner of Police”. 
~ In sub-clauses (7) and (2) we have gubatabated: the words “its physical condi- 

tion is” for “its sufferings are”, ‘Ui By i 
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The 11th December, 1919. 
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CLAUSE. 


“THE BENGAL CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
BILL, 1919. 


CONTENTS. 


‘Preliminary. 


1. Short title, commencement and extent. 
2. Repeal. 

3. Definitions. 

4. [Omitted] 


rg Offences. 


5. Penalty for cruelty to animals and me sale of 


animals killed with unnecessary cruelty. 
Penalty for overloading animals. 
Penalty for practising phuka. 


cruelty. 


erage 


a goat killed with unnecessary cruelty. 


10, Presumptions as to possession of the skin of 


a gout, 


ll. Penalty for employing animals unfit for 


labour. 


12. Penalty for baiting animals, or inciting them 


to fight. 


12. Penalty for allowing diseased animals to go 


at large or to die in public places. 


Weighbridges and Infirmaries. 


14. Weighbridges. . 
15. Infirmaries. 


16. Power of Local Government to appoint 
Veterinary Inspectors and weighbridge- 


officers. 


17. Animal, etc.; to be taken to weighbridge in 


ft case of overloading. 


18. Excess load to be removed in ‘cases of over- 


loading. 


19. Unfit animhl to be taken to Veterinary 


. Inspector. 


20. Excess load to bé treated as unclaimed Pro 


perty in certain circumstances. 
21. Disposal of sale-proceeds. 


22, Production of animal for examination by 


Veterinary Inspector. 


93. Examination of animals by Veterinary 


Inspector. 


24. Power of Magistrate to send animal 
i infirmary. 


* infirmaries. — 


26. Destruction of suffering or unfit animals. 


Penalty for killing animals with unnecessary 


‘Penalty for: being in possession of the skin of 


$ Detention and cost of treatment of animals at 
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Power of local. authority to “pay ‘arte in mas 







Arrest of otters” a 
Special power of search ‘and seinore tn 





of certain offences, afr ee: ver 

Search warrants. sl bet ti 
ie Fe 

Power of Local Government. to ines rales. 


Delegation of powers. * ane 
Appointments made by local authority. © ol aed 
Limitation of time for prosecutions, care Mauaee 
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Indemnity. i agers Rte 
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THE CALCUTTA GAZETTR, DECEMBER 24, 1919. 


; 


THE BENGAL CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 
‘BILL, 1919; 


(as amended by the Select Committee.) 
[Nore.—The changes made in the Bill by the Select Committee have,’ 
80 far as possible, been underlined. 
s ‘ 
: J. F. Granam, 
Secy. to the Gort. of Bengal and 
Secy. to the Bengal Legislative Council.] 


& 
BILL 


to consolidate and amend the law relating to the 
prevention of cruelty to animals in Bengal. 


/ 


WHEREAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend 
the law relating to the prevention of cruelty to 
animals in Bengal ; 


It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


Preliminary. oH 


le. m= . i A t call 1 © alt. 
Bhort title, com: 1. (1) This Act may be called the Bengal Cruelty 


Repeal. 


sy 


Pee 


to Animals Act, 1919, ‘ 

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the 
Local Government may, by notification, direct. 

(3) Except as otherwise hereinafter provided, this 
Act shall extend only to Calcutta; but it may be 
extended by the Local Government, by notification, 
woany other town or place, 


2. (1) The folléwing enactments, namely :— 


(a) the Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1869; 


(b) the Bengal Cruelty to Animals (Arrest) Act, 
1869 ; and 
(c) the Bengal Cruelty to Animals Act, 1900,' 


shall he deemed to be repealed— 


(i) in Caleutta, from the date of the commence- 
ment of this Act, and 
. (it) in any other town or place to which this Act 
may hereafter be extended under section 1, 
‘sub-section (3), from the date of such exten- 
sion. 


(2) Such repeal shall not affect the validity of 
anything done or suffered, or of any obligation or 
liability which may have acerned, under any of the 
said Acts; and all penalties incurred and other things 
duly done tnder any of the said Acts shall, so far as 
they are consistent with this Act, be deemed to have 
been respectively ineurred or done hereunder, 


_ (8) All proceedings pending under any of the said 
Acts, 


| Calcutta or in any other town or place, at the 


vata eS this Act comes into operation therein, shal] ° 


x be deemed to have been commenced under this Act. 


, 
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_ The Bengal Cruelty to Animate Bil 19. 
‘ (Preliminary.—Oppences. —Clauses 3-6.) 


i etiatalona. 3. In this Act, unless there. is saptlt repug- a 
nant in the subject or context,— 


(1) “animal” means any domestic or Eres : 
animal ; oF 

(2) “Calcutta” means the .area described SU gc 
Schedule: I to the Calcatta Municipal Act, | j 
1899 ; 

(3) “the Corporation” means the Corporation of 
Caleutta ; and 


(4) * notification” means a notification published 
in the Caleutta Gazette. 


Ben, Act 
1891, 


4. [Omitted] 
4 Offences. 
fairest |e aaa pet ieee 
sale of qnimals killed Ben. act I of 
rin unnecessary  (@) overdrives, cruelly or unnecessarily beats, or 1869, 4.2] 


otherwise ill-treats any animal, or 


' (b) binds, keeps or cafries any animal in auch a 
manner or position as:to subject the animal 
to unnecessary pajn or suffering, or 


(c) offers, exposes or has in his possession for sale 
any live animal which is suffering pain by 
reason of mutilation, starvation, thirst, 
overcrowding or other ill-treatment, or any 
dead animal which he has reason to believe 
to have been killed in an unnecessarily 
cruel manner, 

© 
he shall be punished for every such offence with fine 
Which may extend to one hundred rupees, or with im- 


prisonment for a term which may extend to. three 
months, or with both. 


Poualty. for over Ifany person overloads’ any situa he shall | (% Aot Xt 

ree be etd with fine which may extend’ to one tye Act 
hundred rupees, or with imprisonment for a term 9) acct 
which may extend to three months, or wath both,and — 


(2) if the owner of that animal, ‘anid © ranting 


(2) if any person who, as a trader, carrier or con- . 
" tractor, or who; in virtue of hisemployment. 
by a trader, carrier. or contractor, isin 
possession of that animal. or id control. eee, 
the loading of it, 


rmits such overloudin he shall be. 





3 Aa epoRTe newer Ty TE 
vag wd 
1S Vie 
¥ 
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‘ A The Bengal Cruelty to Animals Bill, 1919, 
(Offences.—Clauses 7-11.) 


Penalty f i bare 4 ! erson orms upon any cow or other 
Por: ae any Pp perf P y 


(Cf. Act XL 
; milch animal the operation called phuka he shall be ot 00) i 
punished with fine which may extend to tWo hundred '% * °4J 
rupees, or with imprisonment fora term which may 
extend to sixymonths, or with both, and the owner 
of the cow orother milch animal and any person in 


AN possession Of or control over it shall be liable to the 


same punishment. 
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Penalty for killing 8. If any person kills any animal in un unneces- fey. act xt * 


Shicuuty ceusity.- Sarily cruel manner he shall be punished with fine %%%"*! 


which may + a to Two hundred rupees, or with im-  * 
prisonment foraterm which may extend to six months, 
or with both : : 


Provided that nothing in this section shall render ,, Yaak 
it an offence to kill any animal in a manner required get 
by the religion or religious rites and usages of any 
race, sect, tribe or class. 


Penalty for being 9. Ifany person has in his possession the skin AA Sa Al 
ier eee tua & goat, and has reason to believe that the goat has er 
with unnecessary been killed in an unnecessarily cruel manner, he shall 
thaw 4a be punished with fine which may extend to one 

hundred rupees, or with imprisonment which may 

extend to three months, or with both, and the skin 

shall be confiscated. : 


Presumptions as to 10. (1) If any person is charged with the offence (fact Xt 
Bowerae’  e*ki" Of killing a goat contrary to the provisions of section 8, ot i 38 
: anlitis proved that such person had in his posses- 
sion, after the offence was alleged to have been com- 
titted, the skin of a goat with any part of the skin of 
the head attached thereto, it shall be presumed, until 
the contrary be ‘proved, that such goat was killed in 
an unnecessarily cruel manner. yobs 
(2) Ifany person is charged with an offence against 
section 9, and it is proved that such person had in his 
possession, at the time of the alleged offence, the skin 
‘ of a goat with any part of the skin of the head attached 
y thereto, it shall be presumed, until the contrary be 
4 shige proved, that such goat was’killed in an unnecessarily 
cruel manner, and that the person in possession of 
such skin had reason so to believe. py 


* : iy (Cf. act Al 
Penalty for employ- iW. If Tenby employs in any work or labour ,,{f,Ac" X 


+o Boo ‘ any anima by reason of any disease, infirmity, (2); Bon. Act 
Ma wound, sore or other cause’is unfit. to be so employed, },3 
a he shall punished with fine which may extend 


ie to one hundred rupees, and eet 

eae (1) if the owner of that animal, and 
(2) if any person who, asa trader, carrier or con- 
tractor, or who, in virtue of his employment 
Nie se cate by a trader, carrier or contractor, is in 
or possession of that animal or in control over 

he employment of it, - . 
‘ nits such employment, he shall be liable to the same 








Penalty for baiting 


» animals, or inciting 


them to fight, 
° 


° Penalty for allowin ; 
~~ dines sata 


he he is the owner or of which he is in charge to Ben ack i of 
go at large in any public place while the animal is isto, 84.) 


Boia) in pent hatte 


Weighbridges, 


Infirmarier. 
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(Offences. —Weighbridges and Intirmaries Clauses 


12-17.) Pa wots: cs 
' (er. 142 
oar 
+. Hany pereon— 8 ad for 1000, 
i incites any animal to fight, or ae) 
_ (b) baits any aulmal, or 
nO) aids of abets any one in such ipotiament or i 
baiting, 
he shall, be punished .with fine sohdich may - 
extend to fifty rupees. 
If any person wilfully allows any animal of (Of, AotXT * 


affected with contagious or infectious disease, or without 
reasonable excuse, allows any diseased or disabled 
animal of which héis the ownér or of which he is in 
charge to go at la or die in ahy public place, he 
sha punished Sth ‘fine mnich may extend to one 
hundred rupees. 

Weighbridges and Infirmaries. 


14. (J) The Local Government may appoint the 
places'at which weighbridges shall be established for 
the detection of cases of overloading of aninials, and 
may alsodeclare, by notification, the fimite of sect dale 
for which such weighbridges aré ' established. ae R 

(2) The Local Government ma ct b 
at the places so appointed, an ay eae By be 
or otherwise, existing weighbridges— eae ures any 
person and maintain them for the here at sub-sec- 
tion (2), “S 


15. . The, Local Government; may; by yen 


‘, 


_ special order, appoint places to be infirmaries for: the 4 he 3 Sf oF 


a i and care of animals in respeet..of which 1 
offences pagent this Act.are heldewonyaa haverboon ° 
commit bok by 8 


16. The Local Government may a sd ch 
sons as they think fit,— i Pe ai Pere 


(a) to be Veterinary Inspectors for carryih 
typ . effect the provisions of ‘this A 
PREGA Pet a pha within: vafbieh ‘a fl ag = 
shall exercise te thee 0 un 
ert Se a Mtns Bein 
@) tobe welghbniageoie, to have dea me ot 


an 
foe ar setion 14.. be ka, ‘ lie ee 


ae 


° 






ys Ce et JP i Fane, i, aK atk pt Spore 
Spee AX SET NaN he Ee 


OW iaage tsi 
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sn inne es (Weighbridges and Infirmaries —Clauses 18-20.) 


S 


in charge of the animal, to such herrea es od and 
shall cause the load to be weighed on the weighbridge 
in the presence of such person. 


Breen load to be 18. (1) If Che weighbridge-officer is not satisfied 


vac, Flares that an offence ist section 6 has been committed, 
ae he shall inform the police-officer or person who seized 


the animal accordingly, and that officer or person 
shall forthwith release the animal and load. 

(2) If the weighbridge-officer is satisfied that an 
offence against section 6 has been committed, he shall 
cause the excess load to be removed. eat gst 


Unfit animal 16 be =. 19. Any police-officer, or any other person dul y 
en authorized by the Local Government in this behalf, 
who has reason to believe that an offence against 
section 11 is being committed in respect of any animal, 
shall seize and take it, together with its load, if any, 
and the person in chara of the animal, to the weigh- 
bridge, if any, appointed for the area, within which 
; such seizure is made, or, in the case of there being no 
% : ' -weighbridge appointed for the area, to the nearest 
police-station, and shall remove the load forthwith and 
4. Teport the fact of such seizure to the Veterinary 
Inspector in charge of that area. 


Excess load to be 20. (1) Any excess load removed from an animal 
yin “wets Under section 18, sub-section (2), and uny load which 
circumstances. was being carried by an animal seized under section 
19, and taken to the weighbridge, shall be kept by 
the weighbridge-oflicer, at the risk of the owner of 
such load, at the weighbridge, or at any other place 
appointed by the Local Government for this purpose, 
and, if not removed by the owner within forty-eight 
ours, it shall be made over by, the we ridge- 
+5 ics to the police and removed to the nearest police- 
' Station. fay : 


. (a) Any load which was being cartied by an 
. ani seized under section 19 and. taken to a. police- 
_« station, shall be kept by the. officer in charge of the 
, Police-station, at the police-station, or at any other 
" place appointed by the Local Government for. this 
‘ purpose. The said load shall be kept during the first 
77 aaa Haren of such detention at the risk of the 
~ owner tl reo, Sue UE. FURY: TEMOVE the same dtiring 

_ that period. vf ; he 
(2) The officer in charge of the police-station shall— 


(yo) a) Station wnder sub-section (7), and. 

_ (0) in-the case of any > _referred to in sub- 
.... section (ta), if. not removed by the owner 
Sate | within forty-eight hours, — fis(a's* 

4 Pt Netter + > on AE hae oe 
bers ahr - enter,,in a register to be Hopi for the purpose, 

| guch particulars of the load as may be merceor pet by 

; »os «rales made under on 30, aff@l the a shall there- 
2 alate ¢ ed to the person who proves to the 
eninge Si Je He aa ae oe Lean st me 

‘him, on payment of all costs incur 
askinyal aa abtet Clow OF uch Youd: 
‘ovided- that if the load, or any part thereof, 







’ 







 eonsists of articles which are subject to speedy and 
~ natural decay, or consists of livestock, that load, or part 


& hie 2 Ke 


seize and take it, together with its load and the person: 


_ a) in the case of any load removed to the police- » 


AA Ben. 
Act IL of 1891,- 
6,69.) 


SG POINTS eae | 
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The Bengal Cruelty to Animals Bill, 1919. 
(Weighbridges and Infirmaries.—Clauses 21-25.) 


thereof, may forthwith be sold or otherwise disposed 
of under the orders of the Commissioner of Police in 
accordance with rules made under section 30; and the 
sale-proceeds, after deducting therefrom all expenses 
incurred in the removal, detention and sale of the 
entire load, shall be made over to ghe owner, on proof 
of his ownership, within six months from the date of 
entry in the register. ’ =e 
Dispowal of wle- 24, If within six months from the date of entry , (Y. Bes. 

ra in the register no n satisfies the Commissioner of aati Kel 

Police that he is the owner of the load, the Commis- 

sioner may cause it to be sold or otherwise disposed 

of in accordance with rules made under section 30, ‘ 

and the proceeds of the sale under this section, or 

of the A 4 under the proviso to sub-section (2) of 

section 20, after deducting therefrom all expenses, 

shall be applied in such manner as the Local Govern- 

ment may preseribe by rules made under section 30. 


_aPeoauevion ot = @@. (1) Any police-officer, or any other person duly 


tion by Veterinary authorized by the Local Government in this behalf, 
Paagectey, who has reason to believe that an offence against this _ 2 
Act has been or is being committed in respect of any 
animal, may, if the circumstances so require, seize 
the animal and produce the same for examination by? 
the Veterinary .Inspector im gharge of the ‘area in 
which the animal is seized.- 


(2) The police-officer or person who seizes any 
animal under sub-section (J) may require the person 
in charge of the animal to aecompany it to the place 
of examination, 


‘ 


ee Pi gt ae” Ph, © ODS 98 the purposes of the examination of an 
tny Inpestor, {animal sent to'a Veterinary Inspector in’ accordance 
with the provisions of section 22, he may submit “the 
animal to any test which the Local Government may 


prescribe by rules made under section 30. 


(2) If, on such examination, the Veterinary 

Inspector is of opinion that the animal is unfit to be 
employed on the work or labour on which it was 
employed at the time of its seizure, he shall either 

send'the animal for treatment and care to an infirmary 

“ appointed under section 15, and inform the owner 
of the animal of his having done so, or Gl he considers 

at a prosecution is See ry, or if the owner of 

the animal so elects) direct the ‘prosecution of the 

offender and produce the animal before the Magistrate. 


Power of Magis: 24, The Magistrate before whom a prosecution  Aot XI 
tinttony, "“™" for any offends tinder this Act has ‘cba. instituted titan . 
may, if he thi direct that the animal, in respect °°” 
of which the all ‘or proved to have been \ 
committed, shall ont for treatment and care to an 
infirmary appoi nder section 15. Bae tihass 


% se ; a Mitr, vil " : 
Detention and cot =» 5, (T) Whentiany animal Las. bee to ae: 
tale st infrwarie,  infirmar 0 get ten eels with the - nates ‘of ot itil, a8 
section. 340 ction (2), or of section 24, it shall be Sh oi 

Sse pare, aah Mh sae apiaiian.s a: mi a hye 

of the rmary, cured, or again ] t > 
wou? or labour on which it is_the inten tion of the pein 
wner to employ it, 
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SYS ay a (Weighbridges and Infirmaries Clause 26.) 


, i 
(2) The cost of the treatment, feeding and watering 
: _of the animal in the infirmary shall be myer by 
Si i , the owner of the animal, according to such scale of 
. Bian .. yates as the, Local Government may prescribe. 


_.. (8) If the oygner refuses or neglects to pay such 
cost, or to remove the animal within sach time as the 
officer in charge of the infirmary may prescribe, that 
officer may direct “that the animal be sold and the 

«. proceeds of the sale be applied to the payment of 
such cost... +. us ; : 


(4) The surplus, if-any, of the proceeds of the sule, 
shall, on application to be made by the owner within 
two montis after the date of the sale, be paid to him; 
but the owner shall not. be liable to make any 
payment in excess of the proceeds of the sale. 


(5) If no application is made by the owner for the 
surplus sale-proceeds within, the period prescribed 
under sub-section (4), these ecu shall be applied 
in such manner as the al Governmept may 

% prescribe by rules made under section 30. 


(6) If{ananimal cannot be sold under sub-section (3) 
the officer in charge of the infirmary may dispose of it 
Th such manner as its Local Government may prescribe 
by Tules made under section 30, : 
Destruction of = 2G, (1) Whe any. Magistrate, the ep NGF AG XE 
ee Me toner - Police, or sole De ut PA epg ote 
‘ Police has reason to believe that an offence against 
. this Act has been committed in respect of any Animal, 
= Magistrate, Commissioner of Police or ut 
ommissioner of Police may direct the wee 


Gestruction of theanimal,if, in his opinion, its physical 
condition is such as to render such a direction proper. 


ee (2) When any animal is sent to an infirmary in 
accordance with the provisions of section 23, “sub- 
section (2), or of section 24, the officer in charge of the 
infirmary may direct the immediate destruction of 
ee if, in his E oppnidin! physical condition is 

such as to render such direction proper, or e 
considers it be permanently unde ne work by 


reason of old age or some incurable disease : 






, _,. (3) Any _ police-officer who» finds [Of.7 Baw 
aan diseased, or so severely injured, or in such a physical %°°"*! 
condition, that it cannot without 

shall, if the- owner is absent or refuses to consent to 

the destruction of the animal, at once summon the 


Veterinary Inspector in ‘charge Of thearea in which 
Pie pape te -the animal is found and, if the Vete Inspector 
| +... © vertifies that the animal is mortally injured, or so 
poe. if severely oe or so diseased, or in such a physical 
*  - eondition, that it is cruel to keep it alive, the police- 





“Ue RLS , without the consent of the owner, kill 
Tie animal or chnae ii. tobe killed. 3- yee 


ee Lab fiewas Fae “aN a . 
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er enue 
' ‘ ; Procedure. Dinesh ; ; 


ariot ab oldaders. 17D sea poliec-cfficer ma arrest sh Cf. Ben, 
‘ warrant amy person ‘committing in “his view any ise ad ee eat 
offence against this Act, or.any person against whom ig ite, a 
he has received credible infomnation of having ni 
committed an offence against this Act, if the a beer 
and address of the accused person is unknown to the ; 
officer, and if such person, on demand, declines to 
give his name and address or gives a name and 
address which such officer has reason to believe to are 
false. 


(2) When the true name and’ address We a. person — ' 
~ hrrested under sub-section (J) have been ascertained, - he 
; he shall be released on his executing a bond, with or ‘ 
without sureties, to appear before a Magistrate ifso 
required ; , 


Provided that if such person is not resident in 
British India, the bond shall be secured by a gurety 
or sureties resident in British India. 

(3) Ifthe true name and address. of euch person es 
is not ascertained within twenty-four hours from the 
time of arrest, or if he fails to execute the bond, or 
if so required, to’ furnish sufficient sureties, he shall 
forthwith forwarded to the nearest Magistrate 

having aging 


1 « 28. Ifa police-officer, not below the ak of ot Ga x1 
scaroh and seizure in Suub-Tnspector, has reason to believe that an offence 4%" 741 
offences. against section 8 in respect of a goat is being or is 
about to be, or has been, committed in any place, or 
‘ that amy person has in his possession the skin of a 
goat with any part of theskin of the head attached 
rent, he may enter and. search such place of any — 
ai in which he has reason to believe any such skin 
be, and may seize any such skin and any), article or 
thing used or intended to be suai in the Lipa 
of such offence, 


Search warrants, , 29. (1) Ifa Presidenc strate, a a Maistre oe (oy. A 
the first class, The slong oF Police, ora | Ac 
Commissioner of Police, upon information. 3 
a as he thi n ssary, ee ies 
reason to believe’ pg an offence van inst ection 7 te 
section 8 or section 11 is being or is a : eas 
been, committed in any place, he may, ew! adios bie <i 

3 any or, by wi ht, without notice, either pre ante 


: 


2 
Bre 
sHek | £ 


pa 


br eget by his ok of a authorize ioe. pa 
a ce ey "PTI 5 A toxtes 
=i me ipircesicig So 5. ice EE na 
| s of the Code of. Cri Jed watgt Yat 


® searches ee 
cat % io as those i sa ie 
cable, apply to a ainlagecticosin: bubvseation( F ota 
' eon f "4 1) a , Se 
GaP LF eee a ees 
Power un 7 7 
gle = wa 0 1) hn Lea Gow onib tbe 


eee Jess: wi. a nth dr ‘wih 
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Bese eaten inti Cruelty to“ Animals Bill, 1919. 
0 OR SC < liscettaneousOvinises" 31-35.) 


en - Bre, (4 In: articular, and without oo, to the 
Re. : generality of the ad power, t 1’ Govern- 





- ment may make rul 


gm ve i Salen  @) preserib ee: the loads 
SOAS eae ) prmertbina on or drawn by animals; 
itd ay (aa) for ese renting. the overcrowding of animals ; 
: (b) for regulating the use of tests and the manner 
‘ "ot f exan Saation of animals ; 
(ec) presetibiug the qualifications of persons to be 


appointed to be Veterinary Inspectors and 
weighbridge-officers ; 


(ce) prescribing the procedure to be followed after 
removal of.a load under. section 18, sub-— 


section (2), or under section 


_ {d) prescribing the particulars to be entered in 
the register maintained under section 20, 
sub-section (2) ; 


(e) aaheiNine od such other forms or registers as 
may be Bes ti uired for carrying out the pur- 
; poses of this Act; 
.  (f) for carrying out the provisions of the proviso 
r : to su tion (2) of section 20 and of section 
: » 21 in fegard to the disposal of loads ;) 
(g) prescribing the manner in which fines realized 
under this Act and sale-proceeds realized 
" under section 21 and section 25, sub-sec- 
tion (5), shall be applied ; 

( for carrying out the provisions of section 25, 
sub-section (6), in regard to the disposal o 

P) animals’; ani ' 


(hk) for regulating the destruction of animals 
eis section 26. 


Miscellaneous. 


_. Delegatien of 31. The Local: Government may delegate, under 
he wae _such restrictions as they consider fit, any of the 
" powers: conferred upon them by sections 14, 15, 16, 17, 


ys 19): 20, 22 and =, sub-section 2). of this Act to any 
person oF authority. 


Sy letgee os Every appointment. made by a local autho- 

vy Local aithoriy. ‘rity under -section 16, in exercise of the power dele- 
gated to it under section 31, shall be deemed to be an 

é appointment made under the Act by which ue local 
aoe is constituted, , 


s ‘a eat prosecution for an offence against this Act 
ye aoa halls not be 


“ 


instituted after the expiration of three 
months from the date of the commission of such 
offence. 








itp 


the meaning of section 21 of the Indian Penal Code. 


shall lie against any person who is, or who has been 
declared to be, 4 public servant within the sia 


bry 1 apevon peliinibad under section 16, 17, 
ie ae 19 or an shall be deemed to be a public servant within’ 


35. No suit, prosecution or other gi proceeding 


\Y. Ben. 
Act Tot 1885, 
8. 86.) 


[Act XI 
of 1890, 6. 4 
Ben. Act L 
1869, 8, 60.) 


Act XLV of 
1360. 
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PART _ IVA. 


‘ Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council, 


, o Were hicir ~ » 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL’: — 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 
e. : 


’ 


. 


Tue Counéil met in the, Council Chamber at -Govergment House, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the 8rd July, 1919, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 


His Excentency tue Riewr Hon’ary Lawrence Joun Lumiey Dunpas, 
Eart or Ronatpsmay, @.c.1.n., Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, presiding. 


The Hon'ble Sm Henry WHEELER, K.C.E., C.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. @. Cummina, ¢.8.1., .1.8. 


_ The Hon’ ble Str - Bisay Onann Maurras, k.0.8.L, K.C.LE., L0.M., Mana- 
RAJADHIRAJA Bananer or Burpwan. 


“Phe Hon'ble Mr. J. HL eee, O.8.T43 CLE. 
The Hon'ble Mr..F, @, Fxexou, 0.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Mr. J Lana. 


i * The Hon'ble Mr. I Granam. 


Phe Hon'ble. Mr. CG. F. Parye. i 


- * "Phe Hon'ble Mx. M. ©. McAtrin. 
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Renee Has the attention of nt Caibeepinient been drawn to the reply to Improvement 
E the questions of the Hon'ble Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra’ Nandi ¢{‘he®dvestiond 
in the Tinperial Legislative Council arding the .improvement of the 
_ Educational Service (vide question No. 29 published in the Gazette of India of 
| the 8th March last), in which the Hon'ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair stated that 
- as regards the higher pita whose case was considered by the Duiversity | 
~ Commission, in view of the delay likely to be entailed by its investigations : 1 
and the framing - conclusions, persotiaallowaribea were granted in 1913 to 
certain of the Provincial Educational Service whgse special attain- 
‘ments or whose ipavialactis position as regards emoluments appeared to 
ify ‘such treatment an subsequently some-allowances were given to 
the members of the Indian Educational Service whose interests were 
“prejudiced by this inevitable delay ¢ 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing— : Soe 
(i) the names of those officers in this Province to whom: ade special - 
_ allowances were granted, and 


(ii) the special circumstances in each case for granting these allow- 
ances and the principle which guided the grant of such 
allowances, in . 


(c) Are the Government aware of the discoriterit tat: bina been created ‘ ‘ i 
ps the members of the Provincial Educational Service educated in India r 









owing to the grant of these allowances on what is believed to be the basis of e 
glucation 3 in ngland only, apart from intrinsic merit or academic passa ‘ 
-» eations of the recipients 4 
Ath a 80, what ssp! (if any) are being or have been taken to allay =i 
Answer by the Mon’ble Mr. Goode:— 7 ae 
> “ (a) The Hon’ble Member presumably means the Public Services Commis- 
- sion and not the University Commission. _ The reply is in the affirmative. p 
m © shod names of the officers are as follows :— i 
: Provincial Educational Service. ; an 
- : Sir P. C. Roy. hs 
% Dr. D: N. Mullick } ¥ 
ree Mr. 5. C. Mahalanobis 
ees 4 | Rai Bahadur P. Chatterji. Rg eee: 
Sate “Mr. J. N. Das Gupta. | 
E Sake, .- Indian Educational Service. i 
eg ie “Mr. B. Heaton. 
ks Aerobie , = Mr. H.R. James. = 2 ‘ 
Mey Mr F. C. Turner. f 
d Ca aerate. Bde My. Richardson, pe 
«Pie Fl Mr J. R. Barrow. s 
by (i The ee pcincities on which these allowances are granted were laid ; 
mn “ieee of India. ted the Baad of <a pion cor 
ce, officers were or allowances who “i 
se oY) eo! ae by saat os attainments and the value — 
t service seemed to deserve special .  - 


tn of acorn peep for the amelioration of the ee 
Rene CER Ser eine also sieebaces have ~ % 


a 


eC) a 
~ (@ The question dass not arise.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Kishor etn 


. . available, is daid | on 


S Satanant referred to in iiss onsiog by 1 enienh: fr. 
= No. XI1 (Starred) asked by a oe 
5» 1919,- sho 
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a oe ~ Questions and Aasioare: 
_By the Hone Rl Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— xi 4 











Se Are the Governtnent aware that there has been an abnormal rise ip » fad price of * 
* the Rita of rice, mustard oil, pulses and ghee? epee as 


(6) Ave the Government considering the desirability of controlling the : ¥ 
7 price of these articles by district officers or other competent authority ¢ : 


aa Are the Government aware that the sufferings of the raiyats and 
dtd class bhadralok are on the increase owing to the Seng high price 
ee _of food-stufts i in general ? 


- @ I£-s0, will the Goyernment be pleased to state aha steps (if any) 
they are sited to relieve their sufferings ¢ 


‘Melis by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ (a), ee. (c) and(@) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the statement 


ich will be made’ in connection with the resolutions ,on the same subject 
’ which will be moved at the present Council meeting.” 
By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:—. S 
4 *XIV. ; 
(a) Is it a fact that Rai Kumudinikanta . Banerji Bahadur is . iN House allowance 
receipt of a house allowance of Rs. 60 only since 19104 of Rai 


Kumndinikanta 
(0) Ts it a fact that he is given this ullowance on condition that he Lt 9 
~ should live in a house close to the college andsits attached hostels ! y eet 


(c) Is iter fact that he had to build a house at a considerable outlay as 
no suitable house was available? 


‘(dy Is it also a fact that when he applied for a house building advance 
veeroment declined to sanction it? 


- Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode: 


arc (a). (b), roy "and (@) @ In 1907 Rai K. K. Banerji i Bahadur applied for 
Fa house: wance. but the Qirector of Public I Rete was unable to gs M5 | 
_ it unless the Rai Bahadur took up his residence nearer the college hos 
| as to exercise closer supervision over them. ‘There was no situate ae 
- available and the Rai Bahadur asked for a buildin ng advance with the inten- 
MS Son of building on a lot of land which he owned near the hostels. This 
be application was ref -ag there was at the time a scheme for the construc- 
i tion by Government of ‘for the Principal of the college. Phis scheme 
ra di materialize. the Rai Bahadur constructed a house of his own 
pr seer on the land referred to. He was then granted a house-rent oere. : : 
60 a sragneeetis.«; eueeler rae asm 1910."" eae 







7 ‘the Honble Babu sr Makan Chaudhuris— 
Ran. 
ncaa in TRG it was in a moribund con- os ath College 
Pielpalhip of 
that oly 8 3 B A 's in pass course were eat out in the Kumudinikante 


t, and that since his’ t~ Banerji Bahadur, 
pi toe SUK ne 19 oe ie ere ae 


4 Ike in So Rai Gisaainiasse _Banerji_ Bahadur tatus of the 
change of the Raja 


ae ‘ Ru 
. a vie ar | 





Supervision of 
Rat 
Kumudinikanta 


Banerji Bahadur, 


—_ 


_. inits infancy and of the necessity of takin 
oe ite Prinaipal = . . 


ite the ensuing 














Questions und Answers. pitted reek rae #: 


“(c) Is it a fact that the fee receipt in'1896 bend Rs. ony nid tha | 
it is now nearly Rs. 60,000? ula 


(d) Is it a tact that his predecessor was an Indian Educational Service fy 


officer ? Bs mate 


(e) Is it a fact that the numerical strengtir of the college i is practically 


pout to that of the Krishnagar, Hooghly and Chittagong Fesigatt put — 
together ¢ 


(f) Is it also a fact that over one hundred graduates (RB, A. ‘sand B. Se. ‘a) 
many with high Honours, and about one hundred-and fifty I. A.’s and I. Sc.’s 
are turned out prank vthe college, and that these numbers are beck 
greater than the tumbers,of_graduates and under-graduates~ turned out 
annually by the Krishnagar, Hooghly and Chittagong colleges Ber, together ? 


™ " - 
~ 


Answer by the Hoh’ble Mr. Gestle:— : ; — 


“ (a) and (b) During the 4 years preceding the «appointment of the Rai 
Bahadur the collegé turned out 4 graduates in the pass course, When the Rai — 
Bahadur assumed charge in 1897 the numberof pupils on the rolls was 116, 
while the college is now one of the biggest institutions of its kind in Tes ul. 
All credits dea to the Ra’ Bahadur for his admirable work as Princi 2 
spite of the fact that his term of office has coincided with a remarkable acs 


‘gion in the demand for collegiate education, no one can doubt that the deve op- 


ment of the college is due mainly to his administrative analy. and his zeal for 
the welfare of the institution. 


(c) The figures are approximately correct. 
(2) The reply is in the affirmative. 


(e) It was almost so in 1917-18, but in 1918-19 the akin strength of 
the three colleges exceeded that of the Rajshahi Cellege by 123 

(f) During the last three bigs the average number of graduates. and 
under-graduates from Rajshahi College have been at 100 and 125, 
a as against averages of 70 and 132 10 the other three colleges 
referred to.’ 


By the Hen’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


“XVI. 


(a) Is it a fact that European officers such as wai abd 

eed nie ain gry abaatcogie me sp i e have ben 
rincipals of the Kri ar and Hooghl ee respectiv a avi At 
promoted to the Indian Educational ‘Serviee! cs 3 Ales 


()) Is it a fact that Rai Kambdinikabta Banorii betta is po 
appointment elsewhere in conseqnagace of sup by his juniors? a 


(c) Is-it also a fact a ae ge professors are to be frandterred 








(d) Are the Glevecnaekt aware “that the Rajshahi College i is 
— care in the 
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+ - * @) There were special circumstances in Mr. Billing’s case. His a 
: romotion to the Indian Educational Service was decided on when the 9 
orth services ¥ ere reorganised in 1896. and he was promoted to the Indian Edu- ae | 
_ cational Service in 1898, having already officiated in the old graded service == 
for 8-years. This Government have no information about Mr. Shaw, who was 4 
i in Class I of the Provincial Educational Service when the province of Bihar a | 
i and ( ris: " was f ~~ : , < hes . ¢. : ad, 
ros ; (0) ‘It is a fact that Rai Kumadinikanta Banerji Bahadur has accepted - 
fase venereeey S post under {the Calcutta University as Inspector of colleges 
~~» on Rs, 800 a month—a higher salary than he is now drawing in Government 
Tye ca A eal vient : sie 
pening os ae rofessora have been transferred with the consent of the Govern- 
reias ing rd. It is not proposed to transfer any other senior professor from the. < 
~- * (d) Government realise the necessity of taking special care in the 
- appointment of the Principal.”’ - 
__ By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
*XVIL. ? 
_.. (@ Will the Government be pleased to state whether they have issued any Rules and 
_ Tules or notifications for controlling the sale of kerosine oil ? tor ontealiaig : 
wy a : the sale of 
foe (6) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of any ‘*tin® 
- such rules or ngtifications ? : 
aoe (c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the rules in force for 
~~ eontrolling the sale of kerosine oil are the same in the various districts of 
Bengal? ‘ 
Eee San ) Tf not, will the Government be pleased to state in what respects they 
differ t as : ° 
Meee Sm Ss, ae a 
"Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— + 
i ae iy (a) and (b) Government have not brought the sale of kerosine oil under 
control, as contemplated in the Defence of India (Consolidation) Rules, 1915 
Gove . however, with the ‘mefit of the Oil Companies, issued execu- : 
Neate alldistrict officers, pointing out that the sub-agents of the | 
meee ‘under agreement to. sell at certain wholesale rates, and 7 
é icers to arrange with the sub-agents to appoint dealers : 
t -kerosine oil retail at prices“fixed by the district _ 
ee econ: “prices, cea 
ve instructions were issued to all the district officers | 
asa q pay, dies i 


(b) cre eee es mich bv 
tmen' of persons sufleri from tuberculosis and 
= itdefieahe 


ie pe : is 
et sa 


 Seatoingt referred to in the aoe 
VPN. (Unstaryed) asked hig 
Ray ‘Quavpuunt at the ? 
head-quarters hospitals having 
~ patients and the number of bed 
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£ pee ; . “Questions and Answers. 
__ By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
' (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the amounts that have been 


~ Spent on inquiries in regard to stegomyia, year after year, and the result of 
- such inquiries? / 


- 


Expenditure on 
stegomyia 
inquiries, 


" (b) Will the Government be also pleased to make a‘similar statement in” 


_ _ tegard to the investigations in connection with diabetes ! 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) and (b) A statement showing the expenditure incurred by Govern- 
ment.in regard to inquiries into stegomyia and diabetes is laid on the table. 


_ Stegomyia Survey—tIn 1912 a stegomiya survey was made of the port. 

_. by Major MacGilchrist, 1.m.s., As a result of his inquiry it was arranged 
to undertake an investigation in typical areas in Calcutta, and in 1914 effect 

_ was given to this by the deputation of an Assistant Surgeom, Dr, C, K. Nandi, 
to work for one year under the Health Officer of the Corporation’ Dr. Nandi 
carried out a survey in two selected areas in the city. Subsequently, a further 
inquiry was made in 1915 by Major Christopher, who was deputed for the 

Pp by the Government of India at the request of this Government, and 

- asaresult of his report the Corporation recommended that a campaign against 
ategomiya on the lines suggested by him should be conducted first in the port 
~ under a specially qualified officer. It was, however, found. that there would 
be considerable difficulty in doing this owing to the port area being under the 
separate jurisdiction of. several local bodies and the insufficiency of 
‘the powers of these bodies for the purpose in view. The first 

'. thing necessary was to establish a homogeneous sanitary control over the 
whole area e matter was, therefore, referred to a conference representing 

the different bodies concerned, which submitted a report and a draft Bill to 

’ give effect to their suggestions: A Bill known as the Calcutta Port Sanita- 
_— tion Bill, is now pnder the consideration of Government. _ 


Diabetes Inquiry.—The inquiry into diahetes by Major McCay and his, 


_ co-workers in Calcutta has yielded valuable scientific results and has added to 
our knowledge of the pathology of the disease as well as indicating essential 


points in its successful treatment. A series of papers describing the results — 


ve been published in the Indian Journal of Medical Research. 


- A copy of the report of Major MacGilchrist, a summary of Dr. C. K. 
Nandi’s survey, Major Christopher’s memorandum and the report of the con- 
ference to consider the homogenous sanitary control of the port area are laid 

' on the library table,’’ : 


Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon’ nut Mr. Gooner lo question No. 2 
(UnstarredY asked by the Hon’stx Basy Brosenpra  Kissor Ray 
_- Cuaupuurt at the Council meeting of the 3rd July, 1919. 
are im, Amount spent on inquiries in regard to stegomyia— : : 


ay ae eats,” Awiount, 
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Questions and Answers... : as 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:x— = 

6, ‘ We hvar es PSE Theda 
(a) Has there been any proposal for giving a lease of a Chitt forest 
to Messrs. Andrew Yule i Co. for the manufacture of -paper-pulp from 
bamboos ? ; or het 
_, (b) Ifso,on what terms! Ky ai Stag 

~ (c) Is it a fact that objectiotis have been raised by, among others, certain a 

ublic associations of Chittagong, against the said proposalf If the answer 
* in the affirmative, what isthe purport of such objections and what steps ~ 


. 


(if any) are the Government taking thereon? : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ (a) Yes. ™ : 
(b) ‘The terms on which the leafe, if it is eventually granted, will 

given are at-present under consideration. Mire 


(c) It is a fact. that objections have been raised by the Chittagong Asso- 
ciation. The main objection§ are that the forest reserve in question provides 
bamboos for the local needs of Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill-tracts; 
and that there will be a dislocation of the supply and a rise in local prices. 
The objections are being carefully considered and they have also been for- 
warded to the local officers for report."’ 


. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— — 


7. 


What pres has been made in Mr. Annet’s investigations regarding 
date-gur, and what results have been obtained from the examination of Be 
varieties of sugarcane in regard to the sucrose contents of their juices, at 
the Dacca Farm? . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


, “The investigation into date-sugar has been in abeyance since the’ ~~ 
departtre of Mr Annett from this province. This is partly due to the 
urgent necessity of proceeding with the soil survey of the province; but 
chiefly because the work on cane-sugar is considered more important. 


The work on sugar-cane has made considerable progress, as regards both 
the testing of exotic varieties and the classification of local races. Distribu- 
tion of a superior.cane has been proceeding for the past two years and careful 
arrangements are being made to make the distribution scheme as efficient as 
possible It is hoped that the work on cane-sugar will yield  stifficiently 
definite results, in the course of the next two years, to allow of the resumption 
of the date-sugar investigation ’’ ENS 


* e 


\ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
ye . Mgaibenia otal vx, 219! m 
With reference to unstarred question No. 27 of the 19th December, 1918, 
have the Government received the project report from the Executive Engineer, 
on special duty, in connection with river improvement in the Dacca division 
If so, what are the principal feattres thereof?! AL Ea aR Wa na Air Sind 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: = 


“The Executive Engineer on special duty has lately subr tted Sidhu os 
for the improvement of the Sital Laksb. Dolai and Khali hale ia the ag 
Dacea district. Government are not prepared ‘to make any statement con-. — 
until they have been fully examined,” ~ int at PA ANBL ie 5 i of, 






2 A re She (ait 





5 rie : Nada (Questions. and Answers. 
_ By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray. Chaudhuri:— 
9 ag 


Set, ‘What progress has been made in the proposal for the forniation of a Water-ways 
Doak wae since the reply to unstarred question No. ‘33 of the 19th T+ + 


cont f 


Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Gowley:— 6 


- “ The views of the ii, Government in regard to the proposal for the 
formation of a Water-ways Trust were communicated to the Government of 
~ India last February and no further information is at present available.’’: 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


With reference to unstarred question No. 8 of the 18th February, 1919, Dacca School of 
_ what steps (if any) have been taken on the representation of the Dacea nsineering. 
People’s Association regarding the Dacca School of Engineering ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


‘*A report was called for from the Director of Public Instruction on 
‘the various points referred to in the representation, and has just been received. 
It is hoped to examine it early.’’ 


&y the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


£ 11. 


With reference to the statement made by the Hon'ble Mr. Wordsworth Proposals for 
in connection with a resolution moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul raters Py 
Taq on the 19th August, 1918, to the effect that ‘‘ proposals for the develop- work of the 
ment and improvement of the work of the Dacca School of Engineering are Dacca School of 
under consideration,’’. will the Government be pleased to staté what are the Pasivecring, 
-svecific proposals under considgration, and whether any decision has been 


arrived at with regard thereto? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“* The main proposals are— nine 
» (1) Removal of the school to the old Secretariat Press Buildings. 
(2) ‘Appointment of a Governing Body and altefation of the designa- 
: tion of the head of the school from ‘‘ Headmaster ’’ to ‘‘ Prin- 
; cipal.” ; ey + On 
_ (3) Fixing of a consolidated grant for contingencies. 
(4) Improvement of the staff. Ba) 
Consideration of (1) has been postponed pending the receipt of the Uni- 
versity Commission’s reconimendations. Definite proposals with regard to 
(2) and (3) have not yet been framed. The question of staff has received the 
attention of the Director of Public Instruction and his proposals for improve- 


ment have recently been received.”’ 


I “By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 
aS ae w 


aan there any proposal for reviving the electrical and mechanical tleotrical and 
tno entcees aS Dacea School at Engineering and resuming the Mechanical 


engineering 


‘working of the power-house attached thereto? courses at the 


” 


a 


Aa Ng id ie of 
ae in fi aad. mT { ’ ' ; nginecring. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode-— aig 

_ “ The reply is in the negative.” . . OMe 
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13. 


Ph" Bechaniosl. sad Will the Government be oo, to state the present number of alatiiente 
electrical students j1) each of the mechanical and electrical classes at, Sibpur ben We mane 
























































Benga tying them belong to the different Eastern Bengal districts? ; pee: 
at Sibpar, Ba al : faker i 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— ir id off — | 
i “ A statement i8 laid on the'table.”’ «ee gt eS 
aie Ht, 
Statement. referred: to. in the answer by the How’ nie Mn. Goons i cles 
No. 13 (Unstarred) asked by the Hon’suv Banu Brosenpra Kisuor Ray 
Cuaupuurt at the Council meeting of the 3rd Tuly, pase hemnsoents 
number of students in each of the mechanical and electrical ne aet 
classes at the Sibpur College. 
" InpiAxs— 
Anglo-Indias, ‘ 
Fast West 2 ee 
Bengal, Dongal. “ 
Jat year 12 7 17 Y. 
Patna | * 
Rajshahi 
SES SSA LE : 
2od year aah e | 5 | 16 Dacea yiees i 
| re : wae : i 
pu ae 
SEN 
Onitagon 1 
3rd year 8 Nil 
Saag aren 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chandni : +g. 
oe 14. 
“Management (a) Is there any capone co for hand over sinniosiesapimnieed tho 
cma of Chittagong to the Railway’ nee 


® If 80, — the saree pleased to lay ki pee in il. 
tion Ne pig 









Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Getays 2 


‘“ (a) The Government.of India have proposed that, 1e) 
the port of Chittagong be transferred to the Assam- 
Government Frcs after consulting the local authorities, have 
it appeared. examination or y: ious, alternatives 
finances of the port, that there was no other possil i 
the improvements recommended on the report of Sir cea 

eA abeiceslcegeeraly tines» 


Imperial ment without missioniotaiaat 
ernment of are be being addressed in the matter." 
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EID AN RH)? pels at Sone 
y wos ) With reference to unstarred question No.1 of the Srd April, 1919, Hindu girs’ 
Government be pleased to publish the report of the Committee on the “!etion 


ee Toure tion of Hindu girls’ education ¢ 
(b) was the said report ees by the said Committee, and 


wha tion hance ben ake thereon ; ohh GSS.613) Ree 


he 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) A copy of the report of the Hindu Female Education Committee is 
laid on the library table. 


(b) ‘The report of the Committee was submitted to Government on the 81st 
March, 1916. The terms of reference to the Committee were— 


ay (i) to consider and report on the existing facilities for the education of 
. Hindu girls and the extent to which the various sections of 

indu society avail themselves of the several agencies which are 
now employed; 


(it) to consider and re report in detail on the extent to which the existing 
facilities are adequate and satisfactory ; 


(ii2) to make detailed suggesticns, with approximate estimates of cost, 
for remedying any defects which the Committee finds to exist. 


With regard to the:first andsecond some of the farts’ and figutes in\the 
Committee’s report were found on examination to be incorrect and Goyern- 
ment was consequently unable to accept altogether the findings of the Com- 
mi 


. s respect cf the third, the suggestions of the Committee centred rout 
‘three main proposals, viz. :— 


(a) revisron of the curricula on lines formulate od by it witha view 
to their adoption in girls’ schools; ... .. «, 1 


a) 7 @) Establishment of a thoroughly equipped sandal giosnadacy sclitel 
; under Government eee (not following . the..ordinary 
Ai ‘high school course) at Calcutta 


East ©) constitution of a thoroughly representative standing Committee 
* agtiveed >. with full executive functions and exercising absolute control over 
; —— "ong education with a staff: of Hindu: and Brahmo 

spec 


mya pat) 


Government are tina able to accept the first and the last of these proposals, 
but as regards the second, the Director of Public Instruction was called.on to 
-submit.a scheme which, however, could not.be. considered, on account of the 
Bi strin consequent on the war. A scheme has, however, been 
fant ly submitt aiegat is LOW under the consideration of Government, tse 


- 






By the Hone, Babu Brojendra | Kishor Ray Chaudhuris— 







a aii 


@ Are the Government aware of the hardships of the steamer, and  \aisiny 
iiway passengers at Goalundo for want of waite rooms at the station or accommodation 
r accorimodation in flats on the river? Goalundo 


ay. dae 
ones Government anne the desirability of nig 98 : 
1 f this grievance? 


Development of 
industries. 


* Home School" 


for girly. ~ 


Drainage 
Commissioners 
and Amta 
drainage 
#chome, 


= hs 
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Questions and Answers. , - 


‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— , ‘ eS e 
“ (a) and (b),The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given in the 


Council on the 3rd September, 1918, to starred question No, 7 asked by the — 
Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mehan Chaudhuri.”’ on ahs 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
17. 


With reference to the provision of Rs. 2,50,000 inthe Budget for 
1919-20, for the development of industries, will the Government be pleased to 
state what particular industries have been receiving the attention of the Goy- 
ernment and what scheme (if any) has been made in this connection 4 , 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— * 


“ Of the Rs 2,50,000, Rs. 2,00,000 have been provided for the organi- 
sation of the Industries Department according to the recommendations of the 
Indian Industrial Commission, if the sanction of the Secretary of State _ is 
received this year. 


From the remaining Rs. 50,000 will be met the cost of— 


(1) Additional equipment of the Research tannery. 
(2) An investigation now being made into the tan-stufls of Bengal 
(3) Experiments in-weaving.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
18. ' 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state how the scheme of ‘ Home* 
Schools *’ for girls has worked in Eastern Bengal? 
(b) Are the Government considering the. desirability of . their early 
extension to other parts of the province? ° 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) The scheme is reported to have worked satisfactorily in Eastern 
Bengal on the whole. ; 


(b) The extension of the scheme to other parts of the province is not at 
present under contemplation. The Education Department consider that 
it is more necessary to extend the Panchayati Union Schools Scheme, which 
seeks to provide each Union with a model girls’ school.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
19. ; i 
(a2) Will the Government be pe to state whether the qualifications . 
for the appointment of Drainage Commissioners under the Bengal Drai 


‘Act, egies and those under the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act, 1895, are 
same 5 


(0) Will the Government be pleased to state What progress has been made 
in the Ata drainage scheme? r e- Regn ; ‘ : Fe 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:-— i fae ois 
" (a) The Hon’ble Member-is referred to section.4 of, Bengal Act VI of ~ 

1880 and sections 3 (7) (c) and 5 of Bengal Act VITI of 1895. Rk oe 

ea 0), The detailed plans and estimates for works ‘in connection with the 

Amta drainage project are now under — on. It is not‘expected that 

actual work ill commends before Octaber ti fae sd a 


by 
‘ 


rt Pedal . 2 pe ates adie: : pensch 
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Questions and Answers. 


_ By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
20. i 
(a) Is it a fact that in the first week of June last, influenza broke out tuflnenza in 


= ve Signa form in the Dacca Central Jail and that a number of prisoners ae Central 
i ry au. 


> 


(6) Have the Government made an inquiry into the circumstances of this 
sudden outbreak of the disease in the said jail? 


- 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:— i 
“ Influenza broke out in an epidemic form in the Dacca Central Jail on 
the 19th May. Up to the 30th June, there were 244 cases among the prisoners. 
-of which 18 proved fatal. An assistant jailor also died. An inquiry has 
been-held by the medical officer into the causes of the outbreak, The available 
evidence suggests that the infection was introduced into the jail by the head 
tailor, a paid employé, whose family were suffering from the disease. The 
first. cases occurred among the prisoners employed on tailoring work and not 
among persons newly admitted to the jail. After the outbreak of the epidemic, 
jail manufactures were stopped, the prisoners were- segregated as far as 
ible, and all precautions were taken to prevent the disease from’ spread- 
ing. The epidemic is now subsiding, and no fresh cases have Prsbten since _ 
the 25th June.’! 


~ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


21. 
(a) With reference to the reply given to starred question No. 21 asked Zamindars of 
_at the meeting of the Council held on the 4th September, 1917, will the Goyern- | Amts drainage 
ment be geet to state from what source the information _ wanted’ was —. 


gathered 


(b) Is ita fact that Babu Kashiswar Mukherjee of Uttatpara referred 
to in the said statement sold his zamindary right of the land in respect of the 
Amta drainage scheme, bearing tauzi, No. 38, under the Collector of Hooghly, 
by fis he deed on the 7th August, 1914, to the late Rai Setab Chand 

ahar Bahadur { ; 


(c) Isitafact that the late Rai Setab Chand Nahar Bahadur paid 
land-revenue and cesses to the Collector of Hooghly in hisown nameafter 
the, purchase by him of the said estate from Babu Kashiswar Mukherjee and 
that since the death of Rai Setab Chand Nahar Bahadur, land-revenue and 
cesses on account of the above estate have been paid by his son, Babu Fateh 

Lal Singh Nahar Bahadur, to the Collector of Hooghly ! 


“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode :— 


(a) The information was procured from the Collector of Hooghly. 


_ (b) and (c) Rai Setab Chand Nahar Bahadur’s name was registered 

_ ~ in tauzi No. 38, under the Collector of Hooghly, in place of Babu Kashiswar 

Mukher jee of Uttarpara in 1914-15 ater puschass of the estate and Babu Fateh 

Sin; Nahar. son of Rai Setab Chand Nahar Bahadur, had his name recorded 

in) of his father by virtue of a deed of gift in 1918-19. Rai Setab Chand 

_ Nahar Bahadur paid revenue and cess in his name in respect of his share of 

_ tauzi, No. 38 up to September ‘ist, 1918, since wie his son, Babu Fateh 
Singh Nahar, has been paying revenue and cess.”’ 


zs 


Fe TT 


Maa) 


"By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 


Indian Police 


. officers and 


keeping of 


-revolvors, 


_ High prices and 


rolief menunies, 


_ relief sanetioned and distributed since oanye. 





Questions and Answers. 


20 LUM EF i: 2 ro a 

. - ‘ ‘| 
(a) Is it a fact that Indian police-officers up to the rank of be te es 

Superintendent are not allowed to keep revolvers ie their possession ] 

a license? ive 


(b) Lf so, is it in s aeiebaines with the law on the matter or on account ae 24 
any executivé order of the Government ! 


(e) If such prohibition is due to any executive order, was the order 
made by the Provincial or the Imperial Government ! : 


(d) Will the Government be plone: to lay on the table a ‘copy of any 
such circular or regulation as may be in oxidtiates relating to this matter? 


(e). Are the . Government considering the desirability of exempting 
Indian police-officers from the necessity of taking out Hpenses for keeping 
revolvers in.their possession ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:—- 


(, (b), (c) and (d) No specific orders have been wie requiring Indian ° 

a cers to take out licenses for revolvers kept for their personal use., 
heir obligation to do so arises from the fact that no orders have been issued 

exempting them from the provisions of the Arms Act in respect of revolvers. 

Revolvers are supplied by Government to officers who require such weapons 

for the performance of their duties, and in those cases no license is as ce 

e) No. The Government of India in their Resolution No. 

dated the 21st March, 1919, have intimated their intention of revising the 

Indian Arms Rules in a manner which will make it  oblig: gatory, after bye 

Ist January, 1920, for all police officers, whether Indian or European, 

take ont licenses for firearms of any description, other than those er rlied : 

by Government.”’ 


ea 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray siecace anand Sd 


23. 


(a) Will the Government be ye to shite, whether any recent. survey 
has been taken of ihe condition of the popuiation at different centres as a 
result of the distress caused by the unprecedented high prices of food-stufis? _ 


(b) Lf so, what relief measures (if any) have been taken beyond what 
has been done at Bankura and Brahmanbaria ! 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the action of the 
Bihar and Orissa Government in granting from October 1st, 1918, an increased 


rate of grain compensation allowance to all Government servants drawing, not _ 
more than Rs. 16 a month? = 


(@) Have the Government in contemplation any scheme of an- increased. 
rate of grain compensation allowance for all Government employés ¢ 


(e) What is the position as regards the pro epi to the Government, 
of India for the grant of a war bseuie’ Cs ap ae 


Will the Government be ai on the table f sates 
pa district by district, the amount of 








g) How far have gee ce SS 
midd clases, ; $37, Seah ae 





. ‘4 ~~ 
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zZ (Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— . 


_ .“@ Government have not made any special survey of the nature 
suggested ; for the condition of the population jn the province is practical 
always under survey. It is reviewed in certain fortnightly reports whic 
_ are furnished to Government, in special local reports which Government haye 
‘received and in the weekly and monthly weather and crop reports which are 
pctisios in the Calcutta Gazette. A periodical review is also made of the 
ood-stufis position and prices obtaining in the different districts. 


Rete < . posi loans have been given, where necessary, to relieve - the 
agriculturists who require such advances. : 

(c). Yes. é 

(d) All Government employés are not eligible for grain compensation 


allowance. Government are at present considering whether any extension of 
the present scheme of grain compensation allowance is necessary or advisable. 


(e) A war allowance has recently been sanctioned to all employés of Gov- 
ernment drawing more than Rs, 12 and not more than Rs. 50 per month. As 
has pen prreoasls explained in Council, the pay of menials has been already 

' improved. 

(/) A statement is laid on the table so far as information is available. 

* + (g) Relief is being afforded to some of the better class poor in the 
Bankura district and the Brahmanbaria sub-division of the Tippera district.” 
Statement referred to in the answer by the Hoy’aun Mr. McAurin to question 

No. 23 (Unstarred) asked by the Von’ste Banu Brosenpna Kisnor 
Ray Craupnuriat the Council Meeting of the 3rd July, 1919, showing 
the allotments, district by district, on account of loans and gratuitous relief 
during the Financial year 1919-20. - 





"Loans. 
Districts. . Amounts, 
‘ Nye . . Rs. 
, Bankura ... at ae .. 4,44,000 
Tippera Met its ded *1,00,000 
$ Rajshahi and Bogra mas :-  1,00,000 
- Bakarganj cae ae ... 60,000 
Chittagong Hill Tracts _ ee tee 50,000 
Pabna ¥e ciel jios = Neate 40,000 
” Mymensingh ocak x. Ss 5,000 
Burdwan — eh is Se $000 
Marshidabad . re: <A ay 3,000 
3 f Total 8,083,000 
a. : yelvi2 » EOF, 
ent Pe Gratuitous relief. 
-* Tippera Set Beg: heal vs» 60,000 
Bankura Bs et ie: 81,160°: 


ae eert| ' ’ ig 
* * Amount actually allotted to the end of July, 1919. The amounts Ho montbly as required, 


a - 
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Questions and Answers. — = 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Hagis— 
24. : | 
Is it a fact— 4 SS isyagas 
er (a) that the Sub.divisional Officer of Madaripur was appointed: liqui- 
; Prine upon wi -dator of certain societies and that he deputed*his peshkar to 
seer rag make assessment upon the members. of -Sirkhara, Birangal and 
sociation, Sajandawal Rural Societies; and : is 


(b) that the assessment was made arbitrarily and that the liquidator 
refused to entertain complaints against the assessment! =~ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— ‘e J 


“(@) The Sub-divisional Officer of + reaped was appointed liquidator 
of the Co-operative Societies of Sirkhara, Birangal an jandawal. 
In order to assess the amount to be paid by each member as contribution to 
the assets of the society according to his ability to pay, it was necessary to 
have confidential inquiries made about the peony of the members: These ~ 
inquiries were first conducted confidentially by the liquidation clerk, who is 
also the Sub-divisional Officer's peshkar, and were then ‘tested on the spot 
personally either by the Sub-divisional Officer, or a Sub-Deputy Collector, * 
or an Inspector of Co-operative Societies. f 

(b) From the above it will appear that the assessment was not made 
arbitrarily. It is not a fact that the liquidator refused to entertain com- 
plaints against the assessment. In one case he revised his original order of 
assessment when he found that an improvement could be made. In the case 
rs oa i there was an aeopeal to the District Judge which was 
dismissed. 


It may be noted for the information of the Council that .the complaint 
made by the objectors was against their assessment at more than their. indi- : 

“i vidual debts to the society. But, as the societies were concerns with - 
unlimited liability, this was irrelevant.”’ ; 


’ By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— ~ 


Small.pox at 25. - ¥ 
Dacen. Will the Government be pleased to make a statement regarding the recent 
outbreak of small-pox at Dacea, showing— . 


(2) the number of seizures and deaths therefrom; and 


(b) the special measures taken to-preyent the spread of infection and 
_ to combat the disease? ; 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— oer ee E 


° aa (2) As all cases are not reported and many concealed, the number of 
: seizures cannot be accurately stated, but up to the end of the second week of 
June, 443 deaths from small:pox were reported. 3 

(0) A copy of thé report of Dr. Sufi, Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, 

on the cuthroa® at Bséea tie laid on thetabla>> - ze YA « eo he 


4 ° i ,*? pa 


Wyss A ; ms Sst esa Neve 


SSRs LIS, ay BEF 


Rao “ . = 4 
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Ls ‘Report of Dr. Sufi referred to in. the answer by the How'vix Mr. Gooner to 
> 3 gerne No. 25 (Unstarred) asked by the Hoy’ pur Mavuiyi A. K. azt-ut- 
Hag at the Council meetiny of the 3rd July, 1919. : 


my 


* Phe following is a brief history of the small-pox epidemic in the Dacca 
town" * c 


x The first case was reported on the 30th December, 1918, from the 
‘mehtars’ depét at Meranjulla. Attempts citler to vaccinate the Contacts or 
to segregate the patients failed entirely. The next case with fatal results 
oecurred at Bangshall and was registered on the Ist January, 1919. Six 
contacts were operated upon but only afew of the neighbours, about 23 in 
number, could be vaccinated. Some cases were reported on the 12th January, 
1919, from the railway staff quarters ; 17 contacts were vaccinated and 158 
operations were performed amongst the staff, A few cases occurred shortly 
after in the neighbouring quarters and 12 vaccinations were performed in the 
Agasadak Bazar. Altogether 4 deaths were recorded during this month, 
while 530 primary and 570 re-vaccinations were performed by the 4 perma- 
nent vaccinators, A warning notice was circulated by the Health Officer at 
this stage explaining to the public the necessity of taking vaccination. 


By the second week of February the disease had become epidemic and 
scattered throughout the town. One additional vaccinator was appointed on. 
the 20th February. Free vaccination by house-to-house visitation was notified 
on the same date. ‘I'wo thousand six handred and eighty-four operations (787 
primary and 1,897 re-vaccinations) were performed in this month and 53 deaths 
were recorded. 


On the 18th March, 1919, the Health Officer issued a circular letter to the 
schools requesting the authorities ‘not, to allow any student to attend school 
in whose residence a patient hasbeen suffering from small-pox until the house 
is declared by the Health Department to be free from infection”. On the 
same date the Health Officer issued another circular letter recommending 
-re-vaccination of students and closure of schools and colleges as early as 
possible if there be no seriots objection. The vaccination staff was also 
strengthened by the addition of 4 male and 1 female vaccinators, thus 
bringing up the total strength to 10 operators. A systematic survey which was 
made on the 14th March under the direct supervision of the Health Officer 
proved the existence of 825-cases on that date, but after making allowances 

for the concealed cases, the number may be fairly assumed to be about 400 or 
at the highest 500. | ; . 


Disinfection of the houses and of the patients’ bedding and clothing was 

also performed while the main streets and the lanes of the infected areas 

were watered twice a day. Hackney-carriages used by patients wore also 

- directed to be disinfected. For information, the Health Officer depended 

upon the vaccinators, the municipal out-door officers and medical practitioners 

who were supplied with printed post cards for this purpose. Patients were 
treated at the Mitford Hospital where arrangements were very satisfactory. 


_ Such was the state of affairs when I arrived at Dacca on the 23rd March: 

1919, I very soon discovered that there was a panic in the town, that 

_ the staff of vaecinators was quite inadequate to cope with the emergent 

'— conditions, that even Government officials had to wait for even 3 or 4 

‘ Ch es théy could secure the services of a vaccinator, and finally 

- ‘that the Health Officer had no organized means at his disposal of gotting 

information as to the number of fresh attacks. Somehow or other those in 

na Sig. ea failed to grasp the situation at the very commencement and now 

_ the disease having spread to every quarter of the town it was impossible to 
restrict the area of its mvasion. = ‘ : ; 
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~ At my suggestion the Commissioners at their meeting held on the 25th — 
March, 1919, sanctioned the raising of the strength of the staff to 25 male and 
‘~  * 8 female vaccinators, placing 15 yaecinators to work under the 15 Municipal _ 
4 “Commissioners and the remaining 10 male and 3 female vaccinators under the 
ia diréet orders of the HealéheOficer. Trained hands being unavailable proba- 
tioners were engaged and trained. The number of the men on disinfection 
duty was also increased ; they wore divided into three batches, and each batch 
was placed under a Sanitary Inspector, Better arrangements were made at 
the instance,of the Health’ Officer for flushing pucca drains and cleari 
kutcha drains and for watering more roads than previously. The Chairman 
also promised me to award As. 4 to every informer of a small-pox case after 
verification, but I am afraid it was not found possible for some reason or other _ 
to translate the promise into action as shown by the fact that the-column for 
frash attacks in the weekly small4pox statement was always | blank. bia 
Judging from the weekly reports received it ap s that the’ epidemic is 
gradually getting down and that the numbér of iedkly operations performed 
is satisfactory, considering the atmospheric conditions. ‘in <n 


ME. SUFL 





OCancurra, 
Vhe 27th May, 1919. 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 


Pid usifce tn _ -(@ Isita faet that influenza has recently broken out in-an epidemic form 
+ Daoca Juil. in the Dacca Jail te BD 


t 


(4) Tf so, are the Government in’a position ts state the causes thereof ? 


-_— 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:—" 3 : 


si és oe = tle er iS referred to the answer to the cate put on 
his subject by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Ch ori 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K, Fazlaul-Haq:— 5 
ne, 2 Swe , 
Block of (2) Is it a fact that there is a considerable block in promotion both in the 


_ promotion in upper and lower grade of clerkships in the Bengal Scc , Un 
Basseed. the lower grade? * 8 Ps ngs. ae ri Bead in 


(b) If so, will the Government please state what steps are being to. 
ie 3 cca Eubnhode ‘ ‘: exe ee 


~ 


(c) Will-the Government be pleased to state how many extensions in ths 
two grades have been given dating 1912-19 (March)? yee M3 Ta om snes y 


as: (d) Is it a fact that there is propé rtionately a larger sini of: steele a 
the lower grade in the Financial and Publi : sala thes 
depatcoatind ¥ pepe wes nn go oe 


ee (e) Tf so, will the Government be pleased to state the reason for this? 2 i A: 


- 
‘ - ¥ i oie 
‘ XN a i 5 4 . nee er | 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne;— 


DE tbat ge Me r grade. There is alleged to be a 
block i in the lower grade. Ree e 


(0). Government are examining the question and» are considering the 
poss 


ty of Sep lacitig the present graded scale by a time scale. 
one Six extensions in the Palio and fifteen in thie upper grade have 
—@ 





: during the period. 


Fe 4 
Pe ois 23 . . 


(e) The relative strengths in the upper and lower iden in a department 
ate decided on thet@mount of work ini it suitable for the employment of upper 
‘and gee Lee om we 

< Sg ORF = 
sar ea ote $e air ¥ 


» as J 
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By the Hon’ble Babu AI Chandra Datta: -~- 


28. ~ 
(a) Are the Government aware that the Government of Bombay have 
decided that war allowances should be granted to school teachers in Govern- 
ment ag with effect from the Ist Seienary) 1918? 


b) Are the Government considering the desirability of iting sinailas 
war - owances to sch@ol sree in Government employ in eis 


anwinl by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— : . 
. ae. 
“ (a) Government ‘are aware, Gptbis fact. 


Grant of war 
allowances to 
Government 


#chool teachers, 


b) A copy of Finance Department memorandum No. 6242 F., dated — 


the 12th June'1919, sanctioning war allowances to officers of Government 


- drawing a salary of over Rs. 12 but not more than Rs. 50 is laid on the table.”’ 


Copy of Fi. riment Memoxgndum réferred to in the answer the 
La ; neon ey AP mare pi 28 (Unstarred) asked by the Hee BLE 
Basu Aknit Om aes rra at the Council meeting of 38rd July, 1919. 


ih No, 6242 F., dated Caleutta, the 12th June, 1919. 


¥ 


Memo by—The Hon'ble Mr. G, F. Payne, 1.¢.8., Secretary to the 


« . Government of Bengal, Finance Department. 


With a view to affording some teagura, of relief to all Govertithent 
servants (including police officers) drawing over Rs. 12 and not more than 
Rs. 50 4 month the Government of India have been pleased to sanction the 
proposals of. this Government for-the payment of a special monthly war 


een at the following rates :— Wi, 
A. 
Officers drawing over Rs, 12'and not more thap Rs. 20° month... 10% 
ys Ditto Rs.20 ditto. Bs. 30 ditto 1 8 
7S Ditto -  Re30- ditto -*. Ra 40 ditto .. 2 0 
See ites a Date Rs. 40 ditto © Rs 50 ditto 28 


Sect 4 2 These ‘indore will take effect fromthe Ist April, 1919, and will be 
6 until a ‘months after the official termination of the war. 


Pea cs eh ae Burs 8 ae “ 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 


Accommodation 
in cortain 
steamers for 
inter-class female 
passengers. 





ts. 


» Questions and Answers.+ — 


te | 


29. : 
(a) Are the Gaheenel: aware that ‘the inter-class. female compart- 
«ments in the steamers of the A, some Navigation arid Railway Company ~ 
“and Rivers Steam Navigation Cc pany plying between ner oper Chandpore 
and Narayanganj are very unsuitable aS 
(b) Are the Government i aware that in ey steamers—_ 


(i) there is no cabin provided, but. that a portion: of the space which 
* was originally used as a hospital is partitioned — isis ost 
of the deck only by a purdah; 
(ii) a ion of the compartment is used™as a hospital and a tsi an 
on for the transhipment staff; J SPOS S 
(iii) the female compartment and_ the rte ae partitioned off 
properly and-the female passengers are ex it the view ~ 
of the staff; a, 
(iv) there is no bath-room apes to. compartnent, and ‘the 
female passengers haye to wa crowds of third-class 
male passengers along the ‘ok to the lower deck brat they 
v pian. use the bath- sem provided for the third-class male | 
assengers ; 
(v) the acomnedaton of this bath- -room is inadequate in considera- 
tion of the usual number of passengers; 
(vi) there is no wirenetting by. the side of the compartment, there 
being only a canyas protection, the bottom ot which is in 
places usually worn/out, rendering the compartment unsafe for 
children ; 
(vii) no seats of any description are provided in these. compartments? 
Ac) Is it a fact that the inter-class fare in, these steamers is double that 
of the third class? 


d) Are the Gomera’ consti f poe of’. taking such 
steps as they think fit for Sia of grieyanoes referred to in the 
fore-going questions ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 


“ (a) Government are aware that complaints have: made arding Se 
the accommodation provided for inter-class female p ton i : 
(b) (i) and (ii) No eabin is proyided for inter-class f passe F 
The space set aside for the purpose has not been proved to be le. baie 
(iii) The compartment is partitioned off from the office portion by a 
wooden or oes sem toa aE epi 5 feet and wire-netting | from | 
above this to also supplied to ey the hinted prise 
so that there may be cheoletegieiata oneither side, > 
(0) (iv) and (v) The Steamer Conrpaiiel do not sonsider it it desirable or 4 
ble to arrange latrine accommodation for inter*class females in the 
allotted to them on the upper deck. Steps are being a to improve the 
latrine accommodation existing on the main deck. — 


(ri) On some of the vessels wire-netting,is provided; on can =a 


- Bteamers steps are being taken to fit wire-netting so as to ensure safety. — 


(vii) No seats, are provided; experience shows that th aren 
arily prefer to sit or lie on sh fay mats oF rg. : 4 

(c) Yes. Y 

@) The attention of the Steamer Companies be i invited com- 
pintdte whish lave been ade.” wm “ to em Bcd 









See OE ett chr _ ae, a 
ws ae ih hy tg roa : “a =| ce - 
fe F . ; 





sj and Answers, a 


_ By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta; AM en gtey ! : Ps 
* 30. . ; 
(a) he the Government aware that in the dheacaeds of the India Accommodation 
General Navigation and Railway Com mpany and the Rivers Steam N avigation arse 
Company plying between Goalundo, Chandpore and Narayanganj— PE third class = 

male 
-# the accommodation for thindsclass female passengers has been pro- at 
nan! i vided i in a place very near the funnel and that this space imager 
i) remains hot all the time the steamers run, and even the deck i ig nae 

- _ uncomfortably hot; 
i) there is no provision for seats of any description; and 


sity iid) there i nis? no ‘bath-room attached to the third-class female compart. 


: oe 5! “@ “Are the ent also aware that— 
ih UA) 3 th-accommodation for second-class passengers in the above men 
eee tioned steamers is inadequate poor; 


ii) ‘om is no provision for proper ventilation in the cabins; 
(vii) there is no other furniture in the compartment except a hedstead ; 


(iv) there is no deck for the second-clase rs, and they are not 
oe to use the deck provided for the hs class passengers ; 
an 


(v) the ee fare i is considerably more than half of the first 
class and more than double that of the inter-class 4 


(c) ‘Are the Government aware of the © feeling that exists that the 
difference of fare between the first and the second class is out of all propor- 
tion to the comforts provided for the two classes ? 

(2) Are the Government aware that the sweétmeat ‘alls i in the said 
steamers are let ottt to the highest bidder, who again sublets them to others 
at exorbitant rents, and that latter sell bad sweetmeats at a high price? 

(e) Are the Government also aware that the sub-contractor is compelled 

to purchase articles from rs as are selected by the contractors and 


that this results in the sale articles at higher prices than the usual 
market price? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


(a) (i) Se pe aye a for third-class female passengers has been 
_ Tecen “i boil ed_in some 40 vessels, The position of the accommodation has 
not been found-tinsttitable, but all paniones _—. are warmer than the open 


2 
zs Seating accommodation is eitovided ie third-class passengers. 
fel Tt is not. possible to arrange latrine say age a third-class 
passengers in the space’ allotted to them on the upper deck 
(0) (i) t0 (ie) ” 


‘accommodation is somewhat inadequate, and 
at of nm increasing 


passengers travelling by these vessels in 
: estion thewbekn duly considered in the designs for the proposed _ 
new seal Sag the Padma service. Inquiries are being made as to what 
Sf coat vermnents, if ane can possibly be carried out in respectof the provision of 
: itional furniture and ventilation in the cabins of the existing vessels. 
) (°) The second-class fare is double the inter-class fare. 
t have no information on the subject. 
@. and (¢) The Steamer Companies’ Messing Department have recently © 
into their own hands the management of the sweetmeat stalls on some 
of te steamers of the Barisal service; should this prove to be the success which 
- nis vie e arrangement will be extended to the Padma services, with 
results which, it i is oe prove satisfactory to the travelling public.” 


nD 
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Action of 
yailitary in 
révent Calcutta 
dipturbanovs, . 


Report, yo the 
education of 
Hindu girls. 


~ By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:~ Noh ei: 


x Te Res 


” 
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Questions and Answers.’ ** 


a? 


31. ees, 
(2) Willthe Government be pleased to state whether any inquiry- 
was initiated by the Government to ascertain if the military tranagreeed 
the law and exceeded the limits oftheir power during the recent disty 
in Calcutta ¢ : . te 


(b) If so, will the Government. be pleased to state the nature and the 
mode of inquiry and-to lay the report on the table? 


(c) Are the Government aware that there is an impression that the 
soldiers used greater force than was warranted by the situation and by the 
law. 


(d) Have the Government ascertained whether there is aly foundation 


for such an impression ¢ * ; 
as 


(e) Are the Government considering _ the en mlge of eye a 
mixed committee of officials and non-officials to inquire whether the action 
of the military was justifiable during those disturbances ? Pe 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. -Kerr:— 


“Government have received full reports on the disturbances and are 
satisfied that the police and the troops behaved with forbearance, and. that 
there is no ground for the suggestion that they used greater force than was 
warranted by the situation or by the law. Government domot propose to lay 
‘any papers on the table or to institute further inquiries.”’ . 


~ eae i% 


’ % ‘ poe ‘ of 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: 


us 


32. ~ ? 

(2) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the “ report 
submitted on the 31st March, 1916, ‘a the Committee which was appointed 
by the Government of Bengal, with Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee as President, _ 
for the purpose of advising the Government as to th ‘organisation 
for the education of Hindu girls ¢ 

.- 


(b) Have the Government issued any resolution w said report? 
If so, will they be pleased to lay the resolution on the table a “g ' 


(c) What action (if any) has been taken by the Government to give. 
effect to the recommendation of the said Committee ? AES eee BEE 


‘ 


oanea 
(ertgs.: 


“54, Hp 
ea 
~ 


e * ¥ c 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— : i 


r . { Se 

“ (a) and (c) The Hon'ble Member is referfed to the reply given to 
unstarred question No, 15 asked bythe Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray — 
Chaudhuri. Detailed proposals for a Galeutta Purdah School have been — 
received from the Director of Public Instruction and. are now under consider- 
ation. ‘ y : Bus DUNT ETS tet ak 


_ (6) Government did not record any resolution on the report.” Rarer 
ad > eae: 
& ae 


ee 2 = tgs ty 
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so ee 
ded to im to manufacture 
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ity ander te Govern easels 


ollowing establish" 
set firm'such es of the cost 
































Cox's Bazar. ty 
.. Dated, Ca ethan the 2nd E ; 


Pronk. 6. Dag ak Ried Sab 
‘to—The Gaia of Chittagong. va 


co a vig sept a Me. di 


‘DT nave the honoar ‘to solicit cae favour - 
manufacture salt locally for ‘sale to the 
mo consumption on payment of the us 
; Iam ready to open a godown where an 
aie and duty levied according to the rales, 4 in 
xe 8. As cheatin t is quite-a eae ae joes 
the entertainment extra preventive staff 
time as the Proj does not appear peeticnd sae 
present pa rr eisai officers may be nner: 


‘purpose at 

ea», pie you ser phsacad thea me the pen iy 

I may be informed macnn so that I ay, be ane Pome 
minaries at once. Poet ; tigiitl et 





.\ » Dated caiecaaer us acai ve 

From—Gien Gxoron, Esq., Chief ‘Mining 

ag: Andrew Yule Co, 2 

To—The Secretary to the Gigvacaan of | 

1 nea to address you on the subject of the manufact 

- You are, of course, aware of the relative dificulty 
imported salt compared with those available in. 

_ causes which have led to the Strong preference 


as a ; 
the existing shortage of freight which is certain to 
years after the declarati peace, there will eviden 
a salt which, a maniac ‘in 









hiipemeaioas Saath ok factor 
and find the capital ‘ne Mnecessary, y, which 
ance wpecial terms, but merel. toss 

Tha Spee tele 
Government with the proposal. I beg, therefore, to enquire 


| of B be prepared to grant mea license to 
sea-water si parcuas of which wl sn 
















ces tron hang for 


on Sea ae Caloutta, ‘the-82nd i Giantabke bit: nie oes 

j titi ara BLE Mr. de i Bengal, ir vail 1.0.8., Secretary to 

‘ey 7 rernment of ni: inane! ep Daennente 
othe oe of ‘the Chittagong Divis 







‘hi rewarding @ 
nek Si rohit ee Olitaaee for ufmiegion to manu- 
dated the facture salt locally. In vigw of the high prices 
of salt prevailing in Chittagong, at present you 
that proposal forthe local manufacture of salt may be sanc- 


at Snolose a copy of a note’ recorded the Commis- 
Mand Balt, sta ng the regult of inquiries made by him during — 
to Chittagong, and “ios that ratty dag eae 
1 manufacture i in Chit i 















civma’ 


ii of By ein 
ut: sata The “oh paca “Chittagong should 
this matter with the Commissioner. of Excise and Salt, 
for the: orders of Government. But the matter 
arly decision arrived at, whetherany- 
of local manufacture. 
of the Excise a sr ah s note, 


of th spe fel, pi ys 
i war @ communicated seahe 
being mae for ‘the import 











Mr. Pp. . Das, retired Sub-Depaty Cale 
sion to manufacture salt, experimen 
ashes for a period of six i” 
in the oiroumstances pragth ib gone 
the permission asked for by Sona oe 
titioner may be informed that Government are-u 
which do not provide for adequate erage over 
facture and that this can only be by. aes 


Copy « of. Government tiles dealing with the applicatic 
Jor the em: of * 










































From—H. 'P. Y. “Serene, Esq., 1 
_ Governmént of Be 
To—Guien Grorez, Exg., Chie Mining. 0 
Yule & Co, : I 
Wen reference to the correspondanep satay with 
25th July 1918, | am directed to say that the Governor in 
to accept the scheme for the establishment ‘of a. fe 
of salt within the Contai subdivison of the distr 
authorize you to manufacture the said commodity in t 
terms all. conditions apeeiat in the license ene 
also authorized to as the license, now granted t 
be formed and called the Chemical Industries, Limited, 
assignees agree to the terms and conditions of the license. - 
2. With reference to condition (2) of the 80, 
Government have no wish to hamper your enterprize 
but that they must retain the right to safeguard Gove 
_ from salt ménufactured im the factory if any of the com 
efective. 


, 





Copy of license granted to Mr. Glen 


“No. 158 T.—8, B., dated the 2nd. ‘otcbae 


a with a copy of the license, ‘forwarded to the Gomi 
and Salt, Bengal, for inlormation and necessary action,» 


Mr. Glen Goarge of. Diser, in tateict £4 
Government of Bengal to eaeetet 
atin i. on ie ici ko seaheinen hh fre 





5; produce the same for 
See cok cee ts tay clint Onioe at ae RUEaP 1 
Ds tte vs Veta 
; ‘Subject to the directions of Government, the 


Government 


a oyees authorized for the pur ‘shall be 
house compound. “A regist PP ; 
the licensee, and all w t 





Sat rainy > peo, 

% + 

aan 
; 


* 


A 4 
hare (ir 


Tia. i ‘eT'S O 
a Pek POMAL 





Arhar a al, por mana AS 

(Salt, per mound. 

: Ghi, p per maund : e 
Vegetables, por mann Pe 
Mustard oil, per mand 
Kerosine, per tin oe 


~~ o- 


Details of the concessions recent granted 
~ dated the 12th June, 1919” ; . 


By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra & a 


. 


(a) Will the Government -be ae state the 


“spent to date, and the full particulars of 

et 2) cninacton ‘eith the anti-malarial works 

shee. specified heads and sub-heads of diture, as 
ere he Budge of 


») Will the whole of the amount ander the d 
imal teed clause (a) So 


- Anwar by the Howe Mr Goode: 


“ (a) and (¥) The Hon'ble: presumably 
Draft oon ae bon risen not the 
= pal expendi ie a Sais te 













@. (id and id (i) A statement is laid on the library table. It has a, 
Gd, basis of the villages affected, but the are benefited does on 
scessari Pinche with the area included in the boundaries of mauzas. , 
can only be ined with precision when the survey is carried out ° 
er section 6 (1) of the buh Sanitary Drainage Act, 1895, and the 
ie eee maps relwia’ os 


pag Sb Ath 1 Aegan Rai “Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


mi Ae Pr : 
Will ‘the AV no be pleased to day on the table a statement showing— Particulars of 


certain tenures 


2 Ae, the names and full addresses of the principal holders of tenures in to be venofited 
the tract afiécted who will be benefited by the completion of by'the Amta 
+4 _ the Amta drainage scheme; drainage 


. scheme, 
(ii) the names and full addresses of the agitibe landords: 


_ (iii) the total amount of annual rent and cesses payable to the superior 
landlords by each of the holders of tenures in the tract affected ; 
F 


Ra A a of the tract aflected in each of the tenures referred 


Answer by the Hon’ble bsdeuane 


* (i), (Gi), (ttt) and (iv) A statement is laid on the library table. It has © 
been compiled on the basis of the villages affected, but the area benefited does * 
not necessarily coincide with the area included in the boundaries of mauzas. 

This can only be determined with precision when the survey is carried out | * 
under section 6 (d 1) of the Bengal Sanitary sages es Act, 1895, and the. 


revenue maps al is 
By thé Hon'ble fal Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— - ; j 
38. : : : 


Will the Government be pleased te state whether, in the matter of Appointments 
making appointments of Drainage Commissioners under clause (c) of sub-. of Drainage 
section (1) of section 3o0f the Bengal Sanitury Drain Act, 1895.(Bengal 
Act.’ of seed for the tract affected in any local area notified by. the 
Government, preference is a in. such appointments to the claims of 
: ysis estates over the claims of holders of tenures ¢ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— : 
i ‘The reply is in the negative.” eee ‘ uy 
; By tho Hon'ble Rai = Chandra Mitra neu manasa if 













‘@ win ‘the pues: a picased ‘to state the names of ne Control of 
ots. in Bengalgyhere t the sale of kerosine oil is controlled by the district ‘erosive ol 
r 4 AY; WA 
RE Jeased to lay on the table'a copy of the 
(if any) which are in force A the districts: of Bengal for controlling the 
f ( oil by. district officers? 


Hon’bl Mr. pigs. 
ile Member is referred to the answer evento stared question 
tion Lave ied! asm mea 


°. 


\ 7 





Commissioners, #° - 


Zamindare of 


* A drainage 
tad. 


ra drainage 


_referred to in the said statement sold his zamindary righ ‘Of 


“revenue to the Collector of Holts in his one name atter the 


, in the Calcutta Gazette of the 5th March, 1919! 


i drainage in pargana Moyua, st 
_ district of Midnapore, owing to the silting up 


‘the middle of gone 10 19197 72 
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24 Questions and Answers. s: 
By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra: 


40 


(a) With reference to the sta 
question No. 21 on the 4th ‘September, 1917, ie Gov 
to state whether it is a fact that Babu convent hi 


tauzi No. $8 under the Collector of Hooghly under a 
No 2693 for 1914 registered on the 7th August, 
tration office, for Rs. 1,99,000 to the late Rai Setab | 


(b) Is it a fact that the late Rai Setab Chand Nah 


ey 





estate from Babu Kashiswar Mukherjee in 1914? — 
(c) Is it a fact that since the death of Rai Seta’ Chand 3 ‘Nah 
land revenue and cesses on accourit of the above estate haye been~ 
Collector of Hooghly by his son, Babu Fateh Singh Nabaeee N 
Mirror Street, Calcutta ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode :— 


“ (a), x?) and (c) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the a 
uestion 21 (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Pale 
y Chaudhuri.” She. 





By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadar— 
41. ; 3 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state wot any 
oe > = be i seers di Ne connection with the Amta drainage 
istrict of Howrah is to be realised by the Go Senna Tee 
direct, or from the zamindar, as onal iar es be ae 
(b) Are the Government considering the mea f app 
Fateh Singh Nahar es one of the Eeeeccs Gomalssiooent 
the Amta drainage’ scheme in the district of Howrah, in a 
terms contained in order No. 710 L.8.-G., dated the 3rd 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode: 


“ (a) The Hon'ble Member'is referred to sectic . 


Sanitary ‘sooner Act, 1896. which la 
As patnidars 0 inarily pay Sadun: Cone sie ied 


to Government, the drainage cess will be real 2a 
is a stipulation in the pain’ lease that nes ne 


(b) No.” 


a 
(@) Has the attention of the a ae 





Are the Government in possession 
Eee Governor in Counel by the 









(c). If so, will the Go 
ae ee 


ae 







Rast ts a pesca the congested drainage vonditions of pargana 
wag Ps vision stoi, nese oo ang of ae En ised carried out in 
is survey Ww t e tract requiring Inage was an~ 
~~ Sextrel low one-and that any scheme drawn up under Besar: methods 
NC bE: entirely effective except at® prohibitive cost. Two remedial 

> measures were, however, put forward by the Chief Engineer for acceptance 
y the people interested. These were :— 


EiBipaar ny 9 To cars two square miles of Jand at a time to tidal spill so 
Ree rae) : Sieur of silt on the low area would raise it in the course - 
iD Seen Pa ey ey and the flow back of clear water Would scour out the 
eae Ra drainage channels and d make them efiective for draining the 


-. . s. remaining area. 
Ao eta (ii) In the alternative, a drainage cut with its outfall at the junction of 
Meet oA 4) the Kaliagh yoand Cossye rivers. © 


The Commissioner, to whom the do > see were referred, reported that 


f neither of the schemes found favour with the people interested. 
ugt (b) and (c) The memorial in question | was not received till the 27th June, * 
“1919; it is.at present under fey aca ‘\ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra | Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— E 
8. * 
(a) will ‘the Government be Zikaal to state why the balances. of the 
"current demand of the Gobardanga Wards’ Estate in the district of the “ 
24-Parganas were on the increase in the years 1916- 17 and 1917- 187 
(b) Isita fact that the percentages of collection of the current and arrear 
iabiadats of viet said estate were not satisfa¢tory during ihe last three years 
up to 1824 (B. 8)? 
. WS fe) Did the collegtion improve during 1918-19, ie., 1325-B.8. ? 
(@) Referring to the figures i in column (7), Appendix IIT of the printed 


sa of the Ward’s Estate for the years 1916-17 and 1917-18, will the- 
t be pleased to state what was the nature of ‘the a ‘held and, 


eee = Sper the Deputy Collector in charge of the Wards’ Estate. 
or the Collector of the aegeee satisfied himself as to the accuracy of the 
punts in cea not be realised tt the responsible officers 
ret ends Tstate 











Sas ( Will the Government be sie ‘to state what side they are taking 
Sepspi administration of the sare estate 
Ar swer ‘by Hon'ble Mr. MeAlpin:— r 
“ (a) The increase in the balances of current demand of the Pieiisics 


ab.7 and 1917-18 was due to exceptional ' economic conditions 
The b *s have subsequently been reduced. 


4 


mek eS 





‘t wae Ft 


what steps, if any, 
“4 the 8 mi Pu lic % 
, basin ; y iy 
0) what final arrang len have been wna 
warnings to perrie on — 
: officers at Raaigen} oud sf 
(c) what progegss, if any, has been made ae : 


Nala ? 


Answei by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley:— 
“ (a) A redistribution of the areu semper! = 


and Eastern Canals and Northern’ Drainage and 
. under consideration. 


- This redistribution is rhaposed to be effected — 


(i) by the creation of a new division with headqua 
' ~ -which provivion has been made in. the current ye 
(ii) by alterations in the areas now comprised with 
‘i Eastern Carals Division, and the Northe: 
_. Embankment Division so as to give effect to the E 
the Hon’ble Member in this Council at iid 
esday, the 19th February, 1919, in the t 
“by the Legislative Council. . The sanctior 
India to the creation of the new division js 
asked for at an early date. At the pre 
available to fill the post Sof Executive Engine 
new division, but it is hoped that thee n 
created é im} November next, 


~ (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred . the 
his starred question No. 19 at the feapeye bots egies 
officer is stationed at Barakar, nor 


dhe fone of focd-warnangs aban garb in detail 


ae reader stationed at Rani S tele 
‘ment a ben igare See: ioc 








~ Will the Government be sige to make a detailed statement regarding 


recurring grants made by the Government of India 
2Be2 since 1912, a showing. briefly— , 


@ the purposes, terms and conditions of each such grant; 
(ii) the amounts credited to provincial funds, year by year, under:each 
ie f’ _ +; such head; 
(iit) the expenditure from each such grant, year by : year; and 
ey ~ (te) the balance of each t now in hand, and the reasons for its non- 
P) Recicatan utilization in each case! : y 


ma oc by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


. tes, wb (iti) and (iv) Two statements, one for recurring Imperial 
for + ea sagt Imperial grants sanctioned since 
123. are laid on the library table. 


. By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


‘Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
* showing— 
(a) the date on which the Director of Civil Supplies assumed control 
over export of rice from Bengal ; 


Recurring and © — 
non-recurring: 
grants by the 
Goveysment of 
India for 
education, 


Export and 
import of rice. 


a ts quantities of rice which have since been noi aia sisi [ 


(i) to foreign countriés, and 
' (t) to other provinces in India, , * 


month by month, as compared ich the ‘Straps 3 figures 
=. -« for the six months immediately preceding his taking over 


we the names of firms oe jndividuals that have been granted priority — 


certificates during each of these months, ah ay age export of 
rice, and the pee tbortec which were so’ be exported, as 
compared with those actually permitted tc to be exported, by each 
under such certificates ; 


- (@) the names of firms and individuals that have been refused priority 
certificates for exporting rice; 
(e J bebe or considerations that govern the granting of priority 
i sf fay ficates for ee, of rice fo estat canta and the 
Es Tate Aotersaiaution of os ceili of rice in respect of which such 
ay ates are gran 


f) the quanti of rice that ve been imported into Bengal from 
‘ _ each noah since the dete on which control was 








% by 1 
rice, as compared with the corresponding figures for the six 
months immediately preceding; 


abe quantities of the said Burma Tice imported into Bengal since 
Se Res nx date of control, that have been absorbed in 


. the districts of 
Seek hae beset aren fo. the other prov provinces; and 





and how the same has varied, if at all? 


entoed ‘Director of Civil pupphies over the export of | 


ima wholesale price of Burma: rice has been 





























a) The Director of Git isa 
of rice from this province 
missioner for India. 


(b) The quantities of rice eee from 
(i) to foreign countries— 
(A) during six months before. contr 


_ sioner— > 
May,1918 ©... wk 
June, 1918... ear 
July, 1918... ci 
August, 1918 oon 

_ September, 1918 .- se)» 


‘  * October, 1918 


% Sovoidieen: 1918, «oc cnieoetey 


December, 1918 = ww. - 
é January, 1919 en 
February, 1919 a 
* March, 1919 Ree 
- April, 1919 9... 0 2 tes 


(it) to other provinces in India— (ie 
. (A) during six months Sete control — ca 





Quarter Ending 30th June, 1918. irene 
ete ening. 30th September, 1918 


(B), during six par a atter nontrol—. 


Quarter ending 8ist Decembe sl = 
a i eo ae cual wr 





eee 


*; vee 


bipintea is not abate. 


e wholesale prices charged ‘espeseanial ‘Rangoon #4 b 
peeeper Ai deckemnber ‘ae * * or bart 


January. 
by thirteen annas for all varieties sold c.if., ana 
a ee all varieties sold eo-godown on ater 28th, 1919. 


a rice were fixe: on Mi 27th aca and 
for the latter were fixed on May 28th and at 
‘since according to saaetection tet masts wice.?? +> x 


a yee « ots 


} ipreferre) sara whic ‘will he made 


ee ihe eer Sd hott, ede, ¥ 


the various ‘Relief 


% Governments” ‘or 















































Ansine by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
‘* The Hon’ble Member ‘is referred to the statement 
in connection with the resolutions on the subject.”” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


49. “ i 

a) With reference oa question No. 9 of th 

Gov nd Cee ee state gee they hav 
ernment 0 ir views regarding e organisat) 

Departmént of Industries and other matters contiected 

_ (b) If 80, will the Government be blenedk ie to | 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Payne:— 
“ (a) Yes. 
b) The question being still the subject of correspond 
iain of tottia and the genta of. aay the local Gove 
to publish the communication in questi te 


_ By the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— oh - z 


50. ¥ 
With reference to unstarred | ariesions No. LXII of the 10k Angus, 
and the reply thereto, will the Government pen lage state 
have arrived at any-decision in regard to the Government of nd 
on Local 1: peiiaacitn which was stated in the said bese tok 
sideration = 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Goode:— 


‘* The resolution of the Government of India has ‘ae 
sidered by Government and definite conclusions have been 
Action is being taken with regard to such of the recomm 
conveniently given effect to immediately. There are, h 
cannot be given effect to without recourse to legislation 
fore, must wait until it is possible to take up the amend 
Municipal Act and Local Self- Government het. “44 


By the Hew’'bis Babe Bhabesiira Ohaeibis Tapes 


61. v oy 
wa rie aa Pet 
7 : ie r 
huri, will the Gowsremnel te Se atuae : 
taking i in the matter # 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ Government do not propose 
; eget atta 
: with the matter Pa ae 







u 











ae a 





: ve a8 = F uation WHOS Aarons, 
“Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— Praree . aie rit 


nS, Arrangements % are being made to translate the Act into Bengali 
When the translation i - aa it will be available for of supply to: member of 
nion Committees and other peer in rural areas 


ee tia ta Bhatiendra Chandra Ray:— : 
83. 


~ What ae have been taken in pursuance of Gavernment resolution District board 
No. 1478-Medical, dated the 31st August, 1917, and Government. letter ‘*pensaries. 

. No. 2752-Medical, dated the 18th September, 1917,,regarding the desirability , 

ot bringing district board dispensaries within easy reach of villages? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


2 “ The questioner is referred to the answer given to a similar question 
- (unstarred question No. 72) asked-by the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan 
een. 


" By the Hon’ble Babu Bhahendra Chandra Ray:— 
54. 
a) Will the Government be pleased to state the names Of persons Unconditional 


*who ‘eB been released from internment ‘ ‘ unconditionally,’ together with Saran oun 
the dates of internment and release in each case? 


a) ), What are the considerations that generally determine such “ uncondi- 
tio release ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:— .* 


“ (a) and (b) Government are not prepared to #4 the names asked’ fot 
second part of the question does not, permit o eneral answer; the 
form of order passed depends upon the merits of the i in ividual case.’ 


se, Pe ; s 
- By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
ve x 55. 
Will the Government be pleased to state the number of vrsits paid since-Nou-official 


their “appointment by the Sonata visitors to each political prisoner and caided 


the pera between different visits to each? - Sriecnshal 


_Anawer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr:— 


Non-official visits to State prisoners ‘are usually paid monthly, and 


Px = numbered 77 to date, though this number is of visits to the 
Se feel contain more than one prisoner. In the case of détenuy the 

could not be ppmpiies without undue labour which it is thought 
to undertake.”’ 


4 





Revision of the 
terms of existing 
rink notes. 


‘were drawn up nearly thirtyyears ago. when conditions prevailing 
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Questions and Answers. cated mo 

. Ws 

By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R.A. Irwins— Sis igen bata 

56. ; ‘ 4 # a Sr nals 4 te peek: ie 

(a) Is ita fact that the terms of the risk notes at present ae 

country were quite different to what they are at the present day? © oo 
(b) Are the Government considering the deaiaghitity of 1 ; 


the Government of Yndia that the Railway Board be instru 
the matter with a view to the revision of the said terms? 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— echt ot Ye “4 é ay 
“(a) No. The form and terms 6f risk notes for use by railway adminis- — 


i ki ilways to which the Indian Railways Act, 1890 (IX of — 
Tani; axipliee, are etl jent to the approval of the Governor General in Council 


. under section 72, sub-section (2), clause (a that- Act. The forms at | 


Expenditure of 

« the Imperial 
Educational 
Grant. 


~ the budget debate of March last was for the whole of India. 


Hot weather 


Government 
high schools in 


2° aivigion, 


provision for this as early as possible? 


resent in use are lettered A, B,C, D, E, F,G, Hand X,Y, Of these, Forms — 
art C, D, E, F, H-and X were revised and the re orms adopted with  _ 
eflect from the 1st July, 1898. Forms Y and G as an alternative to forms _ 
X and D were adopted with effect from the 1st July, 1900, and the Ist February, : 
1903, respectively. Forms B-and H were again subsequently revised and the 
revised forms brought into use with effect from the Ist April, 1907, “Forms 
D and G were also again revised and the revised forms brought into use with — 
effect from the Ist April, 1909. ‘There has been no further revision of any 
of the fornis since the last date named. Ape aie are ina dos 


(b),No.” 


Ss 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 
57. | 


(a2) With reference to my_unstarred question No. XLIX asked at the 
meeting of Council on the 26th November, 1918, and the reply thereto, will the 
Government be pleased to state whether they are at present in a position to 
give the information asked for in the question ¢ ie aa 
(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the ret ie by. , 
the Hon'ble Sir Sarkaran Nair in the Imperial Legislative Council in the 
last budget debate of that Council in regard to the expenditure of the 
Imperial Educational grant of nine lakhs and, if so, what steps (if any) haye 
they taken to expedite the expenditure of this grant? SEN 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


_ _.* (a) The Government of India made a recurring grant of Rs. 9 lakhs — 
in 1917-18 for the improvement of primary and: + education in * 
Bengal. Proposals for its disbursement are still under discussion with the — 
Government of India and final orders have not yet been received. =. 


(>) The grant of 9 lakhs referred to in Sir Sankaran Naine' peech in 









received (persumably as-its share) a grant of 5} lakhs in 19) eee 
education. the whole of which i distri stele re for pr 
By the Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Alis— 
58. eho 
(a) Is it a fact that no provision has been for’ 
for Government high oebers in the Chittagong atte 


(b) Tf so, are the Gevernment considering bog {ie 
ing the desirability 





r 


* 
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a Questions and“Auswers, : 4 
Answer by the Moo’bie Mr. Goode | 
___ * (a) The reply is in the affirmative. Ae 
___ (b) Necessary funds have recently been placed at the disposal of the — ia 
_. Inspector of schools.’’ ? . 43 ; Oe ee: 


- 
. 


Visa Ngtin ye 4 : 
By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 
“69. pe eo Ke 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing Certain statistic’ 
separately the figares for the last five years of the Education Department as to— {th 


Edueational 


_ (@) the surpluses both in recurring and non-recurring grants, under ee ings ; 
a " éte., for the Ins! 


; _ different heads; and’ ive seite 
» (#2) the items of expenditure, and the heads of allotments of. the 
: Imperial grants to this province ¢ 


(b) Is it a fact that surpluses have been accumulating in the Educational 
_ - Budget year after year? 


“ (c) Are the Government considering the desirability of expediting the 
_ expenditure of these surpluses and, if so. are the Government in a position to 
say when these surpluses are likely to be fully spent # : 


_ Answér by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— : . 
j “ @) @ and (i) and (0) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the re ly 
fe unsta’ question No. 45 asked by the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra 
; y. 


(ce) No expenditure out of these surpluses can be inctrred without the 
sanction of the Government of India and Government are not in a position 
» to say at present how soon these surpluses can be spent.’’ . 


* 


"By the Hon'ble Khan Sahih Aman Ali:— 


4 60. r ; 
; (a) In regard to my questigh No, 19 (unstarred) asked at the meeting of Sankt 


Count on the 8rd April last ce ding the grant of hill allowance to the theteachersof 
teachers of the Rangamati High E ak School, dre the Government consider- tie Mingamati 
ing the desirability of increasing the allowance in question up’ to 83 per cent, school. 
of the pay of the teachers so that the deduction of house-rent at'the rate of 10 
per cent. on their salary will leave intact the 20 per cent. allowance on:their 
pay which was ey granted tocompensate them for the othere incon- 
veniences of the place 


_. (b) With reference to the reply given to the second part of the question 
referred to in clause (@), are the Government considering the desirability of 
» reconsidering the matter uf granting the increase in the hill allowance at least 
- from the date on which such increase was,granted to the ministerial officers of 


« 








swer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— 
* a ‘and (0) The matter is still under the consideration of the Director 
c Instruction, but he is being asked to expedite the submission of his 


. « 





a Regulation of 
nate in the 
§— Dorthorn part of 


eo i. 


eee 


 Manicipalities 
outside Caleutta 
~ > having 1st And 
| Class Health 
and 
i Banitery 
f Tospectors 


a a a 
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~ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr:— Dea % 







‘ 


61, 
With reference to the answer to my unstarred aime 

3rd July, 1918, will the Government be pleased to state, 
has been made in the sch2me of the Commissioner of yer 
regulating the traffic in the northern part of Caleu . 
traffic-police, especially in the Burra Bazar, Jorabagan nd Ke narto 


“Tn October. 1918, Government sanctioned the increase of the feats 
police by 22 head constables and 270 constables. Of this number 22°head 
constables and 187 constables have been recruited from other aap or of the _ 
Caleutta Police, and partially trained. Thirty-seven new traffic | ty have a 
already beén put down and manned in the town of Caleutta north of - on 
Road, Before October last, the sanctioned stre: of the tr, : im 
12 head constables and 126 constables, so under the recent increase the force 


will practically be trebled.’’ a “ 
By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— Bite til a oo 
62. ne ae 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the fabie: a PIE sy 
showing the Municipalities (outside Calcutta) aah have at present in their — 
employ” Ist and 2nd class Health Officers and Ist and Sot, aie ‘Sanitary, 


Inspectors, respectively ? . mnie 2 Sie! sieesed 
(>) What arrangements are there for the ius of” candidates fr 
employment as Sanitary Inspectors ? ; Ad ants Be ie 
e 


(c) How many persons have so far availed themselves of these ° 
nities of training? " cepa 








“ ve 


(d) How many of them have dese sunceeatal at the Sitar Inept 


Examination ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— a Res (i 
“ (a) A-statement is laid on the table. eb i 


_ (0) The Sanitary Commissioner conducts a special class 
ing of 2nd class astaly Inspectors. ‘The apc for op 


¢) 237 didates ha 
en. aah iy: aye vas a Bs 


(2) Up to November, 1918, when the fas 
were successful in in securing certificates.” 


emo 
Ya 
jae 


23 


Sl cahk We oe 


at 





























‘Satkhira . 
Rampore Boatia 





Natore +. 

_ Dinajpur_ .... 
pe Jalpaigari... 
eae) _ Rangpur ... 
ay *. Pabna... 
ae Serajganj ... 
rg F Knglish Bazar 
pes ee oe 


aay “f First Class 


€ 
Te 
‘ 


oe 





- Narey an .. 1 Second Class 
Be > yunntak 4 “+ 1 Second Class 
oa Netrokona es, 
“t. 
Es - _ Jamalpore a 
pense Sherpore ... at 
te Kishorganj deat 
wae Tangail ... ee ' 
} ae Faridpur ... Eire gates 
rea ‘ Madaripur ads 
& Barisal :.. Me 


wk 


Jhalakati ... arr: 
Bas el Fie te 

ittagong ad 
Gomille eo. f2.0 Ssnes 


- Brahmanbaria —_..., 
Chandpur wat 


‘By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
fe 
Has any progress been made in regard to. ee. 


medical education? If.not, ‘what are the reasons ine 
to the proposal ? : 


ss Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Payne:— 


“The questioner is referred to the reply ne 
“Nath Ray Pagrserty ee: 1010. mle the 
y On. t was rated that 
_ not contemplate the establishment of schools or the opening 0: 
fo ing medical education in the vernacular. Th: 
at upon full consideration and after a 1 


obtndia 2 e existing faciliti 
are still behind the ae ope 














x 









et a Ne Government ate 4 aware of the interesting socsianall which he recently 
_ sprur oe 0 in the direction of the formation of anti-malarial 
_ sociel co-operative lines. There are now three such societies in opera- 
“tion, re * Peoihati ti, Sukchar and § re, in the 24-Parganas district. 
cane ‘aims are to provide for free medical attendance and betas ie bi — 
of the society and to carry out local sanitary im nee dpe 
ive ay weed at ere has also decided to o ee dispe 
co agen doctors. Quite recently Rai Bahadur, ane €. 
Chatterji, who has pe he a pioneer in this movement, and a number of other 





in co-operation and sanitation,-approached the Registrar — 


with a view to the registration of a provincial society at Calcutta for the 
- encouragement of anti-malarial societies in the mufassal. The Registrar has 
' given them every assistance in drafting by-laws and i in n making-preliminary 
_ arrangements. 

The istrar is giving ever enoouragement in his power to these 
‘societies. e Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society, which receives 
ie. suey from Government towards its publication, has also given’ wide 


ublication in its journals to the formation of these societies and to other 
uti -malarial ci sion he 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
- 65. 


_. . With reference to unstarred question No. LXXVI of the 3rd Tuly, 1918, 
_wil! the Government be pleased to state— 


(a) what steps (if by have been taken for the development of the 
resources 0: 


the country since the last war conferences at Delhi 
eae CoLate, 


(0) in what directions such steps have been taken, and with what 
result;and 


a © to ae) extent “Tidfen capital and talents have been utilised there- 


| Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Palas ‘ 
fee <“ (@ and (b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the -answer given to 


Development 
of resources of 
the country. 


~ questions VI Pome (f) on the 18th February last. A copy of the new edition 
of the Indian 


unitions Board’s handbook is laid upon the library table and 
attention is invited to articles 2.3 (/), 8, 17, 29, 30-and 36. 


Hon'ble Member is also referred to the speech of the Hon’ble Revenue 
rin to the resolution moved by the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter on 
e arch, 1919, in which some of the steps taken to develop the resonrces 
= Forest and Cinchona Departments were summarised. 


ent have at present under consideration two applicatioos for 
‘actiol Gustton: from forests in the Chittagong Hill-tracts 
‘ision for commercial purposes. — 









way Government of India. 


sulture, the Hon’ble Member is referred to the Gov: 
. 681-7. R., dated the 7th June, 1919, of which a copy 
Seakie: beeries j 


oe 


‘ae es gation. of the tannin resources of the Sunderbans i is Mee con-— 


Tee 


Ek 


& 
































es> 


With regard to indsty, the Hon fe 
Gia eased biareed be wearing in > Me 
' (e) It is difficult to answer this question precisely, «] 
the Indian Munitions Board placed a orders to the Aas 
one ae . rupees. “Aen stialyets of bills amounting Yo 6b Sniey 8 
was paid to purely Indian firms. 
It is understood that Indians have not stood ta on 
a ’ section of the share market, while a few of the Industrial — Con 
ee believed to have been subscribed to almost entirely by Indian 
a , An Indian superintendent and an Tndian chemist have bee appoi 
Bes the new Government Research Seva Mia 


he By the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal sinatinn 
fe: 88. 
 Progrom of Will the Government be pleased to sate w wha et or a) 


ope: ra made in regard to the stegomyia inquiry, the 
ata the total amount spent in connection therewith ? 


aS if Anewer hy the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— i. RANE inots oi LXE 


fe “ The Hon'ble Member i is referred to the re’ a to ste 
No, 2 at to-day's meeting.” a ie 


os “ 

t Cue 
oa By the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
be cea 
fe | Bxpendivae (2) What amount has so far been expended in | 


eran ceuk  Cleghorn’s investigations regarding silk-worms, and e 

iS sant cation have the results of these sdvestigatine been 

Es (b) Has any expert SPS Se AE 
these investigations ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


a : expen Rupees seventy-one thousand three ‘aia sae id four 
so far in five years in connection with Miss © horn 


Sar ponte: involves a.com ete and detailed study 8 
ek the a of hybrid sone branch. led ty oe ¥ 
Bis capes bes teen nine wg te ceanenin ade sele 
oo eter. Powe Boul sheen ie ig a 
ris Gace iat bic cacwiass veral yee 
safe to distribute them to rearers, cs 


2 Mr. ae orl Profesor of 













of 





44a) and (6) The foll 
through the hands of the 
drawn, and the year’in wi 


Magra Hat .. 
Midpapur Canal 
Hijili Tidal Canal 
Orissa Coast Canal 
Kristopur Canal 


Circular and New Cut Canal 474 


»Tolly's Nala 484. 
Madaripur Bil ee 40 | 
Nadia Rivers 60 


In addition tolls ‘are realised by the Pu 
divisional Officer at Jangipore in the Nadia Rivers 
divisional Officer, No, 2 Sub-Division of the Cir 
Division, for Sunderbans steamer and=flat - 
Engineer, Circular and Eastern Canals Diyision, 
through the Madaripur Bil Route, on bearing t 


(c) Yes, a scheme is under preparation.” _ 


A 
vate Be) 


wii Bo. ne 
AO eS 


By the Hon'ble Babu Sv Narayan Mulia 


tex, 
ee 
rhe “Yty 





: ting begin ssiacde’Sis thie 3 srovement of 
that the Damedar with a view to drain AWAY works 


> investigations carried. én gia the = 
Sooee Glass, the Special Officer, in connec- |. 
oir Si Rarer at the ppper readhes i ot 4 


0 erations p in pro 
— with eee 


a aie up to has dies Gh le Roaicsnt ap 
anti-A th the details of the work 
_ Sedieteernatee he 


* 


ish Bad bean axcevstad for a length of nearly 
feet and depth of 12 feet. 


set estaba ad been retired about half a mile inland 
or Hl bean excavated b st a 
of Howrah 0 


. toa width ie ie 
prey ee 


Se 


gansings rani 
Bo aa floods oe 





: oll x igor to ‘be submerged. . 
(ii) Detailed plans for each site have been 


ao at hee aa | and ay 




































8 state iakies ei beve-bedcnidnken by Estab 
bh ed effect to the wishes of Govern- sre 
lis ‘twor ~ ‘dispensaries in rural areas, as oS 
oly Bs on the working of the district a Bee ide. *| 

nc’ fr the TITAS “ander pacare yi. ade ae | tie Sea 


J lets % 








sa Pope toa ape wy “¥ x . 2) “yg 


a cirdalar issued by Government on the 18th’ September, 
ing upon district boards the necessity for establishin more dis- 
bar opsied duis ince dispensaries were opened during 1918, 
0 g months of the current year and 
under consideration.’ hea 


« ron 


CS ipieatesecs to the answer to intakes question No. XI of 3rd J Paale 
; jcecerding the remoyal of the headquarters station of the eed sea ramp ee 
, are the Government aware that the erosion of the river Meghna, has distriat 
d with ra rapidity during the last two years and that the zil/a . 
Mission House, the Hindu and Muhammadan ra 
nd some oti eesti have already been washed 


the! eierdacnd pis aware that the erosion of the) leghna. has 
r of grave anxiety and great concern to the people of it 
‘the Government consideri the necessity of making any ar 
removal of the hendqiinrtore station at daca? co biabeaaaht 


If s ‘80, will the Government be pleased to state what site, if any, has an. 
cted fn this purpose and whether this removal will be temporary or 


3u sccm ates Noakhali 
t peter ee rate this year-than in former years, and 
g ion which lay between the river and — 
“overnment have no doubt that the situa- 
ah Mga ak ee mamaaite “ay 
, ere is 8 ne ity : 
fore the river reaches the town. In these bes weet | 
to adhere to the policy which the have. ‘ a 
a elsewhere. They have no intention of : a 
u ce watorog sees tee Git wheel. heal 

























































By the Hon'ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singhat— 
a4 y 74. . rE SAU ane , Fy 
Ma : a) Are the Government aware that the rise in 
| foolsats in food-stufis in the Presidency has been very rapid: 


z 
i 


beginning of this year? = wa 
(b) Are the Government also aware tha this 

anxiety to the whole population of the Presi rs 

‘ are already suffering a great deal on this account 4 


aa c) Have the Government taken an s to ascertain t ne 
Meer ws rise ‘ if 80, will the Government be x oi ‘state what 
ie! .- (@) What steps (if any) are the Government tak 
cs, silting the catietings of | the poor of this Presidency. 
of prices? apf en 
SS ‘ ‘ d 7) 
its ‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— er eee 


“ (a), (b). (¢) and (@) The Hon'ble Member is referred _ 
# which will be made in connection with the on the 
ae which will be moved at the present Council meeting and to ‘tl 
i , Press communiqué of the 14th June, 1919: 
‘The question of the retail price of rice in the Bengal 
been continuously under examination by the Local Governmen 
months past; and, in particular, the pronounced rise h beg 











at has been the subject of careful and minute examination. 
Bet knowledge of the public that the control of rice is under | 
| Government of India. The general principle which is bei 
oR marine of rice are being directed from the provinces in 
ay: still available to those provinces in which but for outside help ‘actual 
5 of food is feared. But on the representation of the Bengal 
pass a regarding the abnormally high prices now prevailing in the Pres 
fs impesigd Government have re-examined the whole ion of 
Byeiy 7 on Bengal and in its interests have adopted the following 
Z 2. The monthly allotment made by the Foodstuffs 
By exports of rice by rail to other provinces has been materia 
F overseas export to Madras has been substantially rec 
ey ment of Burma rice has been made for Bengal via 
ane cipated, will be continued monthly ; whilst arrangem 
= _ the import of rice from Akyab to Chittagong for the 
Bess: the Eastern districts of Bengal, The Government of 
ies - consideration measures for the prevention of the 
ie — by purchasers from other provinces bidding 
Le urther, the freight of rice from to Caleutta’ 

; 3 The Government of Bengal have at present no 1 
ar any actual shortage of rice ; but by the censns of stodke of 
pet a orders for which have recently issued, it is proposed t 
_._|___ the position ii each district and-in the Presidency as a wh 
bas: ’ cular, whether there is any improper holding up of stoc 
arts Ss pity ee ; aan Lee 
Ps By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singa:— 
Bisa ¥ N mi Sie ‘ 7 i Be Fe Py ow , se hi ie 
“Wigepdonst* (0) Are the Government aware that high 
ae throughout the Presidency, and that there is 
Re eR. RNG prices? y » zs 2 se ile Ss wef 
Bis Saat * . 















cloth throughout the Sieidear is still Shaildeeatiy 
pre- ar normal, but retail prices have varied very- littleduring the 
months ag are now very much the same as they were in nee latter 












‘ P 


a paetacetes inted by Government in. : 
go eee chien were then found to exist af 
cs ed in the course of the debate on the ee 



















is of feta improvement in imports ¢ of cloth, but i it, - shi 


Government are eacchally 
Sc tgsad oe 





it ‘watching the trend of prices of cloth, but: ee 
ing any panes action.” ; 


, 


Sancreidaicnd. ba Glcaneli to ciate Phetiies the Lnepecizese of Mi Lilavati 
“saga Tins gone on leave? Tf so, for how long? 


ectresses are there altogether in Bengal and 
ss Lilavati Ghose? 


desetaat nspectresses has served the longest. i the 
and for bow man = pia and in what. important 


for sppeiatng such a junior officer as Miss 


Inspectresses ever. officiate as Inspec- 
ena and if so who are 
did they officiate on each occasion ? 
















Leapusctone of 

Bengal’ : Se, 
(p) Will the Government be be vikiaaeat to state 

. of the superior ability of Miss Lilavati Ghose to j 

this occasion against all her seniors? — iy 


Will the it. be to state 9 
‘ia ites Hs ee i 
Faridpur and Barisal, several compla: 
‘Public Tatton ago er by 


(r) Will the Government. be 


the oe os peace wt 










a ki 
Dhow i cicating’Tropecen SE 
Answer ER RG ‘ 


oe ; 


ore: tin aan: I feel that on behalf of Govern: 
1 at some length the reasons that have weighed with the — 
upon ae haar whieh I have now Pee si It may be © 


members of this Council that Sir inha (now 
the Calcutta Municipal. Bill on the 27th of 

- doubts and sea a had from time to 

! ruction en ractical operation of the 

19 and there had Sess ci gins”. volume of 

18 tation of the Corporation sh be further 

| sketched the genesis of the present Bill and, 

_ that ‘in the address Thich the-Chair- 
1a Corporation presented on behalf 
emis cece 

of t ency, they sed” 

at M5 effective, without some — 

‘itation of the Corporation, and 

“the Royal Commission on 

I may mention here that the 

going into the question of - 

m| with the ot 

e at meetings of t ¢ 
and at practically all ial an 





































Aaa 
forward were cqnsidered an 
1918, inviting the views 
on the main alterations 8 
See athe 2 Cat aad § 
eration of the views expré 
| prepared by Lord Carmichael’s Gove 
have already mentioned, in March 191 ene 
The main features of this Billare— - © 


(2) the increase of the number of Commissioners = 
(i) the election of Muhammadan iinet 

Electorates of their raat pe 
BRUCE taking part in the Genera 

f iti) the abolition of plural voting ; : ine 
iv) the appointment of a Commissioner by eG 
of the executive and the election 1 
tion to preside at its meetings and thea bolition 

Committee arid the création of a Gén ; ; 
td a Buildings Appeals Cees 


“Those changes” we ‘galt y rimarily propos epatce ie 
thee abort ae Bia tha ne Sern’ vias 


public opinion was invited on the eaigect and as state 
of the unanimous opposition of the Hindu associ 
opinion, including that of the Corporation, owas in favou 
representation to this important. community by. a. 
torate’. The proposal for the abolition’ of plural; wonne 
_ the constitution of the Corporation. more democratic am 
the Bombay. system of vesting all executive authority 1 
sioner appointed by Government, we were | “a 
of the Royal Commission — A caampraracg. ‘ 
the important constitutior nges. proposed th 
thetic including that of the Fchaderh itself, in: 
General Committee and the transfer of its po 
and partly to the Municipal Commissioner. 
‘When Your pre 
" steceeded to this Bill as 
at into rps to irae it, 













mete ig “ei _ 
Oo em| in the e orpora- 
ree to change their are and in the 
8 done so effectually. In fact, in certain 

an entire: eaetoation of their ideas, for they now. 
the changes the yes formerly asked for, 
bet ween ‘certain features . of the Bill 

in the olution on Local Self- 

t of India in May, 1918, nearly six 


have now made a number | proposals which are in entire 
rated in the | To give an instance, the 
nominations of Commissioners by various public bodies, 
ion recommend that tue ‘mhethod of - representation by 
hould be entirely done away with. Their recommenda- 
1sonant with “paF nated Tad forward in the Report of the 
ecretary of State on constitutional reforms that the | 
0 eu Aheald be as_restricted as possible, and that 
wherever meneraa s represented not y class ¢ or 
- nomination. Corporation then again in 
tnd emocratic mes they wish he lower the toon the 
canis female suffrage, us. ond t 
; on the other hand, however, they are pai By the . 
‘hich we introduce in the Bill, viz. the yen ofp 
ina inion stag Ma separate Muhammadan eloctorage 
: . their views are in acc 
the Touarokien of the Goyernment of India in’ aaa 1s, 
‘ament which states roy oo rg epeontaee of minorities, 
uild preferably be effected by the system of fe aeneeeicn 
ucing some of comtnunal electorates. Lastly. 
that they *hontd have power ‘to: appoint ae 
liptoed Commissioner subject to the 
ey follow the view of the Government 
ee a peeeere: head may 








Moslem League regard the Bill as unsatisfactory and — 


‘extensive . ie tay? will be forthcoming for the liberalizing 
Ww 


; sa they have consequently decided to move for th 


| arg administrative reforms of 


the constitution of the O 
_ of all seotions of the con 


overcome practical difficulties which have been 
th f of th “ i 
. we bag ‘oma "1389 The Co 



































(5) the provisions for franchise are old 

. : “(eonchise should be broadened. 4 

The Anglo-Indian Associntion would like 4 
(1) that the Corporation should be recognized 

~ authority with power to appoint committees, tl 

co-ordinate authorities ; eal 


(2) that the control of Government should be e3 
(3) that there should be female suffrage. 


Coming. to Muhammadan sentiment, we find the 


ding to them the Corporation should Nave the 
pa and also they do not consider that the Muh 
given sufficient representation. The Central National Mi p 
tion, whilst also asking for more Muhammadan represent x 
qualifications for franchise to be lowered. The Calcutta Trades’ 1 
seem to think that the Bill is abortive in consequence of it 
tional changes. They understand, they, say, that it is 1 
to the change in the political atmosphere of India, 


tution ; an ile, therefore, they evidently do not favour 
with the proposed new Bill, they have suggested dividing: 
two parts, and going ahead at the earliest possible opportu 
sections that deal with practical City Government afi 
revision. It is curious, though at the same time not » 
find two of the most prominent European Associations 
advocating our not proceeding with the Bill in view of the 

I have already winced what the Calcutta Trades’ Association 
it might interest the members of this Council, I may point 
back as May 1918, the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, in their Té} 
Government, advocated the same gg Lord, I have 
afraid, trespassed on the time of this Council and T shall, th 
briefly state why it is that the Government propose to wi 
It must be evident to. members of this Council from the + 
Government from the different bodies, particularly the Cz 
itself, that the Bill introduced in 1917, instead of hav: 
welcome, has had, in certain respects, at any rate, | 
hostile reception. Government are more anxious 
ing Local Self-Government in the country and in view, th 
ing reforms as well as, of course. of the fact that Gove 
to foree on an unwilling Corporation a constitution whic! 
























Although, however, Government propose to 
hope to be able to introduce before er long frech 
Bill-as introduced, as T have already pointed 


orporation and for 
munity. It was also 
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iibratie: ishat deciding to withdraw the rears Bill, agree 

verfience will be caused if legislation for administrative 
aracter is om it is, therefore, proposed to introduce 
ible an rer Ge dealing solely with administrative 
lie outside the field of. political controversy. 5 


ly ont beg to move that the Caleutta Municipal Bill, 1917, be 


nie ey 
f a 


5 . 


me to ¢ talate the Government oa its decision to 
4 Municipal Bill. The Bill has been introduced in 1917, 
° up of ‘the. war. The Bill might have studied 
isaee Comes ane and the atmosphere of 1912-13, but from the time 
structions to jo dratt the Bill were issued, the political atmosphere (as 
ble I hiraja Bahadur has said) has changed. It has rapidly 

and the Bill as it was introduced was an anaclronism, and, it would 
tage for the Government, having now receiyed the opinions of the 
odies interested in the efficient working of the Municipality, that 
ld withdraw the Bill and frame a new Bill on the lines df public 
‘the present time, and the views which the Government of the present 

entertain on it, because I am sure the opinion of Government also 

with the change of time and that what they considered wise and 
may not be so now. Then, my Lord, something has 
oat attitude of the Corporation of Caleutta, I plead 
at, my. Lord, e are bound to change our attitude with the’ 
of. time and it : no credit to a person or to a public body if they 
change which’ sia be due to the change in the political 

@ OF as ‘a result of lic criticism. If something be found 
ere = “ide on why we Satoh not change our present view and 
or instance, the question of female suffrage which 
bet to by the Hon'ble Member. It will be found that certain 
| British India have gone ahead of us, and have given yotes 
mppere and occupiers of property. Bombay has ‘been satisfied. 
since the year 1888. By Bombay I do wot mean the city of 
it also the mufassal districts where they have ,given votes to 
There are female electors without causing. any inconvenience. This 
in the United Provinces where, I believe, female suffrage was 
or 1 years ago. There is something of this kind in the Punjab _ 
female. suffrage, as suggested by the Caleutta Coksariticn for” 
anes fe experiment andis not a thing which ought not to 
4 formant by such oe aaa body as the Caleutta Corporation. 
aS the measure is ie withdrawn and 
cy “he "Cocndl will form the oundation of a new 


, the - sCpiasell Gkavibos I had no sia: of’: 
id not anticipate such a lucid sp2ech from 
glad nie ¢" has dealt with the’ 

mae. Lord, I may say — 

Pestana the left (Rai. Debender 


t it was introduced ¢ d th it the 
He) Government aie ‘to do in’. 














































The Caleutta Municipal Bill, 19 
Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur. Ag. 


nnection with the Calcutta Municipality and wh 
Goverment proposed tointroduce. I am glad that 
an opportunity not only tothe Corporation but al 
express their views on the subject. pnt all 
The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwe 
delay on the part of the Corporation in submitting their 
Well, my Lord, it is the old old ery that the Corporation is 
May I not retort and ask, how, many years the G 
in incubating this measure? Ii I go back to the 
may say that in 1913 the main proposals relatin 
formulated and a special officer was deputed to draft 
resources at their disposal (tovernment took no less. 
with a measure of such magnitude, I'think the Corporation: a: 
bodies have not taken an unduly long time over this measure’ 
volume containing nearly 600 sections with a number of : 


- ‘Then, my Lord, the first instalment of the opinion 
submitted scan ‘time in March last. This related to the 
subject naturally took a great deal of time. The Cc 
body, consisting of Europeans and Indians, Hindus and Muhs 
and Jews, and we had to harmonize the views of the d 
the community. I think that the Corporation, instead ¢ 
“delay, ought to be congratulated on. being able to submit t 
constitutional portions, which are endorsed by all sections 
European and Indian. Ve pe ate 





My Lord, the Corporation have been charged—and I t 

a light-hearted way—with changing their views. The main 
the sie! sega should be the supreme authority, a 
before. the. Indian Constitutional Reforms were. 4 
Mr. Montagu ; I believe he was then in his cradle. Tn | 
of Sir Cecil Beadon created the Corporation, and” 
* authority. There were no co-ordinate authorities, nor 
from the control of the Corporation. Then, in 1876, 
partially introduced in.Sir Richard Temple's time, and in 
time in 1888 the suburbs were amalgamated with Caleu! 
unluckily for us at an evil moment—I think in a fit of 
.Smashed, and in 1899 an Act was passed, pulling the C 
the position it had occupied since 1863. I think it is al 
ings of the Corporation that we—the representatives of 
least the restoration of the constitution which Calcutta 
1263. poe erg Ag unfortunately, Iam glad that the 
general public what Government intended to do. “Phe 
keep the Corporation as an ornamental body with some 
number of members and we were to be content with some: ¢ 
in the Oorporation Council Chamber. That, my Lord. 
were not prepared to accept, especially in view of | 
were engendered in our minds after the publication 
on Constitutional Reforms by His ‘Exeelle the 
Hon'ble the Secretary of State for India. — me: 

__My Lord, the first Calcutta Munici ores 
passed in 1863 and after a lapse of Cay ge ' 
it was again amended in 1888 and finally in 1 
passed, doing away with the Corporation as 
affairs. In 1917 we were pres 








ieee td ae tangible has 
may also = that not only the ~ 
L ger neluding the Anglo-Indian 
Extcara ‘Trades’ Association, the Bengal Chamber of Com- — 
Association and other Indian Associations and even 
mropean Commissioners think that the time has changed 
constitution of the Corporation should be liberalized. That 
ord, the volumeof oe opinion and’ the depth of public 
,and I hope that now that the Bill is to be withdrawn 
; > giemte thevpephlat wishes in this matter: If in this small 
City Government we are not to have genuine self-government, 
the use of giving us eves of Daa gee powers in the Provincial. 
in the Government of In _L£ we are not to be trusted after 
ears of British rule to manage cu own local affairs, and we are to be — 
ys in the leading strings of the executive head of the Corporation, far 
fro there should “be no reform than a reform in which we shall be 
merely. weasel some additional chairs in the Oorporation Council - 





Ries the change . of views of the Corporation, I may say.a word 
I sit down. I donot think that there has been any material 
but having regard to the publication of the report on the Indian 
titutional reforms, the Corporation thought that as regards European 
wae it should be secured through earmarking a certain number of 

ee -in some Wards instead of through election by close 

As regards Moslem representation it ix a little time to 
reyes views of Hindus and Muhammadans on the subject and the 
arrived at is ne rami view of the Corporation,. As regards 
ale suffrage for whic orig friend the Hon'ble Rai Debender 
ar omer Bahadur rie t in the Corporation, we accepted it by a 
These are some of the details. There has been nochange of 
inion or attitude in regard to the main thing, viz., that the Corporation 
be the supreme authority in Municij al affairs, and we implore the Gov- 
> that in the matter of Municipal administration the Corporation 
ere supreme ‘ieaaldl . 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 4 and 5. 
c BENGAL FOOD ADULTERATION BILL, 1919. 


nie Sie Bijay Chand Wabtab, Mabarajadhiraja Bahadur of | 
sie port of the Belert Coutts on the Bengal Food 


Bijay bien, ‘Maha hiraja Bahadur of 
the: clauses ph tie Bill be considered for settlement in 
















































Xe mS The. ngal. 


“Rai M. C. Mitra Bahadur ; the, 





following be substituted for the title and pr am 
oe a ; 
OG ft i 
to make provision for the sale of food in Bengal in 
Waeneas it is expedient to make provision | 
in’ a pure and genuine condition and for the 
‘thereof j.” : 5A 


He said :-— 


4 “My Lo 


? 


rd, in making this amendment T b 
: we 8 nted x, nee te the idea that the 
. provision for t e-of food in Bengal in a pur 
preamble t to inelude such a lan 

a latiicd of the Bill ma: 


sal of the several ¢ may jt 

- Reaaing 38 and 89 Vic. C. 63 upon bo 
fortified to make this amendment as to the tit 

~ English Act 'rtins thus :—‘ An Act to repea 

and to make better greg for the ) 

whereas it is desirable that the Acts now in fore 

__ of food should be repealed and fhat the law rega: 

pure and genuine condition is to be amended ’. 

the Bill simply states for the 





\ 










vention of adulter 
The title and the preamble of the Act ought to be 
Tho Hole the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of B 


ues "My Lord, 1 any mony Someaeee to accept this a 
ing endment I am aware that ecent E 
_- | prevoll tie edulibeasig of food aadiabeas Vows eta el 


rugs Act. But the Sanitary arma e g 






: The Bengal Food: Adulteration Bill, 1019. 
: — ics eS S Rat M. C. Mitra Bahadur ; The President. 





i “My Bid itiie te necessary for me to add a, more. I have 
Fes bese 2d eae my views to the Council.” mas a 
aS Phe*motion was then put and lost. n 


pe ato FEY ING. ™ J 4 . y t 
Me S ‘ fe AMENDMENT No. 2. vi 


Clause 1. 


, OK “The Hop’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved that fot 
the words‘ Bengal Food Adulteration, Act” in lines land 2.of sub-clause 
_ (1) of clause 1, the words “ Bengal Pure Food Act” be substituted. 


‘The President rare — 


~ “Phe “amendment standing in the name of the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur is consequential on the first amendment and therefore falls.” 


The amendment was then deemed to be withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No, 3. 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur inoyed thar in 
“sub-clause (2) of clause 1, the following be omitted, namely :— . 


~“(1) in lines 2 and 3, the words, brackets and figures ‘except Calcutta 
as defined in clause (7) of section 3 of the Calcutta Municipal | 
Act, 1899,’ and 

(2) i in line 7; the words ‘ outside Caleutta’.” 

‘Hoisnia : — 

“My Lord, the proposed amendment suggests to the | Council that the” 

et 3b shoul be extended to Calcutta. Whoever has carefully read the | 
of the Bill cannot express his debt of gratitude tothe hon’ble mover 

_ ofthe Bill and the Select Committee. The provisions of the English Acts 
from 1875 to 1907, specially the sale of Food and Drugs Acts of 1875, 1879, 

i bad 1899, the Butter and Margarine Act of 1907, have been made applic rable ° 
nah las far as they may be possible. The Bill.is not exhaustive and 
e capable of further amendments and improvements. *The intricacies of the 
a ish law have been carefully ayoided and the clauses exhibit care and 
. .attention paid to bring home'at present cases so far as Bengal is concerned. 
> Ola 6 and 8 are elastic. Whe warranty sections, so familiar to English 
lawyers, may: be made applicable to these clauses. My Lord, I regret to 
_ mote that this, Bill has been, declared not. to be applicable to Calcutta. 
_ notwithstanding the valuable opinion of the Marwari Association, Calcutta, 
ses he the effect that various articles of food of common consumption, such as 
oil, atta, ete. ., are imported into the interior of the Presidency of eV 

; Jeutta. Having, regard to some of the provisions of*the Bill 

~ Assoviation are of opinion that the clause should be so altered as.to make the- 
<< Tawe e to Calcutta also in order to check, as far as possible, the sale in 
the mufassal of adulterated eres imported from Calcutta. It is submitted 
that field of the operation of should not be in the mufassal_ only, 

~ but in Calcutta also, the Gentre of trade and commerce. If the provisions of 





‘ 





‘the Bill are administered with care in Caléutta, there may be a salutary check 
‘on the sale of adulterated food¥in the Province. Sections 495 and 496 of 
Petar Jale ita Municipal Act (Ben. Act III of 1899) now in force. in Chap- 


a er XXXV, -are, in. my— opinion, not exhaustive: and therefore powerless to 
my ante "adulteration. In the new Bill which has been withdrawn the 

a semen Panay in hon sna eo will therefore be of no practical 
» pub: is 


ier ay ee ; ; Bs 

















ws6 = THE VALCUTTA. 
The Bengal Food Adulteration Bill. 1979, — 
The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur“of Burdwan ; Rat Re C. Pal 


Only the Ghee sagas “been pissed by pins 9 
Calcutta, but I regret to nove that nothing ‘has | done as 
prevention of the sale of milk, mustard ail, etc., in adulter c 
very large number of vendors in inarkets of Cal uss 
* markets belonging to the Caleutta Corporation. ad thes tion: 
cutta Municipal Act. now in force beeu powerful enough to enforce t 
of milk, mustard oil, ete., in a pure and getuine condition only, the 
in Calcutta markets geferred to above would not have ventured tos 
in an adulterated condition and could not exhibit signboards and Bl, 
the effect that they sell adulterated articles.’ 2 a (eH ale 108 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— = 

“My Lord, it was a little bit surprising to me when: I moved for «1 ‘| 
Be eg de of the Caleutta Municipal Bill that the two palleer gone ‘ 
who defended the opinion = the rin nope fe ia train, ~ welcome m Hed 

josal except by their silence to take up urgent legislation in connection — 
wth beter milk supply and of further and more adequate control yo he “se 
adulteration of food. Therefore, it is perhaps in.one sense very pl to 2 
hear the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur suggesting that this ~ 


Act should apply to Calcutta as well as to the mufassal, My Lord, 1 uiteagree 
that some measure to prevent the sale and manufacture * adusleaeetol Poet to. = 


Calcutta is even more urgently required than in the mufassal, and if Govern- ~ 
ment were proposing to leave Calcutta alone, the hon’ble mover of this amend- 
ent would be justified in complaining against the distinction which the — 

legislature would )é setting up by excluding Calcutta in-this manner. But if _ 
the Hon'ble Member who has moved this amendment heard me correctly, Dam 
sure he must have realized that it is proposed at a very early date tolay before ~~ 
this Couneil a short amending Bill which would provide for certain u ALY 
amendments for Caleutta, A draft of that Bill, as 1 have already s 
now under preparation and I may inform the Hon’ble Member that it 

adequate provisions for the prevention of fool adulteration in Cale 


NY 
y 





pers 
oe 





I have pomted out it is more convenient to have the Municipal law contained 
within the four corners of one Aet, and a further reason for not accepting 
the Hon'ble Member’s amendment is that the © tion has not been ‘von 
sulted on this Bill. . In view of this, I trust. that the Hon'ble Mover ¥ 


his way to withdvaw dt. Iregret that I am unable to accept it.” 
as 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said -— 


* My Lord, although this matter was not referred to the ” 
was discussed in one of our committees and the Hon’ble Mal 
Rahadur of Burdwan is quite right in saying that the Caleutta 
contained certain provisions—I may say additional provisions 
adequately check this evil in Caleatta, They therefore felt no 
pressing for an extension of this Act to Caleutta.. I believe ever 

_ anxious: that there should be. adequate check over the sale of adult 

‘ yg in caer as well, oe 1 am sure that when the Act is. 
and when the emergence islation foreshadowed in th: 
Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Res. fs and requested b "Bie t 
there will be no difficulty in ‘coping with the evil 

With reference to the Hon'ble Maharajedhiraia Be 
that the two t gentlemen ‘Gmeaniag, my pee 
Epo i oes Chunder ra and myself) ae 
or acged the request of th rporation to take. 
lation for the better control: of food and. drags in Calo 
with certain other matters I-did not know that -Gov 

compliments. We. were talking-abont the constit 






















aa Rare ’ ‘ a id ieee) 


aie e, 






















. 5 Ban K. aya Chandar. “igs 


er, 1 shall 
payii a 


oe “pil — justice or for Aad 
Hon'ble Member Scenics an eis 


L's have alveady, ‘submitted. my views ‘in Ri with the’ 
‘my mind it PR that the Act as it is ought to be exhaus- 
1 able. to the whole Province inclusive of Calcutta. When the 
/ was nena there was a saving clause that Figaro may be made 
d to its 6peration in the. mufassal, But, my Lord, that Act is 
as far as I understand and as far as my information goes, only to 
If there be «ne Act applicable to the mufassal and another to 
2 Calcutta there may be some difficulty. 1 always thought it necessary. that in 
cases like this, avhere ad ulterated food is the subject matter of consideration, 
fae ht to be one Act e ecepotati to the whole Province. Why do I say 
that? - use, in the mufassal where foods alulterated, the practice may 
be checked if the whole thing is brought under the control. of one’ and the 
same authority. That is the view, my lord, which persuaded me to come t6 
. the Council and ask for the consideration of your Excellency’s Couneil whether 
- this Bill ought to have ty operation in Calcutta or not.’ The Hon'ble 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan has told me that there will be 
an emergency Bill, but it is not known as yet what the Bill will contain, but 
if all the difficulties which Ihave submitted to the Council are obviated 
under ‘the provisions of the emergency Bill I have nothing more to say and 
I find that the representative of the Calcutta Corporation also agrees with the 
views of the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. {think I ihe 
better withdraw this amendment and leave the matter as it-now stends. i a 


ees was then, by leave ‘of the President, withdrawn. 


2 th at | AMENDMENT No, 4. 


am Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that the words 
publication”’, in line 4 of sub-clause (2) of clause 1, be 


‘ ed aM ! + Perey: 


j 











f 


Lord,1 think I should not prone ‘toe this denied On reconsi- 
I see that ‘after previous publication’ has been rightly introduced 
Bill 1, therefore, beg leave @ pores wy the motion.” 


motion hid ® then by leave of the President withdrawn. 
y | AMENDMENT No.5, 
Tyee Clause 2. * 


Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that aiter aub- 
th lowing ne fomnely:: — 


Le dichnadt I have not consulted’ 


ee) 


ally. and I do not know whether — 


a G7 POT PDE CT ae 
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The Bengal Food Adulteration Bill, 


The Maharafidhiraja” Bahadur of Burdwan; Babu K.° M. Ch 
Rai RC. Pal Bahadur ; Mr,- Goode. a 
The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 
“My Lord, the Hon'ble Member's intention is to m 
~ stronger and more free from any possible legal flaw and 
welcomed his proposal if it had appeared necessary from this’ p 
Government are, however, advised that there is no ty to define 
‘offence ', as theedefinition in section 3 (30) of the General Cl 
to which some reference has been made by the Hon'ble Member, 
The amendment is unnecessarysand I hope the Hon'ble Member 
press it.” , 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Ghaudhurisail:— = sh, i 
“In view of the fact that it is covered by the General Clauses Act, T dc aM 


not press it.” ; : Ystatiood- ahead 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn: | es 
: ~ ya . oes tak 4 i 
AMENDMENT No.6.° ~—- 
eae ere 


Clause 5. 0% 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that the words — 
“tothe prejudice of the purchaser”, in lines 2 and 3 of sub-clause (2) of ~~ 
clause 5, be omitted. ’ + ates 
He said :— Ln Ran 

“ My Lord, the words ‘to the prejudice ‘of the purchaser’ will, I think,» - 
hamper prosecutions. It is rather difficult to prove and this is the view not 
only of myself but also of the Collector of Ra rand some other gentlemen, ~ 
who have given their opinions on the clause. I do not know whether the atten- — 
tion of the Select Committee was drawn to it, but the -report does not show 
on what ground the suggestion was not accepted. After full conside:ation — 
I would suggest the “deletion of the words ‘to the prejudice of the — 

‘h etee 1 AE pT acre tay 


»” + 3 
b er Wie 


purchaser ’. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Goode said :— ce = ie 


. » . “fea 
“My Lord, I quite agree with the -Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan 
Bahadur that it will be necessarily difficult to prove prejudice in the ease 
a prosecution and that Government. will be very well advised to accept 
amendment which the Hon'ble Mover has now placed before the Coun: 
if such proof is necessary. But as a matter of fact there are eral y 
clear rulings in the English Courts which show, that actual pre: é 
damage need not be proved in establishing an offence under 
tion of the English Act which resembles the drafting of 
























which is now before the House. J s also occur in th United 
Provinces Act of 1912, andGovernment are advised that it “= 4 
in retaining these words ‘within the Bill. iate the Bi 


“Hon'ble Member to make this Actas “effective ~and fr 
possible and we would véry gladly accept his amendment if. 
to be necessary. The Hon'ble Rai Bahadur may admit tha’ 

force in the precedent that [ have-urged ‘ut™at the same. Eo ' 
he may ask me why, if there is‘any doubt in the matter 
Courts have taken several years to arrive at a clear decis 
of the words in the Act, we should ranvany 
the Courts of Bengal. I think, my Lord, that 
taken, but for ono fact, and that is this : that 
we delete these words from the clause as it nc 


tf 





eee oi 
i 


ae 


4 


Parr IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JULY 30, 1919. 989 
SSIES RES 6 ARSE 2 SSR aD NE a CE PREP SRI cei, © Sa OC 


The Bengal Food Adulteration Bill, 1919. 
Raj RB. C. Pal Bahadur; Babu K. M. Chaudhuri ; The President. 


have expressly ruled on several occasions that these»words were inserted in 
the English Act purely with the intention of protecting a tradesman who 
sells, for example, a superior article to that which is asked for by the purchaser. 
It certainly will be an absurdity if the tradesman who sells a superior article 
is liable,on a very technical interpretation of the clause to prosecution. The 
Engiish Courts, therefore. held that the words were expressly inserted in the 
English Acts to prevent this anomaly arising. In view of these circumstances, 
my Lord, I hope that the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur will withdraw this amendment. 
We must be guided in such matters by our law officers and | think I can 
confidently assure him that the difficulty which he apprehends will never 
arise. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— 


“T thank the Hon’ble Mr. Goode for his lucid explanation of this point. 
I quite appreciate that this matter has received careful consideration at the _ 
hands of Government, 

I may say without hesitation that we are deeply grateful to Government 
for introducing this measure which is a very benificial piece of legislation. 
It is free from political controversy as it is not a measure in which we are 
scrambling{for power, but it is a measure which is designed in the interests of 
public health. Our suggestions “are, however, made merély with the 
object of helping the Government as far as it lies within our power to 
improve the Bill. In view, however, of the explanation that has been given 
by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode, I beg to withdraw this motion.” 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
AMENDMENT No. 7. 


The following amendment being analogous to Amendment No. 6 was 
deemed to have been withdrawn :— 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that for the 
words “the prejudice of the ”, in line 3 of sub-clause (7) of clause 5, the word 
‘-any”’ be substituted. 


AMENDMENT No. 8. 
New clause 9 A. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved that 
after clause 9*(now clause 8) the following be inserted, namely :— 


“9A. (1) No person shall sell, expose for sale, or manufacture or 
; ; store for sale any article of food 
s <i eae cal eS which is diseased, unsound, unwhole- 
some or unfit for human consumption or the nature, substance 
or quality of which has deteriorated through exposure, age, 
atmospheric action or damage from fire or water, or through any 

other cause. 
(2) In any prosecution under this section the Court shall, unless and 
' until the contrary is proved, presume that any article of food ~- 
found in the possession of a person who is in the habit of 
keeping articles of food for human consumption has been so 
manufactured or stered for sale by such person.” . 


The President said :— . 

“This motion is beyond the scope of the Bill. It is also unnecessary ; 
-and if the Hon’ble Member will look up the Bengal Municipal Act, he will 
find that a similar section, namely, 250, exists in the Act ; so. that this 
‘proposal is in any case not necessary. Moreover, in view of the decision of the 
_ Council with regard to the preamble of the Bill. it will now be out of order as 

- being beyond the scope of the measure,” 

: The motion was then deemed to have been withdrawn. 
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AMENDMENT No. 9. 


Clause 11. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that the following ~ 
be added to clause 11 (now clause 10), namely :— , ¥ 
“(4) Any purchaser may al8o require, by tender of the price, the ‘sale 
to him for. the purpose of analysis of such quantity of any food 
‘ exposed or intended for sale, as is reasonably requisite for 
analysis, and any person in possession of, or exposing the same 
for sale, shall be bound to sell such qaantity.” % 


He said :— 


“My Lord, clause 11 (now clause 10) relates to the compulsory sale “by Vv 


any purchaser of goods for purposes of analysis. My proposition goes a little 
beyond what is-contemplated in this clause. I move that the purchaser may 
also require, by tender of the price, the sale to him for the purpose of analysis 
of such quantity of any food exposed or intended for sale, as is reasonably 
requisite for analysis, and any person in possession of, or exposing the same 
for sale. shall be bound to sell such quantity. 
My object is to enable any private person and not merely a person duly 
authorized by the local Government—to purchase articles of food for analysis 
and to make it clear that the shop-keepor is bound to sell the articles to him. 
I know that both clauses 10 (now clause 9) and 12 (now clause 11) give 
authority to any person duly authorized by the local Government or under 
rules made under this Act to purchase any article for the purpose of analysis, 
but it is not cléarly specified whether a seller shall be bound fo sell to a’ 
private person for the purpose of analysis, and I want it to be clearly stated — 
in the Bilk, This clause is suggested by the Anglo-Indian Association in 
their opinion on this Bill. Ido not know the view of the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Bill with respect to this clause, but I shall be glad to hear 
him on the subject.” ‘ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Goode said :-— 


“My Lord, the department thoroughly appreciates the intention of the 
Hon'ble Member to render tle law as effective ax possible ; and I think the 
reason. why so few of the amendments which have been before the House 
appear necessary, is because the Select Committee went into this Bill with 
very special care and attention. 

In regard to the amendment which is now before the House, I think 
that the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur will admit that it is somewhat superfluous and 


unnecessary, Clause 12 (now clause 11) of the Bill provides that any person’ ~ 


who has purchased any article of food may inform the vendor that he will have 
an analysis made, and a certain procedure is laid down which he must ‘adopt 
for that purpose. Now, the intention of the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur’s amend- 
ment is that any private purchaser should be ina position to demand the 
compulsory sale of any article of food which he wishes to be analysed. In the 
first place, I think the amendment, if accepted, would really prove a dead letter. 
I cannot conceive that any one in Calcutta is going to make it his business 
to go round to markets and shops in order to expose shimself ¢o the .odium of 
demanding 'samples to be sent to the Health Officer or to. the authority who 
will administer this Act. As the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur knows, food inspec- 
tion in the Corporation is very dificult to work and* I think that no private 
person is likely to take upon himself the burden, and, I may say, to incur the 
odium which a Food Inspector must incur in the eourse of his duties. I think 
it 18 sufficient that he should have the powe: ) 


gives him; and I have little doubt that th Rai B ; ey 
pate eat the Naat that his cmssnclaiat in. pe ue 

m, theretore, compelled t the a ay ts, Ky : 
Rai Bahadur will withdraw i. smondment.; lout Liope the r on’ble 


a.” (ab Sahat oy 


rs which clause 12 of the Bill’ 
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¥ The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, I have listenéd with great attention to the observations of 
Mr. Goode. I want to explain, my Lord, that clause 12 (now clause,11) gives 
the right to any private person or purchaser, when he wishes to have an article 
of fo is gibt after the purchase, to declare it to the seller that he is 
going to have it analysed. He may take a sample and send it to such 
analyst as the Government may appoint. I am givinga concrete instance :— 
Suppose a public-spirited gentleman finds that a grocer systematically 
sells adulterated food-stuff to. the public in spite of the Sanitary In- 


_ Spector or the Food Inspector. He may take a sample. If the purchaser | 


happens to live in the same quarter in which the shop is situated, he 
will have great trouble in getting it the next time, as the grocer may 
say I won't sell you because on'the last-occasion when I sold you you sent 
it to a public analyst and that person cannot compel him to sell the article. 
The efforts of the local authorities, under the present provision, will not 
be supplemented by public-spirited gentlemen who may otherwise be 
inclined todo so. Mr. Goole says that private persons would not care to 
undertake the trouble, but times are changing, and we are now aspiring for 
reforms in all directions when we should be expected to look to these little 
things ourselves. 


I think, my Lord, that the public will supplement the efforts of the local 
authorities. In spite, therefore,my Lord, of what has fallen from Mr. Goode, 
T respectfully press my motion for the consideration of this House. 


The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result ees 


Ayes—18, Noes—25. 
The Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.LE., 
Chaudhari. C.S.1. 
s Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. * Mr. J. G, Cumming, 0.8.1. 
ms Rai Radha Charan Pal Beha- C.LE. 
dur, ” Sir “Bijay Chand Mahtab, 
| Sir Frank Carter, KT., C.1.E., K.C.8.1., K.C.I.E., 1.0.M., 
C.B.E. * ’ Maharajadhiraja Baha- 
” Mr. G, A. Bayley. ‘ dur of Burdwan. 
$9 » H.R, A. Irwin, C.1.E. | "a Mr. J. H. Kerr, €.8.1., C.1.£. 
i, Maulvi Abul Kasem, ie , F.O.French, 0.8.1, 
” » AK, Fazl-ul Haq. ees » J. Langs 
ee Babu Bhabendra Chandra . » J. F. Graham. 
Ray. .» * » C.F. Payne. 


>» | Mr. Altaf Ali. | » toa MC. McAlpin. 
at Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur, | a » 5. W. Goode. 
” » Mahendra Chandra Mitra | me » F. A. A. Cowley. 


Bahadur. * Col. J. K. Close, m.d., 
i Babu Kishori Mohan Chau- 1.M.S; 
dhari, ” Mr. T. 0. D. Dunn. 
" » J, Donald, 0.1.5. 

| a Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aminul 

was ia . Islam, 
‘ia, % » Sir Rajendra Nath Mukharji, 

- K.C,1.E, 

‘ 1 ry » Nilratan Sarkar, KT. ‘ 


* Mr. R. V. Mansell, 0.B.5. 

ES Raja Hrishikesh Laha, C.1.E. 
Me » Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

. Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 


ys. 

ss Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, 
; Kr., C.BE. 

+) Dr. * Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhra- 

7S wardy. 

“4 Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

rv Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 


a 


. ‘ , y 2 
992 THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JULY 30, 1919. ,~ [Part IVA ~ 





The Bengal Food Adulteration Bill. 1919. 
The President ; Rat R. C. Pal Bahadur ; Rai M. C. Mitra Bahadur. 


The following member abstained from voting -— 
The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 


The following members were absent :— 
The Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 
Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, ¢.1.B. 
.. Aminur Rahman. 
» L. V. N. Meares. : 
Provash Chandra Mitter, c.1.E. 
» W.H. Phelps. 
¥ ., M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 
.. Mahendra Nath Ray, c.1.5. 
Mr. K. B. Dutt. 
Babu Ambika Ciaran Mazumdar. 


The Ayes being 13 and the Noes 25 the motion was lost. 


AMENDMENTS Nos. 10, 11 and 12. 


The President said :— 
Items Nos. 10, 11 and 12 are consequential on item No. 8 and are, there- 
fore, out of order. 


The following amendments were then deemed to have been withdrawn, 


Clause 13 (now clause 12). 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Gharan Pal Bahadur moved that after the 
word “adulterated ” in line 2 of sub-clause (2) of clause 13, the following be 
inserted, namely :— 


“or deteriorated in regard to its quality, nature or substance, or 
diseased, unwholesome, unsound or unfit for human consump- 
tion.” 


Clause 14 (now clause 13). 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after the 
word “ adulterated ”, in line 2 of sub-clause (2) of clause 14, the following 
be inserted, namely :— 


“ ordeteridrated in regard to its quality, nature or substance, or 


diseased, unwholesome, unsound or unfit for human consump- 
tion. 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after the 


word “adulterated”, in line 2 of sub-clause (3) of clause 14, the following: 


be inserted, namely :— 
“ or deteriorated in regard to its quality, nature or substance, or 
diseased, unwholesome, unsound or unfit for human consump- 
tion.” * 
AMENDMENT No. Is. 


Clause 15 (now clause J4). 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that in line. 


10 of the proviso to clause 15 (now clause 14) after th i i 
Court”, the following be inserted, namely :— ‘ aes Miss se ee 


“and the said report shall be admissible in evidence in such Court". 





Me Maen Bahadur of niaiené Rai M. C. Mitra Bahadur, 


"He tai ios Mati MwAeretKd AeiceM bases ya 


_ “My Lord, this She set is a very small one, and think that it is 
“necessary to add the words as suggested because a question may hereafter 
“arise, me to the advisability of such a measure.” 


‘The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja ‘Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 
Bs oh wars the main principle underlying the whole of this bill is to give 


; bettor to the pope of Bengal, and to. make their food more madhu, that 


s 


* 


~ to2 


is, sweet ana wholesome. I am glad glad that this last amendment should be 

mapa. I would like to accept the améndment with some 
modification, What I would like to point out is that it would be better 
d the words * in such courts’ as it now appears in the ‘paper provided | 
that the word.‘and' which occurs before ‘the expense of such analysis’ in 
lint 10 of the proviso is deleted, and if the Hon’ble Member who has moved 







this amendment is willing to the deletion of the word * and’ before the words 


‘the exponse of such analysis’ in lind 10 of the proviso, then I have no 
bbjection to nosnpting, se amendment.’ 


‘The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -— 


us uo Lord, I have no objection to the suggestions which have been 


Re 


‘The motion was then put im the following amended form and 


a Sc pean 


That after the words “the said Court,” the following be inserted, 
namely : — 3 
“and the said report shall be admissible in evidence in such Court” ; and 


that the word ‘and’ before the words ‘the expense’ be omitted. 


rs . 
* ~ 
' 


AMENDMENT No. 14. 


Clause 21. 
The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved that 


after the fifth item in the table in clause 21, the following be inserted, 


a mains 9A. eae |S ere of unwholesome | One hundred rupees «++ | Five hundred rupees. 














The President exit — ae 


“ This motion is consequential on See ea No. 8, and i is, therefore, out 


zs ce alee scope of the B 


pecan was then deemed to sa been withideawn, 


5 


UST OF F BUSINESS—ITEM Nos. 6 AND 7. 


ay Chand Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
1 GOOrBaT be directed to re-number the clauses 

consecutive order and to make corresponding | 
Sana Shera: 


was put and agreedto. © 
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The Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bil 
: ‘Sir Henry Wheeler, ba ns 
The Hon'ble Sir Bijay Chand 


Mahtab, Mahara 
Burdwan, also moved that the Bill, as settled in Cour 
The motion was put and agreed to. eit 


55 chee 





» 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM Nos. 8 


THE CALCUTTA AND SUBURBAN POLICE (AME 

5 BILL, 190, 2 Eee 

The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved for leave to introduce 
further to amend the Calcutta Police Act, 1866, and the Caleutta 8 

Police Act, 1866. : - sede 


He said :— : ae at iets 

“My Lord, the Bill which is already in the hands of Hon'ble Me nbe 
and which I now ask permission to introduce, is a short Bill, and I trust that 
my remarks in explaining its provision’ may be brief. It will be observed 
that the Bill, in its two material clauses, deals with the amen of two 
sections of the Calcutta and the Suburban Police Acts; but as these two 
sections in their respective Acts are drafted on analogous lines, I will quote 
in detail only that which is in the Calcutta Police Act. > al Pe Tae 


In clause 2 of the Bill, we propose to amend section 9 of the Caloutta ed 
Police Act. Section 9 runs as follows :— < Dae 2 i 


‘The Police force shall be under the exclusive direction and ¢ 
of the Commissioner of Police, who may from time to time, subject to 
approbation of the said Lieutenant Goyernor, frame such orders and re “ 
tions as he shall deem expedient relating to the general government of the — 
force, the places of residence, the classification, rank, distribution and parti 
cular service of the several members thereof, their inspection, the deserrptic 
of arms, accoutrements and other necessaries to be furnished to them, ar 
all such other orders and regulations relative to the said Police-foree 
said Commissioner shall from ‘time to time deem expedient for 
nequent or abuse and for rendering such force efficient in the discha: 
its duties.’ x : + Seater Tee 


‘ There are two points in the section to which I would ‘invite 8 
attention. The first 1s its wide nature, covering, in effect, the whole 
administration of the force and the details connected there 
is the use of the somewhat unusual word in modern legislation- 
and this particular amendment in the Bill relates to that word 
It is a somewhat unusual word, as. have said, and I have 
trace any detailed discussion of it in connection the 
seems to have been a legacy from the original Police Act 
therefore, stood in the section for a long time. But in m 
the Council is awafe, the distinction in the matter 
usually made between two methods : first, certain thi 
subject to previous sanction—it may be of the local 
Government of India—which means thataction cannot. 
prior sanction of superior authority. Or again, certait 

missible subject to the control of the local Go nt 

of India, as the case may be, which means: 

Statutory right of supervision and interference, 

the subordinate authority, but that the latter 
before taking action. These are the two ordi 
- Acts now-a-days; and the question is, — 




































= Flix whablas oe aeaee 






s abjest. to the prior sanction, or ite subject to 
s a matter of fact, it has always, for practical purposes, been 
herto, as Lane ype Peat ee control of the local Government, and in 
the Commissioner of ce,in the vast majority of cases, passes — 
under this section Misco? to the government of the force and the other « 
ft ‘reference to the local Government.. And 


aid ave ge power in is to ensure the maintenance ee discipline 
lons city like Calcutta, where the force consists of 
eg 4 men congregated together, and where any deterioration 
Hamer oie the: Comite o Police is likely to have serious and 
infortunate consequences. Such deterioration of authority might easily result, 
were it open to question whether an order of the Commissioner of Police 
had or had not received theprior sanction of the local Government. [n many 
Bee cases, indeed, it might be difficult, if not impossible, for the Guslintdbionee 
to obtain the prior sanction of fhe local Government, for instance, if orders 
ad to be passed in an emergen For these reasons the proposal of the Bill 
is to substitute the word ‘ contr * for the’ word ‘ approbation ’,- thus regulat- 
re: ing. what i is, in effect, the existing practice. 


" _ ‘The second ‘amendment relates to section 10 of the- Calctitta Act, — 

i - which 9p power to the Commissioner to suspend or dismiss any member of the _ 
e difficulty which has arisen in that connection relates to a case which 
bss jor also brought to the fore the desirability of the amendment of section 9, 
which I have already explained. It is a case which. has recently occupied. 

_ the attention of the Police Court and the High Court in Calcutta.’ The facts 
are briefly these : a charge was laid in one of the polive stations by a private 
wp Go con orga against a certain person, and in connection with that charge a head 

constable misconducted himself and was ordered to*be prosecuted, as [ 

understand, for extortion. It is usual when charges of a serious nature are 

rough t, against ‘a member of the police foree to suspend him, and so this man 
is ded. In accordance with standing orders and long-standing practica - 

& * int the alcutta Police, a man under suspension is directed to be’ detained in 
rracks at the police head-quarters at Lal Bazar pending the disposal of his 
se, and in this instanee such an order’ was actually passed by the 
puty pereemensionsy and the man was accordingly sent to Lal Bazar. He 















it he on his trial on the charge of extortion. preferred against 
Rote gai passed an order releasing him on_ bail; but 
pies etre! of the Commissioner of Police he was again 
Bazar to remain there pending the final disposal of the 
€ ® thoy nome against the Deputy Commissioner for wrongful 
“. eon nt. The td tags oe i was dismissed by the Presidency Magistrate. 
: ete waa —— to the High Court against that order, when iwo grounds 
e urged. The first was that this standing order of the Commissioner of 

Was not a Pini order, in so far as it had not received the prior approba-— 
local Government. That i taking us back to clausé 9, with which 

been Gecing. ane it emphasises the defect which we now seek to | 
piesa point taken was that, even had it been a legal order 

the Commissioner of Police could not have passed it m respect 
sion and over whom his disciplinary powers 
t the fe General stated that he war not 


es ag 8 were non-existent, and the 
; rong is, the complaint against the Deputy. 
ion how it eee 


vse his naturally drew our 
; ppens, contrary to the’ procedure 
xe Act (V of fares): that the police authorities 
over a man under suspension. » ape ‘used. 






























Thee@aleutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) B 
‘Sir Henry Wheeler. 


to be the case in respect~of the district police, but attention w 
to the defect about the year 1895 by two rulings 0 
High Courts which maintained that view. It was the 
was most undesirable that the position should be as ruled 
asa result, the general Police Act was amended in. 
remarks of Sir Anthony MacDonnell on this pomt, whi 
of the change which was then effected. He said:— 
< Anothee wriin sonnet i lee eae 
e le ies of a 8-0 : ‘ 
souaatodese whether, by the A as it at present stands, a police-officer, 
under suspension, is not ipso facto, and so long as his suspension lasts, freed from 
of obedience to his. superiors, There can, I think, be no doubt as to” 
that a policeman, although under suspension, should remain subject t ; 
duty and discipline till discharged from the service. A policeman while uné er 
cannot well be turned out of barracks, while discipline in barracks must be m 
and insubordination or misconduct punished. It is therefore obviously 
make it clear that until a police-officer is discharged’ from the service he shall be 
to all the duties and responstbilities attaching to his position” = —_ Peay 


These were the reasons given by Sir Anthony MacDonnell in_ age rane 
were accepted by those consultej as eminently reasonable. There w 
practically no comment regarding them, and the general Police Act ‘w: 
amended on those lines. Apparently by an oversight—it must be: nbere 
that the general Police Act is an Act of the Imperial Council while our Ac 
are Acts of the local Council—the Calcutta Act was not amended in a similar 
way, but all these years disciplinary measures have been taken against n 
under sispension and nobody-has ever objected or drawn attention to | 
point. Now that attention has been drawn to it, however, in the manr 
which Ihave indicated, we seék to rectify the-defect by imserting in. 
- Calcutta Acts an amendment precisely similar to that .which in 
section 8 of the general Act. t ncaa ms 
That, Sir, is the Bill. It desires to make.two changes which are r 
in accordance with long-standing practice, which have worked without 
to anybody and without objection hitherto, but to the ee ec 





































which attention has been drawn by a recent ruling of the Calcutta H 
Court. ‘There is nothing new in the proposal, in so far as it is an 
ment of existing procedure, and, in respect of section 10 of the Caleutta Act. 
an eaeoteeee of the precedent which has existed in the general Police 
since 1895,” : RSS 


The motion was put and agreed to. i 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler also moved-that the said Bill be 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon'ble’ Mr, Kerr, the 
Mr, French, the Hon'ble Mr. Graham, the Hon’ ble Mr, 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, the ‘Hon'ble Dr. Abdalla 
wardy and the mover, with instructions to submit their report 
consideration at the August, meeting of the Council insDacca. — 
He said :-— . “ abel 
_ “My Lord, as regards this motion I would merely 
remark as to why I am oars. to take up this Bill at Dacc 
is that in certain aspects the defects that have been reve; 
decision of the High Court are rather serious, and a 
of .them seriously to interfere with the authority 
Police .and the discipline of the force. I have in 
remarks that, in the circumstance of a large city | 
position which we could not face with equanimity, 
as it m 





itself 1s a very short one, and in so far 
ven storie oe for many years. we | 
next meeting of Coane? St 





“Bahadur said =! My Lord 
itute the word ‘ control’ hae the 
IV of 1866 (‘The’ Caleutta Police 
i (The Caleutta Suburban Police 
*Obieese-a 
e meaning tt the term approbation has never been 
d, bu Lt he held to sequiee each individual order 
owe: of the Police force t 
sre issue by the Commissioner of Police’ and it is suggest- 
be impracticable, neither is it necessary ; and that the term 
xpression ordinarily used in similar circumstances in modern 
enture to submit~ that the legislation proposed is hardly 
for varions reasons.” Since the year 1856, the Indian Legie- 
ht fit to express its idea on the subject by using the word 
ection 8 of Act XIII of 1856 (an Act for regulating the Police o the 
Jaloutta, Madras and satihay), t notice that the word approbation 
~ This section lays down that‘ the Police force shall be under the 
dirk aoe and control of the Commissioner of Police, who may, from 
subject to the approbation of the Local Government, frame such 
id regulations as he shall deem expedient, relative to the general 
Sie nie force, .the- places of residence, the classification, rank, 
{ rticular saree of the» several: members thereof ; their 
spection, ‘the seription of accoutrements and other necessaries 
D Pritntshed to them and all Peuch other ordefs and regulations relative 
the said police foree’ a8 the said Commissioner shall from time to time 
deem expedient for preventing neglect or abuse and for rendering such force 
efficient: in the discharge of all its duties.’ The repealing Act XII of 1873 
Seg XIII of rg The neg a At IV re aegi (B.C.) 
retained spirit e language o and I notice seetion 9 
of the n anion en roduction of section 8 of the Act of 1856. The Bengal 
seg nguage of the Supreme Legislature. This Act 
roe up to the prosent ‘moment. The Suburban Police Act also. retains 
same spirit and language as I find in section 9 of the Calcutta Police 
e section 3 of Ben. Act II of 1866). . 
we Si to Act V of 1861, known-as Mufassal Police Act, the. same 
a e are noticed, wide section 12 of Act V of 1860. It is an 
ath dian ‘Legislature ; chronologically i it is earlier than the Acts of 1866. 
nee in the provisions of the Caleutta Police Acj and the Suburban 
ti “asd pe V of 1861 is that the Inspector-General of Police exercises 
te seh ik of om Sane wer os ao Peeaotsnaiee 
the st 50 years the and the Tinperia atures 
Shere pee spirit and. the Janguage on this particular point 
Vil®of 1895, which was an amendment of the Police Act 
adi thn'ptorisione of section 8 of Act V of 1861 as suggested 
nt Bill. These Acts were subjected to criti¢ism ma distinguished 
| administrat f obvious reasons. The Police have got 
terest of the people that the orders and 
woe to the approbation. or approval or 
ment. “The interest of the public is thus safe- 
ent of the Commissioner of 
t of the Government and the Bill, - 
‘ ‘substitute the word ‘ control. "f 
éaling with such cognate powers 
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ion of Tndia, whereas the 
smaller section of the com- 
sigh frém various  svandpbiat. 


ons J notice that the author of ~ 


submitted to Government * 


in section 12 of the Act. ~ 
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Phe Caloutta and Suburban Police {i 
: Maulvi A, K. Fazl-ul- 
f Berks, coral 2 hat 
oposed Alteration will not be appropri 


“My lord, the pr : 
os sts that the police forée being under the control’ 
he is to frame rules and orders subject to the cc 
ernment, that means without! revious approval 
I think no orders or rules of the Commissioner o 
to without the approval of the Local Governmen 
~ Another principle to be considered is whe 
at all. General orders and rules are based 
- concrete case mist fall within their purview. | 
‘The effect of the change will be that the Pc 
rules without the knowledge cf the Local Gove 
though subject to the, general control of the 1 
present law in force the orders and rules will n 
serutinized and approved of by Governm 
jncumbent upon two persons to examine tl 
er of the rules before they are put in fore 
that the Police Commissioner will have the sole y 
the Local Government will haye only \ power k 
a difficulty to apprehend. how the Local Government 1 
have been with full authority enacted and a eady g 
Commissioner of Police. Even if the procedure; 
and rules be a little dilatory, the Police Co 
of his experience, get them ready beforehand 
arises. ‘To.avoid little delay, the framing of 
toone individual.” Figen 
The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said :— 
“My Lord, I am extremely sorry thet, 
strained fo | this motion. I am .in general ; 
fallen from the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra 
fore propose to be very brief... It seems to me | 
that bave been proposed seem to be modest and 
mvolve changes having a far-reaching effect and it 
the motion which is now before the House 
Hr aie Lind there cp dpliaaly tous shined 
_ My Lord, there are ordinarily four stages 
‘legislation is moulded into ata law. There 
is first introduced into Council and when 
reasons why legislation on particular lines 
stage is as laid down by rale 30 of the Busi 
when a Bill has been introduced it shall together 
and Reasons,be published in the Caleutta Gazette. 
miay ‘all ‘che, commities stage, yehien. the Bill 
and scrutiny by a Select’ Committee of the E 
final stage is when the Bill is taken up with pro 
eussion in Council and ay ac masses intolaw, 
four stages the second is by far the most important and. for. 
reasons. When Governmen’ prose legislation of a certai 
explain their reasons when the Bill 3 ieee sd and they ta 
ae ce by giving out, the reasons: which ha ae 
( » t ular piece of legislati % 
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Apa ee 
Fete i, eerie 














nissioner ‘of Police and, se 
eae. aaa pa Hiioae waa may, 
c 8 with a view to defend- | 
ear is published and sufficient — 
lertaken and the paat Bill - 
that the second stage is the - 
looked, In this particular case the 
Bill has been introduced formally only, 
80 of the Business Rules and to refer 
So far as 1 haye been able to gather 
Me per ghange Ihave not been able to 
: the Hon'ble ces Bier ssa os 
a [thas been pointed out by the Hon'ble Mahendra-Ohand 
‘a Bal iat these to" am cos lei fag proposing changes regarding 
n expressions which have been in the Act for more than a ‘cen 
Lis ‘to substitute the word ‘control’ for ‘ approbation.’ 
innovation | which IT would submit is somewhat idiot 5 -. 
tit Fl gen Hoey to confer: pe pak mg ¢ = 
e enjoysat present. «As pointe outthe 
io ee is the ky Act, XIII of 1856, which was the 
f the Calcutta "Palive. Act. Section 8 of that we a: poke of 
of ‘the rules by the Local Government. As has been pointed 
these very words occurred in the general Police Act of. 1861 2 and it 
rai ig to amend ‘that Act. There is another matter which _ 
ration of the Council and «which his not been 
ae is this Bengal Act has been amended no less than 
occasion was it cain ke eet ‘to undertake 


times | 
pennant sd that ths Nengal 
India ies ants”, we yg that the Bengal 
! Acts of the Bengal Council—II of 1867, 


— 1879, IT of 1886, I of 1890, Lf of 1895, IIL of 1897, ; 

: and IL of 1910. How ia a if those amendments 

al ‘it is proposed to ignore the s of Business, that — 

escaped the attention of the administrators for over 53 years ? 

n these es rene ons it was not even saggested that legisla- 
‘ism 














































1 submit therefore that no case has been 


he legislation in the manner proposed to-day. 
iber in charge has remarked that recent 


a cee Act ss a long. arb! a 
ry [ point cae te mentee on’ ble frien 
d be a dangerous in ion to take away 
’ the Connissionr of = = should - 
As a jus mi dt is said 
If serious a pesmi ities have 
sheep were passed or 1861 when . 

‘serious will happen sty: : 
ra I sit down In 



































he Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur ; Sir Henry W 


neraf*information. And T submit that so fa 

fics ner of Police is pelt it affects the public 
merely affect the control of the police force. 

when rules are framed under this power vested 

_ the said rules should be published, or at any | 

- control of the Local Government. — 





non-official members absent themselves from pe 
an absolute majority there. Amendments might 
defeated and it is certain Government will be- 
through in any manner theylike. Bat would it sat 
that legislation of such an important character shi 
knowing, as Your Excellency’s Government kno 
of the non-official members at. Dacca has always 
to satisfy public opinion I would’suggest that. il 
*to a Select Committee now, that it should be publish 
sufficient time may be given for the- publié to | 
may be referred to «Select Committee ‘afterwards 
one of the Caloutta sessions of the Council. I do ne 
should not, be introduéed into the Council at all, But 1 
hurry should be:dropped because, I feel, that this barry 
“preted. With these observations I oppose the motion. 
[The Council here adjourned for 


I [The Council re-assembled after lunch, at 2 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 


“My Lord, 1 have only a few observations to” 
motion of the’ Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler for refer 
Committee and also intimating that it will be 
has been opposed at the outset. There may 7 
amending the Act; but°T think the publie 
to have their say in the matter. I do sot bikes 

_ the passing of the Bill is deferred for a month, - 
at Dace is not so fully attended as at Calcutta and. 
it will not really affect the passing of the B 
final stage at Dacea in August or at Calcutta in 
1 think therefore that, having regard +o the’ st1 

_ subject hea ae ne has not been published, the ' 

_ accede to the public request that it be published ; 

_ Stage at the meeting of Council to be held in Galoutta 


. 











n'ble Sir Henry Wheoler said — 
y Lord: I admit that this 
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~~ The Caleutta and Suburban Police {Amendinent) Bill, 2919. 
Sim Henry Wheeter. 


I have endeavoured to make it clear to the Council that what we are try- 
ing to upon’a legal basis is no change at all. It is what we have been 
cone for many years, and that is the answer to the argument of the Hon'ble 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, which was supported by the Hon'ble 
Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq, that because the word ‘approbation’ was in the Act of | 
1856, therefore, ibis ‘evident. that there is noW no. reason to, change it. I 
myself drew the attention of the Council tothe fact that this word was in the 
“Act of 1856, but L have tried to explain that we have never interpreted it in 
- the sense in which we are now told that it should have been. interpreted, 
‘namely, in the sense of requiring the prior sanction of Government to orders 
. pesaed byt phe: Commissioner of Police relative tothe administration and organi- 
sation of the force. It is because the matter has only recently been brought to 
the fore, shes: it POPner coenved the notice of the legislators, who, aceord- 
ing to Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq, on some 9 or 10 previous occasions, amended the 
Act. Nobody has ever objected to the procedure, which was in force ; hence 
no proposal was-made to change it. The position is analogous to the general 
amendment of the Police Act in 1895 in the matter of disciplinary action 
over su ed police officers ; the power was being exercised until the High ~ 
Court’ said that i was illegal. "Phereupon, Sir Antony Macdonald it ee) 
in the Imperial Council the reasons for taking that power, and it was 


_ accepted jas rea at a that it should be definitely given by the law, if ther 
was — dou matter. So, the argument that the ‘word ‘approbation’ 
was in the Ac ‘at 1856 has really no relevancy to the contention which Ihave 


placed re the Gouncil. because it is only during the last few weeks that 
we have been told that the procedure which the Bill embodies, and which in 
fact we have practically been following for many years, is a proceduré which © 
is not warranted by law ; and, indeed, if the provisions of this section, as 80, 
construed, were actually carried into effect, it would be’impossible to.admi x 
tera police force.of the magnitude of the Oaleutta Police. In his judgme} 

of yesterday’s date, dealing with the charge of wrongful confinement: satiot 
the Deputy Commissioner to which I have ‘previously alluded, Mr. Swinhoe 
remarked :— 

‘Under by, provisions of section 9 of the Calentta Polige Act, practically all orders, 
“however trivi ery be, framed by the Commissioner of Police relating to the 
Police force must fi forwarded for approbation to the local Government: before they 
are yalid and bindi n the Police force, This procedure must necessarily cause delay 
and handicap the Coimthiesitner of Police in his actions. It would be simpler, in my 
opinion, if emattie; to provide that all orders passed by the Commissioner of Police 

under section 9 of the Act shall be valid and binding on the force until they are declared 
invalid by the local Government.’ @ 


I say without hesitation that if that view of Mr. Swinhoe is correct, and 
if Mr, Clarke, sitting at Lalbazar, has got to get the countersignature ofy. 
Mr. Kerr from Writers’ Buildings before he can take action against a member ” 
of the Police force, the whole machinery of the Caleutta Police.can be brought 
to a standstill in 24 hours. So much, Sir, for the historical. argument 
regarding the wording of the ancient Act of 1856. <4 

' I would refer further to the statement that has been made that the 
proposals: whieh we have put forward so seriously affect the public that it is 
_ essential ‘that they shotld be carefully scrutinised. “The proposals which 
have been embgdi age ‘this “Bill primaril ae, Fy affect the discipline 
of the Police foree, and not the general public. In so far as ‘they indirectly 
affect the latter; it is in the interest of the genvral public that a- stringent 
control ‘exercised. Under the second clause of the Bill’ when a — 
ale oor waapondod ‘on a heinous charge, he will not be freed from 
peerage measures ; ‘itis right that. the - “public should have that 
and it will facilitate the maintenance of discipline in the 
iho i to the _ of the public to see at a high level. It is. . 
curious that, di ftom the’ criticisms which are. usually 
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Sir Henry Wheeler. 5 Re 


Government in the matter of their relations towards the police, — 
se ago be taken when we are attempting, to introduce a, measure. i 
which is designed for the protection of the public against possible | es 
& conduct en the part of the police. ms _ oe . 
her remark that has been. incidentally made ‘by ‘the’ lon eo. 
Meiivi  Feabal-Hsq is that by placing a suspended poliét officer ‘under 
disciplinary action we deprive him of the opportunity of taking legal advice 
and defending himself against any charges that may be brought against him. 

’ This.is not-so. What the man is made to do is to go and live'at head-— 
quarters, just as in the mufassal a member of the general’ police force will be told” 
togoand stay in the lines, and he is not allowed to leave headquarters without 
the. permission of the officer-in-charge. I had a talk particularly on this 
point with Mr. Clarke; and he tells me that all reasonable facilities are 
afforded to a man for-consulting his legal advisers. |" H 


other objection which has been taken. is that, should we. enact 

eg ‘hects whieh are embodied in clause 2 of the Bill, it would. be 
possible for the Oommissioner of Police to pass orders affecting the 
organization of the force without the knowledge of Government. With 

) regard to this, may | point out that it is just what he has been doing 
Pie i y years. Now that attention has been drawn to the , and, if the 


aa | 
vel i" 


1,is passed into law, his orders will be subject to the ¢ of the local 
* Gover ft ent, I have no doubt that we shall oederite th copies of orders 
Yok sral character, or laying down a general policy, shalapeeab d to. 
érnihent, and they will be scrutinised, whereas, now, under the current 
interpretation of the section, we never See these orders at.all. Far, therefore, 
ve diminishing the supervision now exercised, the Bill will enhance it. 


& ‘or these reasons, briefly, taken in addition to the arguments which I 
have already advanced, I do not think that the Bill need give rise to the 
suspicion with’ which some Members have sought to surround it; and in the 
matter of procedure, to which the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq has’ taken 
exception, 1 would only remark that the course we have taken is one which 
is justified by our rules, oa in fact, it does not differ v ly from 

» that which he would have us adopt. After this fiscusnigs Aas 1 will be 
publishéd, and its provisions will be made known; if any one wishes to . 
criticise the Bill he will be at liberty to do so, even iffhere is no formal . 
circulation ;- the main difference between the full » proggdure. which | is 
ordinarily taken and that which we are now following is that the interval 
betweet the introduction of the Billin Council and * ‘reference to Select 
Committee and its final consideration in Council is shortened. . But, with 
|. referentve'to the shortness of that interval, may-I point out that for practical 
pittposes the Bill is one of two clauses and 21 lines, affecting not the public of 
» Bengal but the public of Calcutta, or rather, indeed, "not the public of Calcutta 
bat the aegis of the Police force. The reasons for our desirin.: to 
see this Bill passed into law as early as possible are those which I have 
already given. ' ar Bin gs 


The last poiht which hasbeen alluded toby. the Hon'ble Rai, Radha: 
Charan Pal ie and Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hag shat rope we 
should pass this legislation at Dacca, Now, as aigenera that is. not 
a view which. I think, tire local Government can ever onda. It 8 now 
been the settle ractice for some time to hold a Council sessi aC 
and its thostsce which has been adopted, as our predece' 
and as we have always understood, in deference to the feelings of 
people of Rastern Bengal, among whom may be wisdhered dhatcon ne 
the Hon’bfe Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hag. But if we have a Couneil session at D 
it must be a full session, and we cannot accept the theory that it is to. b 

the 
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The Calcutta and Sickinban. Police (Amendment) Bill, 1919. 
Maulvi A. KW a2l-ul-Hag ; the President; Mr. Irwin. * 


which Hon’ble Members will have the pleasure of a river trip. to Daeca and 


‘seeing something different from the surroundings of the Calcutta maidan. It 


must be a session at which ordinary business can be done ; and obviously i | 
must rank as a full session. However, in this particular instance, having 

regard to the circumstances of the Bill—especially as it affects the, Calcutta _ 
Police—aiifh having regard to the fact that the interval between the | 
meeting of the Council at Dacea and the September meeting of this 

Council here is only about a fortnight, I do not press the theoretical 

point, and if it will soothe the minds of some Hei’ble Members that we 

should allow a fortnight’s extension and take up this Bill here atthe meeting»? 
of September, as suggested by Rai. Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, I have no 

objection to that small modification. ‘With your permission therefore, Sir, I 

i Sa substitute the words ‘September’ for‘ August, and ‘Qaleutta” for 

* Dacea.’ “4 * 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq said — Mp t 


“My Lord, I would only: wish to say one or two words as regards the 
Dacca session. I heartily endorse the rémarks which Sir Henry Witeeler hag” 
made: that it ought to be something of a reality and not a sort of aypleaguré. 
show. I wigs my lord, that Your Excellency could, under the rules, ‘exercise © 
a power ae mufassal guru exercises in pathsalas and compel members do © 

8a 


attend. atter of, fact there ought to be some rules that, me a 
failig to are a certain number of sittings without sufficient ‘eause, shall 
show cause Why they should not resign’their seats in the Council. Since 


there is no such, disciplinary power, the fact remains that m@émbers do‘not 
attend and we are at a great disadvantage wlien ‘we wish to find out what 
the real trend of public mind is in regard to certain matters. I do: ish." 
to take up the time of the Council by adding to what I have already said, 
but I adhere to my contention that the ordinary procedure should not be’ 
disregarded because it means a delay of a few weeks. I believé the Dacca 
meeting will take place on the 12th August and the Caleutta Session will “ 
be towards the first week of September. Thus there will be a delay of only 


” 
three weeks. Be gin 


4 


> The President ‘said — 


_““The Hon*ble Sir Henry Wheeler has offered to meet the Hon'ble Maulvi 


‘Fazl-ul-Haq and postpone the consideration of the report of the Select 


Committee until “the? meeting of the Council to be held’ in Calon “ins . 
September next.” : bs ae ‘ : 
The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazt-ul-Haq said :— ¥ 


‘ 4 : 
“T am sorry, my Lord, that I did not follow the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler’s remarks.” " ’ 


‘The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said : "i 


“ Apropos what tho Howe Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hag urged about attaching 
nce. 


ps a penalty for norPattenda 


4 


7} Dak : 
Mr. F; 


t meetings at Dacca, | would suggest that 
there should be a penalty attagled for inattention also.” Ganitiier) 
5, dary 's ; ; 
Hon'ble. Mr. Irwin said :— . , 
‘ My"Lord, T attended the Da baer t Nouba 
wey ; vattended the Dacca meeting two years ago. ou 
mgalow quite full, and if it had not been for the hospitality of 
nch, I would have to, up at the Maidan, as there was no aecom- .' 
ition for members. I dHink it a session is yheld at Deva we may 
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Resolutions. 


; Stir Frank Carter. 4 


: vide some accommodation for members. T should” 
phages Hie ame Pole arrange for accommodation reas non-official | 
bers. é . 2 Ai: 
i 1 OESG) Opto? Oe teas | ns eh 

The President said :— et Rea ‘t 
“ ghould be glad to ofler the Hon’ble Member hospitality at Dacea.” ” ny 


a m tA 2 see 
The Hon'ble Mr. Irwin said — wit hitb’ 5 
“Thank you, my Lord.” 


¢ 
Lif- DEsy Oe 


The motion was then put in the following form and agreed to i 


That the said Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting. .o' . 
Hon’ble Mr. Kerr, the Hon’ble Mr. French, the Hon'ble Mr. des Se J 
Hon'ble Mr. Mansell, the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, the Hon'ble 

Dr, Abdullg-al-Mamun Suhrawardy and the mover, with instructions to — 
submit their report in time for, its consideration at the September meeting + 


of the Council in Calcutta. tage 2 ohne 
said: ; | * * xe 
es hi RESOLUTION. | Re ais 


(Under the rules for the discussion of matters.of general public interest.) 


= S ‘9 


4 . ts 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 10-AND 11. 


The Hon'ble Sir Frank Carter moved the following resolution -— A 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a commission ide 
of inquiry be appointed to consider the whole problem of leprosy in the city 
of Calcutta, and the legislation required in connection therewith. _ tebbinde® OAT 


* . 


. . ‘ , ; YP en il 
He said -—_ ah : 


‘ more directly goncerned in looking after lepers...» -—»: ine wieral.y 


province arid a,real ehort made to bring it intoforee, | 
b. dijg! * : 


ea) “ited y ty eet 
gk a ‘ f = i eth s /) een a 


tbo ‘ 1h be 5 pent 
“My Lord, I intended to have brought forward this resolution im) | 
April last, but was prevented from attending the Council meeting. 7 
Mind now that the Health Officer has already submitted a note to the 
Corporation urging the appointment of a commission ‘of inquiry to consider the? 
whole problem of leprosy and the legislation required in connection ioe he . 
oven yd 


~ This, T may say, only adds considerable force to my resolution and shows 


extreme urgency of the matter. 


It is quite evident to all who have had: anythin ‘de> eat anaemia 
that the present i ee India Act No. IIT v- § eee mt 
‘The Leper Act’, is not an efficient piece of legislation, that is to'say, it does 
not resalt in the segregation of those lepers eka a tient 6 then © 
community apd who ought to be compulsorily segregated in leper asylums. HY, 
This fact fs "Adthitted by the medical authorities as well as by thas, ; 

hee 







The first thing for Government to do therefore is ‘to take such’ ee 
ja necessary to have the Leper Act so rh rr r 
ia, that it may be effective. It must then be applied to: the’ 
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opiinetag meni Benin 2, 

200 India, there ; 

re S08 oli em i 
eared for. 





dpe  Osloutea’ rae: they find. case 
e1 own villages, ani cutta is a safer an 

é They earn their + iting by begging. Pai 2 
do ite Sede 


which kas ae lngely 0 the 3 the Tee 
: sya 

gee! 
aa wiht ae 





wh come down to Caleutta ‘Manian’ thes Oe ie 
n ee a silat than thole own, ees 











































Phe leper problem in this city 18 
it can be overcome and at not too great ¢ 
ation and the citizens of caleatta would all 
and must not be set aside for two or three yea 
‘seem to think. ES ANG Bee 6 
‘Now, what is provided for the lepers in 
at Gobra, which will hold at the outside about 15! 
Galeutta in Entally, and what does it consist of 
Eu ns and Anglo-Indians ; mén on the grou 
first floor ; astaircase in the middle goes up fron 
“nication between the ground floor and the first floo 
which the staircase teads was used as a chapel by 
-Qhurches. This has been altered during the last two 
~ there were constant disputes arising between the i 
Catholic Priest put up a picture of tho Virgin and this 
- Priest. The chapels should be entirely separate and th, 
- the Roman Catholics and one for the Protestants 
.- present, and the staircase should be outside. This 
rooms. There is no accommodation for married c 
the chief reasons why the place is so unpopular. 
There is no comfort in the building. The sun, 
there were-no chicks to keep it out. These have | 
beds are dirty, the sheets covered with stains, the n 
straw are little better, and the rooms are'filthy. When 
the Eurasian female inmates bitterly ¢ ined 
were so old and uncomfortable, they could mot 
I examined them and one of the ladies said: * 
should see mine, that takes the cake.’ The attendance on 
most inadequate. Drs olf es f 
a ane MS rite the eo ‘are divided | 
oried buildings, separate buildings for the Hindus and” 
‘There is a sort of enclosed yard with stalls attached like’ a pl 
told sae he, A here the pete lepers are housed. There is 
building for the worst cases who are not expected to live I 
is a disgrace to Calcutta. : eae jo ; 
When I was there: the other day there were t 
_ worst stages of leprosy in Gand eiall socom The beds ll 
ay no lavatory accommodation at all; no drain 
there is no occupation provided for the | 
brooding over their chetoeae and their hope 
not, by any means, a discontented lot. The 
consi ering all things. ie thes ate witioe. 










ent who 1 
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ceraes is say about tod de shoal be | 
c : ly in the Hills or, at any rate, where” — 
ee as the bees assists the “dinoanes 
anything like as expensive as it 
ys of movement should be allowed .to the 
be A pherape es fed and properly cared 
between the sexes should’ be dis- | 
Lena the children should . be ted — 
pe be made happy and comfortable in 
would be no reagon for them to wish to leave. the ° 
whole place should be self-contained ;. shops and 
starto which could be managed by the lepers themselves. ‘Leper 
ur sh¢ wensng in singe axle of bathe hh aed of cows eo . 
; e el every step sho taken to make 
orget as possible that they are outeasted. But above all there 


ve er then ie present Leper Asylum could 
: cou e collect 
bs mire i i te callestat 
( the prions settlement and ytreated. 
Government. penile the gan will take time, and 
fo. be done to minimise the existing. evil in Calcutta ? ; 
1 _should be taken of all lepers in Calcutta swhettior 
sir addresses should be registered. Tact must be used 
pers easly got frightened, and if ghey think they are going . 
_harasse will, very likely, disperse into different parts of the city. 
jes e ‘the object of every on to treat’ those who are afflicted 
this t disease — atin Menioney-and to show them every 


ni: ity si ine seithis certain. specified 
1 be meet to prevent their escape aa 
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Nee eo Ia 
t money shou 
or. ¢ si ‘comforts. Pre- 
amet fe na 
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The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Ché 
amendment. that in the Hon’ble Sir 
“city of Calcutta” the words “and other mu 


be inserted. oe 


He said :— pag Xs ; 
“My object in making this amendment is to 
scsi of inquiry comprehensive and not to limit 
‘to extend it to the municipal towns in the mufassal. — 
the necessity of an inquiry on the subject ; ond! 
necessary, on the recommendations of the inquiry to be m 
that the number of lepersis increasing. It is diffieult without 
to supply the accurate figures,’ Proper care should be taken 
treatment and comfort of the lepers, who are obliged to wander 
in the mufassal, whore there are a very few asylu 8. “It is 
interest of the publie health that asylums for pauper leper 
lished under the supervision of Government not 
charity alone. ds Aes 


In the tropical climate, the number of lepers is very 

Europe, leprosy prevails in Iceland, Norway and Sweden, part 

rticularly about. Dorpat, Riga and the Caucasus, and i 
pain and Portugal. In British India, according to the 
Commission in 1890-91, there are 100,000 lepers. 
estimate. In Great Britain the cases. are all impor 
and infectious. It is caused by Bacilles leproe ch 
of tubercular nodules in the skin and mucous membra 
the nerves. It will be interesting to narrate how the 
Dr. Osler in his treatise on “ The Principles and Practice of 
page 440 says :—‘ One of the most striki bone copes e0 
eprosy is the following: ‘ In 1860, a an who had hitherto li 
tershop, where no leprosy existed, married and went to live at ' 
her mother-in-law, who was a leper. She remained 
children became leprous, as also her younger sister, 
Tarwest and slept with the children. The-pdnadee’ 
after returning to Holstershop. At the latter place a. 
who niarried one of the ‘ younger’ children, acquired 1 
thirty-six years old, a tailow by occupation, who frequent : 
wife, who came from a place where no leprosy existed. The t 
mentioned are at present (1897) inmates of den tee 
There is certain evidence Yo show that the di ay 
infected clothing, and the high percentage of 
also suggestive.’ It is hardly necessary to dit 
of the question. Fi gtias roe i yee 

Bengal Act V of 1895. was by the Bengal 

year of 1895. This Act provided forthe Legrenstieag® 
control of lepers exercising certain trades. Tn 1898 
Council provided a similar Act. - This Act provided f 
medical treatment of rs f 
_ callings. 
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+ leper asylums. in all -places. In the Burdwan Division - there are 
ms in the district of Bankura and in Raniganj. These asylums have 
et up by the mission to India and to t. The average monthly 
at Raniganj is 1%. At Bankura the number is 154. 
nment formerly paid Re. 1-8 a8 capitation grant, but nowadays have 
od ‘iteto Re. 4 per head. - My information regarding Midnapore, Howrah 
irbhum. is not encouraging, although the number of lepers is not 
insignificant. At Bankura the asylum is known as Weslyan Mission 
ape Aaa By a notification No. 361-Municipal, dated 25th February 
the local area is confined to Bankura district under the provisions of 
ion Act 8 of 1898. If I peaperecyesed the sections of the Act, 
erage of the Act depends upon the establishment of a requisite 
in Freer leper asylums forthe 'proper accommodation and treatment of the 
wom submission therefore is that Government should ‘seriously 
to the metas of establishing such asylums i in the mufaseal for 

ion of pauper lepers. 


decine of leprosy i in Europe is F atletbibed mainly to improved hygienic 
* atte and surroundings, and to increased material prosperity. and it may be 
ee hat the same causes will gradually bring about its disappearance from 









‘Lard, I: am pa huteveniod in the problem for the rélief of the 
in the interest of ‘public health, | 


: is e ruphedtan that a commission, of inquiry should be made. The 

er bem must not be, allowed to move freely from door to door for 

a ‘Exposed under, the sun and the rain, they become the objects of 

ds tyes Pine e8 of their Bale ge should be selected after proper inquity. 

Suggestions may be made for the further amendment of the 

Rite no hla, public to compulsorily remove all lepers and segregate 
then me mulassal ioe siakedal { 


nt te TO 


ana last cold’ weather, and we all rejoice that the Hon'ble 
‘well once again after his serious illness, and still more, at the 
r yin the ‘interval, s his many admirable works in the cause of the 


Be Te tl WIeP AA 40 
- The resolution deals ait a + bubjeot which necessarily excites the 
~ sympathy, and incidentally alsc the horror and repugnance of us all. Such 
~ is the terrible character of the of leprosy that we would all willingly 









‘do pogtliog | to ache pete the sufférings of those who are afflicted with it, and , 
; anyt 


Pe hing in our power to save from contamina- 
ose- oc vast majority—who are now unaffected by it. 
_ However that may be, S aprdinee accepting the course which the 
resolution . proposes reste briefly on the fact that in this matter we, 
— alons Piss eae rest of India, are — only following a policy whieh has 








or _ but, as’ matters stand, it is a policy laid. down with 


is modified. under equal authority it is very 
a character materially. different 


from whatwe are at present doing. - bao er to substantiate that -conten- 





to the eenine position. Fite oe 





, Act IIT of 1898 ia ia aaitin 3 in Bengal, yet. there are no ° 


rt Lord, ia cho Hon’ble Sir Frank Carter said: this is.a résolution that 


ively. laid down in the past. There may be grounds ° 
icy requires. reconsideration, and to this I shall - 


he ity as could have been hoped for, either at ‘that time or any’ 


—— 

















We are governed, ‘as has been mentioned, in this matter by 
(IIT of 1898) and when that Act was passed the Hon'ble Mr. Ri 
charge of it said specifically—* The Bill which is before the (0) 
contemplate any action being taken for the control or segregat 
generally in this country. — It would be extremely difficult to 
affect to any measures of such wide application nor, m the o p 
Government of India, are they called for. The “present ‘Bill is-of 1 


moderate scope and restricted character.” x 


Therefore the Bill was cen igied barat began pong lines, 
in provisions are those which are meant to prevent lepers e 
aka or occupations which bring them undesirably into contact . 
public, and secondly, to prevent the wanderings of pauper lepers 
authority for their arrest and for their consignment to asylums und 
orders of Magistrates. These are the two main characteristics of 
and the Act itself rests, as I have said, on authoritative enquiries 
will be found amply described in a Government resolution of the 23rd rch, 
1895, which I shall be happy to lend to the Hon'ble Member to read. 
what happened was that this subject -began ‘to attract marked attention so — 
far back as 1888, when it was held that absolute segregation was an — 
impossibility and.all that was practicable was to encourage asylums to which — 
lepers voluntarily could go. Later on the idea was mooted of founding — 
colonies to which lepers should go voluntarily, and a Bill was actually, drafted do 
in 1889. When it was circulated considerable difference of opinion was 
disclosed. About that time the whole subject of leprosy was very much ~ 
before the public owing to the labours of Father Damien, and a large 





























fuyd was started in London under the auspices of the Prince V 
for the investigation of leprosy. That led to the. Leprosy Commission” 
ef 1890-91. On that Commission there were three 1] English | 


Doctors and two members of the Indian Medical Service. They m 
enquiries in India, among. other places, and they made pronoun Bee 
as to the contagious character of leprosy which are not quite in ~ 
accordance with thee. view expressed by -Sir Ensak Carter M : 8 
not discuss in detail the medical-side of the question, briefly, F 4 
not think that leprosy was of a contagious character, and basi their, conclu- 
sions on that finding, they distinctly held that the nature of ae ‘ 
not justify compulsory segregation. They advocated the adoption of volun- 
ei isolation, together with the subsidiary measures. ting to 
and pauper lepere which were embodied in the Bill. That was their 
but there was another curious development which adds to the - 
attaching to it.. The views of the Commission were referred: 
influential committees in England, partly composed of: professio 
partly of public men, and I-may mention a. few names 
show to the Council the character of “the opinion on | 
was taken. We find the names of medical men like Sir Dyce 
Dr. Hutchinson, Sir Andrew Olark, Sir James Paget, an 
Fayrer, and of prominent men like Lord Curzon, the 
and Baron RothschiJd. On the administrative side 
members of these committees dissented to some extent 
dations of the Commission, desiring a more active. pc 
of segregation and founding colonies, but the majority 
members stuck to the opinion of their professional confréres 
ing the facts, the Government of India stated in their resolu 
could only be guided by the professional advice which was tén 
Therefore, Sir. as I have said, we are governed. ‘by very ant 
mendations, and until we can put up something more weigh 
-cial committee it. eee f difficult for us to modify 

that has been tried and has been negatived. 


a 


bs 





Sir Henry Wheeler. 










Juperin ndents nt of oper ay ylums i in Calcutta and they recommended the 
og al legal definition of a leper in respect of the ulceration of sores 
ich Franck Carter has referred. This was supported by the local 

ernment and submitted to the Government of India, but the Government 

ndia nase that they were not Prepared ‘to go back on the findings og the 

rosy Commission of 1890-91. 


fs “That i is the position in which we find ourselves, and within it we. do 
what we can. The leper population of Bengal—it is important to remember— 
is only some 17,000, while the total population of the province is 45 millions. 
Fortunately, therefore, the proportion is small, and I . not think the evidence 
Stoits growing rapidly, at any rate not in Bengal, although from the last 
* census fi it might be argued that it isnot on the decline in India as a 
eee, ‘0 deal with these 17,000 men we have an asylum in Calcutta at 
> Gobra, ‘white there are two other asylums—one at Bankura and the other at - 
; j. Inthe three of them we treat some 800 patients on an average, in 
ss - adn to'those who find relief at the ordinary hospitals. The action taken 
_ by us is very simiJar to, and somewhat in advance in some ways of, that taken 
in other provinces. For instance, the Lepers Aet is not in foree i in Madras, 
the Punjab or the North-West Frontier Province, and it is only in force in 
limited areas in Bombay, the United Provinces and the Central Provinces. 
But where asylums are established in these provinces and action is taken, 
it is somewhat on similar lines to ours, de., by assisting -private effort. In 
response to an enquiry that we made after we got notice of this resolution as 
to whether it was thought that there was need for a radical departure from 
the existing policy, all these provinces, with the exception of Burma, have 
replied in the negative. That renders it more difficult for us to take 
‘action. But I am quite aware that there is professional opinion in 
nga quarters—amongst the, exponents of ‘which is Sir Leonard Rogers, . 
“to whose views much weight isto be attached—which does not accept the 
findings of the Leprosy Commission front a medical point of view as final. 
_” To that extent there may be a case for furtherenquiry, but I do not think it is 
= use advocating an enquiry of a purely provincial character. Obviously at 
e present moment, in particular, it is extremely difficult to find available 
A Geodon men, and without any disrespect*to provincial authorities, an enquiry, 
limited to Bengal, and made by gentlemen who might help us here, could 
not in itself carry weight sufficient to induce the Government of India 
to goagainst the authorities of 1890-91. — If there is any revision of the 
, ee ~~ poliey of the Leprosy Act. it must be based on an all-India enquiry, probably 
supported by the best opinion available at home and by whatever can be 
ascertained of the advances and experiences of other countries. 


Sir Frank Carter has mentioned certain matters in which he particularly 
t Senge like to see action taken, namely, the alteration of the legal definition 
of a lane, which asI have said was advocated in 1908; the establishment? 
of lepe ales igit® ‘segregation of lepers in defined areas, preventing the 
inf si ot le rs to utta ; notifying their arrivals when they come, and such 
ike sere things rogaine an amendment of the law, and the amendment of 
i thls sone of these directions is not likely to be entirely non-controversial. 
¢ issues like the compulsory restraining of a man merely because 
afflicted with a terrible d.sease, and, ii may be, the taking him away from 
wife ienepeete. we are apt to excite a considerable amount of difference of 
n, which renders it all the more seg that, if anything is to be done, 
be backed by authoritative opinion these grounds 1 would depre- 
ntment bag rovincial committe either for Oalcutta,. or as the 
ui. Mahend ndva Mitra. would have it, for the whole of Bengal. 
perfe tly ing to bring this diseussion to the notice of the 
f India a view to and ascertaining more fully the vi pyeat 
and “onder me the light“of the information whic 
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y : ? PMA » é mee 
Sir Henry Whesler ; Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari; Sir Pra 
their disposal, whether the time has not yetcome to reexamine 
sate saison It is possible that they may do 80 at aconvenient 
but for the moment the time is most inopportune. Recent events, 
thie discussion, have drawn attention to this jae of 
quite possible that the Government of India may dec de 
tigation is justifiable. Obviously medical opinion and k 
vanced greatly since 1891, but I think we must leave 
of India, although we are prepared to bring the questio 
these lines.” octane. areas 
The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said :— z ye 
“My Lord, 1 quite appreciate the difficulties which are 


the acceptance of this motion, and I am sure they will be a ALEC 
the Hon’tle Sir Frank Carter. In the meantime we pad pi Ay the F 
Sir Henry Wheeler will do something to mitigate the evils and abuses 
existing system and that will go to a certain extent to prevent the 
ation of the disease, and tu ameliorate the conditions of those who com 
the purview of the law so far. . No eg 
There is another matter in regard to which it may not be di 
take action and that is preventing. lepers to have —_S to do» 
vending of articles of food. This matter may immediately be attend 
including those mentioned by Sir Frank Carter. And some assistance may be 
given to testing and having indigeous methods of treatment adopted.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— Rare, «ves eae 

“My Lord, I would like to»mention one matter, as T forgot to do so. 
With regard to the Hon'ble Sir Frank Carter's references to the asylum at 
Gobra, I am perfectly willing to have further inquiry, made. I paid a visit 
to the asylum with Sir Frank Carter at the end of last cold : he 
drew my attention to some of the points to which he has referred today, — 
recollection is that we did sanction a grant-in order to remedy. so of | ‘ 
defects, and glso that I took up the matter of the moribund ward in particular 
posi Hf I will look into the matter again, and see whether anything mo 
can one,” Pree ig fat eersaty ai 


The Hon’ble Sir Frank Carter said :— Nei ete: 
“My Lord, 1 beg to express my thanks to the Hon'ble Si : Henry 


\ 






for the assurance he has given to improve Ried itn 
at Gobra, In view of the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler's sympathetic: 
ask for Your Excellency's permission to withdraw this resolution.” 


The motion was then; by leave of the President, wi 





| LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 12, 
Tho Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved Migues 
on = SWS gta ag Se SR MH 
__ This Council recommends to the Governor in’ Council 
ment do take into congjderation the aiaulinent of ie Cee m 
Act, 1911, at an early date, with a view to provide, 2 : 
ip dinoroteniens eee thie payment of 

ce in. all cases ‘of acquisition of land -r 
schemes of the Trust. — sey ed. sy 
He said :— AAW Hee : es 


iat he at the ‘members of You ; 


subject and T indi this © 
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Wheeler who was then a Secretary to the Government. This subject was 
very keenly discussed at the time when the Calcutta Improvement Bill was- 
under consideration. The proposal to abolish the payment of 15 per cent, 
statutory allowance in cases of compulsory acquisition of land by the ‘T'rust was 
received with consternation and dismay throughout thecity. It evoked the 
keenest opposition not only inside the Council but also outside it. What was 
then doneis that the clause relating to the payment of a statutory allowance 
of 15 per ceut. was not made applicable in connection with the acquisition by 
the Improvement Trust within Caleutta. Fifteen per cent. compensation 
would be payable if the Improvement ‘Trust acquired land, however notoriously 
unhealthy that area may be, outside the jurisdiction of the Caleutta Corporation, 
that is, in the Manicktollah or Cossipore-Chitpore Municipalities, but. in all 
improvement schemes carried out by the Just in the city that 15 per cent. 
which the people had been enjoying for the last 50 years was withdrawn. 
This evoked the greatest possible opposition in this Council when the 
measure came up. On reading the reports of the proceedings I find that the 
Select Committee was equally divided :—of the 10 members in the Select 
Committee 5, including the Hon'ble Mr. Shorrock of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, were for the retention of the 15 per cent. allowance and 5 for the 
omission of that provision but, I believe, that by the casting vote of the 
President of the Select Committee the motion for the retention of the allow- 
ance was lost. Now, my Lord, I think it may be known to Your Excellency's 
Government that there is widespread discontent in the city on account of the 
omission of this clause. The Improvement Trust |has been in operation for 


’ the last seven years, and duting the last two years especially its activities have 


extended towards the northern part of the town and affect a large number 
of poor middle class people—tenants, occupiers and owners of holdings: who 
are generally poor and live from hand to mouth, and the growing discontent 
in the city has awakened the sympathy of even the quondam member in 
charge of the Bill, Mr. Bompas. Mr. Bompas, the Hon'ble Mr. Payne, who 
voted before for the abolition of this 15 per cent. and other members of the 
Trust made a recommendation to the Government for the restoration of the 
15 per cent. allowance in all cases of acquisition by the Trust. I have got 
here the report of the Improvement Trust which I have no doubt has reached 
Your Excellency’s Government and I do not. think it is necessary to read 
it at length. I may say this that the Trust have, in their report, very strongly 
revommended that this 15 per cent. statutory allowance should be granted 
in all cases of -acquisition by the Trust, and this report is signed. by 
Mr. Bompas, Mr. Payne, Raja Hrishikesh Laha and other members of the 
Trust. I may also mention that this question of 15 per~cent. statutory 
allowance was considered by the Commission which was appointed, by Govern- 
ment in 1887 and was presided over by Sir Charles Trevelyan to inquire 


_-intothe sanitary and structural defects of Calcutta, and to suggést-what steps 


should be-taken for the improvement of the city. I find that the Commis- 
sioners said that they were strongly of opinion that the statutory allowance 
of 15 per cent. should not be withheld, that is to say, it should be continued 


_ in Gases of acquisition for the improvement of the city. Then. my Lord, as 


‘regards the acquisition by other sister bodies in Calcutta (I mean the Calcutta 
orporation, the Calcutta Port Trust, or Government) 15 per cent. statutory 


allowance is granted ; it is not withheld as the ordinary Land Acquisition Act 


pplies to such cases. Russa Road and other roads in the Bhowanipore area 


. are being widened by the Trust. Lansdowne Road runs almost parallel to 


; 


R 


Russa Road and is being extented by the Corporation who are also carrying out 


other road improvements. The statutory allowance of 15 per cent, is allowed 
by! e Corporation while the Trust grants nothing for lands acquired almost 
side by side under their scheme, and the schemes of the J'rust and the Corpora- 
ton re only half a mile or quarter of a mile fromeach other. Similarly there is 
e 
" > \ 





8a and there are some branch roads such as Iswar Ganguly Lane 
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-which are being widened by the Trust, without the payment of statutory allow~ 
Mare ar sae By side is the Kalighat Improvement Scheme carried out by. the 
Corporation where 15 per cent. is being allowed. This, as 1 bave said, a8 an 
anomalous position and involves great injustice to the people of Caleutta,. 


There impression that it would be putting money into the 
es ee ir diel it is our misfortune to be called lautierda: 
pockets of laudlords. My Lord, it ae : 
If your Excellency will inquire into the character of the holdings which 
come within the operations of the ‘Trust, 1 can with the utmost. sense of 
res onsibility and emphasis, assure your Excellency that you will be convinced 
that nearly 90 per cent. of the property owners are poor middle class people 
who have got their ancient holdings or residential houses. To an ordinary 
Englishman the idea is that thedandlord isa rich, man rolling in wealth, a 
millionaire who has made money during recent years, or some big zamindar. — 
but here, my Lord, as I have said 90 per cent. of the people who come 
within the operations of the Improvement Trust are poor people, small traders, 
many of them clerks in mercantile or Government offices or poor bhadroloks. 
My friend Sir Rajendra Nath Mukherjee will, I. am sure, corroborate 
my statement. These are the generality of people who come under the 
operations of the Trust, but those who own houses in the big commercial 
area do not care a farthing forthe Improvement Trust becausa they are in an 
area where the ‘Trust has no terror for them. I think, my Lord, having 
regard to the widespead discontent that is prong in the city this 15 per 
cent. statutory allowance should not be withheld, Suppose there is a. 
dwelling-house valued at Rs. 10,000 ; if that house is acquired by the Trust, 
the owner of the house if he is fortunate tosecure a suitable house—which 
is-rarely the case—will have to pay 3 per cent. as stamp duty and Rs. 300 as 
lawyer’s charges; the cost for search, conveyance of title, ete., will bring 
the total to Rs. 600. Then he will have to seek temporary accommodation 
elsewhere, and: for this he will have to pay no less than 50 or 60 rupees per 
month. It will be at least six months before he.can expect to get daha 
house, and in many eases it takes more than a year to do so; many people do 
not get houses at all for a very long time. The amount of rent annually 
will amount to Rs. 60 x }2 = Rs, 720 and this in addition to other incidental 
expenses’ amount to a total of Rs. 1.320. But what after all will this 
15 per cent. of Rs. 10,000 anrount to—it would be only Rs, 1,500 ; if the cost of 
removal and repair and refitting of the house is taken into consideration practi- 
cally more than this amount goes in meeting these different expenses, and more- 
over it is a compulsory, acquisition. If I want to sell my house to private 
person I will sit tight; people will eome and negotiate ; I will say, ey 
me the amount I ask, [will not part with my house, and even if you Fos 9p 
pay what I want, 1 must get another house before I ¢an sell it. Tha is not the 
case when the ‘Trust acquires my house. A notice comes from the Gall tor 
that here is the valuation, take it, and quit. the house, otherwise you will be 
chucked out by force. » That is the position of the Indian residents in Caleutta 
who are British subjects, and [ appeal to your Excellency to inquil slate 
these details and give relief to the poor British Indian subjects who are pl ced 
under your cares Now that the Improvement Trust has recommen led, and 
their recommendation is backed by the Chairman, I hope that this. Bpercent. — 
allowance will not. be withbeld, 1 pray that legislation at ‘an early date b 
introduced. I know that there are other. matters (in connection ith th 
Improvement Trust in regard to which, legislation will be taken up. Ms 
the Government wheels move very slowly, but if Government 80: t, th 
can modify this particular,.section and can give relief to thousand 
people under your Excellency's care in the twinkling of an aie 
have no quarrel, we aye not serambling for powér that on ive to be » 
to Parliament and where there will be great deliberation. ' a has 
been/thoroughly discussed and considered by. responsible officers ar 1 by t! 
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“members of the Trust. Therefore, Sir; when such a recommendation has 
been made by such a responsible body, and having regard to the deep 
discontent which is prevailing in the city, | hope your Excelleney will be 


_ pleased:to do this act of grace, mercy and justice to the people of Calcutta. - 


I do not know what reply I shall receive.from the opposite side, but I await 
‘ it with great trepidation.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said — 


_ “My Lord, L do not propose to take up much of the time» of this Council 
because the salient points as to the necessity for amending the Improvement 
Trust Act in the matter of the percentage on the market value which is a 
feature the General Acquisition Act of India, have been put forward by my 
friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. But I wish to add niy voice in 

_ support of his contention, because it is-just possible that the Council might 
think that as [ have some personal experience in these matters and bemg 
older in age than Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, I should know something 
of the conditions which operate on the unfortunate owner of a property whose 
land is compulsorily acquired by the Act. It is said that all that the man 
whose property is taken is entitled to is the market value of the property and 
he ought not to complain if he gets a fair price for the property. Now, Sir, 
those who say this are‘persons who livea detached life, and living a detached 
life has its value and advantages. They are generally the members of the 
Indian Civil Service, and it is no derogation to say of that service that they 
do not hold any immovable property in the city of Calcutta. Sir John Peter 
Grant, a former Lieutenant-Governor, as inheritor of his father’s estate, held 
some property in Calcutta, but as a rule the members.of the Civil Service do 
not possess sucli property here, that being so, they are not ina position to 


feel what the men whose property is taken away compulsorily do, when he is. 


.offered the market value of the property and. is told that, he ought to be 

-  gatisfied with that. My Lord, land is being compulsorily acquired in India 
for a long time, I, do not know what the conditions were under the Bengal 
Regulation of 1824, of the India Act VI of 1857. I have not worked. under this 
Act, but I claim some acquaintance with the operation of the Act as itwas passed 

in 1870 (Act X of 1870) in the Viceroy’s. Council in which an active part was 
taken by the then Home Member, Sir John Strachey, ,and Sir James Stephen, 
‘Law Member. It was considered by the Government that under the Act of 
1857 the compensation given tothe owners was much in excess of the price of 
these properties, and, therefore, they wanted to lay down certain principles which 
have been referred to-by my friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur and laid 
down under sections 22 and 23 of the Land Acquisition Act. The Indfan 
legislature of 1870lay down that the owner will get the market value and they 
define market value in a particular way. ‘They say that in consideration of the 
great agitation which has been raised at that time against the proposed repeal of 
that Act of 1857 and that as the agitation is due to a feeling that no justice 

_ would be done to the parties from whom the properties will be compulsorily 
acquired, we will not only pag she market value, but we,will follow the example 

. of the English courts. e will adopt the English practice of giving a 
ee, um over and above the price of the property and that solatium in England 
always been from a very long time 10 per cent. of the price of the 
erty ; that was to console the’man whose land was acquired against his 
‘ll.’ My Lord, you will see that this provision for paying a 15 per cent. 
allowance over the market value was not in response to an appeal by 
those who had agitated against the passing of the Act of 1857. In order to 
sfy that there cechlt bs no danger in thie operation of the proposed Act 

vat it ce would be done, justice which not only concerns in paying the 
; ‘ 
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_, Galoutta, and one thing isclear that the Valuation 
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er the proper price but in soothing his feeling by paying for his incon- 
oaierne aed rouble caused by the compulsion and this solatium was fixed 
at 15 per cent. of the market value. ‘Sir John Strachey than whom few men 
who have come out to this country took a sounder view of the state of things 
economical or political, and Sir James FitzStephen, who had a European reputa- 
tion as a jurist before he came out to this country and whoafter retirement from 
India became a Judge of one of the Divisions of the High Court iu England, 
considered that the extra payment of 15 per cent. on the market value was a 
just and proper thing. It was also politically expedient, Butut remained for the 
Bengal Government, of 1911 to accede to the suggestion that it would save 
much money in working out the Improvement Act if you paid people less 
than what they were entitled to. It comes to that because as my friend to my 
left (Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur) has pointed out it is not sufficient 
compensation to pay a man whose property may be valued at Rs. 10,000 is 
paid Rs, 10,000, and asked to walk out of the house. He has to find a 
suitable property to invest this sum of Rs, 10,000 and if he was living on the 
property which was taken away from him he would find it difficult for him to 
adjust himself to the new environment and any amount which you.pay him as 
the market value will not satisfy him ; he will remain discontented. | think, 
Sir, we ought not to legislate in a way which is politically inexpedient 
and gives rise to discontent. It is unwise to go on in this way. We havea 
consensus of opinion. Barring the Civil Service whose views are put forward 
by Government, all merchants, Indian and European, members of the 
Calcutta Corporation, lawyers and also some propertied men have protested 
against this taking away of the solatium of 15 per cent. and I think it is not 
mere conscience which compels them tomake this protest. It is most 
suicidal to go on in this fashion and to create discontent. After all if 
you have to go by precedent you have here up to the year 1911 been paying 
this 15 per cent. on the market value of every property whether in the city or 
outside, and whether for an improvement or for any other public purpose. 
People think that Government ought to give this 15 per cent. if their 


5 


property is taken away compulsorily. As regards’ the valuation business, 


Ido not know the state of things for the last four or five years but I will 
refer to things which occurred about the year 1915.. The’Chairman thought 
that no Calcutta man should be appointed, and they imported’ a person from 


London to value Caleutta properties. He had as much knowledge of the | 


' value of Oaleutta property as the man in the moon and the members of the 
Improvement ‘Trust were not permitted to meddle with ‘the work of. the 
valuation and a brick-maker in a well-known firm in Qaleutta, was put in to 
assist the valuer. That is the way in which the people have been treated in 

partment only knew that 
where a man was entitled to Rs, 30,000, they would give bim Rs. 15,000 and 


ny 


if the man has courage to go up to the Improvement Tribunali......2 55 


having reached the time-limit. ] 


[At this stage the Hon'ble Member had to conelude his remarks, he 


The Hon'ble Mr. Goode said : ; . wpe 

oe y My Lord, I am glad to. be in a position to meet the Hon'ble Rai Radha 
aran 

has laid before the Council. The Rai Bahadur in the latter part of his 


speech laid stress on. the urgent importance of Government undertaking 


legislation. at a very early date for the amendment of the Improvement. 
Act, and Iam glad to assure him that steps will be. “ very, “ y 
in this direction. He has informed the Council that a report was presented 
some time ago to the Government. of Bengal by the Board of ( 
which they recommended that certain amendments a 


al Bahadur rather more than half way in the resolution which he 
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d of Trustees in 
he Act should be ee 












































be local eee minit and an ohne was view gi on 
the lines of the amendments which were | 
ment Trust. The other legislation 
ad in hand during the last two years has 
fore this house, but I ¢ ae eraeeices Hon'ble 
sal Aa at a very ear te to bring t 
d ig a a shape so Ets 
gore ag y gee of the fact that Government 
to undertake ieeatntion, I hope that the Hon’ble Rai 
\ ren 2 think that it is somewhat inadvisable to urge 
afforded a decision * the amps wi geen Three this _ 
upon matters principle which must y be con- 
» the public and by the Corporation of Calcutta and by the get at 
_ TL hope that on the assurance which I am now authorisedto 
«niulbaeaeh will undertake legislation at an early date that he wi M4 
thine that the immediate decision of principle at this stage is some* 
cessary: 1am able to go even further. I, am authorised to state 
1 rnment of Bengal propose to meet the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur more 
y even So the matter of principle and in the Bill which will 
C this Council, the local Government subject, to a reser- | 
ie sain eee refer shortly, propose that this 15 per cent. 
compensation should be awarded in the case of all street schemes, 
t in general intprovement schemes. The Hon’ble Rai ‘Bahadur 
“vate what a considerable coygenag. this involves. - [ do not 
ther he will of the assurance that I have given be prepared 
ow this resolution to be dropped, and I am therefore compelled 
very. ry haishy to deal with the actual principle which he has raised 
in why Government are not prepared to undertake legislation 
“3 to giving 15-per cent. compensation in every case-of acquisition 
h the Trust may make. iat ateetol & hae: din Land some reference 
poead precedent a y the Indian Lan dpadiGrien dats 
wy precedent which exists at home. I do not want to revive 
a itroveray Which is fresh in the memories of many members of this 
5 cannot refrain from reminding the Council that as was stated 
Bompas in a previous debate the precedent on which the Calcutta 
; Trust Act was based isa truer precedent than’the one whieh 
Rai Bahadur bos cited—I mean the Bombay Improvement Trust Act. 
/a recent case mit. outa dealing precisely with the same 
Caleufta_ pre and as Mr. Bompas in 1911 pointed out 
regarding that that as ag real precedent and 
Land Rgerenure Act) which was quoted by the eanition: 
x do I admit a precedent which the Hon’ble Rai pane 
) has drawn me oct "uate I am 
@ practice in the ng! courts since the 
gt Hh Ree elie 
le has poin’ out, 
1 allowance. _ But there has been 
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community 
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ractice relating to the acquisition of land for public 
iil by the Home Government that after-war p 
acertain work of reconstruction and that the elaborate 
and the excessive prices which, in many cases, local a 
to pay must be revised and corrected, and this 
~ Bahadur will kindly note that my authority is a very 
decision that any additional solatiam to compensate for th 
of public acquisition was an unnecessary burden upor 
will quote the words of the committee. After having e ined» 
expert witnesses but also representatives ‘of the various local L 
England and Scotland theysaid :— pe alge 


“Nearly all the witnesses who’ have given evidence 
favour of abolishing the customary allowance for compulsory 
we think that there is’ a growing consensus of opinion 
unwarranted addition to the cost of public undertakings 
seelessee We think, therefore, that no allowance for the 
tion of land should be added to the market value’. 


Now, my Lord, as I have suggested alrealy it is unt 
attempt to defend the entire teh enunciated in 
Ihave just quoted because the Local Government ha: 
to make a considerable step towards meeting the position 
Hon'ble Rai Bahadur. But it was necessary in expla) 
our not accepting the resolution in full to refer to this pronounceme 
submit must carry great weight. It may be that I shall be 
‘fur-coat’ argument that English analogies have no reference 
conditions, bnt 1 submit that so recent a pronouncement | 
comprising so many leading home experts must cai 
India and as applied to Indian conditions. As it 
and practice in Calcutta are actually in advance o y 
prevailed in England during the last 50 years, and it do 
retrograde step to ask this house after an hour's dise 
principle which is now thoroughly endorsed by the best aut 
therefore urge that this Council should decide that wh 
decision might be upon this important principle, it is 
a hasty judgment upon it now. a we 

I need not refer ser‘atim to the arguments which hi 
the Hon'ble Members. It is urged that the invidious 
the acquisition of land by the Improvement Trust. 
Corporation in itself condemns these provisions, but I 
loses much» of its force when we remember that the 
for a special purpose and that all these arguments w 
Council and met as I think when the Bill was pas 
2k asap si from mufassal practice, It is 
salite is entitled to compensation why should ¢ 
what he considers his right. J think IT may-here 
is often drawn in the English courts between ‘01 
acquisition. In the case of land being aequ 
making a square the benefits immediately er 
cago are obvious, but in the case of 
mu 





















































‘tee ‘Bot B.C. Pal Pic. 


tlie house should now come to a basi decision upon ‘an 
a must ‘thoroughly be discussed by this Council in 


the sin seth whieh Guverdinont proposes to make ‘between 
and improvement schemes, I may say a word. The Council 
at a general improvement scheme is initiated to improve 
. insanitary conditions, whereas street schemes although they 
initiated to remedy defective ventilation, etc., are more particularly 
; - better means of ‘commurication. ‘he * Hon'ble Rai 
may ask how Government can logically draw a distinction between | 
he acquisition of lands for these different purposes. I may say that as a 
iter of fact the improvement schemes which the Daloatts Trust has up 
sere ‘undertaken are mainly street schemes. In fact the only 
: ment scheme whieh the Trust has executed is scheme No. 1 
Surtibagan. scheme, The Rai-Bahadur then may probably feel 
acing this half loaf he is standing on very safe ground, because 
matter of fact. it has been found that the Corporation of Caleutta has 
n noalacrity to represent insanitary conditions. to the Trust and to 
he Trust to undertake schemes of general improvement, so the actual . 
will possibly be very little affected by the fact that Government does 
accept the whole motion. I spoke of a reservation in stating that the 
vent of Bengal was prepared to give the i5 per cent. additional com- 
in the case of street schemes. The reservation ‘is this : certain 
of siue Couneil will probably remember Mr. Bompas’ argument on  - 


| have very little more to say. Some Members of this ‘Council may 
~ vemember that at the time when this Bill was discussed in 1911 
Bompas stated that the Goyernment of India who were financing the 
ent of Calcutta to the extent of 50 lakhs had clearly stated 
‘contribution and their position would have to -be revised if 
rstood that the Legislature proposed to give this 50 lakhs to ~ 
Jandlords as compensation. This Council will agree that the Local . 
ment are not in a position immediately to medenekeet to promise that the 
hy sation in the case of street schemes should be inserted in 
It Tt will be be necessary to consult the Government of India and obtain 
views on the subject. But subject to their consent the Local Govern- 
,as Ihave already informed this Council. to introduce a Bill at 
date which-will provide for the payment of an additional 15 per cent. 
n in the ca¥e of acquisition made for street schemes. In view of 
Government propose to take, I would urge that the Council 
decline to be | forced into oe decision now upon this important question 


] ea ay Nee 1s Sen 


n’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— 

: p ‘L have followed with very great attention the reply of the 
8 Mr. Goode. In'the first place, when he began to speak he seemed 
¢ high hopes in Pie y mind Saree he said that he was glad to be in 
ay, and gave mean assurance that 


be akon a up an sale a date, My Lord, in the first place as 
en able to understand him 





it is an indefinite assurance. I do 

date—it may be this year, next 

in the meantime the present 
oe I have been ableto follow him, | 
‘ropa, subject to the approval of the 

e15 percent. statutory allowance in street 

y ant may” ‘think in this matter— 

nou! of Government—there ‘is 

“ ont imiproyainge ‘schemes. See 
















































Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur. 


i regard to procedure and scope. But so far as the 
7 ik Viatetiud, thers is not very much difference. © 
scheme not only the land required for the peri 
18 acquired but also surplus land on both. sides 
‘100 or 200 feet in depth is taken and in such case 
within the area come within the limit of acqi 
prepared showing Ist and 2nd class houses — <F Crake, 1 
Officer placed on special duty, although we find that the chart, 
places quite correct. However, that is a separate | her. 
understand is that in street schemes 15 per cent. 
general improvement sehemes.the whole area is ¢ 
not actually acquired, that is to say, the properties lyir 
acquired and the rest of the pr es are reserved to frm. 
are either re-leased to the former owner or by. agreement to 
holds a major portion at a certain value fixed by the Trust. 
the procedure followed in street schemes, — What is 1e differe 
Here you pay 15 per cent. and there you do not pay 15 per cent. The 
neral improvement schemes ‘and that of street schemes is almos 
use both are designed to improve thé sanitary conditi 
« therefore that swarm compe pation ae also be pai 
neral improvement schemes. at is the r } 2 
uch has been said about the recent report of the Home~ 
regarding additional solatium. I have not seen it but this much : 
that the conditions of India.and England are very different. It may. 
that you wish to follow the western example. You do so when it. suits 
purpose, but when it does not, you do not cite the western precedent, A 
say that the conditions in the west are quite different. “In your c 
can easily without any compunction remove one family from one 
another. But here in this country there is considerable weep 
of breasts and shedding of tears. There is a great. 
to ancestral homes and therefore there is great differ 
conditions in England and those prevailing here. 
The British Government have reigned in India for more 3 
and therefore they ought to know that these things “have to be 
Enel, 1 do not think that the example of Great Britain 
here. There the war conditions have put everything | 
Hon'ble Mr, Geode has cited the Bombay Actnrentiagt. 
stu far as Bombay. Ido not think that as the people 
ats and tenements they have so much clinging to thei. 
seems anomalons that whereas 15 per cent. compet 
lands even iu an insanitary condition outside the limits 
pality, the same will not be paid for lands in Caleutta. 
by the Calcutta Municipality t gideti m is paid ; 
when the lands are acguired by the utta 





the near future, the jurisdiction of the Calcut 


_ but when the Avt will be extended 
Sey th Sn ta? Peer 
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Resolutions. 
Mr. Goode; Rat R. C. Pal Bahadur. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Goode said :— 


“My Lord, it is proposed that the draft Bill will be brought in its final 
shape while Governinent are at Dacca, and steps will be taken to obtain the 
consent of the higher authorities to the introduction of the Bill. As I have 
said, the Bill will be introduced at an early date; but I am unable to give 
any fixed date.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Banadur said -— 


“On second consideration I beg to withdraw this resolution.” 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—Item No. 13. ' » ° 


/ 
The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur also moved the following 
resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Govern- 
ment do take into consideration the amendment of the Calcutta Improvement 
_ Act, rk with a view to provide that in cases of applications for exemption 

surplus land under section 78 of that Act, an appeal may be allowed to the 
Improvement Trust. Tribunal or any other competent Court of law in the 
event of any dispute arising between the owner and the Board as regards the 
sum in consideration of which the acquisition may be abandoned. 


- 


He said :— 


“My Lord, this is also a motion which perhaps I may explain briefly in a 
few words. Under section 78 of the Calcutta Improvement Act the surplus 
land which is taken on both sides of the road can be exempted on payment of 
a fee if not required for the execution of the scheme. My Lord, it stands thus: 
the Board assumes the present value of the property and also estimates its 
future value ; then whatever the difference less 20 per cent., or in the case of 

dwelling houses 33 per cent., is demanded from the owner of the property as 
fee for exempting the premises from acquisition. If the party agrees to pay 
that sum then his property is exempted; if not, his property is acquired 
and he has to leave his holding. When this section was inserted it was 
inserted ina vory benevolent mood. The Government of India thought that 
having regard to the feelings of the people of this country—their deep rooted 
attachment to their property—they should be allowed to retain their property 
on payment of a fee not exceeding half the future value of the property. 
That was the despatch of the Government of India on the subject. I read 
it last night and [ have read it this morning, if I am incorrect I may be 
informed by the Hon’ble Member opposite.- Now, my Lord, the position is 
this : the Trust practically acquires the property and sells this property to 
the owner and the purchase price and future value.are both assessed by the 
Trust, There isno appeal against this valuation. The Trust is in a dominant 
position and is the master of the situation. The Trust has forcibly got 
possession of a man’s property and, although Government very generously 
allowed the owner to retain the property, practically he is entirely in the 
hands of thé Trust, which is in a dominating position, that is to say, the 
Trust may say either pay this or get away. ‘Though the waluation may be 
excessive the owner has uo power to test that valuation. It is therefore 
Suggested that where there is a difference, ¢e., where a party thinks 
that the present value has been underrated and the future value overstated, 
he may have an opportunity to go to a court of law, and as I have said herey» 


. 
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Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur. 


. ~ wile BIE 
the Tribunal is the court. Mr. Bompas in his speech in the Council during the 
discussions in 1911 stated that the Tribunal would be an expert y of 
valuers and I think, therefore, Sir, that a third impartial party like the 
Tribunal ought to be allowed to arbitrate between the Trast and the party. 
That is the principle which was urged on that occasion most strenuously. by 
the non-official members of this Council but unfortunately, as is always the 
case, that was not accepted. It cannot be said that the Trust is infallible. 
As a matter of fact the last Administration Report will show that out of 
60 cases referred to the Tribunal from the Collector’s award; in 48 cases 
the Tribunal have increased the valuation by nearly a lakh of rupees, 
and that shows that no one is infallible. Here not the Collector but 
the Board's officers are practically the masters of the situation, whatever 
valuation they will fix will be final. They practically buy your land 
at Rs. 500 a cottah, they sell at Rs. 20,000 a cottah, Would you pay the 
difference in order to get back your land? The party says no, you have 
valued it at Rs. 5001 do not agree. The Trust will say if you are not prepared 
to accept our valuation go away, we will have it acquired by the Collector. 
Then the situation is this; the Trust know the people’s passion for clinging 
to their ancestral dwellings—and it is no exaggeration to say that their 
hearts bleed when they are told to leave their holdings. The British adminis- 
tration js such that there is appeal in every case but here there is no appeal. 
Within thé closed doors of the Trust the man is told, will you pay this 
or not ; if net, leave your land and go away, That is a situation very 
distressing to the people and, therefore, I have suggested that where the 
party is not satisfied with the valuation of the Trust, he may be allowed an 
appeal tothe Tribunal and this concession will be welcomed by every man. 
Then, my Lord, why not grant this remedy to the people. The Trust is 
not an infallible body as I have shown by quotation that in many instances 
the valuation of the Trust and the Collector was enhanced, Sir Rajendra 
Nath Mukherjee who is here will perhaps bear me out. We selected a big 
piece of land in Beadon Row for a re-housing scheme valued at Rs. 2,500 a 
cottah. Before it was declared for acquisition we were informed later that 
somebody had taken it at Rs. 4,000 a-cottah. If it had been declared. for 
acquisition the owner would have got only Rs. 2,500 a cottah, however 
much he might have talked and cried before the Collector ; but fortunately . 
for him’ before the acquisition notice was issued—he sold it at Rs. 4,000 a 
cottah. That shows the difference between the valuation of the Trust Officers 
and the market rate ; that was a bona fide purchase in which P. 0, Kumar, 
a well known name, is the purchaser. Then, my Lord, there is no’ expert 
valuer on the Trust. To give another illustration; in the Marcus Square 
extension scheme the value of the structure according to the Trust estimate 
was Rs. 40,000 the Collector's award was Rs. 80,000. That shows again 
the difference between the Trust valuation and the Collector's valuation. 
Ido not at all mean to say that the Trust values deliberately at a low 
figure, but there is always the chance of injustice being done ; in some cages 
it» may be a little more and in some cases less. Here we are not. secure 
even in our ancestral hdldings under British rule and we can at any 
moment be held by the neck and turned out. If a property’ owner has a 
right of appeal he has some consolation and that is the reason why I have - 
moved this resolution. I hope it will: be accépted. If there is an appeal 
there is a safeguard against the executive aut ority fixing an arbitraryfee ; 
it will be a wholesome eheck upon the Executive if they know that the man 
may go and file an appeal. I respectfully commend this to Your Excellency’s 
attention, and I am sure that these are the feelings of the people of Calcutta 
—people who are law-abiding and whose grievances-have been expressed in 
are. and in the press. My Lord, there is seep discontent in the city and 
eel it my duty to bring it to the notice of Your xcelleney. ” ; 
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Resolutions. 


Rai D. C. Ghose-Bahadur ; Mr. Goode. 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :-— 


'*“My Lord, when 1 came to this Council and intimated that I intended to 
say a few words on this resolution, I was of the feeling that an appeal from 
the order of a public body to a higher tribunal, whatever may be its advantage. 
has also its disadvantages and that I might not see eye to eye with my friend 
Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. But having heard my friend’s reference 
to the cases where the so-called expert valuers of the Improvement Trust 
have tried to do injustice to owners of properties, I think on a balance of 


convenience the experiment might be tried of having the matter reviewed 


by a tribunal which is constituted under the Improvement Trust Act and 
supported with the money of the Improvement Trust. If any appeal has to 
be preferred. to any authority, I think the Improvement Trust tribunal 
will be the fit authority. I myself do not share with my friend to my 
right (Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur) in the idea that as our people 
are accustomed to go from one court te another, therefore, that there should 
be an appeal in a matter like this. I think in a matter like this the first 
authority should be a strong one, an authority with full knowledge and 
a sense of doing justice to house-owners. Some reference has been made to 
the Land Acquisition Deputy Collector. But where there have been Civil 
Service men they are geperally liberal and inclined to be just. It is not a 
feeling which I express with reference to reports but from personal know- 
Jedge extending over a considerable number of years. In the beginning, 
if he has no experience he is apt to make mistakes, but as he acquires 
knowledge of the valuation of property he tries to be just and he has, always 
the couragejof his conviction and is not afraid lest the authority behind his 
back frowns at him, but a Deputy Collector unfortunately labours under a 
disadvantage. I know that if the latter officer were not dependent entirely 
on the good books of his superior for his promotion he would offer a higher 
price and be more just to the house-owners. 


“Well, Sir, I will refer to a matter which I know. It is a compliment to 
the Indian Civil Service Land Acquisition Collector, but the reverse of it to 
the expert valuer of the, Improvement Trust. When they began their 
operations they acted as one without the necessary knowledye of the subject. 
As regards a tenanted house, the best way .of assessing it is to pay a certain 
number of years’ rent, and in that case, there will be no dispute, but they - 
thought that they could reduce the price and they accordingly proposed 
something for the land and something for the structures and of course they 
put a very low value on the land and a very low value on the structures. 
In a certain case the expert valuer of the Trust estimaed the building 
property to be 70 years old which was actually not even 30 years old and so 
he valued it low on that basis. The Land Acquisition Collector, Mr. Peterson 
thought that the property was undervalued and he made a reference to 
the Improvement Trust recommending an increase as he was satisfied that 
the property was not so old. When the case went before the Trust Tribunal 
the expert valuer gave his evidence to the effect that the building 
was 70 years old, but the court disbelieved him and the court beleved 
the story of the owner. The Improvement “Trust has not taken any 
notice of the conduct of their staff, and I doubt very much whether a 
proceeding of that kind would not be:a premium on carelessness. I therefore 
think that the staff which values the property should be improved and there 
shonld = a more efficient staff imbued with the spirit not to do any injustice 


by lowering the estimate where it ought to be estimated high.” » 


The Hon'ble Mr, Goode said :-— + 
‘My Lord, in listening to the speeches of the Hon'ble Mover and the 
Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur I have looked in vain for any 


“recognition of the fact that the whole essence of this question lies in the 


a 
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difficulty of determining the future value of any property. The exemption 


fee-system is briefly this: the Improvement Trust in making a street finds 
that a certain piece of land is not actually required for the execution of _the 
scheme, although it proposes nevertheless to acquire that land with the idea. 
of recoyering some of the improved value which the improvement scheme has 
produced. Instead however of the Trust at once acquiring that land the 
owner is in a position under the Act to ask the Trust to fix a fee on payment of 
which the ‘Trust will abandon the acquisition. This in fact is a short cut 
towards the acquisition of the land and its subsequent resale on the pre-emption 
principle to the original owner of the land. Instead of the Trust acquiring the 
land and subsequently reselling it, it confers with the original owner and 
accepts a fee representing the improved value or some part of the enhancenient 
of the value which the improvement has caused. Now the whole difficulty is 
to ascertain what the future value of that property will be, and I think that 
point has been somewhat neglected by the Hon'ble Mover in his speech. 
Obviously the ascertainment of the future value bears no relation or very 
little relation to the ascertaining of the present value, One is a matter of 
scientific computation helped by experience but the ascertainment of the 
future yalue is based largely on a guess or a prophecy. Now I would ask 
the Hon’ble Mover—how can you ask for’ a judigjal determination in the 
matter of a guess or prophecy ? It may be that one expert may be able to give 
a more accurate guess than another expert. The, expert who has had more 
experience may be able after discounting the factors of special cireum- 


stances to approximate more nearly in his guess to the future value of a ° 


property ; but nevertheless in the last resort his estimate remains a guess and 
he might be hard put to it to give reasons for the faith that is within him in 
making that estimate. Generally speaking, I would say that the respect which 
we attach to any estimate of any future value is based mainly on our respect for 
the expert and not on his arguinents. In view of this fact—a very vital one in 
this discussion—I cannot conceive how the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur can ask this 
Council to assent to the principle that there should be an appeal to a court of 
law from the guess of an expert. He has suggested that the Tribunal is 


itself an expert body. It may be that the promoters of the Improvement 


Trust Act did originally intend that’ the Tribunal should be an expert body, 
but it cannot be said that the present Tribunal is composed of experts and it 
seemg to me that it will be absurd to ask sucha body to sit in judgment 
upon the guess—not upon the well-founded judgment—of an expert as to the 
future value of properties. That is why it has been so often suggested that 
the whole exemption fee-system resolves itself into hargaining or negotiation. 
The Rai Bahadur may suggest that the unfortunate owner of the property 
Is at present given Hobson’s choice. The Trust says: if you will not accept 
the valuation which our expert has made then we shall acquire your property. 
I hope, however, that the Hon'ble Rai Bahadur will not adopt so cynical an 
attitude towards this body. I think it is inevitable that a body such as the 
Trust can never attempt in this indirect way to frustrate the obvious 
intention of the law and I feel therefore that the Rai Bahadur will not 
contend that any person ceming before the Improvement Trust receives 
anything but fair and impartial consideration ‘of his case. I was suggesting 
that it was a matter of negotiation between the two parties. The owner of 
the land assessed finds that itis worth to him so much to retain. this 
property. The Trust has already decided that if they acquire the land for 
resale they will make so much profit. Between the two factors, yiz.,. the 
profit which the Trust assumes it will make and the future value of the 


- property as compited by its original owner between these some compromise 


has to be reached. This system of negotiation for a compromise is not a matter 
for judicial determination and I contend most strongly that it is quite out of place 


to lay these uncertain factors beforea court of law. The Rai Bahadu suggests 
that the Improvement Trust is not infallible, that it may make coiatiokens tnd 
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. that it is therefore advisable to have another authority to check its error’. I 
do not si t for a moment that its mistakes may not be numerous but Ido * 
contend that ifs mistakes are any rate ‘made in good faith, and I do not admit 
the dismay, consternation and the discontent which the Rai Bahadur will 
have us believe prevail in Calcutta at present in regard to the present method 
of assessment. I have sat in many committees of the Corporation on which 
_ the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur was himself present. I have watched and seen the 
_ considerate and reasonable manner in which the Corporation has dis- 
-cussed with owners of properties what fee may fairly be fixed in order 
that they might secure redemption from acquisition, and I see no reason for 
thinking that the same fair treatment. does not prevail in the Improvement 
Trust Exemption Committee. But there is a further safeguard to the owner 
of the property. If he decides not to pay the fee which the Trust may fix 
he has still not yet lost his property. The land may be put up to auction and 
the original owner may then enjoy the right of pre-emption. He is then in a 
better position to determine whether the future value estimated by the Trust 
is fair or not. Again if he considers that the offer of the Trust is not a good 
enough one; and if he thinks that he will lose on the transaction he can’ 
refuse to pay the fee and the land may be acquired and put up to auction. I 
think the» Hon'ble Rai Bahadur will on reflection admit that the Trust, as a 
|. statutory body, will exercise its power in a reasonable way and will not impose 
' exorbitant fees with the hope and intention that the party may refuse-to pay 
“them, the property remaining in the hands of the Trust. In view of these 
facts I think that this House will refuse to accept the principle which the 
~ Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur has urged upon them. But 1 will 
also invite the attention of the House to the fact that this Bill will shortly be 
amended and that the whole question of recoupment is likely to receive treat- 
ment on broad lines and it is quite possible that the Government of Bengal may 
decide on some other method of recoupment whether betterment or frontage 
rate which will be more equitable and more easily worked than the present 
system. I would, therefore, urge even more strongly: than when speaking on 
the previous motion that, it is premature.to discuss the question of principle 
at this stage.” 1 ' 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— “; 


“My Lord, I have listened with very -great attention to the Hon’ble 
Mr. Goode's reply. As far as I have been able to follow him he has admitted 
what I mentioned to the Council that the fee is based on the differnce * 
‘between th: assumed present value and future value. It is a very short ”: 
eut—this acquisition and the subsequent sale to the owner—acquiring at 
the Trust’s own valuation and selling at their own estimate. of future 
value, I say, my Lord, that if is not fair that the party should not be 
given an a made to go toa third party but be compelled to accept the 
terms of the Trust who are interested in the matter.| I do not say that they 
are interested in the way that they are bent upon doing ‘an injustice to the 
' owner. But all the same the Trust is interested, and I think there should 
_ be an appeal to the Tribunal. Owing to the benevolence of the Legislatiire, 
iS the Board have to offer their surplus land to the party of course at their own 
_ valuation. The Government of India in their despatch to the Secretary ‘of 
state recognised the love and attachment of the people of India to their 
‘dings. And why should they be deprived of their Holdings by an inter- 
| party however welt intentioned that party may be. That is my point.” 
m Mr. Goode has said that the difficulty lies as regards ‘future valuation. 
asks how can the Tribunal ascertain future valuation, the members of 
d are human and the Tribunal also are huthan. I may quote from 
mpas who said in this connection that experts in land valuation were 
le and it was desirable to appoint.a Tribunal for the trial of such 
ch should be an expert body—it was intended to be a court of 
‘That was in reference to the opposition of i. at the time . 
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creation of a Tribunal. Mr. Bompas fought hard forthe Tribunal. 
He at rape be an expert body and that the people would be benefited ~ pe 
and that the Tribunal:would command greater confidence than a ig sey 
Judge who might today be a Barrister and tomorrow a Civilian. asked ’ 
why should the Trust or anybody be afraid of going to experts who | 
would consider all the facts. In England, I find from Mr. Bompas’ as well 


-as from Mr. Basu’s speech, you have got an arbitrator appointed by the a 


Local Government Board, ‘Then why should you not leave matters to be 
decided by arbitrators? Let them judge whether the present valuationis — 
fair and future valuation reasonable. Nothing is lost: thereb: and the 
party is pleased. In. the debate on the Improvement Bill -Mr. Bompas 
had to admit that the party had a right to say that somebody else 


erefore, I think, that there is some -reason and some ground for the 
ag that I now “make on behalf of the people of Calcutta. Then 
Mr. Goode has referred to pre-emption. Mr. Goode knows very well all 
about it. He has been a very very sympathetic Chairman of the Corporation, 
I donot say this in flattery. But I ask is it fair to talk about pre-emption — 
when you take away the right of redeeming the property ? My Lord, 1 would. - 
explain what pre-emption is. The holding is acquired outright, the road is 
made or the improvement is completed, three or four years elapse and before *. 
the property not taken up for the roadway is put into auction the owner is — 
asked, do you want this now ? His house was there and if he had been granted - 
exemption, he would have continued to live in his holding. and would have 
been allowed a rebate of not less thar 20 percent. ; he could have made the 
fee acharge on the property instead of paying it in alump sum. , All these 
advantages count for nothing at the time of pre-emption when he has to pay 
down the avhole amount in cash without ‘any rebate, not to speak of the 
distress caused by the compulsory removal in the interval. Is that fair, my 
Lord?” This point was debated in this Council and the justice of the case was 
fully pressed at the time by the Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, Babu Bhupen- 
dra Nath Basu, Mr. Apcar and others, and I find from the proceedings that the 
Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan yoted on the. pees ; sides 
But, my Lord, everything was washed away as there was a solid official phalans By 
that day even as there is today.‘ I do not want to take up more time, but q f 
would make a feryent appeal that this matter should be taken into the ca 
consideration of Government as there is a great feeling of diseontent in the 
city over it.” Beh 


The motion was then put and lost. 4S 
r payee) 


. LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 14. ies. od 
The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur also moved the following *. 


resolution :— 


* This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a committee, 
consisting of representatives of the Corporation of Calcutta. the: Calcutta’ 
Port Commissioners and the Calcutta Iniprovement Trust, and representa 
tives of other interests concerned, be appointed to report on the preset 
condition of the Port Commissioners’ lands in Qalentta Lyi rth 












the best advantage by structural or other alterations. 
He said ;:— Me 


_.* My Lord, in moving this resolution I hould like to give ‘i 
of the Port Trust lands north of the Howtek: ‘dee iy O give 8 teat 


improving the sanitary condition of such lands and for developing them t 
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ze ae largely by the municipality depositing for many years the sweepings 


oa When Strand Road was constructed some of the.prominent 

holders of Caleutta parted with their right over a considerable portion 

pe of the riverside land for purposes of: public utility, and the Government of 

a ousie stated that it was proposed ‘to keep the land between 

: 1d Koad and the river in such a condition as to be both ornamental and 
helpful tothe town and useful at once for the purposes of commeree and © 

recreation. The :design of the most noble the Governor of Bengal is that 

_ the land in question should be used permanently and exclusively for purposes 

of te a utility connected with the trade, traffic, health and the convenience 

unity in furtherance of which design, roads, ghats, wharfs and 

the: like might be made, but no elevated buildings were in contemplation.’ 


wh 


NL Sapo when, the Caleutta Port Trust were made Trustees for the first 
in connection with the property, then it was proposed that the land 
do ‘be utilized for the reduction of port dues. Sir Ashley Eden (then 


Eden) spoke as follows :— : 
* As to the proposition of making over the river bank for the relief of the 
port dues, he considered it a most selfish one... .... He confirmed what 


‘. fallen.from an Hon’ble Member regarding the interest of the original 
© pottadars and added ;—It was certain that neither Lord Dalhousie nor the 
8 in comprorhising all disputes ever intended the bank to be devoted. 
to the reduction of the port dues. If the bank belonged to the public, it 
belonged to the whole of the public i should be applied for their benejit.’ 
_ The representative of the Chamber of Commerce mgrecd with the contention 
_ that the river bank belongs to the entire community. 


For about 47 years, this property has been in the hands of the Port Trust, 
and what is its condition ? If your Excellency would pay a surprise visit 
you would be astonished to see that it is in an abominable condition and is a 

mt menace to the health of the city. It is a conglomeration of huts, 
’ -godowns,. etc., in insaritary and undrained condition, cattle are tethered in 
innumerable numbers on public roads and passes, and the whole area is kept 
in such a way that it is a source of perpetual nuisance to the city. 
- The pegeent He Health Officer (Dr.. Crake) District Health Officer in charge 
of the northern part of the city, reported that the state of afairs existing 























have been asking the Port Commissioners, as if on their knees—théy 
opty a powerful body—to effect improvements ; but every time a 
t is made, oe meet practically with a rebuff However, in 1909 
 f rence was between the representatives of the Corporation and 

> of the Port Commissioners. regarding the widening of Strand Banks. 
is just on the riverside and the Strand Road which starts from the 

sa rrison Road. The Conference was attended by Mr. Payne ; I was 
the members, and Sir Frederick Dumayne prepared a plan showing that 

le area would be admirably improved by providing a 70-feet roadway 
‘ith 40 feet side-roads and with a river bank road of 40 feety in .width , this 
uld have admirably opened out the area. I have got the extract from the | 
Frederick Dumayne ; it is this: a 75-feet road in the middle, 
@ western a Hides and 40 feet on the eastern side. ‘Then many of the _ 
ngs and huts would be removed; new buildings and even— 
d be ie yi and there. would be ample space for ventila- 
whole area voeld ke tin a tidy condition, We were enamoured 
ht that Sir Frederick Dumayne’s proposal would materialize. 
to materalize every day, but I do not know what has 
that when Sir Frederick Dumayne left this 
» boat. with him and was dro; ee into the ri 
ween Fis light acy, If your Excellency would 





} 


here was really scandalous. The Corpvration for the last 15 or 20 years © 


oy Lee wy 
Phbsle elie 


iat > U, 
floor and a. 
MEO “a es) babes 
y at all hours of t! 


Agere ieee Nene 


may think fit ¢ 
mide Ra 


Rang 


of al. OS 
id:— 





- ‘The "ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— 


* e rg ‘ ; ; ’ . ‘ 


Part IVA] THE CALGUTTA GAZETTE, JULY 30,1919. 1089 
. la Resolutions. ’ 
a4, i ¥ 


Rai RP. C. Pal Bahadur ; Mr. Gum ming. 


no. doubt. is correct in quoting the original idea with which such lands were 
transferred : they were for the purpose of public utility connected with the 


“trade, traffic, “health and convenience of the community.y I do. not think 


that the Port Commissioners at the present moment would be prepared to 
say that they have had a very definite policy in the past regarding such lands, 
but it is only right to realize the difficulties which beset their path. 

TA 1908 a scheme was prepared for the development of such lands, but at 
the time of the Port Facilities Committee in 1913 some portions of the scheme 
had to be revised or abandoned. ‘Then later on in 1913 some new factors ‘had 
come,into existence in which there are, to some extent, still uncertain quati- 
tities. There are two main facts regarding any general scheme for the 
improvement’of areas to the north of the Howrah Bridge which must be 
considéred. » First of all, there is the very important proposal about an inland 
harbour in ‘connection with the Grand Trunk Canal scheme; and, secondly 
there jis the question of a Delivery Depét in connection with the King 
George’s New"Docks. These and other difficulties which I might enumerate’ 
hve impressed the Port Commissioners and they realize that an entirely new 
scheme for the present moment would be difficult to prepare. 

Noy, the proposal made by the Hon’ble Mover has been anticipated to 
some extent. The Improvement Trust addressed the Government on the 
subject ang suggested that it would be better to: re-examine the whole 
question of this land, and if there were no scheme, to have one prepared ; and 
recently we saw inthe press that the Calcutta Municipality had formed a 
somewhat similar opinion, On receipt of this communication the first action 
of Government was to find exactly. the size and area of these lands and the 
terms under which they were held. Indeed I was prepared on behalf of 
Government to address the Commissioners on the subject just about the time 
the noticesof the Hon'ble Member’s resolution was received. The intention 
of Governmentyis still the same ; and it is to address the Port Commissioners 
asking them to prepare a comprehensive scheme as far as they can to remedy 
the Spending intrinsic defects; and, before they finally submit their 
proposals ‘Government to consult the COaleutta Corporation and the 
Improvement. Trust.. That obviously will meet to a very great exten the ¢ 
object which the Hon'ble Member has in view in asking that a joint’ com- 
mittee congisting of these three bodies proposed be formed. Moreover.it 
may tp the recollection of members of this Council that in answer toa 
question this morning an intimation was made of the intention of Governmetit 
to put on the statute book. at an early date legislation regarding ‘a Central 
Port Health Authority in Calcutta; and obviously such an authority, if 
created, would have something to say regarding these various areas. «These 
being the facts, my Lord, | submit that in view of the action which 
Goyernment have already determined to take and are proposing to take the 

osal in the Hon’ble Member’s resolution is, if | may say so, premature, , 
if not unnecessary. The Hon'ble Member will probably consider that the 
action which the Government will take will meet the objéct ‘which he has 
in view ‘more expeditiously. I would ask him to reconsider whether’ he 
would pursue the resolution or withdraw it.” ¥ 


7 


oJ 


“My Lord, I have listened to the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming’s reply and if I 
have followed him aright, he said that the Government had already addressed 


_ the Port, Commissioners on the subject.” 


“The Hon'ble Mr.sCumming said — 


oe 
‘ 


* “T beg thie Hon'ble Member's pardon. J did not‘say that ;I said that 


_ the Government were going to address. the Port Commissioners. Ki 
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The Hon'ble Rai Radha Gharan Pal Bahadur (contin ) said pee ma * TPS 
~™P now understand, my Lord, that the Govetnthent are ing. to ask 
Port Commissioners to submit their proposals for the impfove of this area 
in consultation with the Calcutta Corporation and the Improvement Trust. — 
ih cane 





If,1 wnderstand the Hon'ble Mr, Cumming correctly I think he saj - 
thing about the Central Port Health authority. However, what 1 understand 
generallyjis that my motion will be met to some extent, in an indrect way ; 
that,is to say. that Government will ask the Port Commissioners to prepare 
theif scheme in consultation with the Corporation and the iniproveme ._ My 
motion is that Government should appoint. a committee. Instead of doing 
that, as it would perhaps be rather like superseding the Port. Commissioners, 
Government ‘are doing it in an indirect way. . The, Port igSioners are 
not like the Burdwan or Chinsura Municipalities which can be superseded. I 
am glad to hear that Government are going to take some action in the matter. 
© However if the evils which I have brought to the-notice of x¢ellency 
are removed within a reasonable time I shall be quite content, Lord, I 
would like to have some assurance that this will be done expé@ditiously? 1 
ant to know what time the Port Commissioners will take in submitting their 
scheme in constltation with the Improvement Trust and the Corpération, and 
I shall be glad if Government will give us a hint that this will. be done within 
a reasonable time, otherwise the insanitary condition of the hern part of 
the town will continue to the great detriment of. the residents theré. With 
these observations, my Lord, I beg to withdraw my resolution.” : 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


i ‘i 
eg Adjournment. 
‘ : eo"—_R 
The Council was then adjourned to the next day Friday, the 4th July, 
1919, at 11 a. M., in Government House, Calcutta. ¢* 
, ‘ ia b 4 i 4 
e& 4° A. M. HUTCHISON,” *® 
ee ae + Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal and. 
* > ; .  Steretary to the Bengal Legislative Council ( Offp.). 
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hdedctuacy as more serious than was, apparent. thr 
Tivos sore fapts which poles vie looking into by a Commit 


I donot know whether these figures will be challenged : 
beon carefully compiled by a very capable.student of economics 
may be, the broad fact remains and cannot be gainsaid that pri 
of foodstufis are still extraordinarily high, and. it, is necessary 
what other steps ca be —s to sive ding Bese 
undoubted and which is much more acu inl peo} 1 favour 8 
in life perhaps realise. It is no comfort to be told that the present high p 
in India are part of a world wide economic movement. Tt may also_ ¢ 
tioned here that on a Sip £8 ealetilation based on Mr. Neogy’s f 
that during last year, excluding export and including import, th 

able only 8 chilaks of rice per head for the population. E 
rice, my Lord, is hardly adequate even fog one meal.a day. ‘Tak 
they are, I submit it is incambent upon GoYernment.to take all pos 

. to ensure that people have = to live upon at reasonable ra 
regard to their chronic poverty and the present purchasing power 
I refuse to believe that the problem is beyond the resources of G 
or that a satisfactory remedy cdnnot be found if Government and % 
tatives of the people confer together. Various suggestions have 

- made by different people. The Corporation of Caleutta have sugg: 
substantial reduction in the 'extra-provineial or maritime, eXports, a 
ments for concerted purchase for other Provinces, allotments of | 
for Bengal and reduction of freight on rice from Rurma In ‘this eo 

~ I may mention that I have just received a note from a big ric 
ihe city, Babu Amulyadhone Addy, He says that on the 15th 
Burma rice was selling at Rs. 7 in Calentta, Rs. 6-6 in Cawnpore and 
in Bombay. He asserts that the Director of Ciyil Supplies has fa 
making a fair distribution of rice. The Government of Tatin haye- 
that rice is only exported to foreign lands for the consumption of the | 
population abroad. But Mr. Addy points out that even this year 1 


a8 a remodial measure a prohibitive duty instead of the pres 
control. Mr, K. L. Datta, a renowned officer of the Finance Dep: 
retired, stated that in the most favourable years, considering the 1 
population, not more than 2 per cent. of the produce could safely. 
out of Iudia and that in unfavourable years not-a single grain cou 
of India without detriment tothe pupulation.. Iam not an expert, 
I may say this that the present toy ic is agitating the different 
community—edueated and uneddcated, rich and poor. For. 
that Government have already taken action on certain lines 
coer ogee = small eran at will bring out other 
problem is to render available a sufficient quantity of the main nec 
» life, r their distribution and cies for their ef 
either through official or voluntary agencies. To be 6 


_  reachos the heople for whose benefit it is in “The m 
ny affects the d . lives’ Kshs peels and a thorough © matter sion 
to | ing «1 


wants and difficulties is essen : 
Thi is chsontially a matter in which Govern: 
ier ould be in. an infinitely | etter p 






Ky Chisch ght the eis work of the souaniitiges for. which I move | 
be much larger, Governmont smay rest. assured that it will prota s at 
cusoful, the need np “ay a a Feminsaibtee i is no less:- 





































oy for the ‘net ‘c aie ra economic situation in the — 
been most serious, causing the greatest suffering to the le. 
had sent my resolution I find that representations have fe 
overnment from various public bodies, for instance, from the Calcutta 
Corporation, from the Darjeeling Tea Planters Associations asking Government 
~ to spa to reduce the price of rice. -Governmont have not been unmind- 
tions. Some communiques have been. issued . ‘by 
ernment to-ascortain the exact situation and also for the control of rice. - 
y believed by the people of this country that the present serious | 
uation has. ‘beens brought about by the seeming apathy on the part of 
rnment and-that efforts of Government have been, as ajated by the 
ishman, only spasmodic. 


I think Sir Henry Wheeler may- remember that I wanted to move 


rice of food-stuffs some time probably in December last and that: I-discussed 
1e question with him. Hoe. was pleased ‘to point out to me the inter-provin- _ 
i character of the question and he informed me that he would‘place my 
solution in the han‘ls of the Commissioner of Food-stuffs who was expected 
to come to Calcutta within the next few days. I therefore did not move 
resolution, I find however that in’ February last my hon'ble friend 
| Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved a resolution about the high 
» of food-stuff and cloth. In reply to that resolution Sir Henry Wheeler 
behalf of Government was pleased to reply as follows :— 


“The Government of India made it clear at the outact that in rospens 

ice Bengal would not be allowed to close down export-so as to keep 
able stocks within its borders, and while shortly afterwards first in the” 
ase of the United Provinces and the Punjab and.a little later in-the case 
all provinces, they allowed Local Governments to prohibit the export of 
-grains, other than wheat and rice, from their jurisdictins except 
cate, they definitely said that they would not allow the. powers 
ed to be so exercised as to apply an siwolies and uncontrolled 
upon all exports of food-stuffs, We were then told that subsequent 
26th January last the Government of India modified their policy in 
naterial respect, and, while leaving wheat, rice and grain to be regulated _ 
‘special Commissioner, withdrew the powers of local Governments to 

: of food-grains outside their provinces.’ 


fe ave. ot no doubt some ‘of the obstacles which stood in the 
ci 8s Government to interfere. with the export of rice . 
; doe India, But the next passage which I am 

ows, ‘the "glu of the Local Government in the matter. 


aWincl wae pleated tom ‘From 1911 prices rose steadily 
pert ari 1 lev . 1914 and 1915, rising even 
—— ‘December of the latter year. At the end of 
considera re iene fairly steady till the end Wf | 
and steadied on approximately the same level — 
1917: Then » have a ‘big: drop nearly, down to the 


Ose eae ee One oe Ae 
Ll fab t 1 ee: 
, Biro! Stee Terlia-aad wigs” 
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resolution asking Government to, take action to reduce the high 


up nt of 
to the level of 191 
i tip in 191 aun 19N6. for 
rT 4 10 rice isnow 
igo rom Bengal t 






















socsatal § in théir sidaren? | In the Punjab the price of. haat 
i a course of a-single day by notification in Apri last. 


tions were made in the course of the debate on‘ thia 
% eutta Corporation. I would add a few of my own for the 
of your ee 8 Dea ‘They are :— 


bse i from Rangoon teagan: to be reduced. - 

“Burma rice to be re by railways and steamers at. con- 
Ee > cession rates. jot 
7 ~ (6). Wholesale and retail price e Burma rice to be fixed. 5 

/ (6) Cheap grain stores to be. opened in towns and villages. r 

‘ i) i rice to be made” available at fixed prices—if necessary at 

ba wer than cost price at stores to be-opened at every thana and 

at the head-quarters of select rural co-operative societies and _ 

“= select union committees ; co-operation of municipalities, district 
and local boards to be secured for the purpose. 

fe (8). That the Director of Civil Supplies be assisted by a commitive of 

ee: _ gentlemen who are in the rice trade and one or two: officials, and 
it cs : ~ one or two independent non-official gentlemen. 


Phi high price of the staple food of. the country is ascribed by sont 
. “ws ite ure of crop last year in Bengal, but it is woll known that the failure 
y partial and was not of such a character that the people’ would have. 
; oe to.starve or would have been obliged to purchase at about Rs. 8 
+9 per mannd. © There have been larger failures to. our knowledge, but 
have never risen so high. The general impression is that if Govern- 
hadaken timely action there would nat have been this dire distress in” 
sland. In this country where a great deal depends upon the action of 
nment it is the general opinion that timely intervention on the patt of 
Lordship’s Government would have averted this eritical situation. The » 
which the Government intend to adopt to reduce the price of rice as 
‘om the com of the 16th Juno will not, we are afraid, apple 
on roperly. . I think it would serve no useful purpose if a lintited 
Burma rice: were only imported to Bengal. [Burma rice should be 
rted to Bengal so that it may compete freely with the rice in stock 
hands of the st inriee in this comtry. This and the measures 
sroposed by I have every reason to believe if carried out, 
: uce the price of rice, In this connection I have coneulted some | 
inflaontial | rice merchants of Calcutta. Let me quote from one of the 
| received: L by me on the Par ay ee — 
















ms of Bombay or ‘tt 
ese consignments were. und 

fact He be verified from railway 
ore eu Sagrcl ok ‘ 








_(b) Berar also drow fairly large quantity of boiled 
ses while a fairly large comaite Et r 
to that province. This province 
Gertificdtesiiel smh eer usin 
) Madras and Colombo drow largest quantity 

A io ~ still drawi thee parts phen 
and can be still inereased rather 
province like Bengal 
~ (d) Tea gardens and coal-fields should have 
‘ through Direetor of Ciyil Supplies, M« 
Chittagong for tea gardens and from € 


This mothod would liave relieved much pressuire 
- The Military priority ce ‘ificates have been pla: 
since the last 4 to.5 months in drawing boiled vi 
_ if properly investigated by a mixed commiss 
~ will reveal much. ‘he Military Department never requ 
priority certificates were granted to persons who Were nev ontr 
the Military Department. Places to which these goods were 
never had any Military Depét or a station. This traffic was ca 
benefit some body and made big inroads into. the boiled ri ‘stocks 
and the districts. ~ edits. al teeta at 
“To bring down prices in Caleutta and districts. Rese tt 
x (a) It is difficult to do much atthis stage, yet an offort 
“the following directions :—— ek ag eee x 
(a) To stop totally all despatches of boiled 
. =~ Sk Similar orders should 
ae istricts for. up-country despatches. 
: to be imported to Caleutta\to supply 






































. “hy? 


Fiee if it ean be imported, it 
_ lower the present prices. Bo 
el at controlled prices and 
/ . eontres ata small profit und 
Rangoon raw xice is sold on 









i dtsdéakont i in the seal fr whieh 
0 be exported withput’ any ¢ ig 


ft Tobe’ high price of cloth. Wo Bie 
this Council by my hon’ble friend, Maulvi 
appoint a committee be recommending to overnment to take 












it for the reduction of the acute dis- 
he high prices of cloth. That was in 
: ; ter your Lordship's Government. 
aks minittee sat and the Committee made 
m1 ions. 8 ey from: 
4 very time. he Government of India in their communique 
ae last, anne their intention of attempting the manu- 
ised. cloth for the assistance of the very poor, that a 
tee was appointed on the Ist. October 1918 and that Committee x: 
;700 licenses and that owing to this and other causes the market 
ard: told, hdwever, that since that time the attitude of your 
meut has. been one of watching the course of trade and of 
i ! “best: information as regards: the probabilities of the situation so ag 
: beable to decide from time to time whether or not to. take further action. 
: was no doubt a fall in the market but still the price of cloth rétnainod 
© than double the original price. But within a short time the prices 
e -vose though not tothe price of September 1918.. But as far as, we see no 
Ne homes has been made ito. introduce standardised cloth in tho market for the» 
poor, although the provinces of Bibar and Orissa, the Punjab and the 
Provinces. ave all undertaken to supply the same, 


The gouorality of the people of this province are as poor as av generality 

of the people of the other Province. Bengal is not-a manufacturing count, 
AY Bangalakshmi Mill cannot ‘supply the cloth required by even one singhe 
ivision of a district of this Province. Still nothing has been done. Is it 
‘ference to any vested interest? Reduction even by 4 annas for'a 
cloth toa poor man means a great deal'to him. It means the cost of 
_ which is one of his necessaries for at least a month. People naturally 
» discontentod When they sée the other provinces enjoy a benefit and 

t on account of thé action taken by their Government and your, Lordsh 

: it raid en? marie! watching the course of events. ~ W onda 
ardised _¢ el or by any other pésnible means t ths 
poy et by tlie Mnsses of the poople may be reduced it’ is 
mmont “to donsider. ta We can simply lay our tibet and 












































Nphaw: thers was an abnormal rise in the price of cloth 

porte all over the province. ‘The price of rice however 

-loss than it had been for the last two or three years, 

ith the-then state of things. But things have 

present moment, ‘There has been abnormal 

her foodstuff, whereas the price of cloth 

al high price. The pinch has been great. 

history of the country such an abnornal rise in 
e of life. ‘The people have become almost — 

own country, but we cannot get it. 
o aot away the samo without let or, 
t intervenbion in & fn active way.” 


the speech of the Hon'ble Sir Henry bg 


| A Serious state of things, but it was mote so 


core settlement been brought under cultivation 


tion and the poor raiyats from. 


din 

May be at fault, at any rato, the co-operative 
= AMY pas of te pin. Tat 
fe n gran v e 












































about taken. The object which made me give 1 
tion w draw the, ene your Excellence PaAdon mn 
- of affairs in the country caused by the seareity of food grai 
the price of other necessary commodities of life. 11 
situation is very grave all over the province, but T 
tion to the Burdwan Division and I have done so 
first place I can speak of the Burdwan Division Ba 
knowledge ; a in the gore ona wanted to b 
Excellency’ Government some peculiar circumsta 
_nate sligenitanoss under which we, the people ‘of Bard ran, suffer 


Your Exeellency is aware of the fact that practically since the 
largo tracts of arable lands in the Burdwan Division have bevii flood 
rivers Damoodar and Ajai and there have practically been no crops .c 
ofin that area. The area is sufficiently largo; it is about 250 squa 
on the wuuthorn portion and an equal area on the northern side. Sin 
however, steps have been taken by the Department of Public 
mitigate the bigsng of the mayen but wwamgiyttens rt ‘been « uece 

‘ful, Although we to get good crops from a. of these areas in't 

noar fugure yt elias have not yet “been foaled. ~T have beer aatgael 

the Molt ble Mr, Cumming, speaking on the financial resolutions, that the 
provision made by Government for the prevehtion of the flood of th 

“was such as to prevent any damage by anything less than super-ex 
Hoods ; and we earnestly hope and trust that such will be the case. 
Lord, the present circumstances are that a large portion of the agri: 
population have had no efops for nearly three or four years and the situation is 
therefore very grave and acute. Consequently I feel it, my duty to bring te 
the notice of your Excellency’s Council the. fact that when the permanen 
settlement was made in the Burdwan Division almost all the Bray seieeis 
arable lands in the Division were under cultivation ; and naturally the assess~_ 
mont of revenue was yery high ; dnd the zamindars in spite of the | u 
settlemont have hal no appreciable increment -of their. income 

ince the days. 
1e 


rentals. However, in other places, where lands have Se 8. of 
: zamindars are 
tting rents from their tenants for those lands for I 


nS pied 
which assessment, 
made at the time of the permanent settlement. For one 
zamindars in the Burdwan Division are as poor as the cultivaté 
not even so well off as they have to pay a large amount of rey 
- very little profit out of their lands, and are not ina positio 
tenants. So, the only help we can see atthe present moment. 
Government ; and I think, my Lord, that it will serve no purpose 
‘the Council by recapitulating all the various things hat have be 


p Peon previous speakers and the literature that has ay 
elsewhere on this question. What 1° would subm 
Council is that some steps inigt be taken to: 

© poor the present distros 
to the registration records, it will be foand that 
_ owned by-agriculturists are being transferred often to money-le 
- agriculturists find it cy peat ter to borr y or to 

id they ‘ oblig n 


grains on credit an { 
iy Sblo land and in. some cases even their homeste 


themselves and their families with food and ot! 





such circumstances to got the help of the 





3 “eh 
cogs had®some stock of rice and paddy ; and this was due 
one th ‘could not sell their paddy owing to the diffieul* 


mehow or other the transit of goods was made more easy, 
Caleutta went to the various centres of Burdwan and 


all their ‘stock they had in their: posfession’ being afraid that the 


stock of rice not only for ‘their own consumption for years 
vestige’ sale, are now praetically witlvout any victuals. Therefore it is 


18, my Lord, at the present moment, we have in the district of Burdwan a 
‘Disvait thetic and an.éxceptionally,able and experienced administrator as 
Oficer ; and if your Excellency's Government place sufficient-funds at 

she ‘will be able to afford help tothe people under his charge. Fortu- 
rately the game may be saidof the other District Officers in my division ; there 
very able and experienced District Officers in almost all the distriess of the 
one Division. [ would. therefore appeal to your Excellen¢y’s Govern- 
t that sufficient means may be placed at their disposal to relieve the 
istress of the people and that th the further transfer of agricultural holdings 
| homestead lands of agriculturists to money-lenders may be stopped, as that 
_ will materially affect the prosperity of the agricultural population. 1 do not 
ose yal measures are necessary and I cannot venture to make su Laer ; 

Saad eye sug tions have been made not onl; by the Hon'ble Rai Radha 
aGhernetal Be rand my friend to my right, the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath 
he various public bodies. and the press ; and your Excellency’s 
ale, will be in 4 position to decide what measures should be adopted. 
these words, I beg to support the resolution so far as it relates to the 
of “distress of the - “poor but» not. to institute an inquiry ‘into the 


~ 


Lond, in tie aia ‘of the Nad laa rejoicings and jubilation 
t-on the long-looked-for descent upon this earth of the Angel of 
ce the most, sanguinary conflict which the world has ever witnessed, 
o ‘which history can hardly furnish a parallel, it would, 1 fear, be out 
d painfully | ahosvdent were wo to jointhe chorus of "wail that rises 
Set end of this yast ‘Indian continent to the other by reason 
and want created by the not merely abnormal, but 


the. situation are.so stern and unrelenting that it is- s- 

nment to assume a lai 

sae and. merely sit and brood over the chronic. want and 

swith the impassiveness of a Buddhist idol. India has 

: ee a rather a pen to rE and famine. The 
yu ‘showers of od time, and, as its result, 






Pgule in or the spring crops: i 
. Ladioaiel ° nS oa famine let loose — 


Seas Of thig 
mins 


‘railway: But all of a sudden towards the- 


rice would go down: These agriculturists and jotedars, who general-\ 
‘sufficient 







































coe a “Inedhione portions of the Dundee Divigj which” “| 
the previous years’ and which had not- suff ‘om the 


h offered good prices for the rice; and the agriculturist, who 
( nee A pay off their rents and purchase other necessaries of 


‘that some relief should be brought: to their doors. Fortunately, for © 


rise. in prices of food grains and cloths—the two indispensible 
sof human existence. But the times are such, and — 


“faire attitude, and for the public - 
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-grains, which go up by leaps and bounds on these calamitous 
oe Sino their normal figures; and improved, facilities. of 3 
communication and the promptness with which+ relief measures are 
taken have in fecent years succeeded in considerably taking the, 
of the sufferings which such cataclysms bring im their train, 
though are. dearths, scarcities and eyen famines in India thanks: 
benevolent policy of Government,’ their. kaleidos pe aypenreant 
\ digappearance from, its horizon, because meteoric, ha _ ceased to h 
- }asting effect on its economic conditions. But the steady rise in the p 
of foodstuffs and cloths during the last decade, culminating in their present 
fabulous figures, has, while enriching a fortunate class of adventurous ca 
ists, brought the general mass of population to the brink of starvation and 
raggedness, nay, even nudity. During the first half of the thirteen years - 
from 1906 to 1919 the prices of commodities continued as follows :— | ; 
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Rs. A. P.> : ; 

Rice oT ie «. 4 0 O per maund ere 
Dal ee eve ab eB AL Updates vans? 
Flour a eve cues) Di CON Die seyret : 
Ghee, ove wo 40.0 0) mest 
Mustard oil se ow 15.0 0) 5 : i 

ig Coke 4 wie ot 0 ODS aan eis we 
Kerosine oil ove «. 0 1 6 per bottle mayen Ss 
Manchester cloth =... se OL 8 0 per pair REE Sa the, 


ae 
But after a little mord than the four most eventful years of the great War " 
the prices of those very articles stand as follows to-day iy SDD IDEN I 





















5 Re. A. P. , eee é 
Rice eles ies +» 9 0 O permaund, — FESS, 
Dal or pulses ase 0g, 13-78 eae Kae “ 
Flour as vomit sey 12... 0~-0 a "Es 
Salt ses ove ee OOD ) 
Ghee es on ae 86-0870 Ns 
Sugar = +s vee 9 22-0 70, a 
Milk Ores nee pics «Iie ans ts 
Mustard oil sae -. 40 0-0 ph 
Coke oes aoe - 010 0 i . tbe 
Kerosine oil oés = 03 Goper bottle, a 
Manchester cloth, coarse quality 5 0. 0 per pair. 


When we look upon this pictureand-on that what do we find? W. 

that the price of every common article of food and ¢lothing has, d 

~ the last five or six years, steadily increased till it has assumed prop 

eout of all keeping with the average earnings of a membér of the / 

class, not to say of the common artisan or the labouring classes gen 

* And even at those prices we are getting, in the language of the poet, 

~ and alum and plaster for bread. Ono cannot have prevision 

_ forecast’ the economic future of this country ; ‘neither can on 

__ blinded by pessimism as to despair of en See 1e 
"Successfully coping with the situation. tide in» 

80 steadily and so surely. ris -that fears are, not 1 

— entertained b: pees faith in hisma 
- that there is no authority potent enough to be sable to 
command ; ‘Thus far's thou go, and no ferthee : 


It is at this juncture, my Lord, that we'naturall 
P i Eau ‘ 1 " t . 
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: 1 umption, on the ground that if those classes buy and consume 
J r usual quantity of food, and content themselves with giving money, 
hey dono good. The country cannot be too grateful to Government for 
ending to adopt such glirect measures at the cost of the State as the 
importation of rice from Burma; -but rice is not the only article of food of 
- whieh the price has gone’ up beyond all reckoning. And the oly remedy 
‘i sma cond ep most trying circumstances lies in opening depts at District 
‘and Sub- ivisional head-quartets and in large towns forthe sale at moderate 
and controlled prices of the few articles of daily consumption. ‘This course 
has, we understand, been adopted in Bihar,and we trust your Excellency's 
Government will pursue a similar course, and lead the van in the humani- 
-tarian work of averting a dire catastrophe which stares the whole country in 
the face. No one but a visionary would dream of a return of the good old 
- days of Shaista Khan, when rice sold at eight maundsthe rupee. We can 
nevertheless expect to see the passing of .an ordinance prohibiting, for the 
nonce, the export of food grains and the production of artificial dearness by 
what is known as monopoly. 


eon Ds ati circumstances and at this grave crisis the Province looks up 
to your Excellency’s Government for such benevolent measures as may afford 
relief to the distressed millions committed to your charge: It is the world 
competition that has: been their ruin—world-competition and all that it stands 
for. Few and simjle are their wants—a handful of rice to appease their 

- hunger’and a strip of cloth to hide their nakedness. 


_... In, supporting the resolutions so opportunely moved by my friends, the 
Hon’blé Babu Surendra Nath Ray, and three other Hon’ble members, I beg 
respectfully to commend them for final-adoption to the sympathetic considera- 

__ tion of the Hon’ble members-of this Council.” P 


_ The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said :-— 


' ~My Lord, the distress prevailing in our country has already assumed 


such a widespread and acute character that prompt and bold action is - 


urgently necessary on the part of the authorities. Since the first alarm yas 
iven “by a scanty monsoon last year, we have witnessed a sorry spectacle 
of inaction in Bengal, except in certain areas where serious famine con- 
eee Dea iL The control of rice traffic is no doubt under the Government. ° 
of India, 'yet “it is difficult to say that the provincial Government have 
_ discharged their share of the responsibility with credit. . 


\ ~The first tangible sign*of activity was the attempt to take a census of 
_-. vice-stocks in Bengal in November last, which, jhough admitted to be dis- 
ing and defective, appears to have been sufficient for the purpose of 
ding the authorities that Bengal had surplus stocks of rice. As these 
s figures have not been published, we are not in a position to say how 
s conclusion was justified. But it is perhaps this optimism of the 
authorities that has led the Food-stuffs Commissioner to cago 
of rice in so large quantities from our province, with the result wo all 
_ Even in February last, the Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler ignored that 
ormous exports contributed in any way to the distress. He said, 

g that we can do will remedy the factors making for high prices,” 
rely, the failure of the crops due to a deficient monsoon ‘and the decrease 
© purchasing power gc Ho octane Hid blunder of ra authorities in _ 
hird anda potent factor, namely, large exports to foreign countries, 

0 se ae has at last been indirectly sdeniteat by the 

n export, after it is too late. chy ai 
Sey ya % 4 
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so, and have insisted upon ‘the richer classes diminishing their - 


' 


‘ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Irwin said — 


: 4, Railway could not take-over ‘more than’ 4,000. 


in Darjevling-werv crying oyt for supplies 





- the NesetiGn, and suggested for their consideration several 


Stations pears mer ling-Ki nj Branch Line 
apie Rallotays hiswtel self told 














































My Lord, “the non-official Indian members of th 
attempts to make your Lordship’s Government recognise 


general relief which have been tried with suecess elsewhere. 
authorities put forward very many excuses for their policy of d ni 
these suggestions with the usual disregard. In reply, : 
Government ewe to suggest to the Duals bein 
desirability of opening cheap grain stores, a } ) which i 
some other provinces and several Native States to relieve the 
And when later, | mayed a resolution in connection with the 
ment recommending that a certain sum should be. placed atthe: 
the Digtrict Boards and Municipalities for enabling them to open ch 
shops, I was told that it would lead to interference with trade, 
that the amount suggested. would be insufficient for the -purpos 
latter difficulty does not seem to have been altogether insurmon) 
Government could easily increase thé grant if so disposed. —__ 


_. My Lord, it is a pity that your Lordship’s Government should } 
estimated the gravity of the situation, and failed to appreciate the 
of the people committed to their care. Inv F last, a 
axhibited in this Council showing the course of prices daring the past 
for the purpose of -consoling, us with the t t that the prices o 
not at that time reached the level of 1913 or 1915... This proceedure 
lamentable want of acquaintance -with the cireumstances ofthe people v 
have been so seriously affected hy the long prevalence of war prices all 
_ The authorities ought to have known better than’ to institute any* 
between the circtmstances of ‘the people in 1918 or even 1915, 
of 1918-19. The phenomenal rise inthe price:of Cloth and other: 
has long exhausted tho resources of the’peoplé, and the: 
, foodstuffs is indeed the proverbial last straw. ~ 


My Lord, we must tender oar’ thank# to Governmien: 
communique whatever in may lead to. “But in-order that any. 
effective, they should be taken early, and in close co-operation: 
themselves, It is necessary that in such critical moments, the re) 


of the people should have a potent voice in determining.the cours 
to be followed. I therefore support the proposal for poik 





committee to go into the whdle question.” ‘ 


tia 


“My Lord, in connection with thie: contin 
have it-on onoin authority'that about two mo 
225,000 maunds: of rive consi to Bihar and 






of the Darjecling-Himal 


would take: from’ 60 to 60 days to move the w 
_of the rice was rottingand som actually gro 
re 
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ee 
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hws “Babu K. M. Chaudhwri: 
wb Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri sai — 


if fe “My Lord, Tdo not propose to Say anything about the export or import from 
side India, as I know that Government have beon doing all that can possi- 

yt e done. tye owing to the paucity of supply there has been great suffer- 
mongst: oan people for want of foodstuff is admitted on all hands. It is 
a demand and sup . and if the supply can be added by outside 
| Eon iaiporting rice from angoon, that can be done by all means, and 
ment. will see of course how far the export from India can be controlled. . 

are other difficulties within the province. I understand. statistics 
ig collected ‘as to what amount of supply there is in the country and 
ho tis ee can depend upon.it. We seé from the newspaper reports that in 
every district of Bengal the supply is. not. sufficient. One precautionary 
sure should be taken in regard to the capitalists—the rice-dealers and the 
y-lendors. ‘As in the case of jute, the jute-dealers-gained much and.as 

i inthe case of cloth the Marwaris made enormous profit, so in the case of 
_ rice the rice dealers and money-lenders are storing the paddy with a 
view to selling it-at a high’ price in the market and thereby making 
considerable profit. In my district, Rajshahi, which is a° paddy-growing 
‘district, this difioalty- j is felt ‘there, and I telegraphed to Govakanbut to 
take. immediate steps to control the-supply and I also approached the District 
trate on the subject. The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming was kind enough 

to wh a visit there recently and I also brought to his notice What could be 
ein that direction. In collecting the statistics great care should be taken 

ee how far the supply is available for genoral consumption and how far 

it Sia being stored by the capitalists—money-lenders. ‘The, cultivating class is 
entirely 1 in the hands of the money-lenders during the rainy season. I know. 
in my district paddy i is being sold to the eultivators at Rs. 5 a maund and 
tat that interest is being charged by the money-lenders at-25 per cent. and 

that when paddy will be harvested in December and January the money~ 
nders will realize tlie whole thing, @.e., the money value and the cultivators 
’ will have-to sell. the paddy, when it will be harvested, ata very cheap rate, 
a he result will be that they) will bave:to pay more than cent. per cent. for 
help they are now getting from the money-lenders. In fact for 
_ taking a maund of paddy they will have to, pay more than Rs, 6 
‘and perhaps at the harvest season for one maund of paddy they 
Sa aide pay nearly 3 maunds of paddy. I suggested to the Hon'ble 
that co-operative credit stores might be started and that loans 
Me be granted freely. It*has perhaps been brought to your Excellency’s 
notice that in Naogoan the Co-operative Credit system has been started under 

t patronage, and the middlemen and brokers have been done away 
oe ‘A store house has been bailt in every district, and ganja is being 

' supplied-direct. therefrom and by this considerable profit has accrued to the 
gy cultivators. We-see almost all the necessaries of life are very dear, and 
a Hs eeenee iahitho purchasing value of money has decreased. How that 
ani be. increased it is) for the’ Government to devise means. If- the 
pr value can be increased it can be done only by Govern- 
all we can do by private agency is to advise the 
‘co-operative credit societies and also the grant of agricultural 
loans. In the case of cloth and see things I think the 
t that has been done at Naogaon ngacan be easily done. 
‘supplying cloth to the market. ey the middlemen the mills 
couraged to send supplies direct to every district store house. 
‘may buy from there. So jute can be stored under ¢o- 
Saas it can be exported or supplied at a ph: Price 
ma y not suffer on account of the low price. On the one- 
y may be increased and on another the’ of 

ad. —— dealers are now connec : 
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‘Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag. 


and controlling re price. : side be side co-operativ societies § 
with the help of Government or they can raise - mongst them: 
or can hoes from Government or from othér Qo-operative or Central 
they can also purchase paddy ‘and rice and can sapply them at ce 
In my district when I first approached the Magistrate I was told that if 
wore any capitalist he could be helped in getting facilities for importing rice — 
from outside, and fortunately I secured the services. of a pitas ys Hleman — 
who offered to purchase ten thousand maunds of rice.and to sel it at cost 
price in the market and then I approached Government to help him in” 
securing paddy from outside but unfortunately nothing has yet been aE: 
I think much can be done if the cultivators can be supplied, 
money under the co-operative credit system and | believe by this means they — 
will be relieved to a great extent from the highhanded dealings of the money-— 
lenders. I am grateful to Government for the State help in Rajshahi on 
account of the flood, but something should be done for, at least three or four - 
~ months till the aus paddy grows during whieh the cultivating classes will be 
obliged to borrow money at high interest. If the market can be controlled _ 
as suggested I think much relief ean be given. Of course I am not in favour > 
of an inquiry by a committee. J think a conference may be held in which ~ 
~ the matter may be discussed and means devised as to how possibly help can 
be rendered to the sufferers, In that way a committee can render some 
help, but immediate action is necessary. Within twoor three months Abe om 
paddy will grow and I think the cultivators will be much relieved of their 
distress if something is done immediately. With these remarks I sangre 
the resolution.” Miners Pee aR... Eee 


x ‘ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said :-— — a . yoo 


“My Lord, after all that has been said it is hardly necessary for me to — 
take up the time of the Council by any lengthy remarks of miné, but having ~ 
given notice of a similar resolution 1 feel that I otght fo saya few words 
just to associate myself with what has fallen from my hon’ble friends as ~ 
regards the necessity and the extreme urgeney of devising some measures to — 
afford relief to the people in the distressed areas. My Lord, I will content. 
myself with making only afew brief remarks. It is quite conceivable that 
cultivators as a class, having very litile resisting power, would fall a ready — 

- Vietim to famine or be subject to dire distress in case crops fail or for some _ 
reason or other. I do not know, but this is my information, that itis not 
merely the cultivators but also the poorer middle class people who hate Der ‘ 
very hard hit during the present distress. A little consideration anda ~ 
rough calculation will give members of this Council an idea of the distress — 
that has been prevailing amongst the middle class people of this Presidency. 
Having regard to the fact that it is not merely rice but also other necessaries 
of life that have gone upin price, it can be easily calculated that it requires at: 
least Rs. $ or Rs. 10 a month for an individual to keep body and soul together. 
Let us take the case of a family consisting of one man, his wife and two 
children, The figures works up to.Rs. 40 a month in order that this family 
should live just from hand to mouth. Add. to this the medical charges, - 
the prices of cloth and other necessaries which are very high, and it ‘would 
be quite clear that the earning member of the family must have ani 
of at least Rs. 50 a month in order to be able to. get. on 80 
ping quay a month is an income which very'few people in this Pre: 
can be said to possess. - Therefore one can conceive of the distressful condi 
that these people have been reduced to with the high prices’ that: 
raging not merely of rice but “of otber necessaries of life too. ‘Ther 
been autheritic eases reported in which it is said that the heeds of £ 
feoling the distress and unable to provide cient means for theit 
have corimitted suicide. ‘There are six such cases reported in the js 


Sanjibani of the 26th June last over the signatare of 
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_ Secretary of the Ramkrishna Mission from the district of Bakarganj in a 
place called Bharakati about 14 miles from the district headquarters and from 
» One or two villages round about and within a radius of three miles from the 
’. Brahmanbaria subdivision of the Tippera district. There can be no doubt 
_ that these cases are authentic cases and | have'reasons’to believe that these 
eases are not very rare. It must therefore be-admitted on all hands that the 
‘situation is certainly a very-grave one and valls for some immediate ‘help in 
order that relief may be granted to thd people. The only question to be 
“considered is one of ways and means. My resolution suggests tliat exports 
- should'be controlled and that greater facility should be given. to imports, | 
and I also suggested that Government might take,such other steps as may be 
thought froper. My hon’ble friend, the Hon”ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, 
has suggested the formation of acommittee. I did not myself think that a com- 
~ mittee should be formod. | am’ rather inclined to think that something should 
be done immediately and that deliberations of committees only entail delay. 
~ But if a committee be formed fcr taking immediate steps I would not object 
to the formation of a committee in view of the fact that the deliberation 
of the committee might enable us to co-ordinate the’ different points of 
- view. Before [ sit down I wish to say just a few words by way of an 
appeal to the Hon'ble Member who: is in charge of the department. There 
is a well-known Sanskrit proverb that Kings sée with their ears. That 
is to say that Kings do not generally sée things with their eyes but depend 
- onthe report of others. If those who are interested would soe with, their 
own eyes the distress which is prevailing, no speech would be necessary on 
** the part of the non-official members to convince the authorities that some- 
thing should be done immediately. Every day is precious. We do not know, 
bat there may be hundreds dying. or at the point of death even at the 
present moment. [| was told the other day of the case of a Hindu widow who 
~ would not certainly go out of her house to beg for alms. She was suffering 
from various diseasés -brought up by insufficiency of food and she was 
actually without food for three days. At the.end-of that time she was given 
two seers of rico but there was no body. to cook for her. Some kindly persons 
- came to cook for her and gave her a little to eat. After taking a morsel or 
so she became unconscious and it was with great difficulty that she regained 
_ consciousness after a full day. This is what is happening, and although I 
_ know that this problem is of an extremely complicated character involving. 
world problems and our rélation® with other countries, I cannot believe that 
' the ingenuity of the British Government cannot find a solution however 
difficult it may be. If Your Excellency will pardon me J consider it 
_ something of a disgrace to the British administration that famine condition 
should be almost normal in a land which is otherwise-so bountifully supplied 
- by nature. We know that just a century ago rice used to sell at 8 maunds 
‘per rupee. Even during the time of the much maligned Serajudoulla rice 
used to sell at 6 maunds per rupee. Now 150 years later, rice is selling’ at the. 
_ rate of Rs. 10% maund. ‘There is no doubt that the population has increased 
- but along with that it must be remembered that many waste lands have been 
| “brought under cultivation. There can be no doubt that there are greater 
- facilities for exports and imports too, But there must be some cause 
| which is to be found owt and which really accounts for this extra- 
_ ordinary rise in prices. The price has risen sixty times and it cannot be 
| explained by saying that the population has increased. The problem is one 
br: which demands. immediate solution and the most earnest consideration and 
| beg that the Hon'ble member will take this matter into immediate considera- 
tion and afford relief to the famine-striken population.” 
Hon'ble Rai Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur said:— = 
> et sean apis a : } ; 
an afraid I cannot contribute mach to the discussion. But I may | 
it the, outset that I do not agree witht the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
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Bahadur that Government.should be pleased to appoint a committee toe AS 
sider the situation. Committees would be of not much use at this moment. 
Governn.ent cannot do much at headquarters, it has got to depend on its 
District. Officers, and I believe they are trying to do their best. ‘After rall we | 
must remember that the local Government has not much power to deal with 
the situation, Questions of fiseal policy and of export and import and of —— 
currency have to be dealt with by the Imperial Government at Simla, All _ 
that this Government can do. is to inform the Supreme Government that _ 
the situation is such as may lead to something dire if itis not remedied now 
and it can only suggest some.measures to alleviate the distress by stopping, 
for instance, the export of food grains and of cloth and cotton, Seme of us_ 
were born at a time when the theories of Cobden and of Bright had swayed — 
the field and we were brought up in the economical theories of those days — 
—ecvonomical theories. which were preached to the world by John Stuart. Mill — 
—and I well remember that the Government of Bengal in 1865 failed in its 
duty by sticking to these theories. The people of certain parts of Orissa and — 
Bicanore died like flies and I also remember that in the year 1884 the _ 
then Lieutenant-Governor of the province, Sir George Campbell, warned — 
the Supreme Government that unless the~export of rice was stopped, the - 
Bihar famine could not be stopped... Sir George Campbell was somewhat in _ 
advance of his time and the Viceroy of the day, Lord Northbrook, a thorough 
free trader, would not listen to the proposal. He took measures and =~ 
succeeded in alleviating the famine to an extent that not a single person — 
was allowed to die of starvation. But this. he was able to do after an™ 
expenditure of public money to avery enormous extent. Stories aré told ~ 
that shiploads of rice used to come up the river Hooghly, from Burma to — 
Jaleutta and shiploads of rice to go down the river Hooghly to foreign 
countries because of the theories of the Supreme Government -that we should — 
nut interfere with free trade. I believe, My Lord, that the course of events» *) 
in the world has Jed the people in England to revise their theories and “we. 
in this ccuntry, L-mean the people of this country, who have always been — 
conservative in their ideas have found. at least in some cases support. 
from the Government, and it was much to be+ wished that the Government 
should push its ‘ideas for the interference of free trade in preventing _ 
export, for sdme period of the necessaries of life in order to protect its 
own people. We have been told in the communiqué of the Government 
issued in the middle of June. by. the Supreme Goyernment that the — 
export of rice is being allowed .to countries where there are Indians who ~ 
require rice for their subsistence, But I was not aware of the fact, as was 
stated to-day by the Hon'ble Mr, Surendra Nath Ray, that for that reason —— 
rice is being exported to Egypt and Sweden. I can. well imagine that there — 
may be a dozen or so Indian Mahomedans in Egypt, but | was trying to find 
out whether there are any Indians in Sweden. Lrecollect, however, that 
Mr. Har Dyal whe has abandoned India and who is now issuing pamphlets — 
and letters from Stockholm, requires rice for his sustenance. -But t ( 
Government. is under no. obligation to export rice to Sweden for his health 
and comfort, There may be other reasons for sending rice to Sweden and if 
that country requires rice for commercial purposes such.as the preparation of 
starch or the manufacture of spirits, 1 think these operations might be stopped 
_ for some time, and we might put some.obstruction in its way. Ido not thin! 
that our international relations will be disturbed if we stop the export of ric 
to Sweden. We might look with an indulgent eye if. the Indian G oa ernment 
placed an embargo on the export of vino to Egypt.) Ot Fi wey nee 


.. Then, as regards. export: of rice to. other eountric 
18 presumptuous on my part to say—and 1 a0" 


_ studied the subject thoronghly—but sa “we 
_ quire rico ‘for our own ‘subsistence, ve ante Ge mney 
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Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


an Gatragoons thing for the people of the neighbouring countries to say that 
for that food for our own subsistence and we must have it even if 


» you.have to deny, it for yourselves? I do not think we should be ‘doing a 


very outrageous thing if we stopped the exp rt, We have not reached that 

condition of life which would make us obliged to undergo that amount of 
Sacrifice and help our neighbouring countries. It may be that there are 
people of our kith and kin there, but they must look to the resources of the 
“country where-they have chosen to go. . : 


- As regards cloth I am sorry, My Lord, that I have not for the nioment 
the .figures,-but they could be gathered from the last publication of the 
Government on the trade of India. I remember to have seen the figures, 
and | think the figures for 1917-18 showed that if we could only stop~ the 
export of cotton and cotton fabrics and if the port of Bombay were shut out’ 
against Japan, China and Africa, the situation would be eased ‘in no time. 
Our relation with China and Japan is very friendly, but that is no 


ft eason—and I also know that Japan-by her exports to this country during 





the time of war has helped us a great deal—why we should approaci the 
point of midity by exporting cotton and cotton fabries to these countries. 
Indian cotton goes to Japan for manafacturing purposes, comes back here 
and is sold in the Calcutta market. That is a state of things which should 
not be encouraged and a very large proportion of mill products of Bombay 

~ goto Chia and Japan. If that is stopped, all the milk producis will come 
to Bengal and it will ease the situation to some extent.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chanira Mitra Bahadur said :-— 


“ My Lord, I beg to associate myself withthe observations of the previous 

8 ers. The rise of the price of rice, cloth and other necessaries of life is 

jthe subject of anxious thought by all who live in Bengal. I brought it to the 
notice of Your Excellency’s Council and moved a resolution on the subject at 

a meeting of the Council*held on the 19th February last, so I shall avoid 

répetition now. On that occasion Sir Henry Wheeler's reply was a lengthy 

one relating to the burning economical question of the day. My Lord, what is 

to be done now. Every body looks to Your Excellency's Government for help 

and intervention. At the present moment there is a cause of apprehension 

of actual scarcity, not to speak of famine ifthe prices of foodstuffs are 
allowed to increase so rapidly. What is the solution of the problem regarding 


_ the sufferings of the poor, specially the persons on small fixed income? Your 


Excellency’s Government can find out the remedy if the responsible members 
of Your Excellency’s Council are determined to take effective steps out of gen- 

. uiness thy for the people. It will be interesting to quote a few lines from 
the District Gazetteor of Hooghly published by the Government of Bengal. 
The table below will give sufficient indication of the rise in the prices of food 
grains, the prices being shown in seers per rupee :— 


sore Avorage of years. (Ocha 7 Wheat, Gram. 

ai : , seers, seers. seers. 
aap 1s 1768-1818 (21 ae Abe 40-00 50-50 S050 
eM SET ae eC re f 
hs seepger0t 5 ys ck 2088 21-86 17-14 
oe a eae i are) vee 16°94 14-64 18°74 
< ve 1440 15°89 15:43 

ae «sae 16°59 15°57. 18:37 © 

¢ wee 14:86 13-95 17°16 

an Sia we) 1L86 ~ 12-95 15:03 

a ces 10°95 1097 12°59 

rr oh 19°98 10°34 12°64 ~ 

ey we «7:40 8°50 9-46 







Resolutions. 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: 


These figures show that during the last half century prices have been _ 
enhanced isee- fold. If further proof be needed of the change: which has st 
taken place, it will be sufficient to mention that after the famine of 1866, in | 
which thé average price of rice for the year rose to 12°86 seers per rupee; the ; 
Uolleetor reported that if the price of ordinary rice were to rise ns high as 
13. seers per rupee soon after the winter harvest, 1 should be ‘considered — gd 
as a warning of approaching famine; and in his opinion, Government relief 
operations would become necessary when the price of inferior rice. Toso 
beyond 12 seers a rupee. During 1906 and 1907, howéver the average price 
of common rice was less than 7 or 7$ seers per rupee without any relief 
measures being deemed necessary. <i 


Such interesting account may be found in every District Gazetteer of | 
Bengal. Now, rice of coarse quality is selling 5 to 6 seers per rupee in almost 
all the districts of Bengal. ‘ 


From the Estimates of Area and Yield of the Prinicipal Crops in India, — 
published by the Director of Statistics to the Governmant of India, I find 
that in Bengal as well as India area under cultivation for rice and yield of 
rice have been increasing since 1914-15. It is an admitted fact. that export 
is responsible for the shortage of food-grains in Bengal. This fact was - 

. proved by Sir George Campbell, the popular Lieutenant-Governor. of Bengal, 
when famine broke out in Bengal and Bihar in 1873 and 1874, and - when 
average price of rice was 11°82—28"55 seers per rupee. 


Immediate steps should be taken by Your Excellency’s Government —_ 

* for establishing shops for. the sale oftrice and other food-grains, in .everya) — 
village or group of villages under the supervision of. President of the 
Panchayet, members of the District or Local Boards, Cirele Officers, 
Deputy Collectors and the Collector of the distriet at a cheaper price. The 
District Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers: should be authorised by-- 
Your’ Excellency’s Government to take over at an early date all stocks in 
possession of dealers who are suspected of hoarding food-grains and selling © 
them ata prohibitive price. My Lord, there are other suggestions which have _ 
been made to this Council. Every one whois present here in this Council 
will have the candour to admit that the situation is very acute. My sub- 
mission is that there ought to be co-operation between the people and 
the officials of Government. The people ought to approach, the officials. 
and submit their schemes in order to give mmediate effective steps to — 
relieve.the distress which is prevailing here. ino. 


_My Lord, 1 submit that there ought to be concrete propositions. in 
~ which we can deal with this very im»ortant question in issue before the — 
Jouncil. If the suggestions of non-official members of Council are acc 
by the Hon'ble Executing Member of Your Excellencys Council, I bel: vey) 
we can be of some use to the agriculturists’ and middle class people. . ‘hen. 

1 was coming to the Council Chamber, I was beseeched by a large number — 
of people to represent to Your Excellency that the situation is very grave in 
the mofussil. I am perfectly aware of the distress and [ am sure Your 
Excellency’s. Government is “also aware of the fact. The question is” 
what practical effective steps should immediately be taken for the purpose 

of alleviating the distress. That beingso, the question, as the Hon’ le Maulvi 
Fazl-ul-Haq has stated, can be solved by the British statesmanship and British 
ingenuity. Myearnest appeal is that something ought to be done to re ieve the 

present distress. - } este SEE: 


On various previous occasions, I represented. to the Council, about 
Searvity of cloth. I wish] could give Your Bache a ovo be 30-F 
distress prevailing in the country. With these woeda,.b:-bagsta- ne 3 
ot np peaee ig eer err 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said :— 5 


» “Your Excellency. it is no easy task to portray in proper perspective the 
lights and shades of this complicated problem ; and therefore T must crave the 
indulgence of the Council while | sketch at some length the main factors in the 
problem, and indicate the direction in which, and the exterit to. which, a - 
solution is possible. ‘There is, | am afraid, some ignorance, and if I may say 
so, ulso some prejudice on the subject. Almost all the Hon'ble Members 
_who have spoken to-day have practically forgotten that the British Empire 
has been involved in a colossal war. It is:a problem, because the rise in the 
price of foodstuffs and the necessaries of life generally has been the subject 
of serious solicitude on the part of the Provincial Governments in India and 
ofthe Imperial Government; and further it is complicated, because ‘there are - 
so many factors, some fairly obvious, some not so obvious, some .almost, 
intangible, which govern the problem. . 


. > At the outset, | should like to say that Government are far from insensi- 
ble, as has been suggested in certain quarters—though the Hon'ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur was anxious not to associate himself with the sentiment— 
tothe serious effect which this great rise in the price of the main staple, namely, 
rice in this province has had on the poorer classes generally and on those 
of the middle classes on small fixed incomes. Indeed, I should like to take 
this opportunity of expressing, on behalf of the Government of Bengal, an 
appreciation of the patience and philosophy with which this serious 
invasion in the domestic economy of the people has been faced. , 


In the second ‘place, I should like to premise that Government fully 
realise the importance which members of this Council assign to the necessity 
~ of appealing to Government to do everything-possible to alleviate preventible 
suffering ; and to-day no fewer than four ‘resolutions have been tabled for 
the purpose of the discussion of measures for that end. The remarks of my 
Hon'ble colleague, Sir Hetiry Wheeler, at the discussion in February last have 
already been repeated and I need not recapitulate them. Sutlice it to say that 
after the discussion in February last in this Council there has undoubtedly 
been a further increase, both sudden and serious, which cannot but result in 
hardship all over the province. The mean provincial rate has become higher 
than at any time during the war. ‘There was also a public discussion in the 
Caleutta Corporation, with which Hon’ble members are fully acquainted, 
and asthe result. of which the Bengal Government were requested to address 
the Government of India on. the difficulties of the present situation as 
regards the price of rice and other foodstuffs-and to suggest the need of 
taking measures whereby the existing prices might be .reduced by such 
means as’ might be devised: under the circumstances. Before, however, 
_ receipt of this resolution» of the Corporation, the Government of Bengal had 
already taken action for the purpose of representing the position in this 
province and for the purpose of obtaining some amelioration by the reductions 
im exports and by the inerease in imports, which by the way forms the 
subject. matter of the fourth of these resolutions. Tho Government of India, 
‘I am glad to say, met the Bengal Government in this: matter, as was 
ublicly stated in a communiqué which was issued on the 14th June, It so 
inant that shortly before that, the Government of India had issued 
another communiqué regarding another subject, namely, the export of grains 
~ from India generally to foreign countries : and there was a discussion in the Press 
not only on these two communiqués but on the reply of the Bengal Government 
to the Corporation. Possibly there has-been some misapprehension in the 
‘minds of the public as to the exact purport of these various announcements. 
- These four resolutions refer to rice and other necessaries of. life and to 
cloth; but the most important element is the increase in the price of rice. 
Tt is the question of the day. I shall confine my remarks therefore to this 
ject. ‘There is too t a tendency to consider the problem as a purely 
problem. I shalt Texplain, to the best of my ability, the variousfactors 
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which govern the situation. There are no fewer than three main categories: 
first, universal, that is to say, world-wide factors ; secondly, all-India factors ; — 
and thirdly, provincial or Bengal factors. : ' 
First of all, we may consider universal factors. I fully-agree with’ 
the Hon'ble Mover of the resolution that it is no consolation to tell the’ 
ople who have to pay more for their food that there are such; but ~ 
it would be foolish to ignore them. It was emphasised by Sir Henry. Wheeler 
in February last that increase in price was not solely a provincial matter, 
nor even an all-India question. ‘'This.was also emphasised in reply to a ques- 
tion at the meeting of the 27th March 1919. It wes then said that many 
factors were involved, including supplies; monsoon and labour conditions, 
freight and tonnage. Now these factors, were obviously more than locat 
and concerned the world generally. It requires more time than I have at 
my disposal to deal adequately with all possible world-wide causes; but 
there are two which are obvious and outside the control of this Government. | 
There is in the first place the amount of shipping available in the world ; and 
secondly, the existence of credit currency throughout the world. +As regards 
the former, the tonnage of the British Empire is one-fifth less than it was 
at the outbreak of war ; while much of it is still absorbed in purposes connected 
with the war and foreign to the ordinary course of trade in which it would 
be otherwise engaged. As regards the latter, a leading professor of political. 
economy has stated publicly that the cause-of the general and rapid rise of 
prices is the imménse creation of credit currency in all the principal countries 
sof the world through the measures taken to finance the war, now happily at 
anend. It may be shortly stated that the paper*currency of all the belli- 
gerent countries has been increased nearly six-fold, and has been principe) 
pally employed to pay for articles of.an unproductive nature. —Here, in. indie 
as calculated by the professor, the increase in the circulation of curreney 
notes has been 135 per cent.; and the increase in the number of rupees in ecir- . 
culation has been 33 per cent. and if the two be taken together, the total 
circulation in India has increased by 53 per cent. India has been in a peculiar 
position during this great war. India became the cheapest source for many 
. raw materials, while imports fell off for various obvious reasons, and the 
result was an enormous balance of trade in favour of India. In order to meet 
this enormous increase, recourse had to be had to a similar , enormous 
expansion of paper currency. Here then we have in the inflation of currency 
a worldwide cause for the increase of prices, affecting the whole of India with 
the rest of the world. I place on the table a comparative statement showing _ 
the rise of prices of foodstuffs in all the important countries in the world. ~ 


Statement of percentages of rise in the prices of articles of 
food in different countries. 





Countries, = Percentage rise since July, 1914.~ 
Sweden Fides seat ... 234 (February, — 1919). 
Norway ane a4 --» 175 (December, 1918), 4 
Vienna SF Ls ... 173 (August, 1917). 
Portugal (Lisbon) ... ays .» 151 (May, 1918). 
Italy (Rome) om ‘4 ... 149 (November, 1918)... 
France (Paris) ry a + 148 (Jantary, 1919)... 
Switzerland (since June, 1914) > 0189 (March, ..- 1919)... 
Berlin ; ooo eles Pa «+. 111 (November, 1916)... 
United Kingdom ... ie ... 107 (1st May, 4919)...“ 

re Holland sa 2 ... 103 (December, _ 1918). 
Denmark <6 nie . 86 (January, ~ 1919). — 
Canada sa pe .. 81 (February, 919), "* 
United States 8 cat .. 69 (February, } 
New Zealand ars eas «. 45 (January, 

South Africa (Cape 'lown): 2... ~ ... 42 (November, 1918) 

Australia (Commonwealth) ... .. 35°(December, 1918). 

India (unweighted) as +» 57 (End of April, 1919), 
} Seen o 
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he Mr. Cumming. * 4 
I am. indebted for this to the courtesy of the Director of Statistics 
' with the Government of India. This I leave to.Hon’ble members to study for 
themselves. ‘The rise in India is the least in the world with the exception 
of South Africa and Australasia, while the rise of prices of food in Great 
Britain has been nearly double that in India. These are two very significant 
facts to be deduced from these figures. It is not my province on the present 
-  oecasion to deal with the suggestions=that have been made to correct the 

_ situation, whether in the nature of export duties or alteration of the rate of 
exchange. All I wish to maintain before this Council is that there are very 

_ serious limitations to the power of the Local Government in dealing with 
causes acting outside its borders. 


-. Turning now to the second category of factors, viz., the all-India factors, 
we find that they centre round the monsoon conditions of the last two or three 
ears, It is known that there was an extensive and premature cessation of 
last monsoon in September last ; and the rice crop of India and Burma was 
consequently 34 pér cent. less than that of the previous year, while in addition 
- to that there was a failure of other food crops. * We find that five districts in 
the United Provinces, four districts in the Bombay Presidency, two districts 

in the Central Provinces, one district in the Madras Presidency and one- in 
Bengal are under regular famine relief; while in many other districts 
throughout India in which scarcity conditions prevail, assistance is being 

»- given of various kinds. In areas in which there is only one winter crop, no 
relief can be expected until next cold weather ; while in the other districts 
in which a spring or autumn crop is reaped, the alleviation will not be such as 

. to bring about instant relief. Let,us hope that through Providence there 

~ will be a good monsoon this year. In our own province, the prospects of the 
ilies ov autumn paddy crop argon the whole fair. There are however tracts 
in India in: which, but for outside assistance from other provinces more fortu- 
mately situated, the people would starve ; for it is not only a matter of giving 
the people .money wherewithal to purchase food, but it is also necessary to 
provide food for them to purchase. We have on the western edge of Bengal, 
the province of. Bihar and Orissa, in which the failure of the winter: crop was 
very much more severe than in Bengal ; the crop was only half of the previous 
year; and, unless the people of Bihar receive foodstuffs from without, their 
position will be critical. On the other side, we have Assam ; and the Assam 
Administration has recently proposed to make a working arrangement with this 
nment regarding the conditions under which supplies from Assam may 

_- enter Bengal. That province is also in a difficult situation, though its prices are 
lower than in Bengal ; and it is relevant to note, when the suggestion 1s offered, 
_ that Bengal ghould refuse to export to other provinces, that Assam too is ap-. 
prehensive as to the quantities of paddy which Bengal is taking from it. Again, 
"rice is not the only food-grain, and for other food-grains Bengal is largely 
dependent on outside;namely, from the up-country districts. If Bengal were to 


1 


o 


be permitted to adopt the policy of the absolute prohibition of export outside 
~-1ité limits, it is obvious that. other provinces would speedily seck to retaliate. 
| Suppose we stopped the export of rice to Bombay, Bombay might easily refuse 
» to give us-any cotton. What would Hon'ble Members then say ? 


Tn November last year, an attempt was ‘made to obtain an approximation 
of the extent to which the different provinces of India were deficit or surplus 
|_. provinces, From that examination, one factor stood forth that, not withstand- 
/< ang the bad harvest of 1918-19,-Bengal and Burma would have to be considered 
' ~ .ag surplus provinces. Hon'ble. Members of Council are aware that a Food- 

stuffs ¢ issioner for all-India. was appointed in October last year. . His 






sontrol covers wheat, rice and gram. His representatives are the Directors of 
ivil Supplies inallthe provinces.. As stated in the recent communiqué of the 
agal Government, the general. principle. which is. being adopted is that 
a8 of rice are being directed from. the provinces. in which stocks are 
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still available to those provinces in which, but for outside help, actual shortage 
of food is feared. This, therefore, must be remembered that the problem of 
food and of prices is an all-India problem which must be dealt with, if -at all, 
by means of contral control. It should not be overlooked that even as regards 

rices, generally speaking, Bengal is not so badly offas Bihar, the United 
Bayinese, the Central Provinces or Bombay, that is to say, the price in the 
dearest district in Bengal is still lass than that in the dearest district in 
any of these four provinces. J 


Another consideration in connection with all-India factors is the amount of 
Indian foolstuffs exported out of the whole country. It is not true, “as is 
alleged, that there has been a recent increase, On that point, the actual facts as 
recently staied by the’ Government of India—though the Hon'ble Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray refuses to accept this statement—may be repeated, namely, 
that since December last all exports of food supplies are prohibited except 
under license, and then only in respect of shipment to certain countries . with 
a considerable Indian population which in the past have depended on India as 
the nearest source of supply: I shall deal with the matter of exports in greater 
detail when discussing local, that is to say, Bengal factors, which I shall now ° 
procved to do. Moreover, the absolute total shows a great decrease : in April 
1919 the total export was one-fifth of that in April 1918. 


In the case of Bengal, it should be re-emphasised that the world-wide and 
all-India factors still holl good; but there are obviously other factors of 
local importance. ‘lhe first is regarding the actual monsoon conditions of thie 
last two years. In 1917, the monsoon yas favourable and it resulted in one 
of the finest rice crops in Bengal on record. This has been of inestimable »_ 
advantage in compensating for the failure of the’ following year. ‘The cheap © 
rice of 1917 was of great’ assistance to the poorer classes who live on their 
earnings ; but obviously it was of corresponding disadvantage to the agri- 
culturists who received less money for their producea Then followed 1918, 
when,.as 1 have stated, Bengal participated in the precipitate failure of the 
monsoon. The final forecast of the rice crop of 1918-19 was 72 per cent. that is 
to say hardly three-fourths of the normal crop, and at the nearest approximation 
may be taken as 19 crores of maunds.. In November 1918 orders were issued 
to ascertain by means of a census what was the stock of rice-available in the 
province, including unhusked paddy which was converted* into rice at the 
rate of 624 per cent. That census gave Government some niaterial; but as it 
was the first of its kid, difficulties were encountered and some of the district, 
estimates were patently incorrect. They showed for instance’ in one district 
that it had not enough for a week's consumption ; and, as that, district is, not 
yet starving, there was an obviously something wrong somewhere, either on 
the part of the dealers who furnished the information or in the> subsequent 
collation’ of the figures. A further census was ordered at the end of May 
last to be taken on the 15th June. The figures are at present under serutiny ; 
_ but as far as they have been examined they give reasonable gicundattok 
holding that there is not yet a provincial shortage in Bengal. Now, it is 

not true, as has been asserted, that in Bengal in normal years there is a 
deficit. There is a considerable, though not a very great, surplus in'normal 
years. ; Hie esi 


Further local factors are exports from and imports into the provinee. . 
Now the Bengal Government have by means of a continuous close ‘survey over 
all the relevant features of a constantly changing situation kept the Goyern- 
mont of India regularly informed ; but have recognised that the Government 
of India were in a much better position to judge of the respective needs of — 
_ all the provinces than the local Governments. When-thé time seemed ripé, a 
representation was made to the Government of India regarding the allotments 
for exports of rice from Bengal, both to other provinces jn India and overseas | 
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and regarding the imports from Burma. As a result of this’ representation, 
- the Government of India have reviewed the situation and have materially 
_ decreased the monthly allotment made for exports of rice by rail to other 
provinces. An allotment of Burma rice was made to Bongal wid Calcutta, 
’ while arrangements were’ made for the import of rice from Akyab in Burma 
- to Chittagong in Eastern Bengal for the use of Eastern Bengal and Assam. 
The general effect of the control of supplies has been the stabilising of 
prices; and, indeed, the Bengal Government have always realised that 
there was a better chance of stabilisation if there’ was a suflicient fluidity 
in the movement of stocks whether inside or outside the province. ‘The 
advent of the monsoon, the census of stocks and. the recent reductions in 
exports have tended to check the rise in prices. In this week's crop report, 
Hon'ble Members will find it stated that the average price of common rice is 
now showing a slight tondency to fall. At the same time, one must never lose 
sight of the fact that supplies alone are not the ultimate cause of the prices 
_now prevailing, although obviously they are a factor of great importance. 


Before passing on from this head and dealing with other measures of 

relief Within the province that have been either adopted or suggested, [ 

_ should like to controvert certain allegations that have been made as tothe 
prevailing factors. First of all, it has been alleged that the rice crop in 
* Barma this year was a bumper one. This unfortunately is not true. Far 
from it being a bumper crop, the average outturn of the whole province was 
88 per cent. of the normal, as against 95 per cent. in the previous year; and 
the surplus available for export was less than 2 million tons of clean rice. 
This is the surplus for which the greater part of India has been clamouring. 


The next allegation is that there has been an improper diversion from 
Bengal of rice to foreign countries by sea. It is true that there has been an 
. inerease in export by sea to Madras since January last, but this has been to 
feed Indian fellow subjects in another province. _ As this was sea-export, it 
was not covered by the eames issued regarding railway transport. These 
unlicensed exports by sea are however being brought under control. But, as 
regards exports to other countries overseas, the most important. recipient is 
‘Ceylon, which usually obtains its rice from the southern districts of Madras ; 
but at present that Presidency is not in a position to supply its own require- 
ments, still less to meet those of others. Even in Ceylon, notwithstanding , 
this assistaifce, the shortage of rice is creating an anxious situation. After 
‘that, the exports from Bengal are to colonies of Indians in Natal, Mauritius, 
the Red Sea and the West. Indies ; the volume of these exports has been 
~ carefully rationed ; and. the grand total in 1918-19 was less than half of what 
the normal annual export to such foreign countries was before the war. It is 
not trae, 4s has been alleged, that Bengal is improporly diverting*its food- 
stuffs for purposes other than human consumption. I mention this because 
there have been several assertions to the contrary, and indeed there has 
been a ridiculous rumour in the Mymensingh district that 6 crores of maunds 
of rice haye been sent to Europe for the manufacture of alcohol. 


_ A further allegation has been made that no Burma rice has been allowed 
to be consumed in Bengal, It is not quite clear what inference is sought to 
be drawn frora this allegation. It is not unreasonable to imagine that the 
_ innuendo is that Bengal is being unfairly treated. Now, it is quite correct 
“that there are imports of rice from Rangoon into Calcutta which are reserved 
- for other provinces. These allotments have, however, been made after care- 
Hy) eeiomtics neds eit incorrect to allege wr oe rice 
has come into Be or purely Bengal consumption. On the contrary, 
there has been a steady increase in imports from Akyab into Chittagong. 
_ The total in Febraary was double that of January ; in April three-fold that 
~ of January and in May fourteen-fold that of January. The question of 






, 







mai Bei Sees. 


scasideratiod: 


There aro other ‘Nivchiias which havé Gigs made which, if I tad: tin 
I should be glad to refute ; but let it suffice on the present ‘occasion $0; 2 
with these three instances of inaccuracy. ‘s 5 Ya 


Let us now consider, in view of these factors, universal, all-India haat 
local, what Government should endeavour to do to maintain prices so far — 
as these are governed by sup)ly. It is the accepted duty of Government to. 
protect the people within the limit of their capacity. In India, there i is not 
only an acceptance of official control but a desire for the same. If that be » 
conceded, then what policy should Government adopt ? There are_practically 
only two ‘alternatives—one alternative is to allow one province to starvé an 
another province to continue in tolerable comfort ; and the other alternative. 
is to make the best use of the food available for the greatest good of the © 
groatest number. However some people may write or think about stopping — 
all exports from Bengal, I do not believe that.any person who is:aware of the — 
facts and has examined them with any sense of responsibility would hesitate 
for a moment between the two alternatives. It ix the second alternative 
which the Government of Bengal have deliberately adopted, and the Be 
Government have, as far as possible, while safeguarding the ancoroaly of . t 
province, been loyal to the poli¢y of the Supreme Government. 


There are however certain devices which have been peated in 
addition to an equitable division of the supplies available. The lich 
is mentioned first of all by some advisers is the fixation of prices for the 
different kinds of rice. It sounds so easy, and yet it is so supremely difficult 
to enforce, unless the source of supply is also subject to control. Now, this 
is the case in the matter of Burma rice imported into Calcutta under license. 
The supply is subject to control and sneh rice can only be sold subject to 
certain maximum wholesale rates ; otherwise, the importers will not be 
allowed to get ships to bring the rice here ; and steps have also been taken to” 
regularise the retail rates. In this manner, one of the proposals about the — 
control of Burma rice made this morning has been met. On the other hand, 
the case of Bengal rice is. entirely different ; chiefly because it is really 
impracticable to control the source of supply. Indeed, I may say that, 
whatever success may have been achieved elsewhere in all areas with 
specific articles of food, both the Local Government, and _ the Government of - 
India are. satisfied that, the fixing of prices for all kinds of food stuffs in 


Bongal, even if resort «were: had to. the rules under the Dekpuien che leatin 
Act, is not: practical polities. : "| 


Another device (and it js a ‘measure of self-help which a Houal— 
Government welcome, just. as the Bombay Government have done lately, and 
would gladly see extended up to the limit to which Government obtain an 
- allotment of Burma rice for Ben - is one which has been pers in ao. 
provinces, namely, that local bodies, such as District Boards and Mt yi 
“should obtain supplies of | the-cheaper Burma rice, and. therdby eB 
be sold in what are known as ‘cheap grain shops. Tho Director di 
Supplies hay been in consultation with the District Clears 


requirements of different bodies. ‘So far only a few local he have as 
be supplied with comparatively: ‘small amounts. im 


of urthermore, i in the city of Calcutta, this snethod bas been 
the © orporation ; and six shops for the of Burma tice pe 
~ Atth. Tones, The daily sales-bave averaged. the 
72 maunds ; but it must ‘be noted that allithe -¢ 

the ‘merchants le ee ce profit, fais oy 
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The Darjecling Planters: have acted co-operatively and obtained, on 
behalf of their large immigrant coolie population, an allotment from the Direc- 
_ tor of Civil Supplies of Burma rice. The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin did not draw 
"the attention of the Counéil +o this fact. But, as regards the incident to 
_ which he did draw attention, it isa matter under the jurisdiction of the Bihar 
_. and Orissa Government which deals with the district of Purneah where 
this incident took placé. The Collector of Bankura, where famine has been 
declared, procured an allotment for his district. [t is urged that Burma rice 
should sfill be freely imported into Bengal. It is, howeyer, a significant fact 
that, when there is, as there is at present, a considerable supply of Burma rice 
in Calcutta, no one in Bengal is prepared to take it up in any appreciable 
quantity because the demand is so weak. The reason why Bengal rice-eaters 
have an objection to consuming Burma rice is known better to the Indian 
members of this Council than-to one who is not an Indian by race. 


The Foodstuffs Commissioner, at the special request of this Government, 
has been endeavouring to meet a point which was raised this morning, namely, 
to prevent the artificial inflation of the price of Bengal rice through unneces- 
sary competition amongst upcountry buyers from other provinces. 


y Then, as regards the question of freight from Rangoon, about which 
comments have been made in the Press, there have been already two reduc- 
tions since the freight was first fixed, the last being an equivalent of 2 annas 

on the cost price landed in Bengal ; and indeed the Rangoon- 

‘ eights compare very favourably with the rates at present prevailing 

__ thr ughout the world. 


Finally, in order to meet to some extent the increased cost of living, 
Government have increased the emoluments of the lower-paid among its own 
servants ; both in the case of menials, and, as stated in a communiqué issued 
hag the last fow days, in the case of Government servants of the lower 
ranks, 


These, then, are various forms of action which have been taken, or. are 
_being taken, to check-the rise in the price of rice and to alleviate distress. 


The present position appears to be that there is still a supply of rice in 
~ Bengal swfficient to carry on until the next harvest, even after giving reason- 
‘able support to theless favoured provinces. Moreover, the high prices are 
‘not altogether an unmixed evil; for some portion of the increase has been 
Seaatied by the agriculturists ; and later reports show that the agriculturists 
~ are alive to this advantage in disposing of their stocks at their appreciated 

prices. That being so, I would ask the people not to give way to panic; but, 

on the other hand, it stands to reason that Government. will not. tolerate in 

Special circumstances like the present anything like deliberate holding up of 

supplies for the purpose of cornering the market ; and the officers of Govern- 

+ ment will not hesitate to take action if such instances are disclosed. Both in 

the eity of Bombay and in certain districts of Bihar and Orissa, powers have 
been taken under Ordinance IX of 1914 to seize stocks. 


~  Thave left to the last the suggestion of the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
-. Babadur that a Committeo of officials and non-officials be appointed to consider 
_. the remedial measures already taken or in contemplation by Government,. and 
: 2 ie aebaigg what further steps, if any, should be taken to alleviate the present 
distress. T notice with surprise that only one Hon’ble Member wholeheart- 
y supported this motion. The Hon'ble mover no doubt thinks that his 
| would allay public feeling in the matter. I can say personally that 

ays dbcehaitle to any member of the public in this matter and 







red to disguss matters and receive suggestions. But I venture to 
st_to the Hon'ble Member that as long as the present organisation under 
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the Foodstuffs Commissioner exists, it isnot possible to act otherwise than 
through those officers who are his representatives in the provinces, namely, — 
the Directors of Civil Supplies. That being so, I also suggest tothe Members 
of the Council that there is little that a committee of the nature proposed 
could ascertain in the way of facts beyond the salient facts which T have 
endeavoured to describe. As regards policy, it is, as I have stated, a matter for 
the Imperial Government ; but 1 also say deliberately that the local Director 
of Civil Suppliés -is, in his capacity as executant of that policy, at present in 


close touch with the importing and distributing agencies of the trade: 


This, My Lord, is the attitude of Government. They are not insensible 
to the sufferings of their lieges, and appreciate the seriousness of the situation. 
They are not omnipotent, but they have taken and will continue to take such 
action as lies within the power of a ‘provincial Government to deal with the 
situation, so many of the ingredients of which aré entirely beyond their control. 
In the circumstances, Government are not prepared to accept the first resolu- 
tion; but on the definite understanding that the action of Government is 
limited by the various extra-provincial factors which I have endeavoured to 
narrate and also by the execution ofthe policy of the Government of India 
the Local Government will accept the second, third and fourth resolutions,  — 


My Lord, I have finished. I apologise for having taken 8o much time of 
this Council, but the fact that no fewer than four resolutions were the subject 


of reply is my excuse.” ; 
(‘The Council was at this stage adjourned for lunch. | 
(The Council re-assembled after lunch.] 


The. Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :— 


=< 


ea 
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“T am much obliged to the Hon'ble Member for his giving so much 
valuable information on the subject, “That the subject is agitating the public 
mind is evidenced from the fact. that a number of resolutions on the same 
question appear in the agenda paper and therefore the reply that har been > 
given to'us and the information that has been supplied to us will be-very 


interesting to the public at large. 


I will confine myself to the resolution which I have moved. 
I do not know whether I have made myself perfectly clear. I rec 


Government are in their own way doing everything that they possibly could 


do under the circumstances, but there is an impression abroad and 


My Lord, — 
iso that 


it is con- , 


firmed by the observations made here by some of the Members of the Council 
that more might be done in this direction and that the various suggestions 
which are made by the outside publig from time to time should be more fully 


considered by Government. My object in moving for an advisory 


committee 


is not to hamper the Government or to restrict their action in any way, but as 
1 said to establish a sort of common ground where the public ey meet the 


Government and exchange their yiews on the subject. It will 


purely an 


advisory committee and if the suggestion seems to be practitable I think the - 
Government may very well consider whether it harmonises with the principle 
laid down by the Government of India and, if necessary, to address the Govern- 


ment of India on the subject for the modification.of their instructions. It is_ 
with this view that my resolution has+been moved. The Hon'ble Member has 


said that he is always accessible and that anybody may approach him and 
speak to him on the subject. Wo all know that the Government from the — 
vernor downwards is accessible to. the publi¢, but that is not the point. 


What I want is that Government should discuss this subject with 
“sentatives of the public. Discussion by an individual officer with an 


member of the public is quite a different thing. Various suggestions have been — 
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~ made by the various members of the Council, but I venture to think that it 
will shorten discussion if we have a éort of a committee appointed to discuss 
the whole matter with Government. Otherwise I am afraid that other sugges- 
tions will be made in other meetings of Council and the discussion will never 
cease, Whereas if a committee is appointed the work will be much better 
dones and the various suggestions could be considered. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Cumming has referred to several points to one or two of which I 
shallymake a reference. It has been stated that we are better off here than 
‘the people in the other parts of the world and that we are importing rice from 
“another province, namely, Burma. At a Corporation debate it was stated that 
the freight from Burnia is still very high and it can conveniently be reduced. 
Tf this is done, rice will be sold at a much cheaper rate than it is sold 
now. Moreover it is not understood why Burma rice should be selling some- 
where between Rs, 6-8 and Rs. 7 in Calcutta whereas it is selling at Rs. 5-11 
in Bombay. There is another- point in regard to this which I should like to 
mention and which has already been mentioned in Capital. At present 
the entire carrying business from Rangoon to India tas “done "by the British 
India Steam Navigation Company. No other company is allowed to do the 
carrying exéept the Nippon Yussen Kaisha which 1s 80 allowed because it 
has connection with the British India Steam Navigation Company. This 
Company alone should not-be allowed to make good war losses at the expense 
of the Indian poor. If other companies were allowed it woul perhaps have 
the effect of lowering the frieght and with it the price of rice. I have been 
‘specially. asked by a mercantile gentleman of Bombay to draw the attention of 
the Gouncil tait. Something should be done in regard to it. I quite recognise 
the force of the point that 1f we stop exports the other provinces might also 
follow suit. That is not of course the policy which has hithérto been followed. 
When Madras wanted rice we gave them and when Beffgal wanted rice Burma 
supplied. What I mean is this—why export rice to places where there até no 
Indian population and where it is not wanted for the purpose of food. Why 
send rice to Sweden where there is no colony of Indians? Why export rice to 
other places where it is used for the manufacture of alcohol, etc. ? Govern- 
ment are in possession of more facts than we are, and it is for this purpose that 
we want an informal discussion in a committee. There is a growing volume 
of public opinion about the matter and that is why I thave suggested the 
formation of an advisory committee, which is not, I may say, my own sugges- 
tion, but a suggestion made by a European member in the Corporation;” 


Resolution No. 15 was then put and lost. 


The following three resolutions standing in the names of the Hon'ble 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray, the Hon'ble Maulvyi Abul Kasem and the Hon’ble 
Manulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq, respectively, were’ then put and agreed to :— 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that early steps 
be taken by the Government for the reduction of the high prices of rice and 
other necessary articles of fool, and also of cloth, in Bengal.” 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that in view of the 
fact that there is a scarcity of food grains in the Burdwan division and that 


~ the prices of foodstuffs and other necessary commodities of life have risen 


abnormally high, steps be taken for the relief of the distress of the people, 


: - particularly of the poorer classes in rural areas.” 


0. RE 


& _imprts o by such other means as may appear to the Government to. be fit 


_.. This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that measures be- 


_ taken at once by the Government to bring down the prices of rice and other 
ies of life to normal rates, either by controlling exports or facilitating 


proper. * 
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Reidbatiois. 
Babu 8. N. . Ray 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 19. 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved the following resolution :— 


Gps 

“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the Govern- — 
ment be pleased to take up the question of the improvement of the pay and - 
prospects and -terms and conditions of service of the Subordinate Civil 
(Executive) Service in Bengal as early as may be practicable.” 


He said :— 


’“Tam certain nobody knows better than the Government of the good 
work officiently done by the members of the Subordinate Civil Service 
inasmuch as these public.servants work direct under what I may term thie 
executive Government of the country. Formerly the members of this. service 
were generally recruited from those who were not suecessful in securing a- 
place among those.who” were successful. in the competitive examination for 
the Provincial Exeeutive-Service. For some time past, however, the matter 
of reeruitment for the service has quite changed and we now have the same 
sort,of test for both the seryices, only those who are in a position to canvass 
hard can enter the Provin¢ial Executive Services whereas those who are not ~ 
in a position to dp so have to rest satisfied with appointment in the Sub- 
ordinate Civil Service. It not unfrequently happens that better qualified men 
are nominated by Government for the Subordinate Civil Service. 


I noed hardly say that in education, social position and other qualifica- 
tions they are now not inferior fo those who are fortunate enough to be 
nominated for the othgr service. Formerly the test before and after appoint- 
ment was not the same. Now they have to undergo the same examination 
before and after appointment and have to perform almost the same work 
whether as Judicial or as Revenue officers. I know a sub-deputy collector 
as land acquisition deputy’ collector had to do the same work as a deputy — 
collector on a pay of Rs. 700 or 800. I need hardly say that the distinction 
between the two services is at the present moment only as regards their pay - 
and prospects. “A sub-deputy collector reaches his first grade of Rs. 2504 
ordinarily in 15 or 16 years at least, that is, when he passes his 40th year 
and is considered note legible for‘promotion. The age limit bars the way to 
further promotion. Even when he is promoted to the Provincial Service his 
prospects do not generally appreciably improve, the pay of the 1st grade 
sub-deputy collectors being Rs. 250, the pay of the last grade of deputy 
collectors is Rs. 250. A first grade sub-deputy collector when he is — 
appointed in the Provincial Service. becomes a probationary deputy. collector 
and is put at the bottom of the list of probationary officers. It takes a good — 
long time for him to rise to the grade of Rs. 300. There are very few who 
can hope to rise to the grade of Rs. 400. cease Star oes 


_ As a result of keeping the two services separate Government have been 
obliged to take recourse to certain anomalous procedure. ‘lake for instance; - 
a sub-deputy collector is liable to be dismissed even without any formal 
judicial or departmental enquiry. A sub-deputy collector is even not a gaze rege 
officer. This fact affects a sub-deputy collector in regard to his travelling, 
halting and other allowances as well as his leave and pension. But he has 







all the same to perform all the duties of a gazetted officer. cr Ee 1 | 
; I need hardly say and it ia:n well known fact cai Ea bad e 
collectors is quite inadequate, A police inspector begins RimyPigeriacs of ? 


Rs. 150, an excise inspector on Rs. 125... They get special: rate -of 
allowance, wh these hard worked cllicess tiie eicoudicenied have to 
with a pay of Rs. 100. - Sabai seas eye 
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a fas ia Maulvi Abul Kasem. 





This unnecessary for me to quote atdength the large number of opinions 
_ #iven on this service by some of the distinguished members of the Indian 
_ Civil Service. -The Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson stated before the Public Services 
| - Commission: ‘ The class of meneavho enters the Subordinate Service differs 
very little from the Provincial Service recruits.’ Sir William Duke said ‘1 
admit the officers xppoinied in recent years have very often heen of much the 

- #ame class as’those who entered the Provincial Service.’ 


s 4 . . ae i d 5 ¥ 
~~ The Public Services Commission did not eonsider the Subordinate Service 


- asit was not within the scope of their enquiry. They however recommended 
- that. members ‘ of services recruited from the ordinary graduate class’ should 
start on an initial pay of Rs. 250 which in 15 years would rise to Rs. 450 by 
triennial increments of Rs. 40 after. which it would rise to Rs. 500 by a 
triennial increment..of Rs. 50 beyond which there would be selection grades 
and this is'the words of one of the members of the Commission ‘should be 
regulated as the minimum which shall be granted’. In the Report on the 
“Indian Constitutional Reforms we find the following recommendation :— 


by “Again a‘ number of grades do not now receive provincial status 
‘although their officers are recruited on uniform qualifications forthe whole 
‘province and may be liable for service in any part of the province. From 
' this point of view, such classes as the naib tahsildar (the same as sub-deputy 
collectors), the sub-assistant surgeon, and the like, may be conveniently 

' “placed ad hoc in the provincial division. ; 


. I understand recently a representation has been submitted to Your 
Lordship’s Government by some sub-deputy collectors. I need hardly say 
that the representation will be duly considered on its merits. For my part ° 
1 think it is time tliat the Provincial Executive Service and the Subordinate 
Executive Service should be amalgamated. ‘I'he Government should at toast 

“generously consider the position of these worthy officers whose claims are in ~ 

_ no way inferior to the higher public servants, Wlgen they perform the same 
duties as those who enjoy higher emoluments it is but just, reasonable and 
proper.that the Government should as regards pay-and prospects treat them 

+ with the same even hand it has always distinguished tho British Government 
in their treatment of those who serve the public cause with heart and soul.” 


‘The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— 


“My Lord, Iam sorry that I cannot support the resolution which hase 
) a emer thogahel by my friend the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, not 
s ause Ido not sympathise with the sub-deputy collectors who are a set 

‘of ghard-worked officers ; but the reason why I oppose this resolution is that 
the time is not opportune to consider the question of the pay and prospects 
of the Subordinate Service individually as a class only, because great 

_ administrative changes are imminent and the question of the pay and prospects 
of the various services will be considered. There are other classes of public 
' gervants of the same category as ‘the sub-deputy collectors, I mean the 
“excise inspectors and other subordinate officers’ of Government. If any 
_ class of public servants require any amelioration in their condition, in my 


ry 
| 
fi 


f 
ne 


mble opinion it is the ministerial officers of the Collectors’ and Magistrates’ 
and of the District Courts in the mofussil, who are so ill paid that 
find it extremely difficult to make their both ends meet. When the 
hole matter of public services will be considered as a general question, it 
ni pera saney se aceshe question of-the pay and “prospeets of sub-deputy 
sectors should be taken up separately. I agree however with the hon’ble 

* that, as the sub-deputy collectors do the same class of work as deputy ~~ 
ors, tlieve should be only one class of officers, but as long as they 
Subordinate Service their case should be taken. up together with 

; Bax a ; 
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that of other services. In tay. humble opinion, however, the ease. of the 
ministerial officers should be taken up behice the case of the etapa see : 
Service is taken up.’ : 


> es 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri =e — 


“My Lord, I do not understand why this resolution is opposed ‘by my 
friend, the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasom. It is a very anomalous thing iat e 
although these officers are made to do the same kind of work, there should be 
any distinction between the two services. The lowness of pay has a very 
_ demoralising effect upon the service. The sub-deputy collectors on Rs. 100 
have to maintain the dignity of a hakiém ; and it can be easily imagined that 
it ix an utter impossibility. In point of education, social status, and depart- 
mental examination, there is no distinction ; but distinction is only in the 
pay and prospects. They begin on Rs. 100 and rise up to Rs. 250 ; and that 
18 very inadequate in view of the fact that they are made to do the same 
kind of work as the deputy collectors who begin with an initial pay of” 
Rs, 250, It is urged by my friend the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, that the 
distinction should be abolished and that there should be the same seale of 
pay and the same prospects ; but as long as they are in the Subordinate 
Service their cage should not be considered separately. 1 fail to understand 
the sequence of their observation, But I heartily support the resoliehay a 
urge that the question should be taken up as early as possible. 
submit that before the Public Services Commission, several members rth thie 
Indian Civil Service urged that there should not be any distinction bet weeny 
the two services and that there should be the same kind of pay and prospects 
for the Subordinate and Provincial Services as a whole, That is a very 
, reasonable view, and when the case of other services, or rather the case of 
persons for whdm there is’not so much urgency is conidered, I do not 86e 
any reason. why the case of these hard-working officers should not be taken 
up as carly as possible. With these observations, I join in supporting this 
resolution.” rt The 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, I beg to support this resolution, At the last Dacca session, 
the matter was the subject-matter of discussion ; and I do not like to trouble 
the Council by repeating the arguments which I ‘then advanced: «In educa- 
tional qualifications and in responsibility, the sub-deputy collectors are of 
the same Status as thee Deputy Collectors and I cannot persuade myself 
as to why there, should be any. difference between these two classes. My 
humble submission to the Council is that the Provincial Service nse he 
Subordinate Services should be amalgamated:into one.’ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Kerr said :— 


““My Lord, all that this resolution asks us todo is to take up, as early 
as may be practicable, the question of the improvement of the asi and sp 
moe and terms and conditions of service of the Subordinate 

' That Government is quite prepared to undertake to do ; and, indeed, as = ‘shall 
show, quite apart from this resolution, action of this kind "will in any, case 
be forced, upon: us at an early date. 1 should have been very ein ts 
afternoon if | could sit down after merely undertaking to accept, the resolu- 
tion on behalf of Government, but in the course of the discussion — 

‘and in the representations which have been. referred to in this di te 
certain claims have been put forward .on behalf of the Subordinate Civil , 
Service. I might call them extravagant. claims ; at any rate, they eat ie 

which Government could not accept without suliiesion i abe: 
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Mr, Kerr. 


give tise to false hopes, if I passed these claims by without saying anything 
about them, and I will, therefore, give as briefly as posible, a history of the 
‘seryice and an account of the functions which it is called upon to perform. 


The Subordinate Civil Service was created in 1873 in order to perform 
revenue. and executive work which had previously been done expensively and 
not always efficiently by temporary Saeblichoente Its members were to be 
employed mainly on out-door duties in the interior of the districts as executive 
agents to help District and Subdivisional Officers in administering the various 
departments under their charge. It was laid down that they should only be 

~ vested sparingly with magisterial powers. In‘1892, nearly 20 years later in 
Sir Charles Elliot’s time, the position was reconsidered. It was found that, 
owing to force of circumstances and the exigencies of the administration, it had 
been necessary to vest these officers with minor magisterial powers, that is 
the powets of Magistrates of the second and third class, and it was decided 
that it was good poliéy to utilise these officers on magisterial work of this 
kind. It was decided that they should constitute a class similar in powers 
and responsibility to deputy collectors but inferior in dignity. Then, in 
1902, when a reorganisation of the service took place, a further statement 
was made. It was said that in subdivisions sub-deputy collectors were 
wanted to.relieve the Subdivisional Officers of treasury and office routine, 
petty cases and local enquiries. They'had come to. be regarded to’ a great 
‘extent as second officers in subdivisions, and their employment in # heavy sub- 
division did much to stave off the necessity of stationing there a second 
officer of the superior service. These remarks are still true to-day except. for 
someSslight development: in the matter of magisterial powers which has taken 
place during the last 8 or 9 years. In 1911, Government decided to vest a 
limited number of sub-deputiy collectors with first class powers, who from their 
standing and ability were likely to be promoted within two or three years to 
the rank of deputy collectors. In 1916. owing to the absence on war service 
,of.a number of the members of the Indian Civil Service and also of the Pro- 
vincial Service, Government agreed to relax these restrigtions temporarily, 
and vested a limited number of sub-deputy collectors with first class powers, 
who, had exercised second class powers for some time and had shown them- 
selves thoroughly fit for higher powers. This isa very brief and condensed 
- account of the history. of the service, but it serves to explain the nature of 
the duties on which Government decided to employ these officers and on 
which they are still employed. I have only to add that in the early days of 
the service, sub-deputy collectors like deputy collectors, were recriited mainly 
hy competitive examination, In 1905, this examination was abolished, and 
the possession of an University degree wag made an indispensable qualifica- 
tion for both services. Since 1892 sub-deputy collectors have had to pass 
the same departmental examination as the deputy eollectors. It must, there- 
fore, be admitted that the claim made to-day and elsewhere that these 
officers are very much of the same class, and are drawn from the same rank 
of society and possess the same ‘educational qualifications as deputy collec- 
tors, has some force. ‘I‘he other claim, however, that these officers are 
employed on similar duties cannot be accepted without very ‘considerable, 
qualification. Even if it could, there is one general consideration which must 
not be overlooked. We have to look to the practical aspect of the case. It 
does not seem to me that-the fact that we éan get for the Subordinate Service 
officers of the same rank; of the samo social standing and possessing the same 
educational qualifications as deputy collectors can be accepted as a conclusive 


: argument for levelling up the lower service to the same standard of pay and 


a view of 


‘prospects as the higher. It might equally well be argued that the pay of the 


% 


"Superior service is unnecessarily high ; and from the purely economic point of 


supply and demand, there is no doubt that such a view could be 
sally, justified in this province. There are four main services in this 
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province for which the graduate qualification is prescribed, namely, the Provin- — 
cial Executive Service, the Provincial Police Service,the Excise Department at 
the Subordinate Civil Service; of these, the Subordinate Civil Service, I need — 
hardly say, is the least well-paid. For all these four services, there are about 
30 to 40 posts to fill up every year ; and we have about 400 to 500 candida bene 
asking for posts in these services. During the last four years it has been 
business to gothrough the papers of these young men, and I have i 
most of them personally ; I have no hesitation in saying that the great 1 
of thom would be quite willing totake the Subordinate Service if they could: 
nothing better. ‘They are in fact willing to take service in posts’ ¢ ng 
inuch worse prospects than even the Subordinate Service. Amongst the 
settlement kanungos, who are ‘temporary employes, with no pensionary pro- 
Spects, nearly half ‘at- présent ‘consist of graduates, and the proportion of 
graduates is rising. In the Subordinate Police Service during the last three 
years, on ‘an average, more than 50 graduates have been appointed each year to 
posts as sub-inspectors of police. f quito realise that the eeonomic considera- 
tion is not the only one which has to be taken into account. Government ae 
cannot afford to employ sweated labour in the public service, particularly ix ee ' 
higher ranks. But, at the same time, the economie consideration is an im-  ~ 
portant one ‘and cannot be disregarded. Facts being as they are, so long as 
we can got a plentiful supply of qualified candidates for posts as sub-deputy © 
" collectors on the existing terms, some regard must be paid to the ever ingreas- 
ing calls on the provincial finances in dealing with demands for increase of - 


pay. 


I now turn to the old argument which has been used that the work of 
the Subordinate Service and the Provincial Service is practically identical, 
and in regard to this a few shard facts will be more usefal than any 
generalargument. At the present moment, our present cadre of: sub-deputy ae 
collectors consists of 221 officers, excluding the probationers who were - 
recruited the other day to fill posts as cirelé officers. Out of these 231 officers, — 
there are 95 employed on general duty; and of these 33 are employed at 
district headquarters and 62 at subdivisions. The 83 employed at +head- 
quarters include seme.26 officers who are vested with first class magisterial 
‘powers under the orders issued:in 1916, which I have already mentioned, a1 
1 admit that these officers:do very much the same work as the ordinary _ 
deputy collectors ut headquarters; but the position with regard to the 
62 officers in subdivisions is very different ; they are definitely in a position of 
subordination to the Subdivisional Officer who is usually a deputy collector or 
a young civilian; the Subdivisional Officer disposes of all the important work 
Jeaving only minor cases for his sub-deputy collector. The sub-deputy’ eollee- ~ 
tor is usually also employed on sub-treasary and routine work and performs 
minor and miscellaneous functions. Out of these 95 officers, 62 are therefe 
employed definitely on work which is of an inferior and less responsible nature 
than that of the ordinary deputy collector. ‘Then, we have 46 fficers 
employed on settlement work. It was my good fortune to serve in tle Settl 

















_ ment Department myself for nearly 7 years, and-I should be the last person 


to under-rate the value of the good work which sub-deputy collectors 








the Settlement Department. 1 learnt the elements of settlement w 
‘from a sub-deputy collector. At the same time, even in the 
Department, these sub-deputy collectors ar> mot employed an superio 
supervision and control which are hetd by deputy collectors and 3j 
_ tTians. Then, again, there are the 22 sub-deputy collectors » 
Government and Wards Estates. and speaking generally they 
the smaller and less important estates while the more i 
estates are held by deputy collectors and other officers. — 
b-deputy collectors are employed as circle officers ; thes 
1ich deputy collectors are never employed, 













Mr.. Kerr. 


_ will be employed. In this connection, it is important to note that” we ‘have 


recently received ;sanction to recruit 234 more sub-deputy collectors who will 


enaay be employed as circle officers under the Village Self-Government 


‘Act which was passed in the Council the other day. 1 say, therefore, that in 
existing circumstances the number of sub-deputy collectors who are employed 


- on work which could bo described as in any way approaching in importance 
and responsibility to that of deputy collectors is very small, probably not 
- more than 30 or 40 out of the existing cadre of sub-deputy collectors, and it 


eee a much smaller proportion when the 200 new circle officers’ posts are 
a f : : 
~ The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Roy said a good deal about the dis- 


abilities of sub-deputy collectors. I admit that they are in the matter of pay 


‘not on the same footing as the deputy collectors, but I think the Hon'ble 
Member went beyond the mark in suggesting—and I think he did—that sub- 
deputy collectors are liable tobe dimissed without enquiry; that is most 
emphatically not the case. A sub-deputy collector ‘cannot be dismissed 
except under the orders of Government, and under the rules which apply to 
all officers a full enquiry must bo made and charges framed and the officer 
afforded the fullest opportunity of explaining his case’ before any punish- 
ment can be inflicted on him. So far as that particular disability is 
concerned, I think the Council will agree that there is not very much 
iv it. P 

As I have stated, on financial and practical grounds, I cannot hold out 
any hopes that the Provincial and Subordinate Services will be amalgamated » 
but as I began by*saying, Government are perfectly prepared todo what 
the resolution asks and to take into consideration the improvement of the 
pay and prospects of the Subordinate Service. The question ,of promo- 
tion from the Subordinate Service to the Provincial Service is already under 
the consideration of Government in connection with the resolution which we 
issued about the Provincial Service on the 25th March last. ‘The replies co that 
resolution have come in and the case will shortly be submitted to Government. 


‘That is one matter which will be taken up almost immediately. The next 


—— 


point is that the increase in the cadre of gub-deputy collectors, owing to the 
‘creation of the new-posts of circle officers, will necessitate an examination of 
the whole grading of the Subordinate Service ; if we recruit a considerable 
number of these ee in the next 5 or 7 years there will be a-hopeless block 
in’ promotion unless we alter the grading. Persopally Iam inclined to think 
that.a time seale will be needed, but that is'a matter which Government has not 


' yet considered. A third point is a question, which has been kept pending for 


r 


some time till after the end of the war and the report of the Public Services 


~ Commission regarding the adequacy of the existing cadre of the Provincial \ 


Service for the work it has been doing. During the war, the cadre of the 


Provincial Civil Service was quite inadequate, and the mere fact that so many 


-_ sab-deputy collectors had to be vested with first-class powers is a ‘sufficient 


proof of that. Whether the cadre: will be adequate when normal conditions 
are restored, is a matter on which I should hesitate to express an opinion at 


3 ‘present. At any rate, the matter has got to be examined, and this examination 


nggost some méans Of differentiating between the Provincial. and ~ 


_ Tnay § 
_ Subordinate Services on more satisfactory lines than exist at present. Govern- 
' ment are therefore propared to take this question of the Subordinate Service 


into consideration ; but I must warn the Council that it-is impossible to 













- accept the resolution,” 


ise any definite date at present. The case must wait until the case of 


the Provincial Service is decided, and the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kagem has 


% ed out some other difficulties which wil¥also require considoration in this 
-ednnection. It must therefore be clearly understood that Government reserve 
t hand as. to the changes which will be nag va and the time when they — 
will be adopted. Subject to these remarks, Government are prepar 
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Babu 8. N. Ray; Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag. 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said :— — Seer 


" “My Lord, I have to'say a few words Because from the niin a ithe: 
Hon'ble vine: Kerr’s reply I find that Government are prepared | to” monet: ere 
‘partially my resolution, a} 

My friend, the Hon'ble Maulyi Abul Kasem has said that the time’ is “not 
opportune for moving this resolution : bul. I think that this is exactly the time | 
when I ought to bring forward this resolution, becauso the Government is now 
considering the question of improving the and prospects of the Judicial 
Service, the pay and prospects of the Police Service and of other services. ~ 


From the observations of the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr, it appears that he admits : 
that the members of the Subordinate Service” possess the same educational | 
qualifications and are drawn from, the same status of society. It has been | 

» said that recruitment to this. service is regulated by the law of ‘supply. tin 
demand, That is so. It has also been said in considering the pay. an 
prospects of the members of the Subordinate Civil Service we myst.also take 
into consideration the economic aspect of the caxe which cannot be disregarded. 

But { think Government. should also take into consideration the fact as - 
mentioned by my Hon'ble friend, Babu Kishori Mohan oe ‘thatthe 
lowness of .pay has. a demoralising elect. If you give a man 
of course he is sure to work with contentment and you will Ret very good. et 
from him. But if a man be really a competent man and has got the sme 
educational qualifications as the others he naturally aspires to have the same 
‘status in the service as his brother officers. Government-should also take 
into consideration that the cost-of living has increased immensely of late and. 
that a gentleman who could well afford to live on Rs. 100 a month caunot now _ 

. live on Jess than Rs. 150 a month at least. . So it is time that. Government 
should consider all these matters and the sooner the claims of the members 

_ of the Subordinate Civil Service, are considered by Your Excellency’ 8 Se 
ment the better.” 


The motion was then’ put'and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 20. -_ pra: 
: os pee 
The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq moved the following” resolution —. = . 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council thiat the Pali 
Courts in Caleutta be located i in one and the same building in some ee 
part in the city,” 


+ ~ 


He said — 


“My Lord, this is the second occasion on which I. have a tob A 
. forward this proposal for the location of the Police Courts in. one peel 
and. building in the pir, On.the last oecasion | was need by Mr. elle hia 
ing on behalf of Government that this system of holding abe, ae 
ourts in different, ae the city was more. or less of an experimental 8 
eaves and that Government must abide by the result of. that. experiment :- 
Four years have elapsed since then and we do not, find any indicstion on the 
ae of Government to state the result of the ex nt as to whether i 
n successful or otherwise. So far as the public arc. concerned | hy 
assure Your Excellency's Government that there is still the same foeling of | 
 omsegeed with the sg ins br as it existed. in- 1918-14 say at 
moved m ution. My Lord, this practice. of holding-the Police Courts in — 
some part of the 8 almost as old as the institutio ris 
ico i ica country. tse Tags very. ee as. fa 
6-out, & move a ear 1845 to » jurisdiet 
ese SS aiggaenc: in the city ry rain the area ter ‘be 3 is 
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. ‘aha ‘Misketieten ut at the same time/allowing the Magistrates to sit-in one 
andthe same building. Later on)in the time of Mr. Weston. an. attempt. was 
i rete to introduce.a more centralised system, but this was condemned. by the 


of the Caleutta High Court who were deputed to inspect’ the 


ae Batic onn ourts and to report the measures. to be taken in order to improve 


» So far as the public ean make out.no action was taken on 


their e 
the report: oa 8 Judges of the Caleutta High Court till the: year 1913 when 


the Lalbazar Police building was wanted by the Commissioner of Police for 


his purposes... It was then in January 1914 that the Police Court. was split up 
_ into three Gourts Jocatéd in three different parts of the city—one at dorabagan. 


one at Bankshall Street and the other at Kyd Street. It was not elaimed 
at first that it was anything more than an experiment and. it is necessary 


therefore to see in what way the system has worked. ~My submission is that 


«the experiment has proved a failure. The first point that I put forward 


for the consideration of this Council is the enormous cost that has been ~ 
‘in cattying on the experiment. There have been recurring and 


a non-recurring charges and amongst the non-recurring charges I might 


‘mention the additions and alterations tliat have been made to the various 
buildings, electric fittings, sanitary pha its, works,. furniture and equip- 
ment forthe new courts. ~ As regards the recurring charges, there has 
alo. considerable increase. ‘The ministerial and menial staff have been 
largely increased’; the police establishments attached to the Courts have 
been highly augmented ; the Public Prosecutor and his staff has also been 


strengthened. The contingent expenses have: increased enormously ; the 
rates.and taxes, hot weather charges, office expenses, telephonic charges, not 


to mention numerous other charges inseparable from the paraphernalia ofa 


Court establishment have all increased to a considerable degree. 1 have not 
- got. the exact figures, but I think they would run upto several lakhs. Tho 


ee Wace Hi has shown, that with the ‘spli itso up 


next point for consideration is—has all his expenditure been justified ? Has 
_ it) produced any ‘benefit to the public ? There is a sort of »widespread 


notion that it is better-to bring justice, if possible, nearer to the homes: of 
the people as if by that means one could give-the people any relief. Experi- 
of the Police Courts 


% di ora ion has not decreased and I do not exaggerate matters that the partition 


= Meets has only led to an enourmous increase of litigation. In the first 
the litigant public have had to face the fact that the pleaders have 
r unreasonably increased their foas. Formerly when all the 


one { ited in one building of Lalbazar whenever a man had a busi- 
ness to be» conducted in the Police Court he: would select his pleader out, of 










odd pleaders : the-field, of selection has: now been considerably 

lin each Court and naturally therefore the pleaders:who have got to 

ir income by doing a far leés amount of work have raised their fees 
ts’ have to submit to their terms. Secondly, a pleader who 


; Saar practises at Jorabagan charges an abnormally high fee if he has to — 


‘0 to Bankshall Street and vice versa. As regards the trangaction of business 


a paaai that a ae ¢ deal of inconvenience. is: being seaused by? the existing 


Courts. Whenever a Magistrate takes cognizance of a 
» he cannot transfer it to a sabordinate Magistrate because he is not 
rea edb the Code to do so and he has got to submit the case to the 

: soueey Magistrate of Bankshall t. This entails a certain’ 

lay. Several cases have to. be a back daily and Sort on 


the*prosecuting offivers, witnesses, pleaders and others g 
in another Court. * This also causes a great deal of inconve 
to” 


i eniihien had 
‘tthe Conse ora ‘tho Chiet | aoe sare 


. 


mas vy \ abither is the present arrangement convenient 
“does denna : apa cae 


~ 
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submit that it has not. TI still maintain that with the partition there has been. 
an ineffective supervision of the subordinate Courts by the Chief Presidency op. 
Magistrate. Formerly the Chief Presidency Magistrate ‘kept a daily watch — 
on the files of the cases and exercised a cortain amount of control over the 
Magistrates subordinate to him. Now he has practically lost touch with the © 
Magistrates (stipendiary and honorary) in the Northern* Division Court. 

A flying visit once a month or even less to the Northern Division Court is . 
certainly not effective supervision. In the interests of efficiency it is highly — 
desirable that the other Presidency poy ae should be under the close 
administrative supervision of the Chief Presidency’ Magistrate at Bankshall 
Street. ay, 


The next point, my Lord, which I submit for the consideration of this 
Council is this: that on account of the anequal distribution of work. it 
“happens that one Magistrate in.Jorabagan, for instance, finds time hanging 
heavy on him while another has to work up to 5 to 6 p.m. And T myself have 
seen certain other Magistrates leave the Court at 3 in the afternoon. This is 
due to unequal distribution of work, All these prove my statement that 
the experiment has not proved successful, on the contrary it has proved a 
failure. Therefore, I think that Government should now redeem their pledg 
and there ought to be a reversal of the resgnt system. As irds. the 
distribution of work T shall quote the: following observation whiéh I have 
taken the liberty to collect from an unofficial report: :— ‘ 


‘The Jorabagan Court is within a stone's throw from the First Division 
Port Police, yet all cases arising within its jurisdiction are tried at Bankshall 


© Street. A dinghi manji arrested at Bichali Ghat, Bagh Bazar, is taken all 


the way to Bankshall Street although the Jorabagan Court is far nearer. — 
All motor-car cases arising in any part of Calcutta are now heard in the, 
Bankshall Street Court, What is the good of having a partition ~ 
of sen courts, if cases arising within the jurisdiction of one are tried in 
sanother, ‘ 


In several matters (¢.g., the Press Act, the Extradition Act and so forth) 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate exercises exclusive jurisdiction, and the 
people of the Northern Division have, in consequence, to go to the Jorabaga 
Court for one purpose and to Bankshall Street Court fr another»purpose. 
This double-court arrangoment leads neither to the convenience _publie 
nor to a prompt despatch of business nor to the efficiency of the eontt? — ; 


- Therefore I submit that the time has oome when the Courts 

. ld be located in one and the same building and that the present system 
‘he done away with. é “yeaa % ae vb abre re 
With these words I commend the resolution for the a 

House.” set 3 eet : ; 


- 






The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasomscid— 
** "My. Lord, it ia misfortune this. time to oppose my Hon'ble friend 
Maulvi Fazl-ul-H % “Ye has ably. apvosaied the cause which he has taken up, — 
and those interested are very fortunate in having one’ of the ablest men int 
rovince for their spokesman. But I am sorry that in spite i 


ols 






am still unconvinced that the facts bapriet de ‘ 


_» experiment has proved’ a failure and that a city like Caleatta, w aS 
_ grown very much in recent years, all the Police Courts should be located im 
% one and the same place. I Saad that in other Presidency towns 0 


OREN os hie tetas ea Dace, PL 2h yee 
PONE Ses ORES ates Oe 2 ARINC eee 


Courts are located in different quartora and no complaint has been hear 
about that, arr vent. And so far as I know I do not think there is mach 
| Sinsation ‘in Calcutta either. But of course there is dissatisfaction amony 
‘ tae ate yo Mehe Sat eh oS eae , 
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the members of the legal profession practising in the Police Courts. It would 
7 duty convenient to them to have all the courts in one and the same _ build- 
ing. My-Hon’ble friend has said that owing to the pleaders being distri- 
buted between the two courts, the litigants have to pay highor fees. But 
so far as I know the race of pleaders is so prolific that the supply is 
always greater than the demand. Therefore that argument does not: hold 
~ good. In such acase the result will be that a particular set of pleaders will 
all the cases and the others will have to starve. My friend has also 
_ stated that a good deal of inconveniencn is felt by the witnesses in going from 
one court to another. Why should they go from one court to another unless 
they are professional set of witnesses? It is not usual for a case to be’ partly 
tried at Jorabagan and partly at Bankshall Street. My Hon'ble friend has 
cited the case of adinghi manjhi. \ But that sort of thing might be remedied and 
that, remedy does not lie in the placing of all the Police Courts in one building. 
A good deal has been made out of the fact that there was only one court in 
those days. ‘That was certainly the case. But my Hon'ble friend ‘forgets 
that in those days there were only two stipendiary Magistrates and a limited 
number of Honorary Magistrates. But since then the work has grown up in 
pee proportion and there are now four stipendiary Magistrates and a 
arge number of Honorary Magistrates. And certainly it is necessary there- 
fore thatthe buildings should be ‘separate. It has been said that litigants 
find spon and» expensive to find lawyers of their choice. In 
the mofussil, too, lawyers from Calcutta are appointed to conduct cases by the 
parties, And if that argument holds good, then all the courts in the Presi- 
dency should be brought into one place. If the courts are brought into one 
place litigation will increase and the.number of touts will increase also, and 
the people will be robbed not only by touts but by others.as well» So far as I 
haye been able to ascertain, the public do not desire it, but members of the 
legal profession practising in the Police Courts and specially those who are. at 
the top of the profession. -And they have found a very- able advocate to plead 
their cause in the Council. With these words, my Lord, I oppose the 
resolution. ” mn 


\ 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— 
alle anil My Lord, the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq has once more brought up 
the question of putting all the Police Courts in Calcutta in a central place 
“and in¢one building. The resolution is not a new matter and has, if I may 
- say interesting history. In December 1915 the same Hon'ble Member 
moved ilar and almost identical resolution which was opposed by Govern- 


ment and the resolution was, lost. As the members of this Council are 
iiss to the end of 1913 the ‘Calcutta Police Courts were located at 


It had long been recognised that the accommodation at Lalbazar ~ 


inadequate and inconvenient and after” a good deal of discussion 

three courts were established and called the suburban, the. central and the 
“~~ northern courts. When the Hon’ble Member moved his resolution in Decem- 
ber, 1915, on behalf of Government it was stated .by the Hon'ble Mr. Lyon 

' that thé Kyd Street Court was about to be abolished ‘as there was not 
ie t work for it at the time. This» was given effect to from the 25th 
April, 1916. Since that time there have been two police courts—oné located 
at Bankshall Street and the other at Jorabagan. At first the Chief and 





at Jorabagan, each court: having in addition a number of 
iry Magistrates. In prvi aac 1948 however this arrangement 
htly altered and in the rules published under section 21 (7) of the 
inal Procedure it was definitely laid down that the Chief and the 
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a ts should ordinarily sit at the southern and*northern cous 
, the other Magistrates being assigned to these courts in suoh a 
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# a deere Magistrates used to sit at Bankshall Street, and the Second and . 
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manner. as the Chief Presidency Magis trate may think fit. In actual praetice— 
at present the Chief and the Third Magistrates sit at Bankshall - a Go 

the Second and the Fourth at Jorabagan, The arguments which the Hon’ble 

*Maulvi put forward in favour of his resolution in 1915 were that the courts 
at Lalbazar were split up and located at different places to meet some urgent — 
requirements of the police and the physical congestion Was a. second 
consideration—an argument which did not merit serious consideration at, the 
time and does not do so at the present moment, for as everybody is sufficiently: y 

‘aware, the accommodation at Lalbazar was anything but satisfactory not only  ~ 

to the Magistrates but also to the pleaders, witnesses and parties and in fact — 

to everybody concerned. Since then new buildings at Lalbazar have been a 

put up for the use of the Calcutta Police. Here I may mention that it was 

not true that the Lalbazar building was abandoned for the police—purely for 

putting up new buildings, for the police bat it was done so because the 

Bankshall building came back to us from the Government of India and we 

thought it economical to use it.as a Police Court. So that side of the question 

should not be lost sight of. The second argument then put forward by the _ 

Hon'ble Maulyi has no longer any force as the Kyd Street Court has been 

abolished for over three years. The third argument then put forward by 

the Hon'ble Maulvi was that the courts being at a distance from one another, 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate could not exercise proper superyision—a 
charge which he has brought against Government again to-day. Literally this 
may be true, but it does not necessarily follow that for that reason the Work of 
supervision has been slackened because it must be remembered that the Second 
Presidency Magistrate has been entrusted with a considerable amount of work 
which the Ghiof Prosidency Magistrate used to do in the trial of cases and there- 
fore the latter is able to devote more.time to the supervision work, Tshall, how- 
ever in-connection with this look into the gupstion which the Hon’ble Maulvi has 
brought forward to-day about the division of labour or abant the question that _ 
all cases have got to go to the Chief Presidency Magistrate who delegates his 
powers and distributes the cases. If of course any better arrangement can be’ 
made in regard to the disposal of such cases, I can assure the tonple Ms 
© Member that that will be looked into. I find therefore that the Hon'ble - 
Maulvi has more or less gone over his trodden ground of 1915. 
asks very naturally that a8Mr.Lyon in reply to his resolution said that 
this was going to-be an experimental. measure, for some indication as 
policy of Government regarding these courts. On this point I.shall have to — 
say ono later on.. Meanwhile of course he has also brought against us’ — 
the charge and hé has said that not only the non-recurring charges 
heavy, but recurring charges have gone up. — Well, i think it. be. 
apparent to every member here that if we are to have more than one — 
court there must be necessarily an-increase both in the recurring and non- — 

— recurring charges. The arguments that litigants cannot have lawyers of | 
their choice except at a higher cost regarding which tho Hon'blé Maulyi- 

© Abul Kasom has spoken very strongly, all I can ‘say is that this argu- 

_ ment gannot possibly carry the same force to-day as it did in 1915, for inthe — 
first place the courts have been split up for more than five years. 1e again” } 
it can be argued. with a good deal of justification that asthe number of — 
pleaders and lawyers ini Calcutta are by no means inadequate, it may reason- — 

anh be expected that a sufficient number of competant lawyers have now — 

gathered round the southern courts if, in spite of this fact, litigants oceasic 

ally want to take lawyers from the Bankshall Street court and have to’ 
extra expenses, then, in the words of the Hon'ble Mover, they must pay 
that luxury. I am afraid it cannot be helped, for I am sure su 
cannot be many and are rather more than counterbalanced. by the fac 

_ a large number of cases the litigants are benefited by the disposal of t 


_ much nearer their homes—a which evi a iccaatan 
_myctrond the Hon'ble i acl pet oan 8 rsa 
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the assistance of lawyers practising at the local court.’ Moreover I shall soon 
give the figures of the number of cases tried by those two courts from which® 
Tam firmly. convinced that it would be by far the wisest course to leave things 
as they are at present, and I am sure that matters’will completely adjust 
themselves in the course of a few years, for there cannot be the slightest 
doubt that the system in — is a considerable improvement on the old 
. m of one central court, far-as the litigants are concerned, however, 
' Lam sure nobody will argue that it would be more convenient for the inhabi- 
fants of the northern portion of the city to come to Lalbazar or Bankshall 
~ or sonie such place instead of going to Jurabagan. The only strong argument 
therefore, in favour of centralisation of all the courts at one place is that. it 
will foster the growth of a strong Bar, but, my Lord, I venture to think that 
- the Bar of Calcutta is more than strong and that it does not need any stich 
hg strengthening if that were possible by the centralisation of the 
olice Courts in one building. Then, my Lord, the questions of buildings and 
building sites in Caleatta even for the Gictérntiont is by no means an oasy 
‘one. Already the Bankshall Street building has been condemned and the 
Government has got seriously to consider as.to where the southern court can 
be temporarily located until a new building is conipleted. Perhaps my 
friend will bring forward this as an argument in favour of having one central 
_ court and may say that as the Government has to erect a now building why 
not huddle them all together.’ To this my reply would be that apart from the 
question whether such a course would be economical dr not we have got to 
= 8eo the convenience of the litigants themselves and from the figures which I 
shall soon give it will be apparent that it would be a great injustice to the 
litigants if Government were again to decid’ upon a central building with all 
the courts concentrated in it. In 1915 it was stated on behalf of Govern- 
ment that the arrangements then in force were experimental. At that’ time 
it was fully proved that the northern court was a success, and from the 
figures which I have in my hand I can say that the southern court has’ also 
been success. Therefore, it seems tome that the time has perhaps come 
-when on behalf of Government I should definitely state what the policy of 
Government is in this matter. ’ 


* In the first place there is nothing to show that the present arrangement 
* are not working satisfactorily. Apart from the consideration of accommodation ” 
and perhaps the convenience of certain members of the Bar, it is a distinct 
advantage to bring justice nearer the people, for if against this argument 

of mine it were adduced that more the courts the more the litigants 
as has been done this morning by the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq, my- 
noi is that human nature being what it is, litigation will go on and 


s 


ne 


cea continue to exist whether there is one court or more. Now, my 
2 let me give some figures which will show that although the 
f the northern court may not be equal to that of the southern 

court, there has been a steady growth of work in the southern court 
from 1915-17, though there was some falling off again last yearf but the’ 

‘decrease inthe northern area was perceptibly less than in the southern. The 
number of serious cases ip the northern area was much higher than that in 
the sotithern area except in 1915. In short, the figures to my mind are a 
conclusive proof that the object in view in having a new conrt in the 
“area has been attained and that the work done in thai area has 
its existence. In'the years 1917 and 1918, the total numbor of cases 













os in all these cases would have to make a journey to Bankshall 
nstead of having their cases tried in their own neighbourhood. It 
involve backward and forward journeys for the police officers 


; in the : court was 37,934 and 32,561, respectively. ‘The total number 
for that period ir tl:e southern court was 45;836 and 35,616. If, therefore, 
} the ro is a reversion to the central system it would mean that the parties and 
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between the Jorabagan and the central court, thus meaning considerable gh 


© inconvenience as well as waste of public money. : 


Then, again, from the financial aspect it would be extremely difficult —- 
to find a suitable site for a large Central Police Court, the cost of acquiring 
Jand for such a building being in itself enormous. But what I think: is the 
most important of all toremember is that numerically the petty cases are really. 
the most important, and the nearer to the homes of the parties these could, be — 
disposed of the better, And from this point of view quite an apguable case — 
for greater decentralisation could be made out instead of the plea to return to | 
the old system of.centralisation for which to my mind there is no justification, _ 
either on the ground of convenience to the public or of economy of State 
funds. y i Teh ‘ iat waht 

Moreover, when two. police districts were made for Caleutta—the 1 r 
town and the south town—the division was so made that the jurisdiction of 
the Magistrates and of the executive police officers should coincide. From — 
this point of view too, my Lord, there is no reason to disturb the present» ~ 
arrangement. Under all these cifeumstances, my Lord, I contend that, the 
Government would not be justified in accepting the re¢éommendation cf 
Hon'ble Mover of this resolution and T trust to the good sense of the Council 
to throw out the motion before us.” Re ae 3 Pam eh. ie 


l, feees 
Dey 3 4 
ie 


‘The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul Haq said:— ie ae 


J 


-““My Lord, in view of the’ very. full and exhaustive statement that: has 
been made by the Hon'ble Mémber speaking on belialf of Government I 
would not have troubled this Council with any reply but for the fact that: : 
friend, the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul» Kasem, bas made certain remarks which 
cannot certainly pass without comment. He has sought to create a diversion 
this afternoon in favour of Government by offering opposition: to two very 
ipeaeite resolutions simply, as I take it, for the ‘sake of opposition itself. He 
as delivered two speeches ; the first of which.is, I may say with the:utmost ~~ 
respect, of a more or less incoherent character, and the second couched in the — 
language of vehemence. The second spesch exemplifies, to my mind, the 
danger of a layman trying to dabble with matters of which he has got a hazy i 
and vague idea. au) , b settee iG ae 
; : i at a“ i T~O9,5 ARTS es 
To begin with, he has mentioned that in Bombay there are Police. Courts 
located in different. parts of the city. “May Task him what el can be — 
drawn from the conditions of Bombay to those existing in Caleutta when — 
we donot know that the Police Courts of Bombay were located in one 
and the same building previously, but was followed by ‘subsequent’ divisions — 


and lveated in different parts of the city ; so-that we may have some datafor 


& comparison of the circumstances. As far as I know, the Bombay system can _ 
supply to data to judge whether the present system is better than thatof 
having Police Courts in one and the same building in the city, oF 
can offer some opinion because they ‘have been accust to two different — 
ponditions. My friend said that this resolution has been brought forwatd 
m the intesests of the members of the legal’profession. “May | ask him what 
do the members of the legal profession lose ifr y the ‘courts are split 
into two or into 100 parts ? the pleaders are ptt to some incon ‘enione 
having to go from ono court to another, Is he’ so simple as not to kifow tl 
it is not the pleader but. it is tlie client: who has to pay for conveyance 
would like my friend's gding toa pleader toengage him on’professional bi 
and taking him from his ordinary place to another place, 
his own gharry hire : I would like to 
friend who has topay. 
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;Then, my Lord, he said that my statement about witnesses being engaged 
in one court but being required at another, cannot be accepted for the simple 
reason that the witnesses are not professional witnesses who can be required 
for examination at two different cases simultaneously. My friend does not 
know that there are two classes of witnesses; first I leave aside the profes- 


* sional witnesses, but amongst honest witnesses there are two classes-: first, 


those whocan depose as to facts and the other class called expert witnesses. 
There are, for instance, witnesses who are required to prove previous convic- 
tions, medical witnesses and so forth and they have got to appear in one * 
ease* sometimes at Jorabagan and in another case at Bankshall Street : but 
this my friend does not know as he has no business with courts. My Lord, I 
Say with the utmost respect because he does not belong to the class of wit-. 
nesses, or as he has had not to appear as a witness or as complainant ; he has 
not had the occasion,to complain of or to infringe the law. ‘Then, as regards 
pleaders raising their fees, a visit to Jorabagan or Bankshall Street will show 
whether they have or have not raised their fees. “I have been told that, with 
the large influx of pleadersinto courts every year and that great’ manufac- . 
tory. the Calcutta Uniyersity, turning out graduates in law every year, the 
supply “is always .going to ontstrip the demand. Although hundreds and 
hundreds of the pleaders may be struggling for existence, those who have made 
their mark in the profession always dictate their own terms. There may be 
200 enrolled, but those who have made their mark, ¢e., those whose services 


‘are sought after will always charge high, sometimes fancy, fees, although there 


may be a hundred who may bo struggling for existence in these courts. Soy 
the mere fact that there is a large influx every year does not, as a matter of 
faet, go to reduce. the fees which are exacted by pleaders. I do not mean 
pleaders who are of no consequenee to the profession but those who have 


_ made their mark as pleadors. 


As regards the convenience of the litigants, my own idea is that it is 
inconvenient. to the litigants to have the courts located in different paris of 
the city ; but if Government. have’made an enquiry and are satisfied that the 

t arrangement is to the convenienco of the litigants, I have got abso- 
lutely nething to say. But 1 feel convinced that the greater ‘the number ‘of 
courts the greater is the advantage to members of the profession to which I 


‘have the honour to belong. I would like to see courts spring up in every 


 eonceivable quarter of Calcutta so that the members of my profession may 


spread themselves out conveniently, because I know that as soon as a court is 
started the number of cases go up. The experience of the last five years 
show that the number. of cases in the two‘courts is very much higher than 
what it-was and the rate of increase is very high ; but if, in spite of this, 
Government think that. it is for the convenience of litigants that the courts 
should be situated in different parts of the city, I have got nothing to say. 


a As regards the financial aspects that it has been convenient to’ locate 


the c in one big building my idea is that the Bankshall Street building 
which has been cdndemned as a very old building might be dismantled and 


out uf the surplus which we get from the receipts of the Police Courts spread 


_ over a number of years a very big building might be erected : that is a matter 
entirely for the Government to consider. ~I do still hope that the time will 
- @ome when the Government of its own motion will decide that a reversion to 


Cs 


the olti state of things is for the convenience of the. public; and although I 
Save aoaee whether they will accept my proposal, pay that all this diseus- 
‘sion has not been in vain ; and-I have placed certain facts before the Govern- 


ment whieh, L hope, in fiture will be taken into consideration.” 
peels oF ae 
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‘The motion was then put and lost. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 21. - 


The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq also moved the following resolution :— 


“This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that the permission. 
granted to the medical practitioners who failed in one or two subjects in the 
Final Licentiate Examination. of the State Medical Faculty in November, 
1916, to appear at the same examination to be held in November, 1919, be 
extended to all those who were permitted -under the transitory provision to 
appear at the said examination previously.” ge 


He said :— . ‘ 


“This is the fourth occasion on which a proposal has been made for conces- 
sions toa certain class of medical practitioners and I am afraid the Hon'ble Sir 
Henry Wheeler might think that we are inducing him in a moment of 
weak good nature to concede certain privileges to which ordinarily these people 
are not entitled. On the last occasion he told us that the path of concessions 
is always of slippery character and onee'we start going down the path we do 
not know where we come to. But there are certain consideration which might 
weigh with the Hon’ble Member with régard to the particular class of 
medical practitioners, and for these reasons I have yventnred to bring forward 
this resolution. On the last occasion a similar resolution was moved. by my 
friend the Hon'ble Khan Sahib Amman Ali, but that resolution was of a much 
wider scope than the present one as in my resolution I gm asking for this ¢on- ~ 
cession for those medical practitioners who have been Reiked permission pre- 
viously but could not get through the examination either because they failed 
in one or two subjects or could not appear at the examination for failure of get- 
ting timely notice. My Lord, so far as the first class of medical practitioner is 
concerned those who failed to pass the examination by only a narrow “margin 
of marks I submit that in their casé I cannot say anything except on 
purely humanitarian grounds. It has been ascertained that they are mostly 
men who work in distant places, in tea gardens and other estates and whose. 
employers have given them notice tc leave their services unless they ean 
produce a certificate of pass. The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler remarked on 
that occasion that it does not very much matter whether a medical practitioner 
gets a certificate or not beeatise he can al:vays practise as a private practition~ 
er, and so long as he possesses a certificate it is enough to enable him 
to carry on the profession. It is well known, however, that a medical 
practitioner who possesses a certificate like the one for which we ‘are, 
contending for this class of practitioners always commands a much» higher 
market value than the one who posess none and the latter want to 
improve their prospects by procuring this certificate. As regards the 
other class, that is, those who did not get timely notice, an enquiry will. 
show that there were .peojle who got notiee very late and so late that they 
could not appear at the examination. Since one examination is going to be: — 
held it would be an act of merey if they are allowed toaprear at it. Let them ~ 
take their chance : if they pass they get a certificate, and that is what they 
ask for but ‘if they failthey have got themselves to blame. It is not a bye 

_tion for which I can say anything except the argumentum ad hominum, but1 ~ 
hope it is a case in which that mercy should beexercised. 1 believe, my _ 
Lord, there is a large volume of public opinion in favour of this resolution and — 
I do not, therefore, wish to take more time of the Council. The matter has — 
been discussed on three occasions already, and there is nothing new to say. _ 

_ All that I wish to say is that this resolution is of a simpler character than 
any of the resolutions that have been moved previously.” = 
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Khan Sahib Aman Ali; Babu K. M. Chaudhuri ; Sir Henry Wheeler. 


The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali said :— 


“My Lord, in supporting this resolution, I ‘will only say a few words 
because on the last occasion I spoke at some length on the necessity of having 
qualified doctors. It is an undeniable fact that this province is in urgent need 
of qualified doctors, and on account of want of doctors the people in every 
district are suffering from various diseases. If the proposal embodied in the 
resolution be accepted, it will in no way interfere with the prestige and 
finance of Government. .It will be a favour to a large number of doctors 
who are not qualified under the law but who have studied medicine for 
five years at least. With these words, [*beg to support the resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 


“My Lord, 1 donot wish to take up much time of the Council in supporting 
this resolution. It seems to be a reasonable request and that request is that 
those who were permitted to appear at the previous examination but fer some 
reason or other could not appear, might be given another opportunity of 
qualifying themselves. 1 donot see that there is any objection to this proposal, - 
and L hope that the concession will be granted. With these few words, I beg 
to support the résolution.” 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :—- 


“ My Lord, liko the last resolution thatyhas been moved by the Hon'ble 
‘Member, this is a matter which on more than one previous occasion has 
occupied the attention of the Couneil.. There is therefore not much new 
that can be said about it, and I will be as brief as possible in my remarks. 
These resolutions have centred round the examination of the State Medical 
Faculty of Bengal. That was an examination instituted in connection 
with the legislation undertaken in Bengal for the registration of medical 
degrees, and the advantage of passing the Faculty Examination was, that it 
conferred a registrable degree. ‘The examination was meant for people who 
had undergone a Specified training; but in recognition, primarily, of the 
position of those who were already in practice, a transitory clause was enacted 
wliich for two years after the constitution of the Faculty enabled men to go 
ap for the examination who had/not gone through the prescribed course of 
tuition, That period elapsed at the examination of November 1916. The 
object of all the different resolutions which have been moved in this connec- 
tion from time to time has been, in Various ways, to enable men to go up for 
that examination or obtain a registrable qualification, who would not other- 
wise be entitled to do so. This is the fourth resolution of the kind which 
has’ come up. . 
"Tn January 1918, the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri asked 
us to admit to the examination the Belgachia students of the year 1913 and 

those who failed for the first time in one or two subjects in the examination 
held in November 1916.. Mr, Donald, on behalf of Government, opposed 
that motion ; but the Council expressed an opinion in favour of it, and in 
 eonsideration of that opinion, and also being desirous of meeting it to the 
extent which they thought legitimate, Goyernment did allow the men who 
“failed in one or two subjects at that examination, to go up—not only for one 
re examination as was originally asked for, but for four more examina- 
, and in fact there will still be an examination in November 1919 open to 
se men. ‘Therefore, I would emphasise that we have already provided for 
16 case of those who were originally permitted to appear but who failed 
n one or two subjects. : 


; ime yt “The next occasion was ‘September. 1918, when. we had the Hon'ble 
Babu Surendra Nath Ray's resolution asking us to recognise the Belgachia 
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Institution as one which could confer registtable degrees. T explained then 
why we could not accept his proposal. but the Council said that we ought to - 
do'so. On further examination, however, we were confirmed inthe view | 
that there was no possible justification for such a course, and we were 
therefore unable to accede to thp request. 


“In January last, the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali asked us to admit 
to the examination of May 1919 all passed students of ndn-recognised - 
medical schools. I explained then why we could not do so, and that proposal 
was lost without a division. ae / 


“Now, we are asked to admit to the next examination to'be held: in 
November all those who were previously permitted to appear under the 
transitory provisions but for ohe reason or another havé hitherto failed” to 
pass, Such men would seem to be, firstly, those who, having obtained ppermis- 
sion, for one reason or another omitted to appear ; their number seems to be 
very small. and I cannot see that they deserve much consideration, And 
secondly, those who, having appeared, failed to satisfy the examiners. But 
if they only failed in one or two subjects they can already go up again, ” 
sothe resolution really presses the case only of those who failed in three” 
or four subjects, it being remembered that the total number of subjects is 
only four, while under the ordinary regulations of the Faculty a man ‘is not 
allowed to go up again if he has, failed in three subjects or more. The 
number of men for whom we are asked to make this special concession seems 

. to be 41 who failed in three subjects, and! 49 who failed in four subjects, 
at the examination of November 1916, and we are asked to allow this 
special concession for men who after four chances have practically demons- 
strated that their knowledge of medical practice was of the slightest. T-have™ 
been told by the examiners. that some ofthe men who. appeared had no. 
more chance of passing any reasonable medical examination than a child in 
the street. ‘That is what we are asked to do. ‘ 


“T have previously explained what the object of our médical legislation 
was, and I do not want to re-traverse that ground. I would again. emphasise 
that the discussions about it, originated in 1908, and the two relevant Bills 
only passed into law in 1914 in Bengal, and in 1916.in the Imperial Council. 
Therefore everybody had ample notice of what the position was. gol 
to be. The object of our law is merely this—to give a definite status 
to men who have a defipite qualification, and to prevent men who have not 
that qualification from assuming that status. It is further to theadvantaye 
of the medical profession inthe province that the standard of the Fa 
Kxamination should be maintained. If we, out of good nature, allow men 
go up for the examination who have not passed through a reasonable course of 
medical training, we derogate from the value of the status enjoyed by all 
those who have passed the examination. I would again emphasise that. the 
status conferred by medical. degrees is one dependent upon a reasonable 
medical training, and not upon the mere passing of an examination, especially 
if that-is to be achieved after the fourth or fifth effort and after an exhibition 
of almost entire ignorance of the subject. ie 


_ Why then, when the object of -our legislation seems to be. so ‘palpably 
justified, is it that. we have these persistent attempts to get us to admit men 
who are not qualified under the rules and concessions that we have gi “¢ 
The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Huq denies the charge, but I really cannot. se 
that there is any more argument in favour of this course than that of: 
good nature. When I spoke on the last occasion I went through in detail th 
concessions given under the transitory clause. I explained that we bega 
with concessions; we extended them once, and we extended them again on — 
the motion of the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, and we have now 
arrived atthe utmost limit that wo thought was justfiable. We are now | 
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asked to do more than, the Council was asked to do ‘in 1918 and which we 
eventually accepted, although we did not think it justifiable, In asking 
us to do this now the Council is not altogether logical; that is 
to say, in January 1918 we were asked to do something which we did 
do:-in July 1919, for no particular reason whatever, we are asked 
to go a great deal further, and it is difficult to answer the query, 
when are we to arrive at finality in this matter? Suppose we accept this 


-resolation and allow those who failed in three or four subjects to go up again— 


what is going to happen? Most of theni will fail; ir is almost certain that 
they will fail. <And then we will be told that these poor men_ have not had 
much time to prepare for the examination, that if they are given a little more 
time to brush up their knowledge, they will pass; and that they should 
therefore be allowed to go up again in 1920. ‘Tho whole policy -becomes one 


_of endléss weak concession. I maintain that the legislation has been 


reasonable in its initiation, it has been interpreted in a reasonable way, 
and it has been marked by concessions which wore, if anything, generous, 
and “on these grounds, Sir, we are not prepared to make this further 
extension which is now asked for.” 


The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Hag said :— 


“My Lord, I have not got to add much to what I have already said 
because as I have said in moving this resolution that this question has been 
threshed out on three occasions. It has been said that most of the students 
who appeared or were permitted to appear at the previous examinations failed 
practically in all the subjects. If there are any such I cannot contend that 
their case deserves much sympathy, but there is the case of others who were 
given permission but could not at all appear’by reason of the fact that. they 
lived at distant places and could’ not get timely notice. So far as they are 
concerned [ have submitted already and I again respectfully submit that their 
case deserves some consideration. At any rate the second class medical 
practitioners can be differentiated from the first class. ‘The Hon'ble Member 
has put a query that if this concession is granted where are we going to stop. 
I do not know if any undertaking on my part will be of any practical effect, 
bat 1-can assure him that if this resolution is accepted I do not think that 
Government will be troubled with any request of this character in future— 
very likely this will be the last. On three occasions wg were met with 


unqualified negative and on this the fourth occasion our proposal may be 


Pa ela the condition that we shall not come again with a similar request 
to Government. Of course it will not be res judicata, and the new Cuuncil ' 
will not be bound by what is happening in this Council. We can give this 
undertaking if the Hon'ble Member aecepts the resolution. J have already 


- said that I have not got a very strong case, but I leave it to the Hon'ble 


* The Hon'ble Mr, Irwin moved the following resolution :— 


hin 
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Meinber's mercy: It is a question which touches their: livelihood and on 
this consideration they should be allowed to take their chance. I submit that 
a case has been made out for the acceptance of the Council.” o 


The motion-was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 22. 


~ 


. “'This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a Committee 
be appointed, consisting of two officials and two non-officials, with instructions 
to make a thorough inquiry into the conditions existing at the Victoria and 
ges Schools at Kurseong, and to recommend such steps (if any) as may 
» deemed advisable in order to place both the schools on a more satisfac- 
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He said :— 


“My Lord, I am afraid this resolution will not arouse much interest as it 
does not personally affect the majority, nevertheless it is a serious one for 
a considerable community all over India. Sas es 

It is a question, my Lord, which has occupied miy attention for a long 
time past, as, according to reliable reports, the state of affaits in these two 
schools has steadily been going from bad to worse for some years, 80 much 80 
that I considér it would be better to close them altogether unless a great im- - 
provement is effected ; at the same time I have been loath to worry Govern- > 
ment unnecessarily and hoped that stepe would have been taken to remedy 
matters. i 


At length hoping todraw the attention of the authorities. to it with the 

least. possible waste of time or undue emphasis, I'asked a-series of questions 
_in this Council in April last. P : 

As, however, the answers given to these questions were, in my opinion, 
unsatisfactory and as nothing was being done, as far as | could gather, to place 
the schools on a sounder footing, I felt constrained to take more decisive 
steps as indicated by the resolution I have quoted. . 


I may say at once that since giving notice of this resolution I have had.a 
long diseusSion with the Acting Director of Public Instruétion on the matter. 

‘I gave him an outline of what I proposed to say at this meeting with the 
different items to which I wished to draw special attention, and IT think Tam - 
correct in saying that he fully agreed with me that not only are the conditions 
existing at both schools unsatisfactory but that every item I méutioned 
required revision and reorganisation. - 


This admission has naturally simplified my task considerably and etiabled 
me to curtail what I should have otherwise been constrained to say in support 
of my resolution, I shall therefore be as brief as I possibly éan. ; 


In the first place, I contend that both schools are and have been for’ years 
past, considerably understaffed, the consequetice being that the teachers are 
overworked and the pupils do not receive the attention and tuition they and 
their parents have a right to expect ; moreover owing also to this fact, 2e., the 
paucity of teachers, the Head Master or Mistress, respectively, is obliged to 
undertake duties, which should be relegated to a subordinate, greatly to the 
detriment of his or her legitimate work.. , 


Again I allegé'that the staffs of both schools are very considerably under- 
paid for the duties expected of them. Séverdl of the teachers after giving 
more than twenty of the best years of their lives in the service are at present 
drawing misorably inadequate salaries and have proportionately miserable 
pensions to look forward to when superannuated. 1 strongly urge that both 
salaries and pensions should be enhanced without delay, and as regatds pensions 
I thipk, my Lord, that this enhancement should be retrospective from the date 
of the commencement of the War, owing to the heavy extra expense entailed 
by it. This, may be unusual, but the whole circumstances are unusual and 
it would be only ordinary justice. : 

Then again T'consider the constant changes which have occurred in the 
headships of both schools during the last few years. cannot {ail to. be prejudi- 
cial and point to something radically wrong with the supreme administration. 

Also the custom of keeping teachers in an-acting capacity indefinitely, ~ 
sometimes for years, as has occurred in several instances, at both schools is 
utterly wrong and highly detrimental. Can it be expected that teachers 
under these circumstances can take the same interest in their duties, ts if: 


i 


they were on the permanent staff? ieepmeeae 
Finally as regards the allowances for board to the teachers and*the 

feeding of the pupils, I confend -that the amounts sanctioned are at the ‘ 

present time wholly inadequate. Peri sea Te ie eed 
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‘ Mr. Dunn. 
‘ Some years ago an epidemic of beri-beri broke out in the Victoria School 
and an inquiry was held by the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal. 
After a searching investigation he traged the attack to the mal-nutrition 
of the patients and insisted on an inereasé in the monthly allowance, which, 


after considerable references to various authorities and discussion, was at 
length sanctioned. 


- ? 
~ That was in pre-war days and, as every one knows since then prices for” 
* almost eyerything has increased by from 50 per cent. to 100 per cont. and at 
_ present there seems little prospect of any decrease, I-regret to say, I under- 
stand itis a fact that this extra allowance demanded by the ‘Sanitary Com- 
missioner, sanctioned at that time and drawn ever since, has just lately been 
witlidrawn. I think this needs nocomment. 
Iconsider that the whole organisation of the administration of these 
schools is thoroughly unsound. 


“These are the only two Government schools existing in the Provinee for 
European and Anglo-Indian children and they are administered by the Edu- 
cational Department on precisely similar lines to that adopted for Indian 
schools. [ think I may say without giving offence to anyone, that owing to 
the varied customs and conditions prevalent amongst the different races, similar 
organisations are unsuitable and totally different systems should be adopted 
for Anglo-Indian and Indian schools respectively. 

The control of these two schools should in my opinion be vested in a body 
of Governors similar to that of the St. Paul’s School. at Darjeeling and the 

» Head Master or Mistress respectively should be similar. 

“As regards the Victoria and Dow Hill Schools I contend that the heads 
(Master and Mistress respectively) are not endowed with sufficient authority 
to deal with their subordinates. ‘The Master or Mistress, as the case may be, 
‘discovers grave* breaches of duty or abuse of power, but has no authority to 

. deal adequately with the offenders as would be the case ina similar school in 

_ the United Kingdom, but has to refer the matter to an Inspector with 
headquarters several hundred miles’ away, ‘aid by the time the offence is 
investigated, by lapse of time, it has been almost. condoned and the Head 
Master's or Mistress’s authority undermined and set at nought. 


-My Lord, I will not detain the Council longer. I trust I have said sufficient 
to justify my request for an inquiry and will therefore commend my resolution 
tothe favourable consideration of Your Excellency's Government.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Dunn said :— 


* My Lord, the resolution which'the Hon'ble Mr. Irwin has just put before 
us is one of great interest and- importance, The schools to which he refers 
were founded some 20 years ago for the children of the subordinate officers 
in Government service—the children of the domiciled community. These 
schools are entirely run by Government and they dre. the only Government 
schools of their class in Bengal. For that reason alone, I think it is ex- 

: oy. desirable that we should be able to meet any criticism that may be 
‘aised in any ‘discussion concerning their efficiency, Some weeks ago 

' Tchad the opportunity of seeing both the_ institutions and 1. regret 
'- to say that in’the main I must accept the detailed criticism, which the Hon'ble 
_ . Member has put before us. © Those schools are ‘not as they should be. It is, I 
think, unnecessary for me to deal he e in detail with the various points which 

af on’ble Member has raised. He has spoken of the understaffing of these 
_ institutions, the manner in which the Head Master and the Head Mistress are 
q Poe ovefworked, the een © era of the staff, the frequent changes on 






the meagre fooding allowances for the children and the inadequacy 
of accommodation in both the schools. These defeets are almost entirely due 
‘to the fact that the Dow Hitl and Victoria Schools have outgrown their 
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. \ » ; . 
; With reference to the Committee asked for, the Hon'ble Member has 


said that these facts are already known ; from this I understand that they are 
also admitted. After hearing what the Acting Director of Public Instruction® ' 
has said, Jeave to withdraw my resolution as I have no wish to have, it 


said that, Ir have delayed reform or embarassed Government. At the samés ~ 
oe nust say that it is with some reluctance that I ask this permission, as 
wh y almost call, the scandalous state of things to which I have drawn » 
attention’ has been prevalent for a long time past and I sincerely trust *that ~~ 
Commas will expedite the proposed: improvements as mucli as possible 
and further that what I have said with reference to the feeding of the pupils 
and the enhancement of the salaries and ‘pensions of the teachers, with re- 
trospective effect, will have the careful consideration of the authorities, having 

in view.the considerable increase of prices of all the necessaries of life which 


has taken place in the last few years.” . 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. ‘as 
« LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 23. 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following 
resolution :— ; ; 


“This Council recommends tothe Governor in Council that in view of 
the Barabazar Improvement Schemes which are at present under consideration 
by the Calcutta Improvement Trust, a member of the Marwari community 
be appointed at ‘an early date on the Board of Trustees for the improvement 
of Calcutta, and that the Marwari Association and the Marwari Chamber-of 
Commerce’ be called upon to submit names of suitable persons for the 
Ponsiiaeetan of the Government.” 

. 


He said ;— . 


rr “ . 
“My Lord, the Calcutta Improvement Trust published their Barabazar 
scheme about two months ago. In Barabazar there is a large number of 
Matwari traders and there is a Marwari Chamber of Commerce, although like 
the Bengal Chamber of Commerce they have not the right to return a 
member either to the Corporation or to the Council or to the Improvement 
Trust Government have kept the right of choosing members in their own * 
hands for the protection of minorities. The Marwari community, taking the 
entire population of Calcutta, is in a minority, but having regard to the im- 
portance of the Barabazar improvement scheme and the Marwari interests 
affected thereby I think on the present occasion Government may assign one” 
| -geat to the Marwari community. It may be said that Government have 
ready filled up the four ‘seats they had in their hands, but it is well 
saat that when the exigencies of the situation require it, Government 
omehow or other manage to provide room. I think that having regard to 
‘Whe fact that Government have got at present four nominees on the Trust and 
ye recently appointed as a member of the Trust an official who has at 
“dy ént no interest in the affairs of the Trust, Government might provide 
i member for the time being to represent the Marwari community. 
‘be said that the Board has the power of co-opting members in 
an¥tion with particular schemes ; but it is the practice to co-opt. such 
Pers in the sub-committee.and not on the Board. When objections are 
© any particular scheme members are co-opted from the localities 
ef some members of the Marwari community have no doubt been 
n connection with some :&chemes in. the. sub-committee, Lord, 
sub-committee which is the final authority but it is the Board ; 
resence of a member of the Marwari community, on the Board, 
- S ° v 
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Rai D. C. Ghose Bahadur, Makarajadhiraja Bahadir of Burdiva 

when the report of the sub-eommittee will come up before that body} ill no 
doubt be a great help to the Board. I think thereforesthat Government 
»might see their way to accept my motion. The late Sir ty d. Baker at 

“ ‘one time in reply to an address presented by the Marwari Assoeiation said 
4 ‘that when the interests of that community were affected, Goveynment would 
‘no doubt nominate a member on the Improvement Trust. The tifheshas now 
*eoma whon the Barabazar scheme will be considered by the, Boost pe I 
& submit: that Government might see their way to appoint a member of the 
Marwari community on the Board.” ai 


ee a. 
hy 
The Hon’ble Rai Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur said:— ©. 


My Lord, I rise to support the proposal put forward by my friend the 
“Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. It is a very modest proposal ; 
‘< ‘structural improvements are contemplated ona very large scale im*the areas 
around Barabazar and as my friend has said a large proportion of that area 
| &8"peopled by Marwaris. Formerly these people hailing mostly from Rajputana 
jut not given much evidence of education in Western knowledge ; and 
» Government never thought at least of appointing a member of this community 

on such civic bodies as the Corporation and the Improvement Trust, but 
lite 'the Marwaris are rapidly making up this deficiency, and this deficiency 1s 
also supplemented by their energy and business habits in acquiring money. 
They are now a very prosperons community ; and it is right that they should 
be taken notice of and not eschewed. J think, therefore, that some room 
might be made as suggested by my friend the Mover of this resolution. As I 
gather from the tenour of this speech, when the Improvement Trust will 
extend their operations, as is contemplated, over the Barabazar area, it will 
be time enough to put on the Trust a gentleman interested in that area and 
I think some room might be made by asking the holder of a seat recently 
appointed to retire for some time. That is what I gather my friend’s 
meaning to be; but whatever course Government might be vee dopt 

I fin 1€ 
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k there should be some recognition of the interests of t rwari 
community in the Barabazar scheme. . * 


The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said —# ' 


“My Lord, I can very well sympathise with the desire of the Mavwari 
community to have from among them a member on the Improvement Trust 
»when the Barabazar scheme comes up. ‘But I must confess, Lord, that 
the arguments put forward, by the Hon’ble Mover of this resolution br the 
Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur who has followed him, have 
not convinced me of the necessity of putting a Marwari gentleman on the 
Board. It has been said by the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur that 
itis a practice with Government that whenever any special meagures come i 


~s 


up @xperts are put in the Council. Ido not know, my Lord, if in *eonnection © 
with the Barabazar scheme a Marwari gentleman of the locality interested iny 
the scheme could be termed as an expert and for that purpose whether the 
mover of this resolution would be justified in asking the Government to 
remove one of the nominated members of the Trust in ordér to make roo 
wor a Marwari gentleman. ? 


Then, my Lord, we have heard the Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder G 
uiadur mentioning that the Marwari community is an influential body 
‘do not challenge this, but, my Lord, I thought yesterday whén speaking 
the. nigtion for the withdrawal of the Municipal Bill botlr the Hon’ 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur and Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadu 
advocates against special electorates and this is a question more or 4 
pleading for a’ special’ community on the Trust. Iran r 













unable to f w such contradictory arguments. My 4 
-wish in any way, t© belittle the importance of the “vested interest) th: 
Marwari comtnudhity have in Calcutta what I d6 feel, ver, 
Toes. om vst, v tai 
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OF geek pee. Pa Babadur, 


tha Government ‘would’ not be justified for the reasons given by the © 
Rai Bahadur t@ remove a nominated member from the Trust in order to 
make roompfor a Marwari gentleman. Under section 4 of the Act it is laid 
down thatthe Board shall consist of 11 trustees, viz., a Chairman; the 
Chair ofthe Corporation, three other members of the Corporation, a mort er © 
of the Betigal Chamber of Commerce, a member of the Bengal National “§, 
Cha dBodmeres anq four other persons ; and these four are those that are, |” 
n ated by the Government. As I have already said there is nd veconcit’ 
at, sent; and according to the wording of the Act we cannot appoint 12 
m ers. | But when the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said that 
members could be co-opted only for sitting’ on the sub-committee, I ne he 
must have overlooked section 19, which says that the Board may asSociate 
with themselves in such manner and for such period as may be preseribed by 
rules made under so and so any persons whose assistance they may desire in 
carrying out any of the provisions’of the Act. So I think the best thing fer 
him would be to get the Improvement Trust to appoint a Marwari gentle- 
man to act as a co-opted member on the Board and not on the sub-committ 
so that the ditficulty he apprehends could easily be got over. If, of course, 
on the other hand the Rai Bahadur feels so keenly for the Marwati 
‘community to be represented he might perhaps be sporting enough to make 
room by retiring as a member of the Corporation and to allow a Marwari 
gentleman to come in his place. But I do not think that the Governmént 
would be justified in removing one of the nominated members from the Improve- 
‘ment Trust. For all these reasons, I am unable to accept this resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said :-— 


“My Lord, I am quite aware of the provision which has been referred to 
by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. But the difficulty 
is that if is so difficult to persuade a masterful person like Mr. Bompas 

Bto twa Marwari gentleman on the Board. If we could do that, there 
would not have been any necessity for moving this resolution. 


* Then, my Lord, the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan 

“» used an umhappy expression “remove.” J neyer meant that a Government 
nominee should be removed, but what I meant was that, as I, know * 
fram experience in the Coancil, Government might, in view of the require- 
=. of,the situation, make some arrangements by which some room might, 
be made for a member of the Marwari community. Quite recently there has 
been’ a member nominated by the Government. Government have got four — 
nominations and they always look to the interests of the minority, that is the 
reason why the suggestion had been made. : 


As regards the graceful suggestion made by the Hon'ble Maharaja- « 
dhiraja Bahadur that if Iam so keen for the representation of the Marwari 
® community, I might retire in favour of a Marwari member. J do not know 
‘whether it is the voice, of someboly behind the Hon’ble Member which 
‘prompted the suggestioh. However that may be, I know that nothing would 
ive Some persons greater pleasuré than to see me out of the Board. But 
»\Thave this savisfaction that people want me to be there. % 


S 









»The motion was then put and lost. " 
vr | Adjournment. f = 
The Coungil was adjourned stne die. , im - 
ha A. M. HUTCHISON, 
; a io ee ¥ Secy..to the Govt. of Bengal, and Secy. ta the 
a a ae ate ene Bengal Legislative Council. 
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bat some years the ieee 7h SERS, ofalee . of 
con 6 ssam and Fed then st eae re 
nistrative posts ipalshi irele Inspecto’ Sand Circle 
by members of endian Educational Service ! te So tena 
Is it a fact that it was p posed to remove Rai Kuritidinikanta 
Bahadur, M.a., from the Pineal of the Rajshahi College as he 
only member of the Provin Educational Satine holding an 
re post, namely, cit of the A of a first page Govern- 


) Ts it also a fod dal dou ta: Morley, the then | 
01 ia, approved of the (fe tnd principle that the adeilitnistiotive 
he baseensbi, ee Indian Educati 


y offi 


eect the R Rajshahi College ? s 


ey to state an exception was 
Banerji Balad , the Principal of. 


onal Service, he did not — 
pias sams Bahadur. from 


be lee ew x the Principalshi of 
first : sn 


st, while 1 Principaiships sofsmall 
bly ‘and re: ve been 
to state a ti aenben” re 


nal Service posts sanctioned since — 
d to plane (A), os poet neat 
















that though he has been the Princ 
1507, he has ll the time he has been Principal, been d 
ey wedieat reg: 
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; p et Come owing to the 
| 0 Re a bh 
=a eae: H. Sharp in the Imperial a Beevioss Cot 
Rao Pantalu’s resolution on the 3 Cor 
the the ths March, te, Somat st ges dri 
istrative post of a Princi a vernment college 
Hr stantioned Rai-Knibatinikants Renérjt Babadud aa that ‘offlcer 
a ey 248) as cash acd Osaieas ae ot 
zt administrative post in Pony Education Department in ~_ of 
























vies Aa nf : rs S 


paar ty the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) This is not correct. There never was any provosal f for 
all sap ema of Principals in the Indian Educational Berties Oe im 
cipals pf the Hooghly, Keisha ee a merce 
of the » Kri Ww 
ucational Service Benrioe : 
Government of pene passin 
~ in charge of well trained 
Service. 


~~ (b) In 1912, in connection with some  ereadhies of discip 
occurred among the students of the Rajshahi ( 

the Rai Bahadur should be transferred to the Kris 

the post of Principal when the Rajshahi Kelsie was i 
tional Service cadre wh ie that’ of the 

Educational Service, it was suggested that 

changed. Government did not accept the Epo. 

“pers (ec) In1908, in ssorctioniog: certain pro 


oe Se al an poly ange 
x with ae ja Hare BB gio icimonint bs a 













ee res oe ee 


| Questions ‘ea Answers, * 
ly made into the question of - : 4 











d an inquiry w 
Principal of the la acaocns colleges outside Calcutta Tes 
nm of their administrative duties. Bursars were appointed in ~ A 
olles The Rai Bahadur did not think a Bursar was n for pee 
ahi College, but prcposed that a steward and assistant librarian idhould ay 


_ be ap Government did not approve this proposal. It was found 
~ that the Rai Bahadur was doing 13 hours’ teachin a a week, but he was 
: to the idea of the Principal being relieved of any of this rox = ; 


(k) Yes. 
~ (2) Government. oh no information.” 


ibeneat referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goon: to question 
No. I (starred) asked by the Hon’ ble Basu Kishort Mouan CHaupHourti at 
the Council Meeting of the 12th August, 1919, showing the number and 
description of the new Indian - Educational Service posts sanctioned 
since 1910. : : 


- No... Description of the post. 4 rh 
1 ‘Professor ot English, Dacea College. 
2 Professors of Physics, Dacca College. 
1 __ Professor ct Mining, Civil Engineering College, Sibpur. 
1 Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Civil Engineering College, Sibpur. 
1 * Principal, David Hare Training College. 
“ 2... Professors (Masters of Method), David Hare Traininy College. 
1 _ Assistant Director of Public Instruction for Muhammadan Education, Bengal. 
- 1 Professor of History, Presidency College. ‘ % 
2 Inspector of Schools, Rajshahi Division. 
1 Principal, Bethune College. 
_ \1* Principal, Hastings House School. 
2° Assistant Masters, Hastings House School. 
pave eg? 3) 
_ * Created gemporarily for five years, The posts of the Principal and one Assistant Master have been filled. 


By ‘the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Guede Mitra Bahadur:— _ 


; se *U.. 
a) Isita fact that fie Hastings House erty, Alipore, has been placed ‘Hastings 

OU Bake of India at the ) -aepeding isposal of the Cosexitiont of Schock: Alpen 
Ss as a residential school for the sons of Indian gentlemen ? t * Ry 
ay ® Tf so, for how many years and on what conditions? 
‘@ Is it a tact that the mi school has béen fourded to meet the wishes 
of tl of Indian society ! 
“Gra: @ ‘If so, are the Government in a position to state the names and occu- 
pation or profession of these leaders # pees 
EA (0) Is the Hastings School recognized by the Universities of Oxford, Lon 
Cam , Dublin or-Edinburgh ? By 3 

ON Ts ‘the gatd school recognized by the University of Calcutta ? sa 


(9) wil the Government be to state whether the currictlum of 










’ 





materially from that of the Oxford and : 
t-board higher « certificate exaniination or the Cambridge senior a 
ite ppeaeinaticn or onion sarang of the Calcutta ‘ 










h Flas sar highly mslifed nistheviationl egghiaa' 
said ya as odes 


(i) If not, what steps are the Government taking in this con 


(j) Are the Government aware that the establishment of a 
Laboratory under the charge of’a well-qualified science teacher is 
aa needs of the said school ? : 


_ (k)_ If so, will the Government be pleased to state zen steps (if an 
are “taking in this matter? 


taker by the school authorities to teach scientific agriculture to sons of ‘cami 
dars, wh o are reading in the said school ? ; 


(m) Tf not, are the Government considering the advisability o} ty 2 fr 
the school authorities to make the necessary arrangements in beater 
Ph pe 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) and (b) The Hastings House property has been plied at ie ‘a 
disposal of the Government of Bengal for the accommodation of the ae 
— public school for a period of 5 years from July 1915 on the foll 
conditions :-— 


The Government of Bengal have recently asked for sanction to the continuance 
of these arrangements up till 1922. 


(c) and (d) In 1918, a memorial was received pra: for the 
ment of a residential school for Indian boys on the ed es 


school, A list of the names of some of the most prominent rapperierent this "i 
proposal is laid on the table. j 


(e) The system of gtr gee of schools Universities does ot obtain” 
in Great Britain and Ireland. rs 


4 
“¢ Steps are in contemplation for affordj facilities to pup 
school f 


(g) The curriculum is based upon the requirements of the 
- Senior Examination and when necessary boys are prepared for the 
” Higher Certificate Examinations. Boys whose parents or g' 
it are sent up for the Calcutta Matriculation examination. — 


it and (i) It is Pat gigi to recruit a European ass 
tat. Shas beets deli yed owing to the war, and to the fact that 


“tary of State's pratt > the Senet 
awaited. 


(j) Yes myenk 
‘Two ts: to 4,080 
‘ Silent eauip the 


" Gstdiies and pare 4 


by the assistant master in charge 


Will the Government be pleased to state whether any steps are. 








1) The building shall be kept tee ir by the Public Works Depart 
ie ment at the expense o 1 enthotites. 
(2) The school authorities hah sa all municipal taxes leviable in 
respect of the property, 
(3) No pérmanent structure fp om be erected on the estate without 
the previous consent of the Government of India. ins 
4) At the end of the B yeas s the property shall be returned. to hat: 
a 


Government of India in the state in which it was when it was 
made over. - 



















an Eneliah Bae 


or appearing at the examinations of the Calcutta University. 


assistant p} 
Educational Service to teach science and mathematics but b i 
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“Questions an 1 ‘Ariswors. 


d to.in the answer to clauses (c) and (d) of question No. 11 (starred) 

the meeting of the Council held on the 12th August, 1919. 
Right Hon’ble Lord Sinhw of Raipur. 

e Hon'ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, x.c.s.1., K.c.1.8., 1.0.m., Maharajadhiraja 

see of Burdwan. s 

- Maharaja ‘Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore Bahadur, Kr, 

Maharaja, Jagadindra Nath Ray of Natore. . ‘ 

6, Maharaja Ranajit Sinha of Nashipur. F Ses 

6, Raja Pramada Nath Ray of Dighapatia. 

‘T. Raja Kishori Lal Goswami. 
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~ 8, The Hon’ble Sir R. N. Mookerjee, x.c.r-8. Mh 
‘ Nawab Siraj-ul-Islam, Khan Bahadur. - _ 4 od 
10. Mr. K. C. De, o.1.8., 1.0.8. ; =| 
“11. Mr. J>N. Gupta, 10.s. : % 
--:12.) Mr. S. R. Das, Barrister-at-Law.° 4 
18, Mr. Biupendra Nath Bose. e * 
i a a Oi , “y 
By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— . 
ehh. ‘ ; 5 ‘ “P : 






a Is it a fact that all, or nearly all, the munsifs in the first grade are “The Provincial, | 
no et ating as sub-judges and that since the creation of that grade a very Jusicial Service, 
_ tg proportion of the officers of that grade has always officiated as sub- Bic 





a te __(b) Is it also a fact that few members-of the first-grade of munsifs get 


the benefit of the grade owing to the paucity of officers in that grade ! 
» _ (¢) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing the 
strength of that grade from 25 to 50? © A 
With reference to the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s announcement on 
1alf of the Government in the course of the last budget debate that the , 
instalment of a scheme for the reorganization of the Provincial Judicial 
_ Service, costing over five lakhs of rupees, had been forwarded to the Govern- a 
Ment of India for sanction and that Rs. 1,25,000 had been set apart.in this y 
= Sap eae for giving effect to the scheme after sanction was received, will 
he Government be pleased to state whether the sanction of the Government | 
_ of India has since been received? = 
») If not, are the Government in a position to state approximately when 
r be expected ¢ + Si hel ° 
Sa Rees, ih a 
by the Hon’ble Mr.Graham:— : =| 
a) Nearly all the munsifs of the fifst grade are now officiating as 


nate judges and since the creation of that grade some of the officers 
it grade have always officiated as subordinate judges. 


(b) This portion of the question is not understood. 
view of the possibility: of the adéption of a time scale, Government 
‘propose to shat eta or ing of the service at present. 


Seaereress 






















a patios ey 


d The proposals of the Local Government for the reorganisation of the - 
¢ are still under the consideration of the Government of India, but they 
Aa Ale 


netioned paiog sq ‘measure an increase inthe pay of 
‘munsifs from Rs, 200 to Rs. 250a month, Hl 
mt are unable to make any forecast on this point.” i 


ps 
y 

- | 
HSN A aa mI 
el 








By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— ee 


| “IV. Pee: 
even (a) Will the Go pleased to rere ios hg: (if 1 Bahan + 
been taken to give effect to the provisions of the uvenile king 

“peated Act, 1919, and when such steps were taken 4 : 


0) What further steps are possible to be taken and when are they pro- 
posed to be taken ? , ‘ , ‘3. 


e 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— . ache 


““(a) and (b) The Act came into force on the Ist February, 1919. Since 

then. after carefplly considering the whole matter, Government have author- . 
ised Head Masters of high or middle schools and Madrassahs in Calcutta, under 
section 4 of the Act to seize or destroy any tobacco, pipes or cigarette papers 
found in the possession of boys under 16 years of age attending their respective 
schools whom they find smoking in any street or public place. Government 
do not contemplate taking any further action at present.” . 

° _ 

=~ By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— —_.. - 

*y, = . ; 
The Bengal (a) *Will the Government be nai to state what steps (if any) Rave 


Village been taken under section 5 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919, 
Bat-Bovermen (Bengal Act V of 1919) ¢ ; 


(b) What other steps are proposed to be taken under the Act and when? 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


, 
(a) and (b) Commissioners of Divisions have been asked to report 
after consultation with district officers and district boards in what districts 
or parts of districts the Act should be extended and from what date, and wnaty 
local areas should be declared unions. They have also been asked tommake — 
some definite proposals regarding the formation of circles. Meanwhile rules 
> are being framed under section 101 of the Act so that tney may be put into. 
force when union boards are created.” ; 


* 
~ 
‘. 


: By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— irae 
“Vi. a Seg 
"The Bubordivate (0) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is intended to 
~ BAuoational _ place the Subordinate Educational Service on a better basis? of) 
(b) Ifso,whenandinwhatwayt “ = Sn 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— 


fs _-“ @).and (0) ‘The Hon'ble Member is referred to the reply to: question. 
No, 12 (2) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri.” e 


By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra’ Nath Ray:— eS A She Sa 


opt 






*VIil. \ 4 5%, 
Death of a (a) Has the attention of Government beén drawn to the case of a studer 
Ee way who was going to Puri in the last week of June. and who was crushed to deat 
~ 7 aa of the overcrowding in the Bengal-Nagpur Railway train at 
Pane _ Howrah railway station? — oo ead ni ad S. Reb ‘i 


— ~ 4 ov a ~ “a tes 3 
RS A ea gin es inv areata wie SEER 





(8) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps were taken by the 


the’ 


che rush of passengers for Puri during the last Rathajatra festival ! 
PR eae pee > ; 


ahah ‘ 


neg eae @) Tt is reported that a young Bengali collapsed from heat stroke on 

No. 9 platform at the Howrah station on the 26th June. .The platform police 

r procured ice and rendered all assistance in his power. The man 

was then sent in an ambulance to the hospital, but died from heart failure 

before he arrived there. He was not crushed to death. There was not an 

unusually large number of passengers on the day in question, and the rush to 
Puri did not set in-till two days later. eBite ere 


"(by Additional police were deputed for platform work at Howrah, 
Rishra, Serampore and Guptipara railway stations from the 28th June till 
the ed July to deal with the rush of traffic in connection with the Rath Jatra 


\ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray:— ~ 


— *VILL 
(a) Is it a fact that about the first or second week of July last, a 
‘man was found inside the out-door ward of the Mayo Hospital who desired 
_ admission to the hospital, and that the Doctor informed him that he could 
not be admitted as no bed was available? i 
~~ (b) Is it also a fact that though the man could not move and was lying on 
the floor, the Doctor in charge asked the man to go out of the hospital? 


(ce) Is it also a fact that he was then carried bodily and placed on the 


' footpath in front of the Mayo Hospital 


_— (@) Is it a fact that the deceased lay there till the next aio when a 
phoned for an ambulance and that he was removed to the Campbell 
~ Fiospital, where he died? ; : 
_ (é) Whose duty was it to arrange for the removal of the deceased to the 
Campbell Hospital, or any other hospital, when it was found that there was 


" “no aceommodation in the Mayo Hospital ? 





_ tions ‘i ‘all Doctors in charge of hospitals, like that of the Mayo 


(f) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed 
t it. was a dereliction of duty on the part of the Doctor in charge of the 
“Mayo Hospital in having the deceased, who could not move and was lying on 
~ the floor, removed bodily to the footpath ! 
-_(g) Has the conduct of the Doctor the approval of Government? If 
‘not. what steps are the Government taking im the.matter ! Hs 
_ “(hy Are the Government considering the desirability of soviet ese 
ospital, 
_, that when there is no bed vacant in the hospital, proper steps be taken for 
- sending such patients as are incapable of moving or are very unwell, to the 
ell Hospital or any other hospital ? 










ee 


‘the Hon'ble Mr. Payne:— “ ; 

x rious f Dr. C. H. Banerjee, House Sutgeon on 
not 

” 


yet known, but a full inquiry will 





authority or by the police to cope with the situation caused by ° 
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Mayo Hospital. 













ve {9 he tate ae given Gail veclisnited anumlamrnh Res ante 
_as they are entit ponte into the 2nd year class. Their 
are therefore restricted we the vacancies in that class. A, larger 
of B.Se.’s have been taken this year than have ever. been admitted 
e, and the class space will not ddmit of a greater number pene taken.’’ 
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~ (a) Will the Government ilies state how many posts of Assessors and Filling up of the 


Accountants have recently been created. in Calcutta in connection with the (weet sua Seen 

assessment of the Excess Profits Tax? Accountants, in 
ae connec - 
~@) What is the pay of these posts ? nS : Siena marin 

of the Excess | 


SEC ‘What are the names and educational qualifications of the persons Profiti Tax. 
ve eo a cae to these posts and the previous services rendered 


Pg them in th Tax Department! Have they had any training as ke: | 
- Accountants “ie : 
ti Have these posts been filled by the Income-Tax Collector, Caleutta, . pene 

"or by e Government ! ‘ 
- (e) Before filling up these posts, were applications invited b advertise- ene: | 
‘Sinent If not, why not! es “i eer 


aa (A) Has any Indian been appointed’ If not, why not? Ee | 


Eualeivwer by: the ‘vem hie “4 Dicthaks 


paren (a) cad (6) No posts of assessors or accountants have recently been 

ih) coaatba Calcutta in connection with assessment of Excess Profits Duty. 
_ Four examiners were appointed in that connection two on Rs. 400 per mengem 
Rein two on Rs. 300 per mensem. 


~ (e) The examiners appointed and their qualifications are given below :— 









Fie - 1, Mr, O. K. Martin, F.A., Calcutta University, with 17 years’ service. - és, 
: -in'the Calcutta Collectorate. —RHas been through a course of say 
aN accounts. Paes 
a mt cs Mr. C. E. Smith—24 years’ ‘service in the ‘Custom House, Cal- . aq 


cutta.—Has had i in accounts in the Salt section. 


(Cantab.)—Higher Mathematics 

Coowsete tien 2 | certificate, G w. University. ae accountant in the firm 

etinedg sis illipe Perrone 

i 4 ui haga Phillipe High School cise ey with 15 years’ service 
in the Custom House, Calcutta, most of his service nye in the ore 

- Kecounts section. eo ’ 4 


. oaeal Gualtiiaiicos were united and it will be ae 
tat in thre out of oar instances they were en from those already eh aes 
ent service. The appointments were for one year only. 7 


iat “No. " The’ men seleoted were those who were thought most suitable ~ 
‘the work to be done. It is estimated that 95 per cent. of the Excess Profits 
in Calcutta will be collected from European assessees, and there is 

in Indi nominee tater teteliecter of 1 Income-tax who deals-with 


iy 


~ : 
- Palis 









ies ; . : r 


RS ee ate 






Be x” 


a net Re LUMINES g 
Lroeereean we) 





y ogg 


‘Erne t 


~ Revision vf the 









1696 


.” petitioned the Government praying ; 
recommendations and, if so, what orders have been passed on their petition ?- 


~ Constables nt gan: meeting. “Nene “yn ne 







i Tity 


By he Hole Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 
*XI. is - } | 
(@ Will the Government bevpleased to state what step ave van aa 

to give effect to the recommendations of the Public Services Commission regard- 
ing the revised scale of pay and prospects of the Civil Assistant Surgeons? — 


ap eben: my appt Rr 


(c) Ist a fact that Indian Medical Service officers and also Military 
Assistant Surgeons have been granted a substantial increment of salary? 


(d) At the time of granting these increases, was any ecg before the 
Governmentrto increase the salaries of Assistant Surgeons 


(e) If not, are the Government contemplating taking up the question now? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


“(a) The question of the pay and prospects of civil assistant 
has recently been examined by the Medical Services Committee appointed 
by the Gorsaieaek: of Indja. The report of that Committee has gio 
been received by this Government and is under consideration. 


(b) No such petitions have been received by Government, but the 
Surgeon-General is considering certain petitions from civil assistant meee: : 
which have been submitted to him. 

(c) The pay of officers of the Indian Medical Service on military duty . 
and of military assistant surgeons has been increased, and orders have = P| 
been issued seacding an increase of pay to officers of the Indian 4 
Service in civilemployment. . 


(d) and (e) As already stated, the question is under the sonsidenstices of 
Government i in connection with the report of the Medical Services Committee.’ 


By the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 


*Xil. 3 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what orders have heen passed - 
in regard _to the revision of the seale of pay of the Head Constables of the 
Bengal Police, and from what date the orders have taken. or will take effect aa 


(b) Will the Government be pat to — how the revised 1 scale of 
compares with the present scale? What is the of increase, an 
what is the total ay additional expenditure bag cata eee scale mete 


(c) What is the maximum fea sepa a Head Constable ads in ee 


- 


_- ordinary course, expect to reach, according to the new scale! 


(a) Have the salaries of the Sergeants of the Rap cial B 


been raised; if so, what~is the, of t Tasetiie $6 
yenly additional expenditure in male at 


se hd ta oneioos i shia tt te caret 


Se 







gcse ga sree so. ce ones 





\ 


1007. Sees 


Rm sa 





Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Kerr.— - 


> nae ft ante (b) and a) A scheme for ihe revision of the pay of Head Constables 
of the yet is — ie consideration of the Secretary of State. 
receipt of his orders, Government are not prepared to publish th 
details thescheme. ict ae ; 


* (d) The salaries of ts in the Bengal Police have os: Taised with 

effect from the Ist June 1919 from Rs. 100—$—125 to Rs. 125—}—150. 

e increase is 21 per cent., and the annual expenditure Savolved f is Rs 15,600, 
of which Rs. 2,100 will be borne by the East Indian Railway Company. 


(e) As stated in the communiqué recently issued on this subject, a pro- 
vision of Rs. 2,17,260 was made in the budget for 1919-20 on account of the 
cost of the scheme for the revision of the pay of Head Coristables, on the 
assumption that the scheme would be bisapit into force on the 1st April. As # 
the scheme has not yet been sanctioned, there will be considerable savings under 
this head, and it has been decided to meet from the savings the cost during the 
Re. 10.000. ear of es increase of the arene: pay, which will not exceed ‘ 


‘By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


ie... ul. j 

(a) Is it a fact that the theft of food grains and _pett y Wicdities are teres ae 

increasing in the district of Bankura! & Te petty tats ‘ 
the of . 


ne Be Is it a fact that these are attributable to distress or famine in the above Bankura, 


ri Tf so, will the Government be cs ai to state why some portion of 
the relief works are being closed there 4 


femal How much cloth has been distributed to she déatituiten, males. and 
; respectively, up to June, 1919, in each of the villages in the said 


Pye Are the Resolutions No. 3—99—2, dated Calcutta, the 25th March, 
ag Re No. 13—-356—10, dated Simla, the 2ist August, 1906, respectively, 
Government of India, Department of Revenue and Agriculture, Land 
enue, on the subject of the oe and remission of land revenue and 


pA in “ae in the Presidency of Bengal? 






Tf so, are the Government considering. the desirability of urging on 


the tor of Bankura, to give effect to the resolutions referred to above : 
without further delay ? 
“Anowerby the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
ie a) Yes. The Hon'ble Member is referred to the reports on the famine 
: a ‘a published weekly in the Calcutta Gazette. ¢ 
® eat 


¢) On account of the the resumption of agricultural ee the bumbers 
works, consist a a e excavation of tanks or reservoirs and the 
éonstruction or repair of roads, rose from 51 in the eae of 
aoe See week of daly: the number has fallen to 62 
~ inthe beginning of August. eis 
hee ion, be 8 indicates some  atiaandetitanding of the measures 
72 oad Bankura. By far the majority of the population 
are. Tg ‘relief works, but regeive gratuitous relief. " : 


. 


Survey schools 
"at Dacca and 


Mainvamati. 


Weaving 
_ “schools of 


e 


te igh On rome 
ye | TATE wibey, te Le 7 
* ee een ly 


3 
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(d) Since the beginning of the relief operations,and up to the end of 
June last, 8,182 pieces of cloth were distributed. It is not possible to give the 
figures village by village. : nist 

(e) Yes. : 4, rv 17 

(f) The Collector cannot give effect to the resolutions unless the pro- 
prietors and tenure holders of Bankura. make them-really effective by suspend- 
ing the collection of, or rémitting, the rents of the actual cultivators, More-_ 
over, the Collector is aware of the policy enunciated in the resolutions. The 
answer to the particular question 1s, therefore, in the negative, but the Col- 
lector’s.attention will be again drawn to the matter.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


The answers to the following questions, which were unstarred, were 
laid on the table :-— rf 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


1 


(a) Is it a fact that many of the passed students of the Dacca survey 
class have found it impossible to join the second year class at.Maimamati? 


(b) How many students have passed from the first year class at Dacca, 
and how many of have joined the Mainamati School for further studies? 


(c) Is it.a fact that the course of study at Dacca does not strictly corre- - 
spond and lead up to the ‘second year course at Mainamati, the two bei 
based on different systems of grouping of subjects and different standards? 


(d) What are the reasons for not opening the second year ‘survey class 
at Dacca! y oo, 


’ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) Yes, The reason is that the 2nd year class at Mainamati.is recruited 
from students from Dacca and three other schools as well as the passed students 
of the Ist yearclass. It is ex that there will be more vacancies frorh next — 


year owing to the closing of the Ist year class there. - 


(b) Eighteen students passed from the 1st year class at Dacca; 9 students — 
were admitted from Dacca. - ; ~ a 

(c) No the course at Dacca leads up to the 2nd year course at Mainamati, 
being almost the same as the Ist year course at the latter school, but with some 
minor additions, viz., a little engineering and estimating. 

(d) Government decided that it was desirable in the interests of survey _ 
education to centralise the higher training at Mainamati, where the terrain . 
is much more suitable than at Dacea for a thorough training in practical — 


surveying.” : : 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurix— = 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 
the progress made and results obtained by the weaving schools at Malda. — 
Cox * ro crngtiont Pr aoe rene and ae in each instance pes the | 
number of pupils coming from the local weaving: and the cost of main-_ 
tenance of the schools up to date? ae pda oe ae wasn Y ‘ 





akon 





‘ 





- G9 bes we 






An + by the Hon'ble: Mr. Goode: N coh obieNS gate Ohtinett. 
0 huaeaprgaed sorter ahem 


the number of pupils attending weaving schools and the 
rine fe ents out during the last three years; and. 


ee Ss eiapagr on the upkeep of the schools since their establistiment. 

; Zn oe all the pupils attending these schools are drawn from’ the 

smearing pomnensnity. 

; “Blatenens jader hat to in he answer hy the Hoy’ate Mr. Goope to penitiion 
-* No; 2 COnstarred) asked by the Hoy’sLe BABU BRogENDRA KisHor-Ray 

a CHAUDHURI at the Council meeting of the 12th August, 1919, showing the 

~ — number of pupils attending the weaving schools and the number passed 














out. 

; “i No. |. 
® 

oo Year. | Yuan. Yaar. 

; ‘ i -” Sat f - 

' ra 1916-17, | 1917-18, 1018-19, 

) NAME OF SCHOOLS. ————————— 

Namber of | Number of | Number of Number of | Number of yey ot 
students » stadents ta studeuts students tudents 


studen' 
admitted, passed out, admitted, passed out, admitted, pened out, 


a i” 


88 36 42 | 39 40 | ~ 40 




















| 
; | | al oe | ; 
Cox's Bazor wi nto) Hat a1 | 14 | 25 17 28 20 
| Malda =| 66 | 47 | 52 48 60 51. 
~~ Pabna yee Use ss TON Se a ee 34 
Fis | | y ; 
pats ngail (established in September sol ee | 28 26 6r 56 
1917.) : I =H} . 
Peds , bad CR elec SUTRA ae pak a as 
FL = "Total rere eC ts) ~ 187 | "185 168 | ~ 229 | - 201 
« - " | \’ 


tatement referred. to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Gooner to question 
; a No. 2 (unstarred) cashed by the Hon'ble Basu Brosenpra Kisnor Ray 


Siniat shoe cost of upkeep of the district schools for the last three years. 














POA 0: . Goyervaest Expexpitur® FOR THE YAR— 


— —~ 





Be-| Re | Re | Be | Re | Rs. | Re, | Rs. 




















1805 ist “1,951 : 1243 | 1454] 1,846 | 1,538 | 1,778 
ee as © 1068 148 | 1,248 | 1,281 | 1,804 | 1,220 
1,120 1,882 | 1,525 | 1,390 | 1,751 

1,733 | 1,880} 1,710 

1,666 





" Onavpuunt at the Council, meeting of the 12th August, 1919, showing the 
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_ Todostrit! ore (@) How many industrial and technical schools for girls’ and women — 
forfomslcs FC there in thé Presidency which are not under the contro! of missionaries? 

jou e : 

| ab molonary ae 2. 
control. ; - 

b) In view of the difficulties of the mission workers to reach the Hindu — 
and Moslem zenana ladies, are the Government considering the desirability 
al of devising a scheme of industrial and technical education for zenana women, » 
independent of missionary influence? : Ay 


We Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


““(a) There are, strictly speakin , no technical classes or schools for girls 
. in the Presidency which are not under missionary control, ‘[here are, how-. 
en industrial classes which make and sell plain needlework attached to the 

ollowing :— : 


(1) Mahila Silpa Samiti, Calcutta; © 
(2) Hari Silpa Samiti, Calcutta ; 

’ (3) Hindu Orphanage, Calcutta; and 
(4) Widows’ Home at Wari, Dacca. 


These are privately managed samities and institutions, of which the last two 
receive grants from Government amounting to Rs. 42 a month in the case of 
the Hindu Orphanage, Calcutta, and Rs. 77 a month in the case of the 
Widows’ Home at Wari. The Mahila Silpa Samiti was at one time aided 
by the Department, but in 1915 the grant was withdrawn as it was badly - 
managed and its work was unsatisfactory. 


~ (b) It is reported that there is no real demand for technical instruction 
a zenana ladies and in any case it is a kind of undertaking which . 
must depend largely upon local workers and missionaries. It is not proposed 
evoyes to devise any rene i ns tee petty But Government 
‘wou! repared to considér favourably the question ‘of making ts 
to Thetitictiene th as those mentioned above, provided they are based open 
local support and do satisfactory work.”’ “—e ' 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq:—- 


~ . 


a. Md : 


PDRiising of the (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is in contempla- 
sg typists tion to raise the peste pay of the Me Sape serving under heads of depart- 
neers under ments attached to the Secretariat (eg, the offices of the Director of ie 
‘departments Instruction, the Inspector-General of Police and the Bengali Translator to 
Senet téthe Governmentandothers)! = 0 ea aie 


sr auamad (vb) Are the Givernitart-nwabe: that: tie t isle in these departments seri 
ee feel that they have a just grievance in being deptisadiot the increment which | 
Bresson! was sanctioned for Secretariat typists last year? at Set) Siege 





es oe . evi aRe atee aes 
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ch fan Wala Questions and Answers. 


* Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 
“ (a) Na. ¥ of 


_ (0) The typists in the office of the Director of Public Instruction sub- 
mitted a memorial on the subject recently which was rejected. 


There has always been some differentiation between the Secretariat and 
the offices of Heads of Departments in the matter of pay.’’ 


By the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement [stings School, 
showing the income and expenditure of the Hastings School, Alipore, from “"P°* 
1915 to the period ending 31st March, 1919? 


(6) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
containing the number of boarders, day-boys and day-boarders in each of the 
forms of the Hastings School, Alipore, according to their religion, nationality 
and caste during each of the years from 1915 to the period ending 31st 
March, 1919, and also the occupation or profession of their guardians? 


(c) Is it a fact that the Hastings School is under the immediate 
supervision of the Direetor of Public Instruction, Bengal ? : 


(d) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether the general 
rule No. 18, regarding corporal] punishment, framed by the Director of Public 
Instruction, Bengal, with special reference to high schools, as published on 
page 168 of the Rules and Orders of the Education Department of Bengal, 
4th edition, is in force in the Hastings School # 


(e) If not, what is the general practice regarding the infliction of 
corporal punishment to the boys of the said school 


(f) Is it a fact that a boy in Form. V is authorised: by the school 
authorities to inflict corporal Sacre eo to other boys of the said school 
in the case of any breach of discipline, especially during the hours of games? 


(g) Will the Government be Fagen to state whether there is any 
ground for apprehension as regards the abolition or amalgamation of this 
schoo] with some other institution ? 

(4) Is this school meant for the sons of rich men only ? 

(i) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reason why a 
considerable‘amount of provincial revenue is applied to make up the financial 
deficiency\of the said school ? 

(j) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps they are taking 
to improve the financial condition of the said school ? 

(k) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps the members 
of the Advisory Committee are taking to make the institution self-supporting 
as far as possible ? 

(l) Will the Government be also pleased to state whether che members of 
the Advisory Committee ever attempted to raise sufficient funds from among 
the leaders of Indian society, whose sons are benefited, with a view.to the 
creation of endowments for the said school ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“‘(a) A statement showing the income and expenditure on the schoo] is 
laid on the table. ’ 


(b) Statements giving the required information so far as is possible are 
laid on the table. 


(c) and (d) The reply is in the affirmative. 


ag LPR ae OT 
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(e) The question does not arise. f c yA vevbonn 

(f) The school prefect is made responsible for the general discipline but 
is not permitted to inflict corporal punishment. 

(g) This Government has recommended that the school should be kept 
on an experimental basis until the end of 1922. Whether it will be ina 
permanent or not will depend on the amount of public support it»receives. 

(h) and (i) It is true that there has been an impression that the school 
is meant for the sons of rich men only, but that is not correct, although fees. 
must necessarily be high in a school of this kind. In the opinion of the _ 
Director of Public Instruction the education imparted in this school . is 
“immeasurably superior ” to that given in any other school in the Presidency, 
and though Government recognises that such a school must ultimately be - 
either self-supporting or liberally aided by private benefactions, it believes 
that the expenditure at present incurred while the school is in the experi- 
mental stage, is amply justified. 

. (j) It is proposed’ to make the school more popular by the adoption of 
the following measures :— : 


(1) The development of the day side of the school. 
(2) Improvement of the facilities for science teaching. 
(3) Appointment of two more European masters. 


(4) Provision, if it is found practicable, of separate messing arrange- 
ments for sons of orthodox Hindus. 


(5) The offer of concessionary rates of fees for sons of Government 
servants. 


No final decision has been rea¢hed on the last point. A proposal to introduce 
separate messing arrangements for the orthodox is under discussion. 


(k) The members of the Advisory Committee and others have offered 
five scholarships for competition. Government are consulting them as to 
the measures necessary to make the school more popular. 


() The reply is in the negative. The school is still being continued on 
an experimental basis, but the ae of a permanent endowment is one 
which will have to be considered.”’ 


Statements referred to in the Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Gooner to Question 
No. 5 asked by the Hon'ble Rat Matenpra Coanpra Mirra Banapur 
at the Council Meeting of the 12th August, 1919. 
STATEMENT OF STUDENTS, SHOWING THEIR NUMBER AND CLASSIFICATION. 
——_—_—_—_— 























. | 
Yean, Form. wa Basa Mast Day Total, ; — Oeoupation of parents or 
| Senses 
| 
July Bist, 1915 Ay 4 | 5 
| om | <j 4 
he ha : 
| . 
> ach": 18 | 7 
eed ee 18 | Land owners 2, Govern- 
| j ee! ment servants 5, mer- 
| cantile 4, legal practi- 
| tioners 7, professioval 
ti * e 
' | 
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Ywar. | Forms | aegis, (Berek Der No ot Day! otal. Occupation of paranta or 
March 3ist, 1916 w |. ¥ 7 $s aps 7 
e IV a hk 3 8 
Ill 7 2 oe 9 | 
Il 6 3 9 
: I | 8 1 “se 4 
tae Gr Ph ee | rs a Land owners 8, Govern- 
| | ment servants 9, mer- 
| me cautile 5, legal practi- 
March’ 33st, 1917 ace VI 4 veo 1 5 tioners 14, professional 1, 
v-U 6 ooo tee 6 
V-L 3 ote oon 3 
W 6 8 9 
It 7 3 10 d 
Il 8 2 1 6 


ase 30 8 3 41 Land owners 11, Govern- 
——— —|—————_| ————|_ ment servants 11, mer- 


: cantile 6, legal practi- 
March 31st, 1918 eae Vv 4 1 ae 5 tioners 12, professional 1. 








v-U 1 oii see 1 
V-L d 1 oes 5 
IV 11 3, 4 18 
Ill 5 1 1 7 
- Il 1 3 4 
I 2 2 4 
ws i | | 
<0 28 » 2 8 44 Land owners 18, Goverr- 
————————— ee, «matt servants 10, mer- 


cantile 9, legal practi- 





March 3ist, 1919 aoe v 2 = x 4 tioners 6, professional 1. 
IV 8 1 4 13 
Ill 5 1 6 12 
Il 6 1 5 12 
[ 8 2 2 7 
oes 24 7 17 48 | Land owners 21, Govern- 


ment servants 6, mer- 
eantile 9, legal practi- 
tionera 10, professional 2. 


























— 





STATEMENT SHOWING THE NATIONALITY OF STUDENTS. 






























E 
s, YEAR. perp Hindus. ae ga Parsees. Total. 
Indians S 
1916-17 | ae 32 6 1 41 
V he 
1917-18 | i 33 8 1 44 
(1918-19 © 8 Te 48 


+ 








Pollution of 
Tolly’s Nullah 
from discharges 
of Russu 
Distillery. 
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE OCOUPATION OF PARENTS OR GUARDIANS, 





Government servants 
Mercantile 
Legal practitioners 


Professional 





Land owners 


Total ove 








Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Gooner to Question 
No. 5 asked by the Hon'ble Rat Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banapur 
at the Council Meeting of the 12th August, 1919, showing the income and 
expenditure of the Hastings School, Alipore, from 1915-16 to 1918-19. 


Year, Income. Expenditure. 
Rs. Rs. 
1915-1916 on con sas 21,274 42,104 
1916-1917... wie we 43,569 60,658 
1917-1918 aon oes ose 38,522 55,669 
1918-1919 one ose jie 37,064 49,231 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
6. 


(a) Are the Government aware of the fact that the water of the Adi Ganga 
(Tolly’s Nullah) is considered sacred by the Hindus, and that pilgrims who 
visit the temple in Kalighat from various parts of Indig drink this water # 


(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of urging on the 
Sanitary Commissioner, Bengal, and the local authorities, the necessity for 
the prevention of the pollution of the said water with foul and objectionable 
discharges from the Russa Distillery in the district of the 24-Parganas? 


’ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“(a) and (b) The reply is in the affirmative. The Sanitary Commis-- 


sioner recently inspected the distillery and his proposals are now under con 
sideration.” 4 ; 


rican No. Ix of on 3rd July, & 
to, state whether they are at present 
ig the feats stevens in selected 


“be boy- scout hoveniant into schools 

lack of trained scout-masters. A Governing Body entirely 

has been constituted to guide and control the 

Rowenta Hoe is eye by the idea of 

the value vi rt and initiative is recognized 

discip line to which the boy-scout voluntarily submits. State 
with. huss ideas, and Government, while anxious that the 
be ‘encouraged under the competent guidance and  controi 
, are not prepared to take any ares part’in its expension 

proposals are made by the Gove Seoty. Government. 
tion with that body, considering how far it can assist _ 

of scout-masters. At present nog Sop troops have been 
ee. in aren to aig drawn re territorial ar areas in the 


‘the. ‘Beckctaria! ihe to the question ae 
water in rural areas since the : mformal "" 
“onfeen held i in Darjeeling in October, 1912, ; 
wing the number of tanks excavated at the 
and local boards of the Pre&idency in 
the public works cess gana 


by the: district boards tiring the : 
p amounté-of thie public nage cess, A 























_ those who are still under detention 


: Turnished the usual seourity. “+ 





oy available for consumption in 


im (a) Government have no reason to suppose 
of food pore required for consumption per 
or less than the av uantity so requi fe ue 
estimated that one-fif of aitoki of fend ey aah ni per-he 






By the: Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: ad . 
ta * eae 


Will the Government be pleased to state dante of 
have been set. at liberty during the last tasty months and the 










Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:—_ 


“The number of persons interned under, the Defence of India 
have been released from its restrictions during the twelve — COI 
from the 1st August, 1918, is 423. The number of perso 
Defence of India Act on the 31st July, 1919, 9, incladyng those in ns 
is 842. Of these 119 have been or ered to be-released bsduisicier! T 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datisr— 


16. 

+ Are the Government considering the desirability of 
under the Articles of Commerce Ordinance, 1914 (IX of 1914), 

proueies of the Emergency“Legislation Continuance Act. 1915 ( 
a3 eer the = of rice in me districts of bs anata Chitt 


Avewer by the Hon’blg Mr. McAlpin:— 


‘‘ The attention of all the local officers, includi 
of the three districts in question, has been drawn to the fact ane t 
be taken under the ordinance : oe ‘Collectors to take po: ion 
stocks of rice, if there be ground of holding’ that: such stocks are ties 


-unreasonably held from the markets, and certain districts have sco anes ob 















to special attention. Government, however, are not prepared to” samee fa, 
the district in which further action ‘under the ordinance may be REA, 7 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray =a tigi 


HAY. 
(a) Have the Govertnyane “idea” as to the ave ‘gas ( 
rice and other food grains required under normal circumstances, mage, ‘ consump 


ee r head of the ulation in Bengal, as com ned with the 
ced rai As in the other provinces in 


What quantities of food head of the popula 
o -during each of the last 


compared with the seepectine uantities so pedieme in the othe 
during the corresponding : : x: 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. MeAlpin:— 








‘ad aa ‘that the, ayers 





for the population thtoaghoat Tdi, ch 
eattle; but there is ground for beainifin S85 


| 


the “ie of i Food- stuffs Gomshietonee or ae 
nt of India, to treat Bengal as a “ surplus province ’’ and to allow | 
‘rice therefrom to the other provinces and foreign countries, arrived 
ion with the iarritoresmagie of Bengal! 


—@ Tf s0, when was the said said decision come to, and upon Biigae : 
mion on alt part of “the Local Government, or the Director o Civil | : 


Wet use Mie deed Ei Gad nced tect cv tas Dincokes 


eer he sch cman took ‘place, to show that Bengal held Lee 
of rice ; 


( halon any fi: a paid t to the statistics of the last few years showin 
the the rice in Bengal per head of the lat fe yours sh ving 
plier requirement for consumption, and to the failure 
crops pt legis as also to the diminished imports of 1918-197? 


) How. often, and on what-dates, since the above decision of the Food- 
ssioner, have the Government of Bengal intimated to the Food- 
Commissioner their opinion sgn the rice ,position in Bengal? 


sak (68) Did the: Local , Government in any of these communications aidvo- 
eee 8 capes Bengal? If so,-on what. datest.. 


eae Hon'ble Mr. MeAlpin:— 


aed () The question assumes that on § some definite date it was 
) paceeesnnen gf India or the Foodstuffs Commissioner to treat 
Jag og province. The Government of Bengal are not in a posi- 
uestion on behalf of the Government of India or the 
8 ry Base cate but they understand that no definite date can be 
to such a-decision. On his appointment the Foodstufis Commis- 
found actually” reseed rice and he proceeded to 2 er vi 
ox e Government of Bengal were not arehelly consulted ; but 
ye eens their views, when comment was necessary. It”has already 
explained in Council that as a result of the census of rice stocks held-in 
vember last arid on a consideration of all the facts regarding the situation, 
t were a tarsee ia Bengal could not be treated asa deficit - 


) The Government of Based do not correspond officially with | 
They have, however, on various occasions and 
a intimated their opinion to the Government of India and. 
i and,as the result of a representation made to 
of India y last, the allotments for export ‘edb rice from 
og somo ceeererey each month,” : 





aa by the Hee Mr Meipn— ies 


(a) The Ditector of Civil Su spate ib under the 
Tay feido of Civil in all that concerns tht Uy) the 
for the control of the inter-provincial movements of 

d of imports of rice_ _ porartsen 20 


, and its distribution among ct 
vernment as regards garde thee Hae of 
ities within the province. _ : 


~ (b and (¢) ese sea Se His general. 
missioner: for the womol over fhe es 


(1) hold certificates iss 
dinate made to that. 


(2) to inform other Directors at what 
( Menekie aeons eaucege 8 


G10 wateh the ies oi tag oods 
hen ea aor par 
voSsueawen cee 5 : 
11) ae pe to prevent comet prin by 


= No. ro pep : : 
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; he . Questions. and Answers. 
Answer by’the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


ae (i) Exports by rail to other provinces are controlled by the Foodstuffs 
through the Director of Civil Supplies [vide the reply to the 


Hon'ble Member’s question No. 19 (c)]. Exports by sea to cther provinces or . 


to foreign countries are, it is understood, controlled through the Collector of 
Customs, is 

(i) and (iii) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the replies to his ques- 
tions No. 18 and No. 19 (c). ais "Le : 

(i) The practical effect of the control has been. to restrict exports 
- materially and to steady prices within the province. ”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— - 


21. ae : ‘ : 

_(a@) What are the formalities which an exporter in Bengal has to 
observe before he can be allowed to actually export rice either to any foreign 
country, or to any province in India? , : 

"by At what . if at all) are the Local Government or any other 
local authority consulted before such expoft is permitted ? 


aie by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— ‘ 


“ (a) As ~— export by sea, it is understood that no person is allowed 
to export unless he obtains a license from the Collector of Customs. 


As regards the export by rail of Bengal rice or uncontrolled Burma rice, 
his proper course is to arrange with some person. in a. province to which 
an allotment of rice has been made by the Foodstufis Commissioner to obtain a 
priority certificate in which his name is entered as the consignor. 


(b) This Government do not intervene at any stage in such cases. The 
Director of Civil Supplies is in a position to express an opinion when certi- 
ficates issued by other Directors are received by him for countersignature.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
eet 


_ (a) In the matter of inter-provincial movement of rice, what precise 
functions has th@local Director of Civil Supplies to perform in regard to a 
priority certificate granted by an importing province ? : 
(b) Has such certificate to be countersigned by the local Director ! 
(c) If so, is such countersignature given as a matter of course! If 


not, in what manner,.and to what extent, is the local Director permitted to 
the certificate; and upon what considerations and facts generally is 
made! ise Kit 


Export of rice. 


k 


Export of rive 


am d) On ow many occasions, and is what extent on each such occasion, 
has the Ibeal | 


1 Director exercised his powers of such variation, if any ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. MeAtpin:— 


‘ oa) () The countersignature of the Director of Civil Supplies, 
ngal. is required to every such certificate issued by the Director o Civil 

es iti any other province. ee 

| No; countersignature is not given as a matter of course. Certificates 











by the Director of Civil Supplies in order to facilitate 

signature which would otherwise be refused: they are sometimes 

1 for other reasons at the request éf, or by agreement with, the issuing 
tary i if 7 BY J > ie ; 


Export of rice, 


Licensed 
tmporters of 
urma rice, 
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Director of Civil Supplies on behalf of the latter, subject ‘to considerations 

of the inconvenience which may thereby be caused to the railway authorities. 


(@) This question cannot be answered without undue labour and expendi- 
ture.’ 


By the Hen "bie Babu ss ctsomc mad Chandra ver A) 


23. “ 
(a) Is ‘the carrying capacity of the railways. taken into comm raton 
before exports of rice are permi 


(b) Is it a fact that, within the province of Bengal, rice has lated 


“accumulated at certain railway stations in large quantitiés fo a consider- 
‘able time, for want of adequate facilities of re and has thus een 


wasted to a great extent ? + 


(c) Have the Government received any reports to this effect from any 
quarter at any time? 


(d) If not, are the Governmeitt considering the desirability of making 
inquiries froth all railway stations regarding this matter ¢ 


(e) Is there «any truth in the statement that export has often heen 
allowed under military permits for-really non-military purposes - and to 
destinations without any military stations. 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“ (a) It is understood that the Foodstufis Commissioner takes the carry- 
ing capacity of railways into account when he fixes the monthly allotment of 
rice to be exported from this province: 


(b) It is a fact that rice has accumulated at certain stations as cae 
for want of adequate facilities for uncontrolled transport; the whole of it 
could have been moved with ease under control if it had been considered 
advisable to allow certain areas to be drained of their stocks of rice by specu- 
lators. The risk that some of it might be pee was gree accepted. 


(c)_Yes. suit 9 4 
(d) No. 
(¢) Government are aware that such ‘aogubicns have been made; but are 
not in a position to state whether they are correct.”’ 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— . qi 
24, 4 m \ % 
(2) Who are the licensed bas as of Burma rice in Bengal? — 


(b) Is it a facet that only notninees of the district officers aré- permitted 
to import Burma rice from Calcutta and Chittagong into the mufaseal? : 


(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to publish the names of all 


such nominees ¢ . 
(d@) How can such nomination be séoured Re alii! ce aah 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— ; < ig ie 
““(a) The Bengal Government are not prepared : to ei the ne of 


¥ 


the licensed importers 


(b) {Uncontrolled Burma vice may. be maved fey from 


Chittagong into districts in Bengal. % 
can cnly, Hecbtin hy nmin dt ier baie 


eis a Petal IU ant PAE ESE 
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Questions anid Ans:cers. 


sys ~ (c) Government are not presen to publish the names of such nominees : 
__ they are of interestonly in the districts concerned where the information is 
_ readily availableto persons interested. 


_ _ @) Persons desiring yomination should apply to the local district or sub- 
divisional officer stating the amount vr wale and the general arrangements 
which they propose to make : they must be prepared to give adequate guaran- 
tees that they will sell at a price fixed by the district officer.” 


- By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
Will the Government. be pleased to state the®various rates at which*Burms 


rice can be sold at the head-quarters of the different district towns in 
Bengal? . 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ A reply will be given at the next meeting of Council.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


26. ‘ 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing how the 

recent census of rice-stock in Bengal was carried out, together with the results 
thereof ! . 


-- Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“A copy of the instructions of Government contained in their circular 
.No. 1-T. R. of the 28th May, 1919, is laid on the table. The general result 
is that there need be little apprehension of any deficiency of stocks of rice in 
Bengal.” . 


£ if * 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:—~ 


27. ’ _ e 
_ (@) With reference to the statement in a recent Press Communiqué 
denying that rice exported to foreign countries is utilized for non-food 
p , such as wine and starch, will the Government be pleased to state 
upon what materials has the said statement been made, so far as the case of 
export to Europe is concerned ! ‘ 

(b) Are the Government aware of the statement made in Mr. K. L. Dutt’s 
report on the prices inquiry, that distillation and manufacture of starch are 
' - among the uses to which rice exported to Europe is put! 


“Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
- “ (q@) The facts were verified by a reference to the Director of Statistics. 


+ 4(b) Yes. The statement in Mr. K. L. Dutt’s report, which refers to 
its Soca pre-war days and not to the present abnormal situation, runs as 
ae “follows i : : : 
exported to Europe, where it is used for food and for the manu- 

facture of spirits and ‘starch, and has to compete with rice of 
- . other countries and with a number of other grains, namely, oats, 
rye.and maize,and even with beet and ,potatoes’,”” ; 


” 





ae 
age 
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purposes, 


Sages "+ © A considerable portion of the surplus of India, as a whole, ig usually - 
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‘ Questions and Answers. +6 : : 
By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— “a 
28. : i 
Batablishraont (a) Are the Government considering the desirability of establishing a + 
toon. sincere division for the Eastern Bengal areas,*making Dacca the head- 


~ Bastoru Bengal quarters ; ; ; 
a \ (b) If that is not immediately possible, are the Government considering 
the desirability of posting at least a Sub-Engineer at Dacca to continue the 
work of the improvement of rivers and khals, commenced. by Rai $8. N. | 
Banerjee Bahadur ‘ si nol nighd eek) sh 


¢ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— ; ri Re E 
‘“(a) and (b) The queston has already been receiving the attention 
- of the Local Government. Should any of the prio investigated by Rai 
Sailendra Nath Banerjee Bahadur mature, then the execution of the same will 
be entrusted either to the existing permanent staff of the Public Works — 
Department or, should it be found necessary, to the staff of a special divisio 
created for the purpose. The maintenance of such projects will, it is hoped, 
form the nucleus of a permanent waterways division.’ In the cireumstances 
the desirability of posting a Sub-Engineer, as is suggested, does not arise.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— <2 x He el 4 
29. - dy 
* Gonsteuction Are the Government taking 92 ‘the construction of an earthen dam 


efadwnon preliminary to the dredging of the proposed new navigable route from Padma 
vont acl to Dhaleswari during the present financial year ? 


L Dialovwart. Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Cowley:— . * 
Be r= “ The answer is in the negative.” 
By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— 


(a) Are the Government aware that of late’the Steamer Companies, 
the pact  vé2., India General Steam- Navigation’ and River Steam: Navigation, have 
rates of the greatly enhanced the parcel rates over their portion of the journey and that 
India General = in sie Sangre charge between Calcutta and Dacca is Rs. 3-5 now in 

of Rs. 


tne place 2 formerly ? 
» Navigation (b) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such - . 


p Companies, steps as may be necessary to relieve the hardships caused by the rise in tates t 


\ 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— : 
-  “(a) The subjoined table compares the rates at. present in force as 
compared with the previous rates :— : =i 


, PAncet NoT EXCEEDISG— — “Be: sy 
| : (a 
, 10, srs. bd sts. get By * 7 Ate 
: Rs, a. Rea. Rs. a ie e; 
Previous to 1st June, 1919—~ ; : mT a 
Calcutta tv Dacca... ne ihe 0 38 ao sarees WAL 2 0, ~ 
“Brom tat June 1919-— Re donee : Rie , NS 
Rail— a eens | Mawes es. | 
k Calcutta to Goalundo and Naraiiganj. to " a ie pi hcet DES Ye 
\ Dacca ‘ a ves Secsas 08; 8 Oi ace tees 
Steanier— - ‘ me Ga A 
3 Goulundy to Narainganj’ te ie 010 OBB Aer digs 
T 2 Dit po eee 





c and oo eae ; 
| + U necessary or desirable oe 


\ aored the people at Dacca _ ais 
tiny Gia poo i avabpur road pt “Sus conned 
passing of t ns ¢ ret closing to. 


the desirabiity of removing” this cmt pa 


SoS he mc ee that Sr : 


fe 


ar oud at Dass asd it ba ee 
way —— ate rapes 


of an overbridge must, however, necessarily depend . 


; gn 
| the design adopted for the general remode' of the station mh manic 
the Railway authorities also have Under mpiling of . . 


oe Sri Nath Ray Bahaur— 


Z 


orp E 


(@) that the waits room for Somiihed of ‘te third and intermediate fitg-o0m , 
_ lass passengers at the Dacca railway station is very small; cata 


(i) that the female ppecenaets fae 5 are put to great inconvenience for bee 


want of pi i accommodation and often are obliged to 
; Cindewe outsi shat room exposing themselves to theinclemency - 


derstood that, bhi Tstue Bengal’ Railway patois re- 
\iting-room accommodation provided for inter- 


in Dacca railway station is insuffi- 


wa 


a under sy the Seining third class 
mi room for intermediate cla: femal rs an. 
: douible the accomme fasion, for pen use‘of thin 


¢ sibiesis aie baoncoail moi ; 
soe a om eles 












 Clditions and Answers, = A 
bie | (0) it dni i abpeang la oF lak ea 
Bie ss ee ee ee 
‘ the press ? : 
\ i phone (c) If the answer be in the affirmative, have the » Government ; 
ae the serious inconvenience likely to be caused to the public by the 
Bee the ese! Depot from the edit’ of the metropolis to an out-of- “the-way p 
airs a subur 
(d) Are the Govakiaed aware of the adverse effect on the cash ia ot cae 
i ; Government publications on account: of such removal ¢ mt 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— ; vig 
2 “(a) Yes. 8s Fags eae th 
“wy Yes. +: 

(c) and (d) It .is not anticipated that any serious inconvenience “will re 
caused to the public by the removal of the Book Depét to Chetla. The cash — 
sales amount on an average to Rs. 72 per day, and the average number of 

_ purchasers is about 17 a : Government will, however, consider whether 
some arrangement is feasible under which no ground of complaint will be- 
given. + es 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
= 4 J 34. i 
ae Teaco (a) Witl the Gorse be pleased to state. when the ‘‘ Rules anc 
© The Educntion Orders of the Rangel Education Department ”’ wifl be availabie for sale to the 
Departrient, public? a 


; (v) Will the Government be pleased to state why the Annual Reports of. 
ae, the following institutions, pee at the Bengal Secretaria: Press, are nov 
_ available for sale to the pub é 


(1) Hastings School, Alipore, 
(2) Medical College, Calcutta, 
(3)ePresidency College-and the attached schools, Calrutta, 
(4) Bethune College, Calcutta, 





» 


ye 


My % (5) Sanskrit College, Calcutta, and ; sae 

oy (6) Hooghly*College, Hooghly. : ‘a 
he = Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— — Be Rs ia 4h “s es 
a i : “(a) The ‘rules and orders * will be ‘available for ame to Pe, public 
se ; by the end of this month. 


(b) A limited number of copies of this reports ats hitherto! coos 
sciliindl partly because there is no demand for them and party from motives — 
of economy. In future a sufficient number will be cai and some ce 
will be kept in the Book Depét for sale.”’ ~*~ 








‘ 


a By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— a 


~ 


35. ; 348 aM 
(a) Are the Government aware of the ao ee “the 20 
‘containing statements to unstarred questions, Nos mae 


the last meeting of the Council have not as been : “areas cs 
in spite of several reminders duly sent og fen natal 


b) If so, will the poles be net aoe 
takin the matter ie ‘ 





i ae ots 















Scien Sealine the advisability of— 
such statements-on the Council table fut 

ing henna et table; in future and not a 
i them in the Proceedings of the Council; ave’ : e 


) furnishing a printed or typed copy of the com lete answer to an 
. unstarred question, containing the statements, to the fe aia 


tioner on z of the Council ti 
“cwmath the Council Res? ena At Sone 
: ¥ % 


















py end: Hon'ble Mr. Kerr:— 


(a) and (0) The Hon’ble Member was supplied with copies of these 
‘statements on the 30th July, 1919. The reason for the delay was that the 































tements were very lengthy and took some time in printing. ‘: x 

aati (c) ) @, i om (tii) In view of the extra expense involved in printing pis 

D ge aey voluminous statements, it has been the settled practice of the Ny 

_ Councit for some time past ordinarily to lay on the table, and to print in the Sam 

T of the Council, only such statements as are of reasonable length. : | 

Sat % When the answer to a question refers to lengthy reports or communiqués AB =) 
my which have already been ici in some form or other, the Hon’ble Member re 
is usually furnished wi y. thereof, and copies are also placed on the gas 

_ library table and in the Pree] oe in Writers’ Buildings. ra 

+ In the case of lengthy reports, which are only of interest toa limited ae 

a: umber of persons, the nai Hien is to show the Hon’ble Member concerned the ~ Ae 

A Tepes oh in original, and to place a yo on the library table. This was done ae | 

rs in the present case on the day of the Council meeting. ; ie 

- There is precedent in other Councils for-the practice a out above, and i 

His ‘Excellency the President sees no reason for making a change.’ oh 

By te Hon‘bie Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— wi 

> a 

"Win the Government be feast to state the percentage of appointments Percentage of 

Sere for the different communities ‘ia the “ae division of the Bengal eppoleueneey ints 

iat 1 the different. | 

communities — oo] 

ere | 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Magis the Bengal 4 





ie -* The: Hon’ ble Member is referred to rule 21 of the Rules for the Regu- 
pointment in the Clerical Service of the Secretariat of the Gov- ft 
8 copy. at whichis laid on the library table.”” hee | 

+ ie . 





t win thd avecartaait be pleased to lay on the table a_ statement nc 
names of estates under the Court of Wards and Government Curt iad 
in which the audit is amade by private parties and not by cara er 
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; Questions and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
@) Is it a fact that one Kailas Chandra Namasudra, of village 


3ayek, police-station Nabinagar, in the district of Tippera, died of starva- 
‘tion on the 18th May, 1919 ¢ 


(b) Is it a fact that the village chaukidar, Raj Kumar Dey, of the Bayek 
Union No. IT. reported officially, in the ordinary course of his duties, that the 
death was the result of starvation ¢ 


(c) Is it a fact that the said chaukidar has since been suspended 4 


(d) Is it a fact that he has been suspended for stating in his report that 
the said death was due to starvation? If so, who is responsible for this order 
of suspension ¢ 


(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of making a full 
inquiry into the matter and of publishing the result of the inquiry ¢ 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— ‘ 

““(a) It is not a fact. 

(b) “Yes. 

(c) Yes. 


(d) The chaukidar was suspended by the subdivisional officer of Brah- 
manbaria for making a false report. The chaukidar admitted to the sub- 
divisional officer that he knew that his information was false and that he mace 
it at the instigation of some villagers; also that the death was caused by a 
prolonged attack of fever. F 


(e) A full inquiry has already been made by two sub-deputy collectors 
and the subdivisional officer with the result given above.”’ 


. 


SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION. 


The following supplementary> question was asked by the Hon’ble 


’ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta :— 


Is it a fact that the chaukidar submitted a representation to the District 


Magistrate in which he adheres to his former statements, viz., that the man 
died of starvation; that he had actually been going without food for some 
days prior to his death ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Cumming :— 


I must ask for notice of that question in order to verify the allegations 


made by the Hon’ble Member. 


_ By the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


40. 
- (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing district 


by district, the number of — 


(i) alleged deaths from starvation, 


(i) alleged deaths from diseases directly brought on by starvation, and 


_(i#i) alleged suicides on account of the present distress, 
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Suspension of 


a chaakidar, 


Alleged deaths _ 


from starvation. 


‘that have been reported inthe press, or by private persons, the police, pancha- u 


case separately? ‘ 


a . 


aa -_-s 
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Questions and Answers. 


(b) When was the report of each such:ease first brought tothe know- 
ledge of the police, the subdivisional or district authorities, and the Govern. 
ment, respectively, and when and what inquiries were made into the cir- 
cumstances of each case, by whom, and with what results ? aR 


~ 


(c) Are the Government,aware of a Parliamentary Paper which is issued 
annually regarding deaths om starvation, or deaths accelerated by. privation, 
in the United Kingdom? fe: 


__(d) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of publishing a 
similar statement, every quarter or so, during the prevalence of distress ? 


(e) If not, what steps (if any) are the Government taking in order. to 
give prompt. publicity to these facts? i 


(f) With reference to the recent Press Communiqué on the subject of 
such alleged deaths, will the Government be pleased to lay on the table all 
papers regarding the inquiries made in each individual case # 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


(a) and (b) It is not possible to give the information required by" the 
Hon’ble Member in the manner asked for by him. The following information ~ 
is placed before the Council regarding certain of the cases noticed by Gov- 
ernment in the press :— ey 


- 


(1) Rancpur pistrict—A lleged death by suicide on account of starvation ~~ 
of one Okimon Mai, wife of one Barika Sheikh of Hitampur, police-station 
Mithapukur.—Barika Sheikh is a labourer. On the 14th June 1919 he brought 
home a jack fruit and gave it to his wife to serve him with at the time 
of breaking his roja. The fruit was carried away by a jackal. On account 
of this her husband, who it appears, was unkind to her, abused her. She t6ok 
the abuse to heart and committed suicide by hanging herself with a rope. 


(2) BakaRGaNy pisTRIicT-——(7) Alleged suicide from hunger by one 
Anaraddi of Salia, police-station Banaripara.—This man committed suicide 
to escape disgrace anda criminal, prosecution for misappropriating the 
proceeds obtained from the sale of a bullock. . d: - 


‘() Alleged death from starvation of a son of one Mafezuddi of Dosa- 
tina, police-station J halakati.—This child, aged 4 years, died of fever attended 
with diarrhoea, ;' ai gr ree 


(itt) Alleged death by suicide by hanging of a Moslem couple o Darpara 
owing to hunger.—No one in the village has committed suicide for many 
months past. The panchayat of the village denies the allegation in toto. _ 


(3) Dacca pistrict—Alleged death from starvation of one Lal Mohan 
Rishi, of Pangaon, at Wari, Dacca—The mai was" beggar. It is 
that he died of diarrhoea contracted through eating jack fruit. ‘ 


(4) MyMensincu pistrict—Alleged deaths from starvation,in A sta- 
gram.—Four such deaths were reported by chaukidars, The subdivisional 
officer of Kishoreganj made personal inquiries and\found that’ three died 
from fever and the fourth from small-pox. : 


5) Brrsuvm pistrietT—A lleged deaths rom starvation.—1 iries- 


have been made throughout the district, and so far as can be/ascertained there 
have been no deaths from starvation in the district. i 


_ (6) Napa pistrict—(i) Alleged death from starvation of one Bidhu ~ 
Muchini of village Ghurni.—She was an old leper, — about 60-years. She 
had bern eo for several eee past. She died oe meine tt is 
repo: th ath. due to starvation as.she was the rec mae 
reored that er det cold ot i er coe a pit ies ient 

- \) > a - i | 4 ay * 


~ . 
stony 
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SPT LEE Pea 7 = ' ST eS 
igo ir . . 


Parr AVA] HE CALCUTTA GAZETTH, SEPTEMBER 3, 1919.” 1128 


. 





Queshions and Answers. 


_ (ii) Alleged death from staration of one Maji Sheikh of village Shonda-+- 
This man'was a carpenter by profession and was addicted to opium and 
chandu : ng or some time past he had been suffering from fever and 
dysentery and died of it. Sus: 

(iii) Alleged death from starvation.of one Pakri Sheikh of village 
Shonda — ae could be found of anybody of this name in the village and 
no one of that name died there recently. f 


(c) Yes. 


(2) Government will have no objection to publishing, once a quarter, 
while the present high prices continue, a statement of deaths which have Deen 
ascertained to be due to starvation or to have been accelerated by privation. 


(e) In view of the answer to (d) requires no reply. 
(f) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer to (a) and (6).”’ 


a 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
ee 


ve 


(a). Isita fact that a security of Rs. 2,000 has been demanded under ths pomand of 


tte 


Press Act by the District Magistrate of Dacca from the present printer anc security from 
publisher of the Kast newspaper and keeper of the East Bengal Press where [h¢ newspaper, 


the said newspaper is printed! 


(b) If so, will the Government be phased to state the circumstances in 
which the above demand has been made { 


(ce) When was the East established, what i8 the present number . of _ its 
subscribers, what is approximately the value of the assets of the paper and the 
printing press, and were these particulars taken into consideration before the 
aforesaid order was made? eré the conductors heard by the District 

_ Magistrate before he issued the said order? 


(d) Has any’application been made to the authorities against the said 
order; if so, with what result ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:— 


“ (a) and (b) The paper has recently changed hands, and it consequently 
became necessary for the new keeper of the press and the new publisher to 
make declarations under sections 4 and 5 of the Press and Registration of 
Books Act, 1867. The keeper of the press and the publisher thereupon 
became liable to deposit security under sections 3 (7) and 8 (1) of the Indian 
Press Act, 1910, and the District Magistrate of Dacca, seeing no reason for 
exemption, fixed the amount at Rs. 1,000.in the case of each. j 


_ _ (c) The date of the establishment of the paper is not known, but it was 

before the passing of the Press Act. It is reported that there areat present 62 

subscribers. The District Magistrate, before passing orders granted an inter- 

view to the person chiefly associated with the new management of the papera, 
o information is available regarding the other particulars mentioned im the 


‘al No such application has been received either by the District: Magis- 
trate or by Government.” “a ie cai 
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; ; Guskioas and Afiswers. 


By the Hon'ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— *-. Sy Re 
. 42. - eli 
Btoamers (a) Are the Government, aware that the steamers of the pare lines 
Higlite at peri are often run in the night without proper lights in the rooms allotted to the 
on cortain different classes of passengers, namely :— en : 


sr (7) the line of steamers running from Dacca. to Manil:ganj and from 


there to Elashin; and y 
(ii) the line of steamers running from Tarpasa to Madaripur and from 
there in various directions, including Barisal. ~ 
(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of holdifig§ ar 


inquiry into the matter and, if necessary, of issuing instructions to ‘the 
Steamer Company to make the necessary improvement ? 


. 


v 
“ 


S, Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


“ (a) Only sufficient deck lights are provided for passengers to-see their 
way about the after-decks, companion ways and alley ways. Passengers 
occupying cabins are entitled to a light and any failure to provide such a 
light would be taken up at.once, if reported to any of the Companies’ 
sthcers. While vessels are under-way no lights are allowed on the forward- 
deck as this would be prejudicial to safe navigation. 


(b) Government do not consider it necessary to hold any inquiry into 


the matter.” ; x 
~ By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— ae r 
~ 43. 
Primary . (a) Are the Gevernment aware of the decision of the Government 


education in of Bombay to contribute half the total actual cost, per annum, of primary 


7a education, whether voluntary or compulsory, in municipal areas? 
(b) Ave the Government considering the desirability of making more 
! liberal grants in the case of those municipalities which may desire to introduce 
be _. eompulsion but are prevented from doing so in consequence of financial 


difficulty ¢ ” 


(c) Are the Government. aware of the programme of the Government 
of Bombay to provide, during the current year, aboyt 500 schools in villages 
which have a population of one thousand and over and which were till recently 
without any school, and about one hundred more schools in villages having 
a population of 500 and above , which also had no schools? ; 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


(a) Under the rules framed by the Government of Bombay, under the 
Bombay Primary Education Act 1 af 1918, that Government is to bear one- 
half of the actual expenditure incurred by a municipality for providing free 
and compulsory primary education in a given year except in special cases 
se aghere Government may decide to make larger grants. 


~ 


° “ ye 
- (b) Commissioners of Divisions and the Chairman of the Calcutta Cor- 
~ poration have been asked to submit returns and programmes for providi 
primary education for all children aged 6 to 11 likely to attend voluntari 
also for all boys between the ages 6 to 10 together-with an estimate of cost 
for each of these programmes and a statement of gram teria Sts wultaad 
cost can be'met. The question of making grants to municipalities, / 
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Questions and Answers: 


desire to i uce compulsion but are prevented from doing go ‘in » conse- 
quence of Persist difficulties, will be considered on receipt df these plate. 
ments, upeer section 17 of the Primary Education Act the municipal 
commissioners may levy an educational cess with the sanction of Govern- 

-ment*if the combined contributions from Government and the municipality ~ 
are not sufficient to cover the expenses. ; 


* ‘ vv . . . * * 
: (c) Government have no information, but inquiries are being made.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
44, al 


~ (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a recent case in the 
Caleutta Police Court in which two employees of the Indian*® Subordmate 
Medical Department attached to the Indian Station Hospital at Alipore were 
prosecuted at the instance of Rajendra Prasad Barma of the Moochipara 
thana for an alleged incident of the 4th March last? 


(b) Tf so, will the Government be pleased to state the facts and circum- 
stances of the case t 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:— 


““(a) and (b) The two persons referred to were arrested in Bow Bazar 
Street at midnight on the 4th March on a charge of being drunk and disorderly, 
and quarrelling with a woman of the town, They were released on their 
own recognisances, and were eventually acquitted by the Magistrate. They 
subsequently represented that they 4 gone to the Mochipare police section 
to »yhone for an ambulance to remove a cholera case, and that they had 
been abused and ill-treated by the sub-inspector and compelled by threats to 
signablank paper. An axticks relating to the case also appeared in a vernacu- 
lar newspaper, in which it was alleged that the sub-inspector was in the habit 
of drinking. An inquiry has been held by the Deputy Commissioner of 
Police in charge of the South District, who found that there was no reason 
to believe that the sub-inspector was drunk, and that the evidence regarding 
ill-treatment was discrepant and unreliable. He thought it was probable that 
one or both of the men was under the influence of liquor, but that the arrest 
was unnecessary as they were not incapable of taking care of themselves. 
The Deputy Commissioner also found that one of the two men had actually 
used the telephone before his arrest. The sub-inspector has been censured for 
making*an unnecessary arrest ina petty case and for having submitted an 
inaccurate report regarding the arrest.”’ 


\ 


Prosecution of 
two employés 
of the Indian 
Station 
Hospital at 
Alipore. 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— : " 


45. F 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the exact orders regarding 
the move of Under-Secretaries and the Officers of the different Departments 
of the Secretariat with His Excellency the Governor annually to Dacca 
_ and Darjeeling! = 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the period spent by each 
~ Under-Secretary at eponl ici, Poe the last three years and the period 
they were entitled to remain ere under standing orders ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’blé Mr. Kerr:— 

: “ (a) Under-Secretaries are permitted to be in Darjeeling for eight 
weeks Wee . while Government are in residence there, but thes period 
may Hegre. 9 with the sanction of Government when necessary in the 


= 


Move of Under. 
Secretaries and 
Officers of 
Government ti 
Dorjecling and 
Dacca. 
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interests of ty wk Unider-Secretaries do not ordinarily 
to Dacca, Owing»to the increaseof urgent and 


Governmnt 


since the outbreak of the war, the Political Under-Secretary has 
the Chief Secretary both to Dar. rjeeling and to Dacca and has remained at: 


those places during the whole o 








confidential work 
panied 


hief Secretary’s stay there. © sgh 


The Secretariat staff taken to Darjeeling and Dacca and the periods for> 
which they remain at those places me with the requirements of the work — 


from time totime The greater part o 
out the year. 


Darjeeling during the last three years is laid on the table.”’ 


the staff remains,in Calcutta through-— 


(b) A statement showing the period spent by each Nanas ig: 


ah 


Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Kerr to Question No, 45 
asked by the Hon'ble Mavivi A. K. Fazi-vi-Hag at the Council Meeting 
of the 12th August, 1919, showing the period spent at Darjeeling by the 
Under-Secretartes to the Government of Bengal, during the years 1916,. 


- 1917, 1918. 


Under-Secretary, Judicial, Political and! Master 
ment Sn Bere 


Under-Secretary, General and Rane Depart 
ments, ave 


~ * 
Under-Secretary, Financial Department 


Under-Secretary, Public ire eae. ramps! A 
and Buildings) te 


Under Seoraary,P Pablic Works nh a mage oe he 
tion 


t 
= 
ae 
Under-Secretary, Revenue Department 
| ae 


Additional Under-Secretary, Judicial, 2 ane an 
alles res eaves 4 


Year. 


1916 
1917 


1918 


1916 
1917 
1918 

1916 
1917 
1918 


1916 ~ 


1917 
1918 


1916 


1917 
1918, 
_ 1916 
1917 


1918 ; 


“1916 
1917 


Period of stay 


in dag 
120 
131 


120 


97 
sd 
67 
80 

- 30 

4 

3: 
73. 
me 


Nil 


~ Nil 
Nil. 
48 

. Nil 


Nil 








waht ey Pt FNS TA? 3° ¥ : . 
S ; < . 


+ 


Panv IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 3, 1919. _ 1197 








ee 


j : P Questions and Answers. . - 
‘By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
ge Sie | 

What special precautions, and special steps for extending medical relief, _ Extevsiowof 


have been or are contemplated to be taken in rural areas in’ view of the {redicsbreliet © 
recrudescence of influenza ? : 


> 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


* “The Government of India have recently addressed the Local Govern- 
nent on the subject of preparing to cope as far as possible with this disease, 
should there be any recrudescence of the epidemic upon a large scale this 
year. ‘The following precautionary measures have been taken :— 


- (1) A communiqué has been pritished in the press, regarding nasal 
douching as a personal prophylactic. 


(?) Civil Surgeons have been requested to furnish prompt information 
of any outbreak. 3 


(38).A memorandum suggesting preventive measures against the disease _ 
.~ has been sent to all local bodies, who have also been asked — to 
take immediate steps to organise a plan of campaign. 


(4) Civil Surgeons have been asked to take steps to oo staff 
and eapment where necessary—in particular by preparing 
lists of private practitioners, who would be available and will- 
ing to accept service, if required. 


(5) 5,000 doses of influenza vaccine have been obtained and 10,000 
more have been indented.for.’’ 


M 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— \ 


. Aarti 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the. maximum number of Admission of 
° students into 


students admitted into the first year classes of the Dacca College during the jh¢ pac 
time Mr. Archbold was the Principal ? Gollege. 


?) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there was a reduc- 
tion from that number in the year 1918 and a further reduction this year? 


“(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the numbers admitted 
during these two years? 


_. (@) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there has been a 
reduction in the staff,of Professors in the Dacca College from what it was 
«during the time of Mr. Archbold? ‘ 


__(¢) What is it now? 


_-_ (f) If there has been no reduction in the staff, will the Government be. 

leased to state the reason for the reduction (if any) in the number of 
students admitted into the first year classes of the Dacca College? ge 
Tia bee ee “1 


wes: 


aw 


“> 


The climate 
of Comilla. 


‘ 


¢ 


‘ 


 eonly 60 students. The maximum number of students in the 


pS ; oe eA ane. «to. e 


. 


. es 








sa ee = 





4 Questions and Answers... i 
ee many Combinations have been abolished, in spite of the fact that there 
1as been no reduction in the staff of Professors on those subjects?” se a 

(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for their 
abolition ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— : 
“ (a) The maximum number of students admitted to the first year class 


” 4 4 ia ; 
(g) the Government be pleased to. state whether this year and last 
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‘in the time of Mr. Archbold was 283. This was in 1917, which was an excep- | 


tional year. In the previous year only 204 were admitted and in 1914 


(6) and (c) The numbers admitted in 1918 and 1919 were 196 and 191, 


respectively. , 2 
(2) and (e) There has been no reduction in staff. 


(f) By the abolition of the Arts courses with Chemistry the first year 
class has fallen.into two distinct divisions of Arts and Science students. The 
latter all study Physics, for which there is laboratory mpi gre for 

first year class 
has, therefore, been fixed at 180, 100 reading for the Intermediate Examina- 
ion in Arts and 80 reading for the Intermediate Examination in Séience. 


(g) In 1918 certain courses were removed from the list of those admis- 
‘ sible to students at Dacca College. 


(h) On general educational grounds it was considered by the Principal, 
with the advice of the staff, to be inexpedient to allow students who had no 
interest in Science to take up Chemistry for the Intermediate Examination 
without any other Science subject and with the sole object of securing a 
higher aggregate of marks in the Examination. The discontinuance of the 


«courses has also had the very desirable effect of simplifying the time-table and 


._thue reducing the time spent in the College by students in waiting between 


ectures. 


“ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— | 
48, - fh SER 


(a) Are the Government aware that the climate of Comilla’ has 
“deteriorated very considerably during the ast five years and that it is 
steadily deteriorating from year to year ! 2 


(b) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been “expressed 
that the introduction of water-works is essentially necessary to improve the 
sanitation of the town 4 ; 


s 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability _of ng an 


inquiry as to what steps are necessary to retain the old sanitary canter of 
ils ae Bibs 


the town ¢ 


. - 
oy = 


~ ~ 


Pia Ca ‘ ‘ / 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


* 


*{@, The statistics available do not support the view that the health of 


Comilla, has deteriorated very considerably 


‘ > —s 
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‘ ha , “ unmions and Answers, mye Pi 
ite of the oytbreak of influenza in 1918 there was an increase of little ‘ore 
than 1,000 admissions at the dispensary and the recorded death-rate for the 
year was less than half that of the town population of Bengal taken as a — 
whole, : ae 
(0) Yee. e | | ; 
. ” : sy ~ 
(c) No.2 . 


By the Hon'hle Babu Brojendra Kishor Rey Chavdburi:— 
(@) Are the Government aware of a memorial, dated the 13th May, 1919, gharcoat aupply 
addressed to the Conservator of Forests, Bengal, by certain forest contractors in Durjecling. 
and sardirs of Darjeeling regarding the circumstances in which the monopoly bn, 
of the charcoal oun y in Darjeeling has been given to one Mr, Freer, and 


containing grave allegations against Mr. Baker, Deputy Conservator .of 
Forests ! = 


* 
(6) If-so, will the Government be pleased to state what inquiries, if any, 
have been made into the said allegations and the result thereof ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAipin:— 


“ (a) Yes. 


(b) Inquiries have been made through the Conservator of Forests; and 
Mr. Baker has been given permission to prosecute the memorialists for the 
defamatory statements contained in the petition.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
‘ a Rees 
50. . 


In regard to the question of the spread of education among women, will Spreal of 
the Government be pleased to state whether any attempt was made to recruit gong 
Yemule teachers: for girls and women from the orthodox Hindu community! women, 
If so, when were these steps taken, and with what result { 

; ee ‘ . 


s 


Adiwer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ Tn 1908 a training school for Hindu widows was started in Calcutta. 
Sixteen stipends of Rs. 10 each are awarded punuely at this school and there x 
isa proposal for increasing the number. Orthodox Hindus were at first very : 
‘reluctant to enter this school, but it is reported that this reluctance is rapidly 
disappearing. There is also a training class attached to the Eden . igh 
School for girls, which is at present attended by 6 students of the orthodox 
* u community. Since 1910, 19 orthodox Hindu teachers have passed out 


i of tits class and 15 others had partial training. The difficulty has been that 
such orthodox Hindu ee as come for training are generally notyqualified 


— hodox J . If young,enough they are admitted into high 
et ap pon a AE. the sthigite standard for training. 


tips ~ to oe 


The case of” 


fulyinapoctor, 
Dakshina 


Ranjan Ghosh. 


Medical 


inspoction of 


school childron, 


et arn ewes 








ee ae : ‘ oo ae eee 

i Pe (Questions and Aindbon. pa k= pei 
Inspectresses of schools insist upon the employment of dined teachers _ 
when such are available, and it is epee that no i train tenchet has ! 
difficulty in securing employment.’’ ’ 


. ‘ott, : 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


‘61. 


' (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a suit in the court — 
of the Munsif of Jamalpur (Mymensingh) in which a Marwari trader has 
recently succeeded in recovering, together with damages, an amount from sub-. 
inspector Dakshina Ranjan G ‘osh, which the former had to pay to the, latter». iv 
as the price for his release from arrest in connection with a criminal case in | 
which another Marwari bearing the same name was ‘ wanted’! —— 


(6) If so, will the Government be pleased. to state the circumstances of 
the said suit, together with the'findings arrived at by the Munsif, and whether 
any departmental aebion is contemplated to be taken against the said sub- 
inspector? — 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:— 
“ (a) Yes. 


(b) A copy, of the Munsif’s a: pak is placed.on the library table. The 
defendant. sub-inspector has appealed against the decision. .The question of 
departmental action will be considered after the appeal is disposed of.”’ 


7 


+ 


“By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


52. 


(a) In view of the good results obtained by medical inspection of school 
children in the Punjab, Bombay, Bihar and Orissa,’and Assam, as stated in 
the Bureau of Education’s publication on Indian education in 1917-18, page 
7, are the Government considering the air of introducing a system ‘of 
medical inspection of school children in Bengal? — 


(b) How many first-aid classes are there in the high | schools of the Presi- 
ency ¢ 


“ 


i by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


““ (a) The Government of India have been ‘addressed for the creation of 
a post of Deputy Sanitary Commissioner as an experimental measure for five 


' years to inspect school abet and hostels fyom the sanitary and front 


point of view. He will also be in charge of the medical inspection of school 
children, make special studies of the diseases to which chil are se 
ee liable and suggest suitable measures for their prevention. . wick 


(b) There are 18 such classes in the high schodls 9 of the Presidency at 4 
the moment. Classes in other schools are being started np gt 
as ‘ : yeh c — of 2 


: hia ee Faas 
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eo eeue The Caloutta Cruelty to Animals Bill, 1919. 


os ‘ Sir Henry Wheeler. 
; LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 
| THE CALCUTTA CRUELTY TO ANIMALS BILL, 1919. 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 
consolidate and amend the law relating to cruelty to animals in Calcutta. 


He said :— sth 
_ “My Lord, the object of this Bill will probably command the approval 
“of allsof us and I, therefore, merely propose to indicate briefly how it was 


that this legislation has. come to be andertaken,.and to draw attention to 
. the more important changes which the measure will effect. 


Legislation on the subject of cruelty to animals is, of course, not a new 
thing. In fact, it is of sufficient age to havé got into somewhat of a tangle, 
and at the present. moment. in Bengal the matter is regulated by five Acts, 
three of the Bengal Council and two of the Government of India Council, 
the oldest of which dates back to 1869. In consequence, there is a certain 

~ amount of over-lapping, there is the difficulty of reference to more than one 
measuré; and there are possible difficulties of interpretation owing to the 
different wordings of the different Acts. That reason alone would have 
justified us inattempting the consolidation which the present Bill seoks to 
achieve, bufit was not wholly or, in fact, primarily, on that account that this 
legislation was initiated. Its origin is to be sought about the year 1915, and 
it will be seen, therefore, that 1t bas taken some time to elaborate it. Abouf 
1915 various remarks in reports, etc., gave rise tothe impression that the 
administration of the, Acts possibly left something to be desired, and that 
the effective control of cruelty might perhaps be improved. ‘The Government 
of that date remitted the consideration of the matter to a small conference, 
over which the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Beachcroft presided, and on which. there 
were several gentlemen interested in the subject, among them, I think, 
the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq. ‘That conference held various meetings, 
and submitted a report, which dealt with someznatters of administration, 
With which we are not now concerned, but also contained some definite - 
recommendations for the amendment of the law, ‘The principal of these 
were as follows. The commitiee thought that the law might be made more 
effective on the subject of overloading—the driving of animals with excossive 
loads--and they contemplated a system of weigh+bridge stations at various 
places. to, whieh, carts could be taken, if suspected to be overloaded, and 
weighed ; in the event of the load proving to be exeessive it was suggested 
that the excess burden should be taken off the cart and kept until the 
wner came and took it away. -The justification of the proposal is obvious ; 
it is no relief to. a wretched weary animal to send it along the rest of its 
journey with an excessive load. 


Another recommendation had reference to the working of unfit animals, 
and the appointment was proposed of vertorinary inspectors with power to 
send such animals to an! infirmary to be detained there until the veterinary 
officer in charge was satisfied that the animal was fit to be discharged. 

~ For this, I think, the justification is equally clear; if an animal is to 
derive any good from being sent to an infirmary, it- should be detained there 
‘until it is cured. | ~ tia. 
Inthe next proposal'it was sought 10 make the liability of owners: and 
 -eontractors wider in respect of the driving of-unfit animals and the workihg 
of overloaded animals, the implication being that these were the people 
who wero, in fact, deriving pecuniary benefit from the act of cruelty. 


* Lastly, they-desired to see the law on tho subject of the objectionable 
¥ __ Practice of phuka made more stringent. oa : 
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The Caleutta Cruelty to Animals Bill, 1919. : Ase 

- = Str Henry Wheeler. ; aa 
These were their proposals, and after they had been discussed with the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and various other autho- 


rities a Bill was drawn up. That Bill was again referred to the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, to the Caleutta Corporation and to 


tlie European Association, which had taken ‘an interest in the subject, and- 


after their replies had ‘been received and considered, the Bill was put into 
final form and ultimately went through the different stages of sanction by 
the Government of India and reference tothe, Secretary of State prior to its 


sintroduction to-day. That, Sir, is the history of the measure and altliou he 


T have already mentioned its principal clauses I will run shortly through the 
detailed clauses themselves drawing attention to one “or two points of 


interest. 
’ 


In the first place, the “Aet will only apply immediately to Calcutta, 
although, hereafter, if need be, it may be extended to other areas, { 


In clause 5 which defines: various kinds of cruelty, we propose two 
small changes, viz.,to make it an offence to keep an animal in_a_ position 
involivng unnecestary pain or suffering, and, again, to declare the infliction o 
the suffering of thirst to be a form of cruelty. a ay 

Clause 6, as regards“overloading, and clause 11, as regards the working 

of unfit animals, deal with the matter to which I have already referred, viz., 

the extended liability of traders, carriers and contractors, or those employed 
by them, for acts of cruelty done to animals belonging to them or. in 
their use. . 


Clause 7 deals with the phula process. 


«Then we come to a series of clauses—14, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21, in 
particular—which have reference to the. system of -weigh-bridges which 
{ have outlined, and. the taking of over-loaded carts to them; also the 


unloading of excess loads and the keeping of them at the weigh-bridge station 


a 


" opinions -at the beginning of the cold weather. when it 


until the owners remove them ; while, incidentally, provision is 8 for 
power to dispose of excess loads as, unclaimed property under certain— 

tions. Clause 25 has reference to infirmaries and allows an animal rey a 
kept there until it is declared fit for work. 


tho 
Bo 


_ Clause 26 is of importance, and gives power to direct the destruction of 
animals whose sufferings are so great as to justify that step, or if unfit for ~ 


work owing to old age or incurable disease, while sub-clause (3) gives power 


to a police officer to kill an injured or a diseased animal on a certificate of a 
veterinary inspector. That follows an English statute, and it is a ‘power. 


which is both merciful and humane. 


ye 


Tn clause 30 we have the usual rule making authority. conferred ,“ané Fa 


eae he 


clause 31 a power of delegation is given to any person or local authority. - 


Incidental to that, in clause 36, the right is given to local authorities 


exponding their funds on matters connected with the. administration sof “2 ; 


Ac 4 F ss & he bd) 
Those, Sir, are the main clauses of the Bilt, and I think the “yi 


formost of them is fairly clear on their face. The Bill I now s 
tountroduce will be circulated in the,ordinary course, and we » 


Select Committee. ' ine Misa es es a 
if ‘ , t bar ae, 
The motion was put and agreed to, 9) ge 
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jh Resolutions. ; 


* 


Rai M. G. Mitra Bahadur. 


RESOLUTIONS 


oy 


(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general jrublic interest). 


2 gan LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4, 
‘The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved the follow: 
ing resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a qualified 
Indian be appointed as the Director of Agriculture for Bengal at an early 
opportunity. # f 


He said’:— 

“My Lord, I have carefully gone through the resolution No. 631 T.—R., 
dated the 7th June, 1919, by Your Excollency’s Government on tho subject 
of ‘certain aspects of the “Organization and Policy of the Agricultural 

_ Department in Bengal’, as published in the. Calcutta Gazette, dated the 11th 
June last. I was present at the University Institute, Calcutta, on the 28th 
March, 1919, when Mr. G. 8. Dutt, 1.c.s., Collector of the District of Birbhum, 
delivered an instructive lecture based on practical experience on the subject 
of a ‘ Practical Scheme of Agricultural Organization.and Rural Reconstruction 
in Bengal’. ‘The object of my moving this resolution is for the successful 
administration of the Agricultural Department. The question as to the 
selection of the proper man to fill up the post of the Director of Agriculture 
for Bengal, therefore, requires a very careful consideration of Your Excel- 

» leney’s Council. It has been rightly held by some eminent members of 

the Royal’ Commission on the Publie Services in India that ‘ Agricultural 
education in India cannot reach the highest stage of development until Indian 
agriculture has been thoroughly studied and surveyed by competent scientific 
experts’, As the Indian Civil Service does not connote any special training 
in Indian agriculture, a very large majority of the members of this service, 
spooning in the .case of one or two Indians, are not trained oxperts in 

‘agriculture ; but it iy a matter of surprise that the Directorship of Agri- 

culiure was for a long time reserved for the European members of tho 

» Indian Civil Service. It is, however, a matter of satisfaction to note that 
me Indian Ciyil Service supplied a most useful body of public servants. ‘The 

dian Giyil Service was: mainly organized to supply higher officers in the 
executive and judicial departments of the State and the schedule to the 

a) of 1861 clearly indicates the classes of posts to be specially reserved 

eIndian Civil Service. It was in 1866, that is to suy, just after the 
usion of tle labours in connection with the Bengal and Orissa Famine 
iMiamiba, that the policy of having a special department to watch over 

le interests of agriculture was first mooted. In 1870 Lord Mayo took up 

. this, er chiefly in relation to ‘the improvement of the supply of cotton 
from Tae and in 1871 tho first Agricultural Department was created. In 
~ Lord, Mayo's opinion the work of the new department was ‘to take cogni- 
~wance of all matters affecting the practical improvement and development of 
+ ¥, agricultural resources of the country ’. .* 

rE BS 3 The incial Government that took early steps in the matter, and 

Ro dered frre assistance to thé raiyats was.that of the North-Western 

‘ © Brow where in 1875, Sir John Strachey, the then Lieutenant-Governor, » 

~ strongly advocated the utilization of Court of Wards’ Estates and Govern- 
ok » mahals for purposes of investigatoin and the employment of them 

’, and, for finding out the real condition of the cultivating 
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classes. His Honour took a keen personal interest in redressing the griev- 


ances of the raiyats and sueceeded in improving their financial position and — 
made them happier. during his successful administration of the province. 


Under His Honour’s caréful supervision, the Director of Agriculture made 


local investigations in-every district, personally collected accurate information — 


~as.to the liability of each district to famine, made thorough inquiry into. 


agricultural practices of raiyats in the different districts of the province as a 
preliminary to agricultural improvement, and thas, in every way- he ‘made 
agriculture the business of his life, and he considered its practical improve- 
ment the chief duty of his office. F Sos 


The Department of Agriculture in a province like Bengal is one of the — 
public services in which the unique advantages of employing indigenous 
agency, to the fullest possible extent, in preference to foreign elements, ate — 
now freely admitted. With the facilities for technical training at Pusa, it 
should be possible to meet all the requirements of the Depariment of Avri- 
culture. ‘The time has now come when Your Excollency’s Government should 
carefully consider the question of appointing a qualified Indian as the Director 
of Agriculture for Bengal for the following amongst: other reasons :— 


Tho Director of Agriculture for Bengal will have to effect agricultural 
improyements in Indian soil, and, therefore, he must be a man who has 
devoted the best portion of his life to learn Indian, and not English agrieul- 
ture, and this can never be taught at an institution like Cirencester, Dowton 
or olsewhere. Merely going through an agricultural course of training, such 
‘as is provided. at any of the institutions referred to above, with. practical 
exporience for a year or so in a European farm, does not constitute a man a 
practical agriculturist. suitable for Bengal. Again. there are further difliel- 
ties regarding language as spoken by the raiyats and also in the matter of 
furlough and the consequent changes in tenure of the Director's office. - ~ 


‘The arguments hitherto advanced in favour of thé employment of - 
European experts for the scientific development of Indian agriculture are not 
convincing and the experiment has conspicuously failed to meet’ the desired 
effect. He may have a knowledge of English agricdlture which, if. he desires ~ 
to apply in the case of illiterate raiyats of Bengal, without carefully studying 
the existing practices and actual conditions of ‘Indian agriculture’ in the 
various districts of the province, and also having regard to the markot value of 
the agricultural’ produce and the economic condition of the raiyats, he will but *_ 
repeat some of the gravest blunders which have made’ ‘the people of Bangal 
doubt the ‘possibility of-improying Indian ‘agriculture at all throug 
European agency at the head-of the administration ‘wliore the Directgr’s — 
opinion is considered as the guiding principle of the Department. it 


im 


atteeygeg tis 


With these few remarks, I move this resolution for the consideration of! 


Your Eixcellency’s Council.’ 


ay me eevetine ea Paty Ma: 
The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— He ti: ee eee 


“My Lord, I yield to none either in my anxiety or my: desire to ‘se0 omy, 


“countrymen occupying places of trust. and honour amd responsibility under ;: 


the Government and being an agriculiunist myself I, at any rate, tak 
deal ofinterost in the agricultureof the ecuntry, but [regret to. 
otal see vit the Hon'ble Mover of thi resolution that an 
qu 


Indian, 

alified Indian, be appointed as Director of See an early 
ians « Nibofat elec , hav 

aig highs de. 
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My reasons are, in the first place, we, the In 

rit, — aeons honour as ener: ‘of righ ~ 

equality and we have always pleaded tliat there should be_ 
when the question of 


-race or colour, class or creed, wh 
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ee Resdlutions. 
| Mr. Cumming. ® 


comes up, and it will be inconsistent on our part to demand that the ques- 
* tion of raed. or colour should be one of the items of qualifieation for any post, 
under the Government. This is a minor matter. The real quostion’ is that 
the Department of Agriculture forms one of the most important departments 
of Government. Agriculture is primarily the chief mainstay of the people, 
and it should be fostered, developed and improved as much as possible. “1 
am afraid that af the’ present moment agricultural education is practically 
mil in this country. The education of my countrymen in that branch has not: 
“been sufficient enough to make us demand that an Indian be appointed as a 
Director of Agriculture. My friend has said that English experts with their 
experience of foreign lands, as for instance, England, come and tfy to 
introduce scientific agriculture into this country and have failed. 1 do 
not know what experiments were made, but this much I can say, that it is 
generally wondered how European and American agriculturists can produce 
a larger quantity of crops from an area of land than we can do. We believe 
thi system of scientific training and scientific agriculture which is in practice 
and in vogue in other countries is being looked into, and we are anxiously 
waiting for the day when such systems will be introduced in this country. 
Our education on these lines has not been sufficient, and as a consequence we 
ee with famine every year, Of course,there are other causes for famine 
md scarcity in this country than the growth of agriculture, but if we can 
introduce. scientific agricultural) methods and improve upon them, then we 
shall be able to a great extent to remove distress and make famines rare ‘in 
spite of the disadvantages under which tle eountry is suffering. I. therefore, 
think, my Lord, that the question of the appointment of the Direetor of 
Agriculture should be left entirely to exjerienced expertswho would be able 
to introduce what has been termed a‘ scientific system of agriculture’ in 
this country. But at the same time | bone and trast that Your Excellency’s 
Government will devote much greater attention to this department than has 
heen done in the past.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said :-— 


er 
“Your Excellency, the Hon’ble mover has given a general account of the 
history of the Agricultural Departmout ; but I am sorry to say that ‘in 
enunciating the principles which have governed our policy in that depart- 
ment, I donot think that be has stated them in their proper light, and 
indeed, much of what he has said in favour-of his resolution is quite irrele- 
vent to the immediate point at issue, viz., that an Indian should be appointed 
‘at an early date in place of a Kuropean. Now, what are the general princi- 
cil which should apply to the appointment of a Director of Agriculture in 
any province, and in the second place, what are the considerations which 
_ exist witly reference to. the present incumbent in Bengal? As regards the 
~ general principles, the Secretary of State, about 13 years’ ago, in 1906, at the 
~ time when the Agricultural Department was in an inchoate state, laid down 
_ that members of the Indian Civ, Service should be appointed for the initia] 
~ organization of the department ; but the Secretary. of State looked forward 
tothe time when tho agricultural service would be able, like other services, 
_ to provide its. own chief. A year later, in 1911, the dictum that officers of 
the Agricultural Department should receive a full opportunity of proving 
his 
Mr. * 





; Saad for the post was enunciated by the Government. of India, an 
many dictum was emphasized by the Local Government in™ 1916 when 
_ Mr. Milligan, a member of tho Inporial Agricultural Department, who bad 
special ience, both in the Punjab at Pasa, apart from his per- 
onal qualifications, was appointed to the post of Director of Agriculture in 
gal, Finally, in the report of the Public Services Commission to which 
Hon’ble Mover has alluded, published in 1916, it was further stated that 
to be kept steadily in view was to reduce to a minimum the 
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Resolutions. 


Mr. Cumming. Tend ‘ 


number of experts appointed in England and to train indigenous talent so. 
as to enable the department to depend on its own resources for the recruit- * 
ment of the agricultural staff in the higher branches. shy 


. SLAC 
Now, Sir, from What I have stated, two principles emerge : (1) that 
indigenous talent should be used to the utmost extent possible for the 
Imperial Agricultural Department, and (2) that’ that department should 
ultimately supply its own chief. "The complete application of - these two 
principles would obviously in time produce an Indian Director of Agriculture, 
which is the object which the Hon’ble Member himself has in view. 


Now, as regards the particular circumstances, relating to the appoint- 
ment in Bengal, what are the facts ? "The facts are that Mr, Milligan, who, 
as I have said, was appointed first in 1916, after a series of officers of the 
Indian Civil Service, as Director, was compelled to take leave-on ‘account of 
ill health. At the time of the budget debate in April last 1 expressed the 
regret of Government that they were temporarily losing the services of this 
officer by reason of bis ill health. Now, Mr. Milligan is still the permanent 
Director ; and there is no intention at present of removing him from that post. 
It is hoped that he may return reinvigorated after a period of rest. I,can 
scarcely think the Hon'ble Memper desires that thig ollicer should be ejected 
from the appointment. He has urged that European experts fail on aceount 
of their ignorance of the language, of the soil and of the conditions -of agri- 
culture in this country. Ido not think that this attack can be made on, the 
present incumbent. It is further alleged that the appointment. of an expert 
has conspicuously failed. The other Hon’ble member who addressed the 
Council did not support him on that particular point, but I think I am justi- 
fied in putting the following very brief statement before the Council in this 
connection. By the distribution of improved varieties of rice and jute, which 
are particularly due to the energies and administrative ability of Mr. Milligan, 
the province has already benefited to the extent of 40 lakhs of rupees. owing 
to the improved value of the crops produced ; and, if the present system which 
is in yogue is continued for a reasonably further period, it is anticipated that 
the net income of the cultivators of rice and jute in Bengal from this source~ 
alone will be increased by no less than 12 crores of rupees. Moreover, when 
it was suggested, or rather; when it was ramoured, that Mr. Milligan” was 
likely to return from this province to the Imperial Department at Pusa, 
towards the end of 1917, several of the Indian. non-official members’ of this 
Council inquired as to the truth ofthis rumour and as to the cause of 
Mr. Milligan’s relinquishment of the post ; and they at the same time 
expresved great disappointment at the prospect of losing an officer who had, 
in a short space of time, made himself fully acquainted with the -agriculinral 
needs of this Presidency, I put that fact against the ‘allegation made by —~ 
the Hon'ble member that the “appvintment of European experts has /con- 
spicuously failed. his view appeared in the shape of a resolution which was 
tabled for the meeting of the Council in January 1918 that measures be 
taken to place the services of this officer permanently at the disposal of this 
Government. The Hon'ble Mover who desired to move that resolution did 
not, however, proceed with it, as he said there was a difference of opinion’ on 
the subject. I take it that the difference of opinion is that which is re 

aa to-day by the views of the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem and the 
nm'ble mover. In the Badget debate of April last it will be remembered 
that I said that Mr. Milligan’s appointment had been hailed with acélamation 
when it was made, and hat I had heard golden oe s about his work 
from many quarters. » I am in a position to say that the Tgiivalantal: Depart 
ment in this Presidency has takena large step forward within the last two — 
years; and this is ina high degree due to the technical advice and vadmini. 
strative ability of the present permanent incumbent. These are the facts = 
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Rai M. OC. Mitra Bahadur. 


_ regarding the presentincumbent. ‘Chen what of the future, regarding which 
_ Thave stated that the result of the complete application ot Gcceeretal 
principles would be the appointment of an Indian Director of Agriculture ? 
Regarding the future, when ultimately the question of ‘a successor to Mr. Milli- 
an becomes a live issue, it will—I doubt not, and I advise the Council that 

it Should—be made by the selection of the -best man available for the post 
‘irrespectiye of racial considerations. ‘The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem has 
also stated that that is the principle which should govern at the prosent time 
an appointment of this nature. 3 this view, my Lord, I am not. prepared to 

: recommend tothe Council to aceept the Hon'ble Mover's resolution.” 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :-— 


. . eS « 
My Lord, I have listened to the statements which have been made 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming. The reason which persuaded’ me to come to 
the Council for the appointment of an Indian expert is simply this and 
nothing more than this—that,an Indian being a native of the soil can under- 
stand agricultural business better than a foreigner. I am fully aware of the 
fact that: Government are spending large sums of money for the improvement 
of. Reaeeiinre and I.am also aware. of the fact that efforts are béing made 
for the purpose of making the raiyats of this country happier, but. my Lord, 
4 we join issues here. Js the department so very successful as it ought 
to. be under European agency? ‘That is a matter for the consideration of 
the members of the Council. I aman Indian and, therefore, | have a partiality 
for Indians... I come forward simply on the ground that.an Indian is expected 
to do something in this agricultural country. The principles. which have 
been enunciated by the Hon'ble Mr, Cumming are principles which admit no 
doubt of consideration. On one side, it may be argued that here is an 
European agency who have got full scientific education and consequently 
such agency may »e employed for the purpose of utilizing the principles 
of agriculture. On the other hand, it may-be argued that the Indians who 
have been in the land since their birth know more of Indian agriculture 
than a foreigner is expected to do. | In such circumstances, my Lord, 
it ig for consideration whether these principles which have been enunciated 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming can be engrafted now. I submit for the consi- 
deration of the Council that the arguments which I have put forward before 
the Ccuncil may not be lost sight of. 


The Hon’ble,Maulvi Abdul Kasem bas said that he does not appreciate 
the arguments which I put. forward, I respectfully differ from him. But 
‘the simple issue is whether a qualified Indian or in other words a qualified 
+ expert is expected to manage agricultural business in a better way than 

an European. I am grateful to the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming for telling me that 
in future this matter will be considered by Government. But I have put 
- forward this resolution in the hope that it would be accepted by Government 
and that early steps may be taken for the appointment of an Indian as 
- Director of Agriculture. If Your Excellency’s Government consider that 
Indians are not fit to manage thé agricultural business, and if they say that 
_théy are incompetent men by whose eee agricultural business would 
suffer, I would respectfully ask, my Lord, who is practically managing the 
agricultural business now? If an inquiry is tobe made—and the Hon'ble 
Mr. Cumming is fully aware of the fact—it will be found that it is Indian 
3 who are managing the agricultural business in this Presidency, and 
refo ecbeapene that the Head of the Department should ‘be a practical 
turist. os Tung Ti 
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LIST OF BUSINESS AT EM No. 5. — aN RAE a ae, 


4 


The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved the following ‘evo 


tion :-— ie 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Coutteil that a- fully 
equipped Agricultural College, to be finally incorporated with the prone 
Dacca University, be established at Dacca at once. 


> 


‘ , re) 


He said :— 

“My Lord, the questions raised by this recommendation are of such an 
impor tant charapter that I do not think I need say more than a very few words 
in commending this resolution to the acceptance of Your Excellency’s Goy- 
ernment and this Council. This is the second occasion on which [ have 
ventured to draw the attention of Your Excellency'’s Government to the fact, 
that although there happens to be in the vicinity of Dacea an agricultural 
farm which has admittedly being carrying on experiments quite satisfactorily 
from the point of view even of an expert, no attempt has yet been made to 
co-ordiniate the results of these experiments and to give the students who 
resort to this experimental farm for purposes of study and learning the art 
of agriculture, any further lectures or courses of study so far as that branch / 
of the education is cofcerned, On the former occasion when this question 
was discussed in this Council I was told in so many words that the question 
of the establishment of an agricultural college at Dacca must be kept in 
abeyance till the whole question of the reform of the University of Caleutta 
had been threshed out by the University Commission and the recommenda- 
tions of that Commission had been considered by~Government. The report 
‘of the Commission is now out and I would venture to submit that the recom- 
mendations of this Commission themselves support very'strongly the case’ for 
the establishment of an agrirultural college at Dacca. 


To begin with, I take the liberty to read a few sentences. from the report 
of the Calcutta University. Commission, Vol. III, Part I, Meagan XXV., lam 
reading from page’ 119 :— BA Ss 


‘The supreme economic importance of agriculture in Bengal ‘may be 
realized from the fact that out of a total population of 46 sla, 35 Liha 
are dependent on it as a means of livelihood 


Yet at present there is not a single institution i in the province gi mt 
agricultural education ; the term does not even figure in the last Quinds 
Review of Education i in Bengal.’ 


The report goes on to say :— 


‘ An agricultural conference was held in 1888 .which urged the nec 
of educating teachers of the required kind, and a Government. sh, ani 
same year placed on the Agricultural and Ealucational Digperh weenie ‘in rina ; 
province the obligation to work out a practical scheme ‘of agricultural 
tion, * * * Among the conclusions aft he iia. of ABM 7 ibe, #5 ow ? 
ing :— 
The agricultural dagen didacals or raortitonte ehinld he Evers si ; 
the same footing as corresponding literary or scienee ae ete., in. qualify: 
ing for admission to Government. appointments, and ‘more hose 
connected with land revenue administration, asst ‘ease : 


That the diploma should eventually: vase ica ente of cortain 


appointments of ieultural penetiers in. train ‘schools, ¢ 
the Director nr lee ei ete.’ eg Shs, ify" Wihirtepriy: See 
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Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Hag. 


‘ feat? = } 4 
ee In paragraph 6 at page 121 of the same report we read as follows :— 


re THe. Universities’ Commission of 1902 expressed the viow that in a 
_ country like India, which is mainly agricultural, it would appear that agricul- 
‘tural teaching, botly ordinary and superior, should be considered as essential. 
They considered that a higher course in agriculture should consist of practical 
- and theoretical teaching in the sciences underlying or connected with scien- 
tifie agriculture, accompanied by practical training on experimontal farms, 
and that students who had completed « course of this kind in the colleges 
and passed an appropriate examination for a diploma at the end of their 
“théoretical instruction should then be drafted on toa farm controlled by ex- 
a and undergo eubsequent training for a year or more in actual farm 
_ work, { 
_.. Then following on that resolution—there was a resolution of 1904—the 
“Government of India in a despatch to the Secretary of State at the end of 
1905 defined in greater detail their genéral policy of which the salient points 
Wave been summed up as follows :— 


e * There was to be established in each important province an agricultural 
college and a research station, adequately equipped with laboratories and class 
‘rooms to which was to be attached a farmeof suitable size.’ 


“Then, my Lord, the Calcutta University Commission remarks :— 


; ‘The policy sketched out in the preceding paragraphs has, for various 
reasons, not been carried. out fully either in regard to the Imperial Institutes 
at Pusa, or in any province, least of all in Bengal.’ 


_ The result has been that the new developments left: Bengal entirely 
‘without any agricultural college, I take-the liberty of reading a fow more 
passages from the Uniyersity Commission's report. I read from page 127 :— 


- “The classes at Sibpur were closed in 1909 in view of ‘the decision to 
establish an agricultural college at Sabour in Bihar, then forming part of the 
province of Bengal. The Sabour College was -tiot opened till 1910. But 

er the territorial readjustment of 1912 Sabour’ceased to’be within the: 
Jimits of Bengal and the college is now under the control of tho Department 
of Aacicultare of Bihar and Orissa, although it continues to admit students 
ar Bengal and is under the same management as when it was the agricul- 
tural college of Bengal. The proportior of the students admissible into the 
Sabour College annually from the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, and 
Assam are 20, 17, and 3, respectively, The number of students from Bengal 
actually admitted in recent years have been as follows :— 














a 
‘3 1912-13 Tae ut eg rH 9 
ealeery 1913-14 _ eps: ai ies vas 2 
‘ 1914-15 gs ag aa a 4 
ay 1915-16 ie aehee Sc oo 9 
=> 1916-17 vb ut se a - 


SPLIEB okey ae = 4 


Save tine hk te ; : 

nsiderable proportion of the Bengal Sabour students are stated in 
years of the Bengal Department of Agriculture to have obtained 

ment appointments. 

nder the Patna University Act (1917), section 11, no Indian University 
than Patna can admit any educational institution in the province of 

‘and Orissa to any privilege whatever, and under this provision, there- 

sities- of Bengal would be presumably debarred from recognizing 

-at Sabour as forming part of  couree in agriculture. at 
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Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 


My Lord, these quotations from the report of the Caleutta University * 
Commission themselves make it manifest that so far as agricultural eduvation 
is concerned we have not got within the limits.of this Presidency jany agricul- 
tural college or univresity, and supposing we are going to have a’ University 
at Dacea, it cannot claim the privilege of recognizing or conferring degrees con 
the students of Bengal who, may resort to Sabour for purposes of study. - 
So far as higher agricultural. education is. concerned, the students of 
Bengal find one of the avenues of education absolutely shut ,1o themselves. 
In these circumstances it is only natural that the people of Bengal should 
insist that-so far as this province is concerned, suitable arrangements for 


‘agricultural education should be made at an early date.. The question 


then arises, if there is to be an agricultural college, where can that be 

most suitably located? We can think of Sibpur and its surroundings and 

we can think of Rangpur with its agricultural farms and we can also. think 

of Dacca with an experimental farm at Manipur. So far as Sibpur is con- 

corned I would say that for the western districts of the Presidency, “e., for 

the students who belong to the west ofthe Ganges there ought to be some 

sort of arrangement for giving higher agricultaral education ; but for the . 
students coming from the eastern. districts an agricultural college at Dacca | 
should, I think, be of inmense advantage to them. I haye already submitted 

that the experimental farm at Magipur possesses natural advantages for the 

purpose of agricultural education and that there are thousands of acres of 

land around where experiments can be carried on with the utmost efficiency 

and utmost regard to the requirements of higher agricultural teaching. 

In these circumstances and: with all these natural advantages at hand I 

submit to Your Excellency that it is’ high time that an agricultural college 

should at once be started.at Dacca and in'the near future when we hope to 

have the Dacca University the agricultural college can be incorporated with 

that University, which will give the Dacca University a high status among 

the ‘Universities.. With these few observations I would strongly commend 

this resolution to the acceptance of Your Excelleney’s Government.” ~ 


{ 
, 


The Hon'ble Ral Sri Nath Ray Bahadur said — 


“My Lord, I be to support the resolution moved by. my, Hon’ble 
friend Maulvi Fazl-ul Hag. Inthe year 1917, 1 urged upon this Council the 
Rroeteity of establishing an agricultural, collego and a medical pollege at Dacea, 
eventually to form part of the Dacca University, . The then Member in charge 
said in reply that there was hardly any demand for an agricultural pollege 


-here, a8 no zamindar responded to the call e upon them on this beh 


Since then T have consulted many zamiindars, specially of the Mymensingh: 
district.- Though they agreed as-to a cestitosee ct agricultural ysis. 
they did not hke to: avail themselves-of such training. Their reluctance is 
due to want of any future prospect in ‘the Goye¥nment services, besides the 
zamindar have little or no land in their khas possession upon which to fall — 
back for agricultural experiment. But. the case is different with tho jotedars 
and middle class men. ‘The former will-be directly benefited by agricultural — - 
training and for the latter it will open a new avenue. Owing té overcrowding . 
of all learned professions the middle class people are in sore need of new depart- 
ments,in which they may try to earn their livelihood, 
_ — The Government have already started abriouligral stores os in ever: district 
and agricultural officers have been appointed. The time is not Tete at when 
every subdivision will require such an officer. Every district, may,/every 
subdivision, will welcome an experimental farm at its headquarters. (An | : 
institution in Dacca will remove a great want for training qualified men to — 
at Sabonr. Bes 





take up such works. Tho nearest agricultural. ition 
Bihar, a long way off, and also the separation of Bihar from Bengal 
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ose ‘ge. res Resolutions. ee 
ts - Maulvi Khan Sahib Aman Ali ; Sir D. P. Sarbadhikavi. 


Me Greely necessaty to establish an agricultural institution in this province 

+ which is pre-eminently an agricultural province ; and Dacca already possessing 

the headquarters of the Agricultural Department with its excellent farm is 
_ the fit ; lace for such an institution. : 


—. Even. in. western civilized countries the agriculturists are loathe to 

‘adopt scientific methods, and for this reason the Governments there adopt, 

Il sorts of means to try experiments as near as possible to the 

- agriculturists’ fields. In India, where agriculture is thousands and thousands 

of [ years old, it is the more difficult to induce the cultivators to adopt modern 

_ scientific methods. 1t%, therefore, not to be surprised at if people from Bengal, 

specially from Eastern Bengal, do not-go to an institution at Sabour far away 

from their homes. With the oxisting staff at Dacca, with a few additions, a 
less ambitious institution can be started without making any heayy outlay. 


-Tt is proposed to introduce agricultural subjects in the primary courses 
too. The demand for teachers with agricultural training will grow day by 
day. So, both forthe recruitment of agricultural officers as well as teachers 
such an institution is required. But if, in view of immediate establishment 
of the proposed Medical College first in the Dacca University, which is no 
doubt a greater necessity, the idea of starting an agricultural institution be 
put off for some time, I would beg to suggest that a number of ‘stipends be 
established to enable young men to avail themselves of the samo for prosecuting 
their studies at Sabour or any other agricultural institution. -If a few appoint- 
ments are guaranteed in the beginning it is hoped that competent students 
will be forthcoming to go up for this purpose.” . 


The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Maulvi Aman Ali said :— 


““My Lord, though Eastern Bengal is an agricultural country, its present 
production is not equal to, the requirements of the people and so some sort 
of scientific education in agriculture is very essential and the establishment 
“ 5 dh agricultural. college at Dacca which is the central place is most 
desirable. The Hon’ble Mover of the resolution has dealt with the matter 
in its various aspects and so I do not like to waste the time of the Council in 
any other way than merely giving my full support to the resolution.” 


_ The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said :— ; 
“My Lord, although I anticipate some practical difficulties I desire to 
~ give the principles of this resolution my whole-hearted support. There is 
~ commendable impetuosity of my Hon'ble friend, the mover, on the part to get 
~ everything done at once. But a serious’ difficulty—is that the recommenda- 
tions of the Commission which in detail areawaiting the consideration of the 
- Government.and the educational authorities;—must take some time to digest. 
‘here. would also be the difficulty of having the teaching recognized by 
degrees so long as Dacea has not its own University and Faculty-of Commerce. 
the Government of India is not immediately giving its assent tou the sugges- 
ms of the Calcutta University for the creation of an Industrial Faculty and 
y be a question whether on the whole there may not be a Central 
rial Teaching organization with affiliated colleges in the different 
nd then there is the paramount question of finance. My Lord, 
: wspocts of the ecase- which no doubt the Hon'ble Member-in- 
‘ge will deal with and I need not labour them. For preseut purposes 
for giving the support. that” desire to give to the principles of this 
sire to call attention to the recognition by the Universities 
the absolute and supreme need of adding importance to 
ural side of | a ines With regard to the principle 








Te Bay die LIT LAT IRL BY ae Say 





142 THE CATCUTYA GAZETTE, 





Resolutions. fs gens 
Sir D. P. Sarbadhikari. Sy 


of those recommendations there can be no difference of opinion, though in 
attempting to give effect to them, Your Excelleney’s Government will — 
have to consider in detail the. administrative side of the question, I | 
congratulate Your Excellency on the prospects of your being the Chancellor — 
of two Universities—an honour which no ruler of an Indian province is” - 
likely to have soon, though the United Provinces have two Universities and 
may soon have a third. Though it may not be Your Exceellency’s fortune to 
be the Chancellor of more than two Universities, I hope the time is not 
distant when, with the pronotncement of the Universities Commission 
pursued to its legetimate conclusion, this province will have more than 
two Universities at no distant a date, for the ee aged fully needs them. | 
My Lord, even in the earlier days, when feeling high, I was ‘always 
for Dacca having a University of its own and working out its own educational 
salvation. he educational enthusiam of Dacca, of which I have abundant. 
never ceasing evidence every time I am here, fully justifies its’ having the 
promience that, this resolution desires to give it pending the adoption. of the 
Dacea University scheme. Even, I hope my friend from the West will not 
quarrel with me if, for the moment, I take upon myself tosay that the Western 
districts will be content to let Dacea have the first placo with regard to a 
proposal of this kind. We have our Medigal College, we have the biggest 
Law College of the province, we have the Engineering College and I do not 
think the West, will be so grasping as to want the agricultural college 
also when Dacca,.so badly wants developing. ‘ 

The Hon’ble Maulyi Fazl-ul-Hag has referred us to the deliberation of 
1888 and 1902. ver since then we have been awaiting for our agricultural _ 
advancement, I can quite realize what the difficulties yhave been tn the way. 
of those who had the handling of that proposition. At Government 
expense, promising scholars were sent to England and came out fully © 
equipped as agricultural experts,.and, with their agricultural training, they 
enter the High Court and Arts Colleges or fill various posts in various ~ 
branches “of Your Excelloncy's Government, Judicial and. Executive. ‘This 
was an encouraging experiment, although not. followed by encouraging 
results, for the field of practical work appeared to be limited. Government 
eannot, therefore, be blame in-making its pace too slow. But tliere haves 
been later developments and impelled by force of public opinion it was my 
good fortune to bring forward before the University a comprehensive 
scheme for Agricultural, Industrial and Technological training. se Fm 
thore was considerable initial opposition it finally died away and the Senate 
of the University whole-heartedly accepted my proposal and submitted ~ 
them to the Government of India. The University Commission had been 
appointed, in the meantime, and the Government of India naturally said — 
that, before dealing with the recommendations that have been sent up asa 
whole by the University, théy will have to wait for the recommendation 
of the Commission. ‘Those recommendations are, what I always anticipated, 
they could not help to be, an the views of the University have been_ 
supported by the Commission, There is nothing now in our way to give — 
early effect to those recommendations, and when the time for that comes, 
Idohope that Dacca shall be the first choice. Its resources days bea 
indicated—resources that may, toa certain extent, be present inthe Western 
dist ricts—but resources which are certainly not inferior to those of the Western — 
districts. T hope, my Lord, some day the facilities for travelling to Dacca — 
will be oxpedited—a resolution appears in the agenda “paper on the ANG 
to-day for that purpose. Whien that comss the Western districts will not 
have much to complain’ of. Everybody cannot havé an agricultural college 
ora medical college brought-to the front door of his house and Western 

Bengal will gladly come to the East fora time for its agricultural training. 
In connection with this. P raat and the proposals of the University for an 
y 


agricultural scheme, all \ hardly arising out of thi esir 
to associate myself fully sith htt hee fallen feom the Monble M "oa n 
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“ 5 Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
in reply to the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. At one 
time we viewed with dismay the likelihood of Mr, Milligan being transferred 
‘from the Province ; and I was one of those who did not hesitate to give 
» that feeling, I hope Me! Milligan will return soon with renewed 
our and také ¢harge of his department and Your Excellency’s Government 
: “have at their disposal assistance which will be of thé utmost importance 
in giving effect to this schame. Referénees have been made to Sabour and 
Pusa. I myself have not been able to realize why the number of students 
from Bengal has been so small there—the difficulty of having a suifable 
career ma one of the reasons. The difficulty of curriculum may be 
another. e Pusa Institute is essentially a Research Institute. In the 
college what we are thinking of, it ought to be something different, something 
‘more suited to the requirements of the province, something mor suited tu 
the openings and the careers at the end of the college training. We have 
to decide whether we want to train up agricultural experts or practical 
agriculturists or merely land stewards and Zamindari managers or potential 
members of the Agricultural Department. These are questions of more than 
detail which will have to be thought out very carefully. I am afraid therefore 
some time must elapse before the scheme can be materialized ; but whenever 
that may be, I hope Dacca will have the preference. Some of our frionds 
are good enough to show their partiality for Dacca by sending in resolutions - 
without taking caro to attend the Dacca Session of the Council for “ luscious 
fields"’-elsewhere detain them. I de not doubt that Western Bengal re- 
presentatives who have come will support this resolution in the proper 


spirit,” 
The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said : - 


“My Lord, after all that has been said In regard to this resolution, I do 
not think I should be justified in detaining the Council by any lengthy 
remarks of my own. I would only like to say that we, the people of Western 
Bengal, desire it as much as my -hon'ble friend, the mover, that-an agricultural 

- college should be establised at Dacca. ‘The conveniences for an agricultural 
college at Dacca are many and we will only be too glad to,avail ourselves of 
thé opportunity which would be afforded by that college for an agricultural 
training. J may say, Sir, that the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari anti- 

- cipated difficulties in carrying out the scheme, but I anticipate a sympathetic 
reply from the Government. What I hope and trust is that Yotir Excellency’s 
Government will take the matter up in earnest and try to expedite it and 
give a sympathetic consideration. As | have said before, the question of 

riculture is a very important one. It has been remarked that the prospect 
of the students of the agricultural college does not seem to be very bright 

--and attractive so that students would not come. I think that is not entirely 
correct, though not much wrong. The Collector of Birbhum, of whom re- 
ference has been made by the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 

has stayted a network of agricultural societies in his district and those 

- societies are now trying to ‘obtain expert opinion, paying fees, and if an 
agricultural-eollege is established, the passed students from that college may, 

~ in uddition to their being employed by the Government of the territorial mag- 

. net, also earn a decent livelihood by private practice. Formerly mining stu- 

P dents used to-appear though there could be no private practice for them so far 





aining was concerned, but I know that two at least of our Indian Mining 
ers are commanding a good practice by giving expert opinion to Indian 
owners in my part Griee obese. Soldo not think that there will 
y difficulty im providing oceupation for graduates of the agricultural 
is formed. My Lord, notice has boen given of two other resolu- 
day's meeting—I understand they will not be taken up to-day— 
1oVing the-dificulties in the way of our studedts who have failed to 
sion into the colleges. Much of thia difficulty will be removed 
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if agricultural colleges are sehedulan bed 3 in a numbers. I think it is :*, 
important to have a larger number of agricultural, industrial and medical “a 






colleges than to hay ditional classes in our arts and science | 

whether Government or priyate. No less an authority than Sir Profull 

Chandra Roy has said that, it is desirable that avenues of. employment - 

be opened out for our young men through more professional and™techn Pre 
on 


. colleges. Before I sit down, I have only one remark to make. The Hor 


Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari has said that Western Bengal will be content — 
if an-agricultural college-is established at Dacea, because it has its. 

college and engineering college. I only wish to say that Western Bengal — 
people hope.and trust that in the near future Dacca will have a medical . 
college of ts own because the Calcutta’ Medical College cannot provide 
sufficient accommodation for the growing number of students and that D acca: 


will have its own engineering, college too,” 


The Hon'ble Mr, Cumming said :— ; . 


* My Lord, the object of the Hon’ble Mover's resolution is to - PAS 
facilities for higher agricultural education at Dacea... Government, 1 may say 
at once, are pre apes to meet him in this respect; but, as I shall explain 
presently, on different lines from those advocated by him, The Hon'ble 
Maulyi has correctly said that the Bongal Government are now awaiting 
the re;ort of the Caleutta University Commission. ‘This report is in the 
hands of the pablic, and he has read out various extracts from the same. 
But | doubt if the Council have gathere’™ from those extracts what arethe ~ 
salient principles underlying this subject. 2 mM 


The proposal of the Hon'ble Mover ig the establishment of an agricul- 
tural college at Dacea to Le finally. incorporated with the pro; Dada 
University. In connection with a-proposal of this nature two sets “of consi- 
derations have to be examined ; first, the principles underlying the a 
of agricultural education of a University character in any. sparing 
secondly, the particular ‘considerations affecting Bengal. 


First of all,‘as regards: the principles sihttorl gig? shi initirabion idea 
agricultural college, the discussion has been, asthe University.Commission 
has pointed out, eipabais. ‘and voluminous ; bat we need only consider the 
recommendations of general application which ‘have beon made within recent 
yoars. At the conference on agricultural education at Pusa in 1916 the issue 
_ was whother agricultural colleges should provide merely suitable candidates 
‘for service in® the agricultural department or Whether they should aim at 
providing a liberal and scientific educavion in agricalture which should be as 
complete as possible. ‘The conference resolved that, ie as an absolute 
eee they were in favour of providing in agricultural colleges such a me 

iberal education, they were not convineed that in the Voie owstons P end 

colleges this was a_ practical ideal or one ‘euieh ee eee rende 
desirable. Ata similar ¢ouference held in the su ing jar , t 
Simla, this view was modified to this extent that tho | FOV 
should be left to work-out their collegiate* courses with sees t 
conditions ; and they considered that-each of the principal provinces. 
should have its own agricultural college s0 soon as the é 

ment of the province justified HN ne: th 

the Board Aaron ture in ‘at agar 
statement and adde that the ‘erent ofa ston ep 













bo Hf to the. deine of the 
> ‘ 


Foy ornt reheat 


TE SG a a aca 
Part IVA] THU CALOUTTA GAZETTE, SKPTEMBER 3, 1919. 1145 
Paes Resolutions. 


ns Mr. Cumming. 


__ Now, the object of an agricultural college has been considered on more 
han one occasion by the Government of India and the Provincial Department. 
~ An agricultural college may be held to have the following purposes :— 


~ (a) firstly, to prepare qualified officers for the different branches of the 
Agricultural Department ; 


- (b) secgndly, to give instruction in agricultural practice to those of 
the landed classes who wish to improve their own property, 
_ to provide the landed classes with land agents or managers ; 
an 


(c) thirdly, to give opportunities for research. 


' The Public Seryices Commission were informed that certain existing 
agricultural colleges had failed in their purpose; and the Commission 
recommended in 1916 that the staff should be adequate for the mstruction 
up to the standard required for the Provincial Agricultural Service and also 
for the effective prosecution of research. 


The latest advice on the subject is that contained in the report of the 
Calcutta University Commission, which has quite recently been placed in 
the hands of the public. From thé chapters on agricultural education 
Hon'ble Members will learn that many counter-balancing factors have to be 
considered, and that the subject is fraught with many and grave difficulties 
—difficulties which are quite unsuspected by those who merely take as a 
premise that agriculture is the fundamental industry in the province. One 
of the chief difficulties is that, notwithstanding the demand for higher 
agricultural education in the abstract, there is, apart from the limited demand 
for higher appointments in'the Government Agricultural Department, hardly 
any offective demand by members of the public for the’ employment of 
those who, have already taken diplomas in agriculture. The Commission 
have made recommendations through which I trust it will be possible to 
supply not only high theoretical instruction but also real practical tPaining, 
which is so much to be desiderated. The link betweon these two kinds of 
instruction is essential. I have had instances within the last year of the 
failure of that link, in cases from England and from America, One youth had 
received theoretical instruction. in an English college, but admitted that he 
had evaded the praetical training and that he knew nothing practical. Again, 
from America, I have learnt how the authorities of certain American institu- 
tions, with mistaken kindness for the Indian student; have let the student off 
all practical training. Such students return to India full of the lore of text- 
books ; but unsuited for either public or private employment in India. In 
any new development in/India we should not neglect this warning. 


_ T now turn in the second place to those considerations which are specially 
applicable to Bengal, While, on the on2 hand, there is a legitimate demand 
from the educated classes for higher agricultural education, yet it is a fact that 

_ jm practice the zamindars of Bengal have so far not insisted on a specialized 
knowledge of agriculture as a qualification for managerships in their estates, 
nor is it the general habit to employ agricultural experts to improve the 
methods of agriculture practised by their tenants. If, a8 the Hon'ble Abul 

__ Kasem indicates, there is a change in this respect, no one will be more pleased 
than the members of Goyernment. | For practical purposes at present young 
‘men from Bengal join agricultural colleges for the purpose of obtaining 





Government employment. The college at Sabour in Bhagalpur district was. 
created in ise when Bihar cod Bengal were under one administration, 
and the site was selected, as I have personal reason to know, in order to 
eater for the wants of the two areas and at a site whore land, typical of 
ts both the Western districts and the Eastern districts, was available. Jn view 
biacay % ‘ ‘ : , 
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of these facts I do not thitk the _ociticism “which snpeich dubia 
provision for agricultural: education in Bengal is qrite fain,  Upe till 
recently Sabour has been more than sufficient to meet the wants’ >| 
provinces. In the five years from 1914 to 1919 the number of Bengali — 
students at Sabour has varied from 13 to 32, and in, the present year there are 
26 Bengal students in the first year class. A certain stimulus has been 1 given 
by the recent creation of certwin appointwents in Bengal undew the tame of — 
distriet agricultural officers. But all the distriets in. Bengal have now been 
provided with such officers ; while the power of' the Imperial Department and | 
the Provincial Department toabsorb new recruits is: limited? The Bengal 
Government have hitherto been unwilling to create a supply that was— 
apparently greater than the demand and add to the total of what the Univer-_ 
sity Commission style ‘disappointed unemployables ’, The Bengal Government, . 
however. recognize two main facts,—that pr ovincial patriotism desires a college, — 
of itsown after the separation of the Bihar territory and that Bengal has felt, 
that some effort should be made to get the educate! classes to take up agrieul- 
ture as an occupation. Government were also aware that the matter was 
being examined very fully by the Calcutta University Commission, The 
conditions 6f the problem imply, as shave already indicated, that the instruc- 
tion must be pract ical. Government, therefore, in anticipation of the report. 
of the Commission tentatively considered the establishment of an institution — 
which would be devoted to the technical and practical training of persons 
who have already received a good general education ; the main object being — 
to turn out thoroughly practical agriculturists.. In so doing not only 
would recruits be provided for the Agriculttral Department, but a 
training would be offered to those desirous of taking mp: work on oe: 
land or of. acquiring a knowledge of agricultural practice as well 

to those desirous of following up agricultural research in_a_ scientific "tashicd. 

If such an institution were created, it was proposed (o style it an * agricultural 
institute '. The more important of the subjects to be taught would be tillage,, 
plant selection, agricultural engineering, use of labour—saving equipment, the 


care of animals, and so on), s 


Now, it has to be considered’ in‘connection with such an raat: ett 
relation’ it should have with the University ; and it will be seen from: the 
report of the University Commission that such an institution will meet the’ 
proposals which have been made’ by that body. The main pro,osul of the 
Commission’ in connection with agricultural education is'that aftor a student: 
has taken the degreo of Bachelor of Science with a revised: curriculum ~ 
he should proceed for a period of training’ to an agricultural - institute, 
at which he would receive ai adequate diploma indicating ‘thav he had 
received the special training proposed tobe given at such an institute ; and 
finally, that such a-student who takes the degree of Bachelor-of Science plus 
the diploma of the institute should be qualifi for the degree. of Bachelor ° 
of Agriculture under the University. ‘This, then, is the peneen ‘et 
theoretical training under the University, combined with speciali nie 
training under the Department of Agriculture, the combination vt th 
being considered a qualification for the degree of ‘ 
This proposal, however, naturally depends, a8 the 
Sarbadhikari has correctly poin tod out, upon a” detai 
pr als. of the Usivensey Oat Commission by Governmen 

on'ble Members that if the general ‘ines | are fe 
pete institute, though not actually incorporated witht 
the Hon'ble Mover requests, will at~any rate: be ‘p 
Tn view, then, of these recommendations, cre ~~ : 
the resolution of the Hon’ble~ member with ce S: ‘ 
view: of, the t Bonga the word | the Unive 
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— subsi nbivared for the word: dtilage’’, stktidj iu wiew of che fet that the Calcutta 
a ri “yin 8 fii has gtill to be considered in detail, the words 
rity nally i abed av thes proposed Dacow University ’ might be 
gost The Soph might possibly be expressed in. the following 
_2"'Phis Counéil dasihicielid to the Governor in Couneil that a fully 
cemingee agricultural institute be established at Dacca.’. 


Be) the Hon’ble Member would modify the terms of the resolution to this 
‘effect Government would be prepared to accept it. 1 should like to add that 
—.. such an ipstitution at Dacca are under “preparation and that the 

‘have already been taken towards the ‘Anancing of the acquisition 
of he sik. site required.” 


- The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazli- ~ukHag said :— 


_ “My Lord, in view of what has fallen from the Hon’ ble Member in charges 
Trige to saya few words, not so much with the intention of adding to what I 
have already said in support of this resolution, but to take this opportunity of 
_ offering my. heartfelt thanks tothe Hon'ble Sir Deba- Prasad Sarbadhikari and 
to the Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem for all the good things that they have 
peer pleased to say about Dacea> Most unfortunately, and by an irony of fate, 

district of Dacca seems to be practivally anrepresentod in this Council. 

i four members of the Dacca Division come from -districts outside Dacea 
and_I, therefore, take this opportunity of offering to my friends who have been 
ieee ‘enotgh to recognize the claims of Dacca as the Kastern eapital of this. 

idency the thanks of the people of this town as-well as the district, and 
for the ready recognition which they have shown to the claims of this city 
and this district. 
As regards the resolution itself, may | ask.the Hon'ble M ember todonsider 
Sit: the words ‘at an early date’ edtild.,be-added'to the rosolution ? I :¢an a 
quite understand, my Lord, that with the pre) arations that have already been 
amade for the establishment of an agricultural institute in Dacca things would 
ge enongh, but at the same time we cannot forget, and | Say it with * 
utmost deference, that the wheels of Government move very’ slowly and 
i sometimes hope deferredmakes the heart very sick. Things have taken 
e, a8 far as the Dacea University is concerned, which’ make it absolutely - 
necessary that some encouraging words at any rate should be added to the 
\ ution in order to show that all possible steps will be taken for establish- 
~proposed agricaltural institute in this town I suggest the worde 
ati early date’ in place of the words “at once’. ‘At once’ may be too 
__ precipitate as. pees out by the Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari; but 
at adi date’ is vague enough 20 include anything between lethargy 
ion. My Lord, in these circumstances may I ask the Hon'ble 
“ consider whether these words should be added. At the same 
time: ee say that I am net very particular about the phrase so long as the 
the resolution is accepted.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said:— 
i, ra T have pleasure in sayingithat the Picsanieb will be aa 
‘the yeogoldtion in, the following form as suggested by me and as 






















suncil Pesormiends ts the Governér in Council that a fully 
ural institute be established at Dacca at an carly date.’ be 
y repeat, my Lord, that an earnest of this: has already been 


1c instvation aretalrenc preparation, and steps have 
© = aga of the site’ cequired.” ; 
altered furm Be ‘agreed to. ! r 
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Rat M.-C. Mitra Bahadur. 


- ‘ wy ares 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. ODS OL a 
The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur to move the 


following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in, Council that a Committee 
be appointed, consisting of officials and non-officials, with instructions to 


make an inquiry into the working of the Hastings School, Alipore, with a 
view— 


(*) to determine the syllabus of studies for the different classes | or 
“Forms”, in accordance with the regulations of a recognized’ 
University ; 


(2) to satisfy other requirements for its immediate affiliation to a 
recognized University ; 


(viz) to consider the question of the «eduction of its school-fees im the 
case of day-scholars, from Rs. 28 per month to a lower figure ; 
and } 5 


(tv) to recommend such’ steps as may be deemed advisable to place the 
school on a more satisfactory basix. 


“He said :— 


“My Lord, the Hastings School has been in existence for full four years. 
I have carefully gone through the printed reports of this institution up to 
1917-18 ; further report. is not ‘available at present. VWrom these reports, I 
quote the following lines for the information of Your Excellency’s Council :— 


‘* * Thero‘lies the important question of how best the school may. fulfil 
its task of giving to India mon who, by reason of their established soci 
position, may be fit to direct the aspirations of their own conimunity, or to 
play a useful part in thé control and development of the natural resources of 
their country.’ 


*** Tt cannot be said that the school attracts a really representative 
body of pupils, and this fact must be carefully borne in mind in .examining 
the statement showing the numbers of boys in the school * * * ; nor can 
these numbers be reckoned as indicative of the possible growth of the school, 
for until the school can cater-for the needs of the orthodox communities it 
will fail to draw from a very large and important section of Indian society’. 


‘** There is at present no provision for science, but itis hor : that 
the experimental work which is to be done in Physiology and in hyaieat 
Geography, may be a useful preliminary training in geienti ethod. Until 


systematic science teaching is established here the school course ‘will always 
be incomplete, and for this reason no effort should be spared to equip and 
maintain a school laboratory. Art teaching required to be put on a. better 
footing, which might best be acomplished if a wall-qualiied man from the 
Government School of .Art could be spared as a special visiting master for 
this branch of work.’ at mee fama 


‘** Tt is difficult to find the real reason for the Aidala of the hom. 
bers below the estimated level * * * it may partly be due to ead measure of — 
-disineli on the part of the Indian parent to sever himself from the usual 
a | ie aad pomtay 


a aE . = : has Past 


To 


—— 





; Mr. Altaf Ati. 
pore “of education which have been’ established longer in the Presidency, 


y, it may. be that the pounce those who degire this form of educa- 
somewhat overestimated 


+ Phe want of va first class Reaibicwiatichit te at present very greatly 








Ape es * So. 1 as this) (a2, provision for science laboratories) remains 
ei for the school course must necessarily be incomplete, and further, 

i may always be adduced as an excuse for the deficiency in number * * * | 

There ld be more boys in the lower school, for until we can rely upon these 
ieee being filled there is no adequate guarantee for the future success of the 


™ 49 @ Tn the absence of any trust funds, the school must always be 
~ supported, i in part, by Vrovincial revenues.’ 


“** The need, however, of a definite provision throughout the school 
for” systematic science teaching, still remains a matter of some urgency ; for 
had ‘this training been available at the school, it- is very probable that 
some of those boys who left during the year under report (1e. in 1917-18) 
would have remained in the school.~ In all cases these boys left in order 

- to obtain facilities for the study of science. I will, therefore, again 
record ae opinion that there is the greatest need for the establishment in 
the school of a science Jaboratory under the charge of a well qpaliged ‘i 
seience graduate.’ 


' “The school is not affiliated to the University of Caleutta or to any of the 
"Universities of Oxford or Cambridge. 


; paper The tuition-feo in the Presidency Uoltege-i is Rs. 12 per month and the 
‘school*fee *in the upper classes of the Hare and Hindu Schools, the premier 
‘schools. of Bengal, are Rs. 5 per month. There is‘a surplus annual income of | 
some thousands of rupees from these-collegiate schools. In order to make 

“the Hastings School a self-supporting one, the question of the reduction of its 
fees in tho case of day-scholars from Rs. 28 per month to a lower ngere 
~ should bo carefully considered, ~ 

_» The appointment ‘of a committee on the: lines. suggested in the resolu- 


Snag is urgently needed to examine facts. up-to-date and find ways and 
' means for eo Roky i solution of the intricate problem connected with the 


management of Hastings School. 
be Gets With shee: few remarks, [ move this resolution for the careful con- 
pen ¥one: ee 8 Council.” i] 








rit * " aft 












ir mber of ne Advisory Committee of the Hastings House | 
00) foe ie dapat oppose this resolution. In doing so, I et first 

all assure my Hon’ble friend that I-have no intention of withholding any 
rmation regarding the internal al pepaement of the school. Let us see 
+ n may friend. eally wants. First of all, he wants a committee consisting 
: and non-officials 10 be : i. ge to inquire into the working of the 
LT am not. quite sure bey really wants a committee consisting 


Is. end non-offcials, or if fhe oom ai so because whenever a com- 
asked 1 similar request is made. I am not quite sure 


ll Advisory ommittee to govern the school 
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Resolutions. TE 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 


exists at the present time, and this committee consists entirety of non-officials. 

My Lord, the points regarding the syllabus and affiliation that my friend, 

the mover off this resolution, has raised, are such that the Advisory — 
Committee is required to deal with in the usual course and whieh the 
committee after due and careful deliberation fixed. If my friend, whether 

he has any personal interest inthe school by way of relations reading at the — 
school or whether he takes only a general interest in an institution of this 

kind, has any suggestion to make at any time to the members of the com- 

mittee they will be very gratefully. accepted and they will do their best to 

apply them for the future administration of the school, As.a matter, of fact, 

they are always open to any suggestions from the publie which. will lead to 

the better administration of the school. The purport of my friend’s resolu- 

tion is the determination of facts that legitimately belong to the Advisory 

Committee and tothe Department of Education in Bengal.. If my friend. 
thinks that the committee is not doing their work properly, or that they 

are incapable of doing 80, I, for one, will be prepared to withdraw, in favour 

of men who take more interest in the school than\we have hitherto done, and 

I am sure my colleagues will do the same. With these few words, I oppose. 

this resolution,” fe z ! 


: , & 
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“My Lord, it is not possible for me on behalf of Government to Accept 
this resolution. I am died, however, that an opportunity has been given to 
enable Government to explain the position of the Hastings House School, 
and also to mention to the Hon'ble mover of this resolution the present, 
position there, and it is possible that after hearing what I have to say on the. 
subject, the Hon'ble gentleman may decide to withdraw his resolution. 
What I could gather from. what the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra. Mitra 
3ahadur has said jin connection with the resolution, that, apart from the fact 
that he is not satisfied with the syllabus and the general management of the 
school, he wants that the teaching of science should be properly and at an 
early date introduced in this school, and for this purpose he would advocate 
the cumbrous procedure of an- unweildy committee to go into the question. 

I should have thought, my Lord, that that would have been the last thing 
to suggest in.a matter of this kind. But, Sir, it is not my business to discuss 
a8 to whether or not a committee is the most suitable form for an imquiry of 
this nature. What [ have got to convince the mover of this resolution is 
that an inquiry is not necessary. With regard to the first portion of the © 
resolution in which he deals with the syllabus of studies and the question — 
of affiliation of the school, IT am glad to inform the Hon’ble Member that — 
the Government have gecently, on the advice of the Director of Public 
Instruction, come practically to the same conclusion at which he himself has 
evidently arrived. Let me briefly state the purpose and. objects with which 
this school was established. A deputation of influential gentlemen approached 

_ the Government of India in 1913 with a scheme for the ostabligh ent of a 
residential school for Indian boys to be run on the lines of an Engli ih public 

‘school, Among the members of this deputation were gentlemen who could ~ 
well afford to send their boys-to Bnglish public schools, and who had no _ 

scruples about bapa: Stae boys to England, therefore ba! gentlemen, it 
mist be clearly understood and it must be clear to the Ho "ble, m ver him- 

self, were actuated by the best of motives in approachi “Gk rnment viding 

_ to see whether it was possible to establish in Caleuttia a aad in the nature 
of an English publie school for ie a of those Indian genltemen wh 

are not oreavee or are not able to send their boys for su 








em 


3 woh “Coa 
or such an edue aad 


tic 


aed 






“Resolutions. 
dink Fats pi: Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


to England. ‘The Government of India had previously outlined some such 
proposal and the Local Government naturally, therefore. welcomed the depu- 
_ tation’s proposal to found a well-équipped ‘and well-supported school which 
"breaking away from many traditional ideas*by which Indian schools have been 
_ hampered and circumscribed should seek to mould these boys upon the English 
‘public school pattern, to turn out boys with good academic qualifications, 
nd to develop character apd promote that valuable espirit de corps which 
is too often lamentably dehoiont in many of our Indian schools. It was 
recognized that such an ideal would cost money and that such a school must 
~ necessarily be restricted to those parents who could afford to pay reasonably 
‘high fees.. My Lord, I do not think that we can bo blind to the fact that 
even to-day education of this kind in Bengal is ridiculously cheap, but on the 
other hand one recognizes that the heavy outlay the middle Classes in 
England incur for tho education of their sons, would often be beyond the 
- means of the bhadralog in Bengal. I think the Hon'ble mover will probably 
agree that many Bengali gentlemen would be willing to incur a larger outlay 
on the education of their children if they were satisfied that the education 
provided were worth the money. Many of us, moreover, do still desire to seo 
if a school of this nature could possibly thrive in Bengal, and it was really 
because a fhumber of such influential men wanted that such an experiment 
-should be made, that the Local Government of the time thought it worthy of 
- consideration and worth experiment. That was how the Hastings House 
School came tc be started in 1915, the sanction of the Secretary of State 
yin, Voth to pursue the experiment for a period of five years. I may at 
once admit that those who moved Government for the establishment. of this 
_ school—and among them I myself was one,—and the Goyernment are 
somewhat disappointed at the support which the institution has so far 
yeceived. The ting8House School will accommodate about 100 pupils, 
‘te., 50-boarders anc day-scholars. ‘lhe school opened as I said in 1915 
with only 10 boys on the rolls and towards the end of the year the number 
had risen to 20 and for the last two or three years there have been about 
30 pupils'among whom some 12 to 14 have been day-scholars. It was recog- 
“nized at the time that the fees must lie high, and they were fixed at Rs. 100 
per mensem for boarders plus Rs, 5 for sports, stationery, medical attendance, 
c., and in the case of day-scholars at Rs. 25 per mensem with an additional 
* Rs, 2-8 per month for sports, and stationery. I may say that there were 
‘some who thought that the fees should be still higber, had it been so they 
_ would stiff bave been considerably less°than those jaid by English parents 
for their boys at some of the English schools. The present expenditure of 
‘the scliool amounts to Rs. 55,000 and the sum recovered from fees comes to 
Rs. 38,000, leaving a deficit of Rs. 17,000 which is borne by the Loeal Govern- 
ment. Tho deficit in 1915 was over Rs. 20,000 and in 1916-17 little over © 
~ Rs. 17,000 and the samo for 1917-18. Now, of course, one may ask whether 
Government are justified in expending this amount out of their revenues _ 
~ from public funds for the education of the sons of gentlemen who can in” 
most cases afford to pay higher fees or in some cases could afford to send 
_ their sons to England. The whole question has received the very anxious 
consideration of Mo reaiihaht from this point of view and I am glad to have 
eet of explaining the’ Government's position to the Hon'ble 
r. 1 tliink no one will deny that the high school education at present 
ded in Bengal suffers from many limitations and many defects. It 
“be superfluous for me to attempt to enlarge upon a matter of such 
on knowledge, especially as wtiny of the members of this Council have 
, read extracts from the University Commission's report which deals 
ély with this subject and which is now before the public. I may, 
at once say that the Government are conscious that the present 
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system haw failed: but they realize that a considerable servico to education 
might be done if at least one model institution conducted on broad and 
liberal lines could be established. As regards the virtual restriction tc tl 


Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan.” 
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sons of the well-to-do which the high rate of fees. must cause, Go 
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felt that many of the students who pass through the doors of such an-institu 
tion may ultimately become some of the prominent leaders in Bengal and. it 
felt justified on political grounds as well in providing these boys ie 
more liberal education, calculated to train the character, no less the 
mind, than is supplied in’ many other schogls in the Presidency. It was 
hoped at the time that the advantages of such an education would be 
readily grasped and that the need for such an institution, would be reeog- 
nized and that all the available accommodation would easily be filled. That 
unhappily has not yet been our experience; Government may perhaps 
have some justification in contending that the experiment has failed 
and that in the interest of economy they should elose the school and cut 
its losses. Well, my Lord, as I myself admitted, Government themselves are — 
apparently not satisfied with the present state of the school, but whil 
admitting it Government are not prepared to cry peccav’. “I'he whole_question 
has received, as T have stated, the most anxious consideration of Government, 
and Government have come to the conclusion that the ‘causes of the present 
failure of the institution are probably due to the following, viz. {a) The — 
scale of fees which presses too severely on a number of families who can 
afford the facilities offered by the school > (6) That many persons in Caleutta 
who can well afford to pay the fees and who recognize the solid advantages 
which the school offers, prefer that their sons should live at home and attend ~ 
the school as day-boarders. In the present circumstances, the number of — 
day-scholars is only limited to one-third ; (c) Many parents are erat 
tliat the recruitment of lish’ school masters, trained in and thoroughly 
imbued with the spirit of the ublic school system in England has beer - 


- delayed owing to the war. Finally the laok, of professors for science 


teaching has undoubtedly ‘been a distinct stu k to the progress - 
of the scheme, ‘Then, of course, the absence of separate messing arrange- 
ments for orthodox Hindus has perhaps kept out a certain number. - 
The curriculum or studies with its failure to prayide for matriculation — 
examination has been the subject of a certain amount of criticism and — 
the non-affiliation of the school to the University has also caused some - 
misgiving. Referring, therefore. to the latter part of the Hon’ble Member's © 
resolution, | would frankly admit on behalf of Government that steps must 
be taken to place the school on a more satisfactory basis, and I may state 


‘at_once that Government have arrived at the following conelusion, viz., 


— 


- 


received, which we hope 
__ Native 


"leading associations in the Presidency on the question, of separate, 


ws 
am 3) 


lod of ex nt up to” 
1922, Pending sanction of the Secretary of State to a ee Government — 


‘stand aloof, G 


that a properly-equipped science laboratory should be immediately provided, 
suitable rooms are already available, and the capital coat for equipment — 
will amount only to Rs. 3,000 ; it is anticipated that the recurring cost wil 

be recovered. Government, propose togo ahead with this. The limitation 
on the number of day-scholars will be modified ; of the total number of — 
pupils that can be received (which I have said was 100) noless than half 
the number should be day-scholars. The Government of: Indiahave already — 
been approached with a proposal'to extend the period of ment uf 








are unable to take steps to recruit two additional Kn master! 
were sanctioned in the fas. ‘scheme. Of course, if the san 


ill_be the vase, we shall set about sec 
onal members of the staf. overnt so thal alre iny 


arrangements for the orthodox, and if there is any reayor 
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Pegi vt oer Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari. 


“ae Pauw now to the proposal ofthe Hon'ble Member Pits revise the syllabus 
BS studios and totake steps to have the school recognised by some University 
Be ge presume he means the Calcutta University. I may state that 
ee aoe was founded one of the many problems to be considered 
was to arrive at some decision upon the educational policy to be pursued. 
a Nena -was hoped that a certain percentage of pupils would on leaving the school 
Ee to a University. It was probable that some of them might graduate 
tat 
yo would 


han Indian University while it was certain that some of the boys 
‘to England at all. Government of course had no statistics to 
uide them in this matter but after careful consideration they decided that 
senior Cambridge local examination would perhaps for sometime most 
seaiestectorily serve the purposes of a school final examination. The Cam- 
' bridge test provides a suitable academic standard while at the same time 
- it has the advantage of having been held not only in England but also in 
sake Moreover it secures for successful pei certain exemptions 
from. University preliminary examinations. Accordingly. the junior and 
Cambridge local examinations were made the intrinsic part of the 
pie Camsbridee As a matter of fact however it has been found that 
pry parents view with some misgivings the elimination of the Matriculation 
~ examination and that they are anxious, lest its non-recognition by the 
_ University may subsequently hamper or check the University career of their 
-sons. The whole question, as I have said, has been carefully considered by 
Government and they have ware resolved that the Matriculation examina- 
tion should-be taken in class TV upper or V lower and that the boys who 
_ pass the Cambridge senior and are of an age to remain at the school should 
go on for study for even the Cambridge higher certificate or the Intermediate 
examination in Arts or Science of the Calcutta University. It is also 
* proposed that in future all subjects except English and Mathematics should 
“be taught through the medium of the vernacular in the lower school. The 
Hon'ble mover has asked that a committee should be appointed to make 
recommendations on these various matters ; but I think he will see now that 
a good deal of what he had in mind has ajready been-taken up by Govern- 
ment and that therefore the necessity. of a committee no longer arises. 
~The Hon'ble Mr. Altaf Ali seems to be very free about his movements 
* and desires in wishing to withdraw from the committee and asking others 
to follow suit, but I wish to point out that a strong advisory committed does 
exist and. that is a committee which is appointed by and to advise Government 
~ and it is not open to Mr. Altaf Ali to make such quick changes. If the Hon'ble 
~ Member after hearing what I have said to-day and after coming to know 
that ng se of his proposals have already been accepted by Government would 
"Tike to bring this matter to the sn of the school authorities, I would 
advise him writing to the President of this committee and I think that under 
ews these circumstances he would be well advised to’await further develop- 
s and to withdraw his resolution regarding the appointment of a. 
committe of the kind which he has in mind. 


My Lord, on behalf of Government I am sorry I am unable to accept the “é. 
si as it stands.” —. ane 


“ My “My Lor, Thad not the icast idea ot issavratiiy. in this debate for the 
ty good reason that I know very little about the Hastings House school, 
ough irra one of the original signatories demanding the establishment 
this institution, I have had no opportunities of knowing anything about it. 

, however, wished it well and am sorry to gather both from’ official and 

ficis gps here that it is not doing well. 
1, Bae are other reasons, however, why I cannot let the speech of 
smber in agi go unnoticed. I may frankly state that nothing 
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan; Sir Deba Prana Sarbadhibar ; 
President ; Rai Mahend-a Chandra Mitra Bahadur. : 


- more is painful to me than to have to differ from the Hon'ble Maharaj ~ 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan upon whom I nn ~ 8 looked as 
who is a leader among his class who has also-the people at heart. 
I do not now raise the question as to whether recat should sie i 
largely out of public revenue on the education of the people who can afford 
spend-all that is needed, or whether so calletl political reasons such as th 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has indicated should rule the situation ; that is 










* question for Government to consider for the country will prefer to see its 


own leaders and not wait for those that the Hastings House will be supposed — 
to breed. There is one other matter ‘however which requires attention. 
My Lord, if I heard the Hon'ble aarti Bahadur of Burdwan — 
aright, I heard him say that education in this country is ridiculously cheap, 

I desire to protest against that assertion—an assertion which has been f, 
made by people who know nothing of the country—but which from the 
Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, Member in charge of the © 
Education Department*of your Excellency’s Government, comes a a surprise 
to me, a painful surprise. I shall be glad to be told by the Hon’ble 
the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur that 1 did not hear him aright and, if so, I° 
apologise to him.” Y 
The Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— - 


“May I rise toa point of order. I think the Hon'ble Sir Deba Pravid 
Sarbadhikari seems to forget the subject matter of the resolution. We are 
discussing the question ‘of the appointment of a committee to inquire into the 
working of the Hastings School and when I said that education in this 
_country is ridiculously cheap I meant education for people who aspire for 0 
kind of-education as received in a public school of this nature in Bengal. 
did not for a moment refer to the average education that is wanton to. Sa 
people in the country, “ 


The Hon’bie Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari (continuing) said :-— 


“That is satisfactory so far but does not ge the “whole way.- Therefore - 
‘my complaint and objection still Hold gooj. The stavement would seem to 
imply that -those of us, in the lower middle classes, who haye so far sought 
to avail themselves of the facilities provided by the Hastings School are 
not as badly off as they are described to be. If the Hastings House 
teaching is of the right public school type it should be within .the reach of 
the poorest day scholar, though he need not aspire to the luxurious resi- 
dential arragements. This morning I received a visit from a gentleman — 
who had absolutely broken down in educating his sons.. It aay be said that 
he had no business to attempt this if he could not afford it. T remind — 
the Council, my Lord, of what is after all a. commonplace. The it of our 
men haye come from ‘the class who can ill-afford to have any education, — 
far less of the kind given by the mh School. I do not wish es refer 
to the somewhat unreasouing outery abont the question of the raisi te 
as an evidence that education is not ridioulously cheap. That stats 

,S considered elsewhere.” 


The President said :-— 


“Order, order. Might I draw the tivelitich +Oe Xhe ‘Hon'ble Membr fo” 
the resolution which is under discussion, » The ne eg ecleten 


- 


- 


epost 1 aes of hayes to inquire “the, Ha! we Me M oa 
ool, Alipore,; but that oes not permit the em r Wo cove 
whole ground of education generally.” 3 te yi 


The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said:— 
ae: A Pigs Pig fetes meet and ua eeotoet sme te Lah: 
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- i o : = Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur ; Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
‘The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :-— 


_ “My Lord, I have listened to the statements which have been made by 
‘the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and I can say this 
that in moving this resolution I thought that it was in the interest of the 

_ public that an inquiry should be made in this connection: No one denies the 
encouraging ideal on the part of those who established this school, but what 
“is the result. If the school was on a firm basis as was thought it 

at the time when it was founded, perbaps 1 would not have come 
to the Council with grievances like this. But as the Chairman of the 
institution has said in his report that the provincial revenues are attacked 
and the Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has also explained would be the 
deficit every year and consequently an appeal is made to your Excellency’s 

Government. 1 have referred to the several passages from the report. 

- “hese are not, mine but these’are quotations from the educational authorities 
in charge of the institution. If you look to the laboratory, it isin a very bad 
condition : if you look to the number of boys, it is very discouraging. All 

- these speak affirmatively that the institayon is on a very low level and the 
high ideals of those who established the school have not been achieved. Our 
_children—the children of the middle classes—receive their education in the 
middle schools but if the Hastings School is not established on broad and 
encouraging lines, what is the good of having such an institution. My Lord 
T have therefore thought it proper when I moved the resolution to bring these 
facts to the notice of the Council and the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur assures me that Goyernment have taken action in the way which is 

- jndicated in this resolution and that instructions have been issued to the 

Director of Public Instruction and further than that notice has been taken 

of the several.griovances. I submit that I have no other alternative than to 

withdraw the resolution with Fer Excellency’s permission on the assurance 
which has been given by the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 

Burdwan. 

_- Before I sit down I have one word to say, namely, I bave no personal 
motive in bringing this matter to the notice of the Council. I have no sons, 
no children, nothing of the kind. I have moved the resolution in the interest, 
of the public and the public alone. If there is waste of public revenues on 

schools like these one cannot but bring it to the notice of your Excellency’s 

- Government and-the Council. I have come forward with a grievance which 

I have substantiated by reference to the report. My Lord, I do not wish 

to say anything more, but as I have already said I have no other alternative 

left but to withdraw the resolution on the assurance of the Hon’ble Member 
in charge.” . .. : 

_ The motion was then by leave of the President withdrawn. 
SSeR ES. LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 7 AND 8. 

‘The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur was to have moved the 

following resolution :— “ 
-» This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate 
arrangements be made by Government for opening additional sections of 
~ classes in all Government Colleges in Bengal, for the accommodation of those 

_ successful students who have been refused admission into Colleges for want 
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e Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray was to have moved the following 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Conncil that a committee 
nted to inquire into the difficulties of students in securing admission 
es and other. educational institutions in Bengal, and to recommend 
le measures for providing adequate facilities for their studies. 
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necessary to deal with resolutions 7 and 8 to-day and I have 


~ it for the consideration of the Council.” 


_ essentially the function of the Principal, 





pee 


President ; ; Malo A. K. “Pasl-ul-Hag s ; Sir Henry Whee e 


mibiod ga ‘ ie abd et 
The President said — . : me val 


4] understand that it has not been possible to secure the 


agreed to their sates postponed until the amooting. of the Council 
September.” RS 

The resolutions were then postponed till the moctng of the Cooni 
the 8rd September, 1919. 





ts «LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMNO.9, 


The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq in the absence of Hoible Baba 
Bhabendra Chandra Ray moved the following resolution :—, 


This Council recommends to the’Governor in Council that a scaateas 
of officials and non-officials be appointed to inquire into the methods eae 
by the authorities in the matter of selection of candidates for admission into ¢ 
the Caleutta eecigat College at the beginning ‘of the current, session. ; 


_ The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazi-ul-Haq said :— 


“At the request of my Hon'ble frien: who is absent to-day, I veg ae 
to move this resolution which stands in his name. I-may say at onee, 
Lord, that, althongh I was asked to move this resclution ¢ a letter | a i 
1 zeceived from the Hon'ble mover, 1 confess I do not know Rig fies ae 

ands on which he thought it fit to bring forward this resolution. 

owever, state here that there is a considerable feeling in this cou ney th 
boys do really find difficulties in the way of their’ admission into the ue: 
College. These difficulties are of varied character ; and I think that, in the 
interests of all concerned, it would be better if some enquiry be vert in 
order that these grievances might be redressed. I do not wish to take 
the time of the Couneil further. With this ee in view, I beg t to ¢ 


fe s'¢ 


‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :-— 


“Sir, | was interested to note that the Hon'ble Maalvi A. K Festa 
in addition to the bountiful contributions he has made to the bill of fare « 
the present session, was also’ equal to the task of serving up the les 
absentees, but my interest is somewhat discounted by his very candid adm 
sidn that he does not know why this resolution was put forward, unless as 

a means of ventilating a vague sense of grievance. -Howeyer, I am not 8 
that he has undertaken the task, in so far as from the two faestions at 
have been ans wered Dien acs from this resolution it would seem that there — 
is a certain amount of misapprehension about our cae iat regard this 

. matter, which a statement of the facts may perhaps dispel. - tah ene 
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ee sditeation ations have been taken in—that is, 
been taken Sacwhile B B. Se.’s were available and were not 
rs Feige a as the rule definitely recognises the I. Sc. asa 
of men so qualified cannot be disregarded. A part 
ome cS in the rules that while preference for admission- is 
en to ¢andidates who have Superior qualifications, yet the final 
entirely with the Principal, that is to say, the responsibility is 
We then have it laid down t ‘at one-fourth of the 
I admitted shall be Muhammadans. ° That is.a condition which, I 
ake it sath y ‘itself fully.to the Hon'ble Maulvi. Fazl-ul-Hug, Next, 12 

nominated by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, Bihar . 
id 6 by Assam. Im addition, the Bihar and Orissa Government 






















rs who must possess the I. Sc. qualification. 


oe he @ are the rules, and I have here an account from Lt Col. Deare 
ut which he exercised his discretion on the last occasiony and 
is account that I ber my subsequent remarks. In the first place, 
that the. method of selection was precisely that which was 
Ny So iain years, and that every application-letter was opened and 
ate selected by himself. That again is worth emphasising, 
ie with queations this kind there is. often a vague rumour 
tted because they pay a rupee to a clerk here or 
: te ia chaprasi there. We have it from the Principal that all 
and. consi 43 by him personally, He says that 
oath. which he was faced was to select for 145 vacancies ftom 
tes. First of ail he picked out the 11 Muhammadans, of whom 
ined. Then three lady students were adiitted, which left liim 
neaies s eg baat candidates. And for this he had ‘to choose 
“Se., 186 B. Se.'s Se.’s and 156 I. A.’s, B. A.’s and 
if other provinces. tte f ‘first, of all washed out the 156 candidates . 
r provinces as they were not admissible under the rules. When 
r t provingpe. I mean of course provinces other than those covered 
mission rules of the college, which include the jurisdiction of the 
iiversity and the province of Bihar and Orissa, ‘hat left him 
dates for 131 vacancies, and he then began to scrutinizé the 
‘in mind the following considerations :— 


‘oO select’ aécording. to Sgr ritad of qualification. By seniority, ‘he 

‘means, I take it, superiority of qualification and priority of dates 
__ of taking the. ‘same qualification. . 

distribute the vacancies among various districts. Thar, I 

. is quite ‘in mind that we are always hearing 




















he public.services there are certain districts 

ich are ore favoured than others. It is quite fair in 

ciple to Aeiae very district in Bengal have a chance. © 

t especially Hy <1 ona and this too is a 

to which weight may ‘reasonably be given. © 
for tiigadiato. de “eo of assistant surgeons: 

of the Medical on ‘id seein. is a matter 


kibe B. cee ig aed pains 










Om 


ai) 
: erage 


hee 





















Peis 


to the Council with any ann 
con had been before the Cupaall onc 
sufficient discussions on it. The 


think it isa matter which has now 
o be. absolutely Cre id 
nge 





Excellency Lord H 
ras alter the ‘annulment of the parti 


‘it. faag om fat partiaar 
t ne a n parents 
real be more suita le ae 





s College in Caleutta. If that 
.it ig with still greater reason that, 
ih he! ae of a Muhammadan 
ken. sere On former occasion 
ent reason, thut the whole question 


lief to i awillaccectae sae 
back to Calcutta as early as possible 


is one of great importance to the - 


i] 


Prarie oat 
he little that I read of it—that the | 
ily str case has been made out _ 


versities Commission has submitted its — 
; and 


d; and, as I have already stated, 
the necessi: ‘tor establishing a Muhammadan 
difficulties of Muhammadan students in getting 

3 ee s nt — as keen as 
for esta ishment of a college at once, 
education, so far as hundred of Mubammadan 























Sad aS 


overnment is going to.make with reference to 





‘Out of these only 40 boys were 
what a difficult position the Muham- 
have now. taken to English education in 
eir desire is not they would feel 
| be very slow. Therefore a special 





mie ed ‘without any justifiable reason, Ido — 


weve wish to take up the titne rag the Council » 
statement is eo NA be made, * is : 


a wnt i w going very ae 
at Chittagong where 95 ca ieee were 
0! After, or ge re-opene another 


become an essential necessity. The 


“us to al to your Excell 
— “With these seca, ; 


pr that ae is not yo pe an accurate 
made by-the Calcutta University Cominission in 
4 ar recommends that | 

, wenidpresn oor Saal é 

hs presu 

Muhammad an leehara and. stonded ssolustte 
institution Ay deni 

perhaps in th egy: 

one. It was poustiieed in ony 
mittee and it was mode a detail 

It will id ot be out of place ot 

sa i atk in tee iy be 

st ts. those ‘4 : 
~ ge eerste ad) ie 
e ebay slamic studies, e 
® ie reason why baa a ca , 
be anxious to secure this type | "ot a deter 
under consideration, it was car 
ln, paleedres eet 
eve conside 

a Ra im ri sheet: as 

almost peice, thai 

Hen Heady inh rar rission’s 
of the Caleutta University Commis: 
resdlution Png before us be adc 
be allowed to give th2 brief t +t 
University Commission i in so far Sars h the 
. In their report it is stated wok a purely Musalman | 
limit the edue Rope ae ‘ities of Mu 


Eastern Bi Bate) 6 of such at 
| Hall should be ale d not 


du Sti sie 80 ya vers 
enable aay epee with the rg pe 

niversil ¥." institution Ww nevess 
madans in apse Coll a 





nended ea is an n Inter 
founded i nat Thi 
Education 


for which ample ed 
_is what is reba 
olleges.. to | 

i i Tatetaie side of educational wor 


‘pean 

z toca ‘as ‘te 
es On ae side there : fat ee 
‘anced in acca, an ave anticipal 

<8 wpe lea ping. ae 


ls the second . 
os been oe 


n i Study in ie 
m the, University but for Mu 
y it is imperative that they shou 
al or official life will bring — 
r 100 a footing 
of, University culture and disci-_ 


. prc every eryhing desired in th in se 


ution will te best realised one 
Universit, , bef the alternative courses - 
rn sides ai he” ieee rf 


an that’ the’ ply of ‘aa 
come be  sSeeistori n vie of | 

Dunn I eerie eye 
ion. W. 


Lou 





| Hon'ble Memboes soem 
ci sooee Duna 





















5. _1Tem hs No. oe 


ed the following resolution : ps 


he Governor i in Council that steps be ake | 
0 ed an suitable "gem “ 
Aya he s> a ri 
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the ditions raised fe this mie ae are. 
To it might be construed that if we « 
sidezations into educational uestions, other 
saree EE bound to arise. Nothing was further 
peters if [ have been induced to bring forward 
1 uae for the consideration of your Excellency’s Government it is 
on that in several instances I have found extremely qualified 
who have applied for posts of lecturers and il in 
unfortunately been unsuccessfn! in their efforts to get an ap- 
do not wish to.impute to anyone who has got the gift of these 
in their hands, any motives of a questionable character, but ; eat 
whe failure of qualified. -Muhammadans to secure lecture q 
hips had been few. and far between, we might have th t 
ances of unsuécessful.candidates were of a more or. less senti- 
ter; but. I find that hardly a week passes when we donot get 
pfroniextreinely qualified persons, and we are therefore at a loss to 
d how idates possessing such qualifications can fail 10 ee 
- Lunderstand that the Director of Public Instruction has 
todo practically with these appointments and. that he has. dele- 
ctions tothe various managing commitees or governing bodies as 
fate: various:colleges in the Presidency. Iam afraid that on 
bodies Muhammadans are ‘not properly represented andit 
at non-Muhammadan gentlemen who are serving-on these govern- 
fail to appreciate the claims of these Muhammadan candidates 
it is on this account that these grievances have arisen. If ie 
1 think your Excellency’s Government might de 
oper Fapresentation of Muhammadans on these govern- 
e other means by which these grievances. might be 
ion i8 of a very simple character, and I do not think I 
taking okey hacnp of this Council by Oy <a ee 
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ae ae Resolutions. 
bi s Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari ; Mr. Dunn. 


hink that any question of expenditure should at all enter into the con- 
sideration-of this question. _ For all these reasons I most strongly support the 
‘motion which is substantially the same as the next resolution which sta nds 


‘i b esaein for the teaching of Arabic and Persian in all schools and colleges and ] 





| in my name.” 
_ ‘The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said :-— 


o “There is an important consideration in connection with this, question 
of which both the Hon'ble mover of the resolution; as well as the gentleman 
osiny 


) 


Spee it have lost sight. Although Bengali is the mother tongue of 
- Muhammadans in this province it is not yet reckoned as a classical subject in 
the University. Unless therefore facilities for the teaching of Persian and 
_ Arabic are provided in schools and colleges, Muhammadans will be .obliged 
to take Pali or Sanskrit. I do not object to their taking either of these 
lan, s from the point of view of scholarship. but it would be a distinct 
hardship to the community if for want of Fitilities they were obliged to 
‘so,* If we provide for Sanskrit in a province so largely populased by 
uha (dans equal facilities should be provided for the Arabic and Persian 
ny wish to take tothem. Therefore to complete educational arrangements 
ially from the point of view of Muhammadans, facilities for the teaching 
of Arabic and Persian will have to be provided for. My Lord, I cannot quite 
anderstand Mr. Ray's point of view in opposing this resolution, . Of course 
the money question is always there, but we are trying toimprove Muham- 
education which certainly demands that some arrangements should be 
~ mae. I do not want to be unkind to yy Muhammadan friends, and remind 
them now they did all they could to get Tid of the very little Arabic insisted 
on by the University in connection with Persian.” The objection was on the 
score of the difficulty of Arabic to the Bengalee Musulman. — It can hardly be 
t ore that there will be widespread demand for Arabic as an independent 
- subject. But where there is such a demand I think that every facility 
should be given-for the teaching of Arabic. a subject which ought to be » 
thought of in connection with their religious and other teachings. Oue cannot, 
however, agree that, every school and college. irrespective of real:demand, 
should have arrangements both for Arabie and Persian.” : 
_ * The Hon'ble Mr, Dunn said :— 
| ~ “My Lord; the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem in moying this resolation 
-has stated that what he really desires is an improved quality of instruction 
‘= her than the exténsion of that instraction. But this is a very different 
hing fo the intention of the resolution now beforo us, that suitable provision 
the teaching of Arabic and Persian be made in.schools and colleges in the 
sdenay in all cases where such provision doe& not exist at present. 
ore comprehensive demand can be made for the teaching of 
nthat which has been put forward. I feel compelled therefore 
this resolution as it stands while Keeping in mind the corollary 
Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem has added to the resolution. 
ably it is one that affects deeply the whole Muhammadan commu- 
Presidency. At*present the principle undérlying the resolution | 
ised in the fact, that suituble provision for the teaching of 
ersian is being made in all schools and acliagee under Govern- 
“In this case, it is altogether reasonable to suggest that 
on should be extended to ‘schools fer ad than tees under 
management, where the interests of Muhammadan learning 
been doce If the principle is recognised in Government 
we cannot sét it aside in aided institutions. In dealing ; 
‘shall fake each type of institution in turn. Of the 
in the Presidency, 
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Bieiditions. 
; . Mr. Dunn. 


Arabic up to the pass standard of the, B. A. degree Up_to the. ovoare 
standard, 3 are affiliated in both Arabic and Pefsian. Of the 18 aid 
colleges in the Presidency, 4 are affiliated in Persian up to the B. epee i 
standard. Of the 13 unai ed colleges, 2 are affihated,in Persian and 1 ae 
both Arabic and Persian. Of the whole number of 32 colleges, 13— 4 
affiliated in Persian to the pass standard, 4 to the honours standafd, 5 t to t 
pass standard in Arabic, and 3 to the honours standard in Arabic. 
calculating the total number of colleges I have omitted the two traini 

' colleges for teachers which do not undertake graduate instruction, and su 
institutions as the Sanskrit College in Calcutta which cannot be e d to 
teach either Arabic or Persian. It is scarcely possible for the frets 
Department to bring pressure to bear upon unaided colleges in the Presidency 
The controlling authority for such institutions is not the Depactinaatte 
Education but the University of Calcutta ; and to the’ widespread influence c 
that institution, I would venture to recoutnend the resolution of the eee oe 
Member. —_ 


As regards schools as distinct from colleges, we have to deal wk 
Government. institutions, with aided institutions and with those under private 
control without the enjoyment of a grant-in-aid. The only Government 
schools in which no provision is made for Arabic or Persian instruction are ~ 
the Sanskrit’ Collegiate School and the Hindu School. but in these institu- 
tions no Muhammadans now read. It would not be reasonable, therefore, 
either to make provision for the teaching of Muhammadan classics-in these 
institutions, or to bring pressure to bear upon them in order to introduee™ 
such instruction I take it, Sir, thet the resolution of the Hon’ble Member 
does not fully cover such institutions as I have described, although it asks for 
provision for the teaching of Arabic‘and Persian in all cases where such pro- _ 
vision does not extst at present. As regards aided institutions, the attitude -— 
of the Edueation Department has been towards the encouragement ™of the- 
‘study of Arabic and Persian. Inspettors have been specially instructed to ~ 
investigate the needs of all schools situated in Muharnmadan localities where 
the teaching of Arabic~ and Persian has been neglected. Invall aided hi 
schools, also, the need for the provision of instruction in the Islamic classics 
is carefully considered when grants are sanctioned for the first time or. 
grants come to be-renewed. 2 edi 


As regards private schools, their control lies with the Uaiveralty of 
Calcutta ; but the Education Department has to report’ on the condition of 
these institutions for the University. In every.case the reports Submitted fo” 
the Syndicate lay stress upon the need (where the need exists) of Maulvis” for 
‘the teaching of Arabic and Persian. In conclusion I would state tae 
Eastern Bengal where the eggs ai population is large it is safe to 
that very few, if any, of the high schools fail to teach one or both of th 
Muhammadan classical languages. Here at this stage I do not feel 
ited in entering into a discussion on the quality of that instruction. — 

estern Bengal where conditions are altogether different, there aah 
schools where no Maulvis are entertained, but in these schools i in that ead irae 
I have no ground for the helief that a reasonable demand exists for” me ‘kind 
of instruction. Any complaints on ‘this aeetics, from local Anjumans a nd 
other responsible bodies invariably meet w: th careful” consideration ony an 
shall be glad to investigate at any time any specific i instances of negle 
Muhammadan interest in schools or colleges that ‘may be br he, bo 
notice. If then the resolution means that Arabic and Persian s a 
be introduced in schools and colleges wherever they are it 

. support it, as my de ent has already done, without hesitation 

enthusiasm. But if Ee apa yo pa 
upon pchods that neit 
~ I cannot recommend its 
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Resolutions. a “Se 
Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
he Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— 


Dee, “My Lord, whenI moved the resolution I thought that it would be 
- accepted on behalf of the Government and that there would be no discussions 
over it, but the opposition of my Hon'ble friend, Babu Syrendra Nath Ray, 
pie upon me as a surprise. J am sorry to find that he does not see the diffi- 
culties of the Muhammadan students in this connection. If he had been, 
able to do so he would certainly have supported the resolution as it stands, as 
“I believe there is no one in this Council more anxious to see Muhammadan 
bare advance in education than the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray him- 
self. Iam told that the resolution, as drafted, was different in spirit from my 
speech in introducing it to the Council because I am told, that I added a 
corrolary to it by saying that the quality of the education shculd be improved. 
By ‘ suitable provision '—the wording is quite clear—I meant that there must 
be capable teachers to t@&ch Arabie and Persian and that the teachers must 
not be any and every Muhammadan caught hold of in the streets and installed 
~ in the chair of the Arabic and Persian Professor. As regards the demand 
for suitable teachers by high schools, I may relate an incident. When the 
present Director of Public Instruction was in charge of education in the 
Burd wan Division, the local association approached him on a matter of this 
- kind. :He held an-inquiry as regards one particular ‘school which used to 
-maintain.a Persian teacher on Rs. 80a month. He held consultations with 
the authorities and came to the conclusion that the teaching. was inefficient 
and he insisted upon the school authorities appointing a suitable teacher 
whieh the school authorities had to do.. The result has been that within two 
years the number of Muhammadan students retding- Arabic and Persian in 
that high school has risen from 10 to-85. This justifies me in saying that, if a 
. proper provision is made for the teaching of these two languages, the number 
. of Muhammadan students would certainly increase in our schools and colleges. 
It has been'said that such provision has been made so far as Eastern Bengal 
| districts are concerned, but if we examine the facts, we find that a good many 
~ Muhammadan boys take up Sanskrit astheir second language, even in Eastern 
wet Like the Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, I also donot object 
toMuahammadans taking+ up Sanskrit for academie distinctions or scholastic 
studies, but the difficulty is that they take up Sanskrit because the x sept 
_ of Arabic and Persian is not efficient and they cannot expect to get throug 
the examinations, and the result is that they are driven to take up Sanskrit. 
~ The real object as to why we insist on Muhammadan boys taking up Arabic 
and Persian studies is not only that our religious books age written in those | 
languages but for the fact that, without a propér study of Arabic and Persian, ~ 
_ a Mubammadan loses in himself the Islamic character and also his position in 
- Muhammadan society. The society demands that a Muhammadan must have 
the Islamic culture in him which can only be found in these two languages 
and he is also expected to know the ancient civilization and the history of his 
own race which are recorded in these two languages. I think so. far as the 
_ objection of my Hon'ble friend, Babu Surendra Nath Ray, is concerned a 
__ sufficient reply has been given to him by the Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarba- 
ari whose long experience as the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta 
University has given him opportunities of studying the Muhammadan educa- 
mm problem, and the conclusion he has come to about this matter must _ 
amend itself to all interested in Mahammadan education. As my Hon'ble 
faulvi Fazl-ul-Haq, has stated, the question of the advancement of 
lan education is so important that anything that ought to be done in 
n will have to be done not only in the interests of the Muham- 
mselves, \jut also in the interests of the province at large. We are 
re handicapping the rest of the province. If that is so—and I 
n extent it is true—then the earliest possible opportunity should 
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Mr. Dunn. 


be taken to remove this arp ns and bring ‘the Muhsnmadan on: 
Hindus so that the progress of the twocommunities may be p ‘along. 
The Hon'ble the Director of Public Instruction was kind enough to point out 
that the profession of the teaching of Arabic and Persian cannot. fo eae es 
colleges in Bengal, for instance iPeannot be made in Sanskrit Colleges. But what. 
we meant was ia bs this provision may be made in colleges and schools where — 
thera,were largely Muhammadan students. The task of getting admission into — 

‘ gelltet has already become very difficult and there are two saclutions on 
the agenda paper to-day asking for provision to be-made for candid 

have failed to get admission into colleges. Many colleges refused to er sorts 
Muhammadan boys because by taking them in they would not only have to— 
refuse admission to Hindu students, but they will also have to take upon 
themselves the responsibility of making provision for the teaching of Arabie 
and Persian, but, by turning them out, they will be relieved of the responsi- 
bility of maintaining a-separate staff. Some three or four years back when 
this difficulty first arose, I suggested, when discd€sing the Financial State- 
ment, that some provision. should be made for helping private institutions - 
and aided colleges with the special object of maintaining Arabic and Persian — 
teachers in order that Muhammadan boys may réceive education and may not 

be refused Pe any institution on that aceount. We have been told that, out 

of 14 coll y 4 are affiliated in Arabic pass. That is true: Most of — 
the boys Bi culty in getting admission into colleges and the Muham>_ 
madan boys find it more difficult still. I remember the case ofa Barisal 
student who took Arabic for his I. A. examination. He came to Caleutta 
and tried to get admission into one college which taught Arabic there. 
He could not get admission. Then he came.to Daeca and by the time he 
came here the class was full and he could not be admitted. He went 

to Barisal and ultimately he had to give up his studies altogether. So it 
must be admitted from the ‘case I have just cited, as also that of Burdwan 
cited at the beginning of my speech, that, ,if suitable arrangements are made - 
for the teaching of Persian and Arabic, there will be no lack of students. 1» 
may also cite another instance, and it is also perhaps known to the Hon'ble — 
the Director of Public Instruction that-in my district of Burdwan there was _ 

a school in which arrangements were made for the teaching of Arabic and 
Persian. Unfortunately at that time there was no vacancy in the g 
aid list, no grant-in-aid was made to it, and the school had todispens 
services of the Persian and Arabic teachers. The Secretary and © 
having failed in business, could not pay the cost of keeping them. ~ 
tried our best to secure a'small grant-in-aid from the Education Department — 
_ for that. school inorder that-it might keep-up its Persian and Arabic classes, 
" but for the reasons stated above, we were unsuccessful, and the ‘result has — 
been that a large number of Muhammadan boys had to be sent away, 

are the grounds on which I have an forward this resolution an 4 ee 
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there will be no harm i in accepting it pe eet. A 

“The Hon'ble Mr. Dunn said:— ath-aid ane 
_ “My Lord, I should -be ¢ eptremels samiting:s 10 create. the i me ion 
from any eae which I found it necessary to make that my sy 
were not whole-heartedly with the Hon’ ble Maulvi_ Abul Kasem yin 
plage intention of his resolution. 1 bankas a dante pul, be serve 

» resolution were to beas follows:— * 
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‘in the new three ‘course aaalals great importance has ~ 
theory rather than to workshop practice. A-number of new 
se ney Higher! Mechanics, Accounts, ete., have been 
ie ‘course and practice, and practice in 
rent Seats Fe to bedone in three yearse I understand the 
‘has got no “eager Sy in Physical Science and Chemistry for the Sub- 
eral principles of the above subject’ are the 
anchnia i an industrial ‘education. I am informed that practi- 
8 a great deal as the students are sent in batehes 
 Leaipintion in camp. The number of teachers for teaching 
subjects are inadequate. | here is also not sufficient accommodation 

rooms even for the. Overseer and Sub-Overseer departments, not to 

the new Survey Class. 




























‘wapt of pioneering and demonstration abotions teitigoan vetting raw 

10 useful articles of commerce and a suitable course of study and 
wis _ higher technical Lyrae of the country are the main 

to the failure of industrial development of the country. 
rive till the workers are thoroughly trained ‘in demonstra- 

the heir full course of education in a technical institution. 
ch pr training as is possible in a School of Bountemse 
parted in the Dacca School of Engineering. aa 
; the b big workshop of the Dacca School of Engineering, it should 

a highly qualified Foreman Instructor who knows the workin ng 
ne-ok g-onsosed Wes this. and whose teaching may be of re 
dents 04) want todevote ow time and energy for the bk ah 
‘the industries 0 f thte Comatay a 


the Sci? ot shady the Dacca School of Engineering I now 
nother subject connected with the school. I mean the pay and ~ 
teachers and the administration of the school. In the recently 
itta Commercial Institute, the teachers are designated as lecturers — 
seat initial salary to start with, though they are much 
ring Institution teachers, the former a such 
‘and Type writing. think | 
fineering possess the qualifica- 
‘s;eeoond. e college. They are citer 
sb oo their own line. They have been 4 
ject of which are much above those if 
mae four Assistant Foreman-Instructors _ 
° be Tyce in me “sen: bade 
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| Maharajadhiraja Baliudur of Burdean. 














oposed by the Government as well as discussed by the Universi 
ion in their report, namely, the old Secretariat Pross ‘of the late 
Bengal and Assam Government. I am mentioning these facts 
these two gentlemen. would no doubt like to know what the 
nment think of the site that they had in view.- J was to have gone 
the place, but unfortunately 1 got an attack of influenza and, as 
Me > Gourlay came and told me that there were 140 cases of influenza in 
_ the vicinity, I thought it best to stay away. Mr. Goode has been to see the 
place on behalf of Government and also Mr. Dunn, and both of them have 
p ao against the place as being most unsuitable for the engineering 
_ schoo therefore at present the Government's proposal is to transfer the 
_sehool to the commodious building which is known as the old Secretariat. 
Press. 1 have myself seen the building, and I consider that we can adapt it 
for the engineering school. I may here point out that the University Com- 
mission considered the building to be too substantial and magnificient for the 
{coe yt ; 1 am afraid [ do not e with them on the point. But this point 
x1 not be discussed as the University Commission themselves eventually 

- thought that this was the place where the school of engineering could, be 
removed to. What is important is that this large and growing school 
Jon be well-housed, and as this fine building is lying vacant for some 

_ years now, I can personally perceive no better use to which it can be 
pat than that of accommodating the Dacca School of Engineering. There 
we however, several other matters in connection with the school which 
| perhaps interest the Hon’ble mover of this resolution more. A very. 
sound proposal was made some time ago hy the Joint Technical Board to 
‘appoint a strong expert governing body and to assist the present Head- 
‘master as he is at present fully occupied with the administration -of the 
school. The Hon'ble mover of this resolution has also advocated that we 
should go into the question_of the governing body. I cordially accept the 
cuggpetion which remained pending so long, and I have just’ passed orders 
for the constitution of the governing body and to bring final proposal before 
“me regarding the powérs which they will enjoy. ~The question of staff is 
4 very important and urgent one, anl I am satisfied that the school is at 
_ present understaffed, ‘and I think that the pay and prospects of certain 
members of the staff should be improved. As the Hon'ble mover has 
already made a reference 1 do not again mention the subject, but I have 
moyen sanctioned two additional temporary hands, and the final question 
of staff willbe gone into ae soon as the matter has been considered by 
+ the Finance Department to whom we are making a reference now. It has, 
' moreover, been brought to my notice that the equipment of the school is ~ 
in Some respects deficient, and that the instruments which the Head- 
master of the school requires are not complete. The question of equipment 
is now being considered: by the Director of Public Instruction, and I hope that 

the matter will be remedied soon. 

aus gn again the Hon’ble mover has mentioned the question of the Dacca 
of Engineering having a Prineipal of its own and of the removal of the 
l subordination of the school to the Dacca College. I have directed 
the Headmaster in future should be desigiated as the Principal, and the 
; a ot extending some of the classes will also be at the same time 









oor re 


The Hon’ble.Babu Surendra Nath Bay has among other things laid 

son the’ point of reviving the ‘second-yeat survey class in the school, 

fing that all that I can say at present is that the Joint Technical Board 
been going into the matter again, and'I believe that they have come to 
nélusion that ‘the “second-year “survey class in'the “Dacca School of 
‘ean be revived, keeping the survey class at Mainamati as well. 

o, and if the proposal come up to Government, I can assure the 
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om, | 







’ Babu Surendra Nath Ray; Maulvi A, K. ParlalHag: 3: 


Hon'ble Member that the proposal will receive the closest attention, and 
is possible to revive it again, we shall do so. : 


Turning now to the other point that be has mentioned in connection ¥ 
the admission of more students, well that is a general complaint. I have, 
I have already said, been able to admit some additional students this year 
and I-trust that with the additional staff and with the removal of the school 
to a more commodious building we may next year be able to receive a con-  ~ 
siderably larger number. of students, and if the number of would-be éntrants 
justify this, we shall then be prepared to: consider the question .of doubling 
the class or duplicating the staff in consequence; But beyond that I cannot 
promise. I think the Hon'ble Mover of this resolution will see that some of | 
the questions that he wanted -to:press before the Government have already 
been taken up by the Government, and therefore there is no necessity for him 
to press the resolution at this stage.” 2 


4 


iota 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said:-— : 


“After hearing the Member in charge I do not think I should be justified. 
in pressing the resolution. It appears that, in fact, all my recommendations 
‘are now before Government and some of them have already been carried out. 
First, as regards the governing body the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur accepts my 
recommendations ; as regards the staff he thinks that their pay and prospects 
ought to be improved ; as regards the equipment of the school he says that it - 
is now being considered by the Direetor of Public Instruction ; as regards the — - 
Principal, my suggestion is that the Principal ought to be a different man _ 
to the Principal of the local college ; that proposal also he is prepared to — 
accept. Then as regards the second-year survey class, it can be revived, and 
as regards the admission of more students he is quite justified in saying that 
with additional staff and additional accommodation in the new Secretariat 
Press Building the question will be favourably considered. So in these - 
circumstances I do not think I would be justified in pressing the resolution, — 
and I beg leave to withdraw it.” ‘ bikes ies 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. a 


— LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 15. __ 2 


The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to have moved the. fallomniahg a 
resolution :— pura gm oe 


This Council recommends tothe Governor ini Council that a Oceanian ts 
' be appointed to inquire into the circumstances connected with the abolition - 
of the Electrical and Mechanical classes in connection with the Dacca School 
o! Engineering. : uit Tease 








- He said :— : 

> - a “a halhng be HF " 

“My Lord, I understand that the question of the improvement of the — 

condition pf the Dacca School of Engineering's under consideration, and jn that “_ 

case let_me hope that the question of the abolition of the mechanical ax 
electrical classes will also-be taken 7. Tn these byimaneesena » do not t 

I should press my — for the appointment, of a committe aif , 

permission of the President I beg to withdraw t resolution.” = 5 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


. . 2 








nas 


* Rec Council etoile to the Governor in Council that out of the 

See ee provided i _ = current ae s Budget, a sym of Rs. 50,000 
gran othe promoters of the proposed Howrah College for the 

Ph orm’ the Collége. = i 


The Hon'ble Member being absent, the resolution was not moved. 


ee ayn, * ; 


Ly hiiby LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 17. 
The flere Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following sencbution : — 


; This Council ‘recommendseto the Governor in Council that the Govern- 
“ment of India be moved to sanction a special monthly war allowance for six 
ths to all Government servants in Bengal drawing not more than Rs. 100 
a month at the rate of 10 per cént..of their respective salaries. 
He said :— : r; 
+ — “My Lord, the principle ci deeioan this mediation is not a matter of 
controversy. Ava matter of fact the principle has been recognised in the 
Government resolution of the 12th June 1919, and with the object of affording 
‘some mexsure of relief to all Government servants, certain concessions have 
already been made to these ill-paid ministerial officers, so I need not take up 
‘the time of the Council i in labouring the principle. All that.this resolution 
to recommend is this: that by the concession made by the resolution 
of the 12th June relief has been granted to this extent. namely, ranging from 
Re. 1 to Rs, 2-8. Ihave taken the liberty of recommending that the tonces- 
sion should be a little larger so as to make the relief really appreciable. 
- What has been given is this. Rupee 1 in these days can purchase only 4 
~ seers of rice. ‘Paking an average family to consist of 5 members really. what 
has tied, been given means less than a seer of rice a month, and in the case of the 
“maximum. concession, namely, those who get over Rs. 40-and not over Rs. 50, 
- intheir case the’monthly concession has been given at Rs. 2-8. According 
“to the éalculation that I have made it is something like 2 seers per head. 
~ Tleave it to. Your Excellency to consider whether that is a relief which is” 
v2 he -all appreciable. Of course this is a case between masters and servants. 
These low-paid officers are the servapts of Government and the whole 
_ question is whether they deserve consideration at the hands of the 
vernment in a critical time like this. Some-concession has already 
” deen am ‘and according to my calculation the rate comes to some- 
res ope eae 5 per cent. in all these cases. I have ventured to demand 
' Peg cent. on behalf of these unfortunate officers. 1 should think, my Lord, 
my demand is rather meagre, but having regard to the difficulty which © 
nt are bound to experience in meeting this extra cost, I have thought 


: ot to make a larger claim. 


z thats is only one other matter which this rosolution seeks to. recommend. 
is somewhat different from the concession already granted. In that re- 

n concession has been granted to those who draw below Rs. 50. Now, 
rd, even those ministerial officers who draw Rs. 100 are hard hit by the 
- high prices, and living in the midst of these people we know what 
“are really suffering. Your Lordship will excuse me if I submit 
er difficult for member§ 0 of the Government to be able to realise 
of their sufferings. Tam inclined to think that if the Government 














, 


- I should think that if this concession were not granted it would be an 


- The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :-— 











really knew the true extent ae thei ie maoringy ey cae 
have been induced to make the a H 
matter to which I would like to. brainy Your fresllonsy 8 ania rat % 

this that in the resolution of the 12th June concession has been 

whose pay is over Rs, 12; there isa large class of le wh 

than Rs. 12.. I do not know the principle rade which these re itv en ~ 
excluded, probably because they were in the - qnjoymen ah 
compensati alowance. If not, their case should ren a io Thi ~ 
morning a Bill was introduced for the prevention of cruelty to pepe i ees 


cruelty as well. With these observations I press this resolution for the vata 
sideration of the Council.” : 


ms 


Ries My Lord, this resolution is the first of three of a wk hat nel 
type, in so‘far as they all deal with the pay,of the ministerial ‘officers of 


~ Government, though this one is of a more specific charactor than the ee ve: 


. whatever’ salary we are in. receipt of, whatever position wo occu 


two in recommending’ ‘the grant, of relief with reference to existing : 
conditions. But the economic conditions. which have brought it Baek hs this 

resolution haye equally brought about the other two, and so far as I now make 

any remarks of a general character, they will be equally applicable to the two 
other resolutions which follow. 


The resolution which the Hon’ble Babu Aichil Chandra Datta has j pee 
moved is_very like a resolution that" was moved last August by the Hon Ble, i 


“Maulvi Faz-ul-Hag, which differed only in that it did not make‘a sponte. 


recommendation of a 10 per cent. enhancement. I then opposed that 

solution, partly, it is vy on the ground that at that time food athe 
were fortunately not high. Again in March last, the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra 
Chandra Mitra Bahadur, in connection with ‘the financial statement, — 
moved a very similar resolution ‘in Caleutta, and in connection with that . 
I promised to consider it to the extent of giving relief to men 
drawing Rs. 30 and under. In answering those two resolutions, I stated the 
facts to the best of my ability, and I am afraid, therefote.: _ that. 
I have nothing very new to say on this occasion. ¢ 


Of the economic facts we are, of course, only too painfully. crane 


















enhancement of prices is brought home to'ns in every purchase we fo and 
Government fully sympathises with the hardship: which is being caused 
thereby to its more lowly paid servants. Cultivators have, to a certain extent, — 
compensations, for with the prevailing high prices the agriculturist Lent 
‘better prices for his produce, as, for instance, he does at the moment for h 
jute. But these semper are not open to thie Government 
we cannot but sympathise with his position and appreciate the loya per is 
which he has continued todo his work for Gevernment despite Ege ‘adverse 
pginsinses anton did bolo poy! But there are facts what we ¢ \ 
rget ave been f ore that I offer but poor comfort in pointing g « 
that the whole world is suffering from this hardship of high prices, 
although it may be only cold comfort it is essential to remember that 1 
whole world is a victim ofthe misfortunes that have come up 
account of the war. It is otly ptt As, Go re 
best intentions in the Apa to save ors 
are common over so wide an area. Veympathi 
tirely save. Our sympathy, phersoirer, A ‘tal na 
have tried todo something , and t] 
done. The Hon'ble Babu ‘Sal Chen it 
but what we hey: ene hae ass 


— 













¥ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 


nae eh, 4 
action was directed towards the relief of menials, and Iexplained 
eter in this Council room last August. I think the, Hon'ble 
ust be under some misapprehension in saying that we have done 
n those drawing under Rs. 12; we raised the pay of all menials 
according to a revised classification of districts to Rs. 10, 9 and 8, and we 
gave an-extra rupee to those drawing less than Rs. 12. That was what we 
rst did, and that has cost, us. some.4 lakhs of rupees, Asa result of the 
_ August discussion, I only promised in Council that we would try todo 
something up to Rs. 89 ; when we came to look into the matter further we — 
thought that there was a case possibly for doing a little more, and we gave 
relief up to Rs. 50. That cost us Rs, 3$ lakhs, so, therefore, we have,. at 
Teast, in recognition of the consequences of the war, incurred an expenditure 
of 74 lakhs, and onr difficulty in going further is simply one of practical finance. 
If we were to concede this resolution, we estimate, on a rough calculation, 
' that enhancing the pay of those under Rs. 50, .¢., in raisingit from 6 per cent. 
which, approximately, it is now, to 10 per cent., would cost us Rs. 1} lakhs, 
Se ai giving 10 per cent. to those between 50. and 100 would cost us another 
Takhs ; so in addition to the eo of 7} lakhs, this resolution, when 









we ont it in figures, is a practical request that we should disburse another 
8. . 

We feel that we are not justified in accepting that expenditure at 
the present moment. I have previously.said in this Couneil, and have drawn 
the attention of Hon'ble Members to the fact, that our financial position under 
* the Reform Scheme is not. going to be a very advantageous one ; since I last 
spoke on that topic we have made a more detailed examination of the figures, 
and the position has come out rather worse, I might say considerably worse, 
than what we anticipated. We have now got to discuss that question with 
the Government. of India, and until we discuss it with’them we really are . 
yery much in the dark as to what our future financial resources are going to 
* be. Unless we receive a full recognition of our claims from the Government ~ 
_ of India, our position will be one of some difficulty. A second objection is 
that theseare not the only claims upon us. We see how these matters grow 
up; we give relief up to 6 per cent., anda few months later we are asked to 
_ go up to 10 per cent. ; we give relief up to men on Rs. 50 and we are next 
pressed to go up to Rs. 100; while resolutions are constant in this Council 
asking us to do something for the sub-deputy collectors on Rs. 100, for the 
- mansifs on Rs. 200, and so on. A matter to which attention. has been 
prominently drawn in the recently published report of the University 
ninission is the inadequate pay of teachers, and any one can see that 
within the next few years their claims are going to be very forcibly 
-- represented. We are also faced with the possibility of having to raise the 
pay of the lower ranks of the police, and as regards constables especially 
ima ‘itment may be affected by recent ‘improvements in the pay of sepoys. 
eichoage we have given menials relief to the extent of Rs. 4 lakhs, 
schewe, if carried out, will cost us about Rs. 17 lakhs, and I conld 
er instances of a like type. These are all practical reasons which 
to staunch the flow of our sympathy, and we do not feel that we 
as a matter of fact, go much further than we have. On these grounds 
‘afraid that I cannot accept the resolution.” 


be} 




















Fabs 


Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said -— Fi 

d, this is not a matter upon which there can be any argument. 
the arguments based on the fact that there are munsifs and 
‘and so on, T should like to say this—that there is a remarkable 
een the case of those who are given only a living wage and 
in whose case there is some margin. The ministerial officers 
ich does not allow any margin. That is the difference, my 





President} Babu Abi Chandra Datta, = 







Lord. But if Government find that the financial position ‘oes : 
impossible to make further concession, then, of course, Ido not think I ¢ 
press my resolution. I leave the matter to Your Excellency’s G 


The motion was then, by leave. of the President, withdrawn.’ __ we Bz ae 


LIST OF BUSINESS_ITEM Ne. 18. 


_ The President PAN — : 

“Items 18 and 19: raise substantially the same question and it will ae 
convenient if they are both discussed together. 1 shall, however, be. 
prepared to put them to the vote separately from the chair.” ig Fhe 





The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following vencbanione — ae Mf 


This Council recommends to: the Governor -in Council that the Govern- 
ment of India be moved to-raise the initial pay of the ministerial oi ini 
Government offices in Bengal to Rs. 40 per month. 


ae 
The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said :— . ee ae 


“My Lord, the present scale was fixed in Western Bengal i in 1906, I 
believe, Lad i in Eastern Bengal so far as my vecollection ges in 1911 or ‘there- _ 
about. Now the question is that the initial pay of Rs. 30 was fixed on the 
principle that it was adequate to furnish the employés with reasonable ‘incen~— 
tive to work honestly and conscientiously, but that amount was fixed 
that was considered fo be the lowest living wage for a man of the middle _ 

_ class; I take the liberty to read this passage from the report of the Ministerial ” 6 
Ofticers’ Committee of Eastern Bengal and: Assam of 1908-09 :— . ' 

‘From these figures it is apparent that the prospects of an officer attaining, — 
under present rules, a pay of Rs. 50 or over in. the course of his service are — 
remote, that to many a-pay of less than Rs. 40 a month must be the ultimate 
goal of their ambition and that a great part of the official life of the majority — 
will be spent in posts in which they will-draw less than Rs.80., The decision — 
of the question whether on the whole the-pay is adequate therefore ri 
toa considerable dégree on the answer to the question whether a pay * 
than Rs, 30 is such as will efiable a man of the amla class to live in 
comfort and meet the reasonable.expenses of men of the same class. To this 
question we have sought an answer from many sources, and the replies” we: 
have received lead us to the conclusion that there is no room for doubt th: 

Rs. 30 a*month is the very lowest sum which can be held to be a living wage 
for ‘men of the amla class even at the ‘beginning of their service. The facts 
and figures given in chapter X of the report of the Salaries Commission ws 
shows that even in 1885 Rs. 30a month was as little as a nan of mia 
class could live on with comfort. In the twenty years which have p 4 sed | 
sines that report was drafted the cost of living has undoubtedly increased, and 
it is only on the most parsimonious séale that Rs. 30 will now suffice even for sy 
aman with a very small family.” Lea 

That was x era id my Lord, ended ing the scale that vas | 
fixed in 1908-09, because that was consider be the lowest living — 
wage without any reference to the question as to ee ycould 
furnish a reasonable incentive to work honestly and conscien' 
my Lord, if Rs. 30 was the lowest living wage even in 1885 and 
| was considered to be parsimonious in 1905, then the ~ question a 

is the present position in view of, the fact that ‘the prices of 
of all necessaries and of all essentials have risen very abnormally. 
are two estimates es Spest sami seine te i cern 
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a on Re: lutio A ‘4 . 
r. Babu Akhil Chandra. Datta. 


) two estimates were given to the Ministerial Officers’ Committee 
Sr ah of Dacca, Jy,.Khan Bahadur Khwaja Muhammad 
“ i Kali Prasanna Ghosh ur. . It will appear from these two 
~  @stimiates that according to the estimate of the Khan Bahadur Rs, 35 was the 
1 = necessary for the ministerial officers: they could not do 
ss, and according to the other estimate—I moan the estimate of- Rai 
Prasanna Ghosh Bahadur—it was Rs. 30. Now if one goes throngh 
»_items of these estimates it will be’ perfectly clear that prices have 
aereased at least doubly in each one of these items. So that according 
hat calculation the lowest living wage should be held now to be 
70 according’ to one estimate and Rs. 60 according to the other estimate. 
ig also borne out by the figures which were furnished by Your 
cy’s Government in answer to a question of ming at the meeting 
July Jast. From that statement it appears that the prices of 
ecessaries of life havé increased very very considerably—in some cases: 
double, in ‘some cases a little less than double, and so on. Therefore it is 
very serious question as to what the initial pay of these officers should be. - 
fir Excellency may -well-realise the ‘davitable results of inadequate pay. 
Without deseribing that in my own words I shall place before the Council 
Reece deseription given by the Ministerial Officers’ Committee in 1908 
: out the inevitable result of such an inadequate pay. In paragraph 28 of 
e report it is stated :— : ‘ 


% 


‘From the low pay, the method of recruitment and want of training 
general inefficiency and—what is by far the most serious defect—the 
- of corruption which has eaten so deeply into the ministerial staff. 
figures in paragraph 22 show, 57 per cent. of the staff must either 
d in part on private means for their existence or must subsist by dis- 
honesty, and if we count in thé apprentices, the percentage rises to 64. Of 
private means amla and apprentices as a class are not possessed to any con- 
rable extent. Mutual help, when there is a family party in the office, 
“keep some on low pay or no pay from the path of dishonesty ; but the 
aittee feel it is no exaggeration to say that fully one-half of the low- 
paid officers and of the apprentices live on what they, by illicit methods, 
‘extract from the public. The methods resorted to are many. As in- 1885, 
now. information is sold té the public which cither it is in the interest 
Government to keep secret or which can only be obtained legitimately 
mt-of fees—delay is caused or procedure is expedited in return fgr a 
ouceur—processes are issued or not issued, served or not served, to 
the convenience of the man who bribes tho highest, papers disappear 
’ or reappear mysteriously, and in extreme cases, when the cashi. equivalent is 
; ming, records are tampered with, at times, in fhe most ingenious 
ties, in the most barefaced manner. The records. of all or nearly 
Il districts afford abundant instances in which dishonest dealings on the * 
art. of the office employes have been detected. But detection in such 
rs is a mere accident since it is neither in the interest of the briber 
91 to disclose the transaction and the fellow officers of the bribed 
mostly “liye in glass houses” even if they know of the transaction 
disclose it unless impelled to do so by enmity. Tt is of coirse not 
1 on low pay only -who take bribes. A habit once aéquired is not 
off and the officer who was driven by necessity to take bribes 
y was low finds the habit cling to him and even if he, when he 
ag wage, desire to be honest he must often find that he cannot 
from the mesh of the professional briber.’ ea 
i at ¥ 


= Lord, the questi di cussed there is what is the remedy of 
ft ; ‘The otis ae’ Hac of the Committee_on the question 
z 30- +e a. Vee ~ i ; fee 


are a es hae 
ar - 


| Seer Rn Goss is ‘ 

















“sailed Abel Kaien sat 


‘First and foremost it’ i sg mgs ree st oe diel é 
employed in any capacity a living ‘wage 8 uw This alone” 
erento corruption ; but at least it will reduce to a paursipe 
can be resisted, what is now an imperiout necessity, a e 
pate for «ill clerks to’ begin and run their official course forme e 
to dishonesty. To effect this it is in the first place necessary to’ aie 
initial pay to Rs. 80.’ 

Under these circumstanoes the faitind Pay! was raised w Re. 
1908-1909. 


a 
Now the question arises as to what is the lowest living aye now 
is a problem which Government ought to slove undeterred by the ¢ 
tion that it is a question of great financial responsibility. a4 is true that 
little concessions that have been granted to the menia = fe inyol 
Government in avery large expenditure of about 74 lakhs, one ibe 
that is a problem which must be solved. If Government do ae 
for these ill-paid clerks then they will eke out their existence a 
corruption. They anust live and they must have their food to 5 
body and soul together. Of course there is the question of luxuries, by 
is a different matter. When the lowest living wage is very much 
‘than Rs. 30, then the question arises how will they meet their wants. 
I have already submitted they must live whether Government increase 
pay or not. If the pay is not increased, they will haye no other i rei 
left _but to take to corruption. Now what is corruption, my Lord? It -only — 
means that they will have their money from the ratepayers at large not 
honestly but dishonestly by the back door. So if the whole question. is. 
analysed and critically examined it makes no difference whether that 1 
‘makes its way into their pocket in the shape of bribe or in the shape 
increased pay—I mean so far as thé rate-payers of the country are con 
” it makes no difference. So even according to that calculation it is high time, 
~ Lord, that the whole question should be discussed and inquired into. 
hat I wieh is nothing more than that, Imust admit that I have ma t 
iz 



















specific recommendation, bécause if Iam to move a resolution. like J 
must make a specific recommendation, I do not pretend to say that 
recommendation that I have made is very precise or exactly what it ought. 
be. That is a matter which must. be left to Government and it is 

me to submit, but. it any. case, it is high time that the question as to 1 
should. be the lowest living wage, according to the present prices of. 
shoiild be considered, and after coming to a decision on this point the | 
living wage should be given to them by way of increment. 


With these observations I ‘beg to commend tue ‘pesblution: for the 
- acceptance of the Council. A aie 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :-— BS aula 

“My Lord, I rige to speak on this resolution. As has beside 
by Your "Excellency it is substantially the same as the one which 
myname in general form, The ageeion of the pay and prospects _ 
terial officers should be in my humble opinion considered b 
without ether delay. I am Ps. seaprbit ody w awd 
wipes ae of the cape ike mae ¥ “Tie wil it in the 
and court. offi ear like na 
away with the habit st whl has “A hind 
hoped that if they get living bangs as. hha 
opposite, and if they are not driven to cmt ihe 
and it may gradually i in the Ic ran disappear. — 
_ now, venture boldly and openly to ce 
because the aaly. revo» whe ean brine. 


F ; 
ay ee Ste Sat? is CR Nas 








jorition.bécatne 


not Cinogeene tt Lord, I am_ id 
ve Exeelléney's Government in our 


ions of the ministerial officers , of 
tt Pierce osition 
he prese monet? 

er. a aad that i substantial increase 
involve the expenditure of a large 
ur financial conilitionis not very good 
several of our pressing deman|s, 
want to have something done they 
-and they. have te ne without any very great ip gaat 


ke have affected alt ‘classes of people, not only the 
agit as well. The eck 3 is felt all over he ican, 


st, ‘i M Ys 
1 a aed we 2 will be told tt 
not adit Se za large 


tn highest. Government have been more than consi- 
g the question of pay and allowances and the prospects of 
8 soryions for instance, Medical, Civil, Police, Forest, etc., 
been found for the i improvement of the pay of these high y 
fe donot. = them this improvement, but we think that 
Saks quae the State -who do more: or ‘less hard and 
d receive some consideration at the hands of their 
Ly m poe I think it is not necessary in order to make out.a good 
; of these ministerial oficers to place all the facts before the 
se Eu piihyamar oie we a aware of these facts, and I know, my 
orders have bee ting small allowances to lowly 

» Hon'ble Sir. oe my. Wheeler has observed that most of the 
f shave: received some allowance, but I beg to submit that it is 


steps should be taken to. 


rove the pay and: prospects of 
bareanys In_ the resolutac * 


of which I have given notice 1 


Bon ‘experience is limited to mufassal offices only. J ven- 
ow or other make their position 
eo Government,"and they have opportunities of pressing 
4 of Government which the poor ministerial 
8 1 have no, just as in the case of the members of the 
friends at Home who press their 
S kc ate and the House of Commons. The Heads 
are in Caleutta press the ioe of their subordinates 
imes Sipe! gota uae vate of pay sanctioned 
officers. the” oe tart officers in- the~ mufassal 
i ty: h their heads of offices’ hefore Goyern- 
istrict are the same as those in other districts 
. forward with a particular proposal, 

t ie not likely that for the sake of the 
s and district’ iedepe are goilig 
recommendation, 1 think the 


nor sufficient and has left the matter ‘practically where it was, 
ieney and: purity of these officers it is absolutely necessary _ 
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‘me when Is say that the lowest rung of the ladder : 


officers of Government in the » 







































: Ss esn’sta Sai Coanesicautate a 
_decision which Your rma leas Br csi 8 
able to Yaseen’ Paid atte 


The Howe Si Henry Whee it — Ae a - ea 


Sir, it must ‘be obvious- from what 1. have eon 
Government is likely to take in connection with these two 
we cannot see our, way to give temporary. relief toa rest 
respect of special conditions, we cannot equall{ see our Bs dia? 
a larger number and on a “more permanent basis. -I haye alread} 
Council to consider my Agro ghee general remarks in ‘refefence | t 
resolutions, and there is little more that I wish to say. | ey 
oné or two points particularity apposite to these two resolutic 
convenient to mention first the second resoluton-—that 
Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem—as that has the wider scope « 
resolution makes the general proposal that steps be taken to’ 
and prospects of all ministerial officers in the a eragik ox 

Ido not want our attitude to be open to misconception. We are ¢ 
’ taking steps to improve the position of our ministerial officers. 
; ogee in the Financial Department that some cases of this 
“In this year’s budget, we have inade provision to improve the 
sailed clerks who, as everybody recognises, were inadequate 
ated. As another example, it was only a few days ago that = 
scheme for the improvement of the pay of the clerks in civil 
inthe mnfassal, and we have a proposal before us for improving the 
~~ prospects of the lower division clerks in the Secretariat. 
instances of cases that are ‘constantly coming before us, som 
through and some are rejected according to the estimation we f 
merits. But J take it that-this resolution really | fe pecrte: that 
open an enquiry of a general character. Revisions’ n 
neral Paap oak IN fad anak ats aot in 19tle pe: 
1 an practi y what we e chinks eat 
‘je that we should. at this juncture, undertake a Linens 
as we know by experience, always inv@lves a 
undertaking that now, for the reasons - pues 
particular the present time could not be more | 
eXamination of this kind. Conditions are abno 
- whegher or not prices ever fall to the pre-war level 
fall to. an appreciable extent. Should w 
i, ‘of this: Ge should bean ever exhale? ] 
e8, We 8 in great dangor of, fixin, re 
pe he That, to my mind, atever‘wo may hve $daio ; 
conclusive reason for deferrin n ‘of 
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ed.relative to tbe lower division of the Secretariat also contemplates 
the initial pay from Rs. 40 to Rs. 50; and I very much fear—in the 
“matters act and re-act upon one anoth relay Be it will’ have an 
n —_ the Secretariat. So in that way certain things have been 
certain things have been foreed upon us, but forthe reasons which - 
given, 1 would deprecate any general and sweeping investigation, 
of pay wholesale with one stroke ‘of the pen from one rate to 
ion of that kind very often entails quite unexpected con- 
~ Obviously if we are to oi up the mufassal rate to Rs. 40, we will 
hat the Secretariat rate of Rs. 50 is quite inadequate, and so on. 
ile we will try to consider individual cases that may come up 
from | time to time as sympathetically as°we can; we demur to any 
ral Beene: or enhancements of the kind contemr lated by Five two 


? 


yn’ fo Babu Akhil Chandra Datta cit et 


‘LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, 19, 


on ig motion ial stoods in the name of the Hon'ble Maulvi_ 
was then put and lost. = 


5 ft ie “adem Council recommends to the Governor in Councii that steps | be taken 
improve the pay and Prospects et auinisterial officers of the Gaverimens of 
in the sacitngeal . 


“List oF BUSINESS_iTEM ‘No, 20, 


ions be ‘issued to the offeers concerned to ensure the selection of 


w Si tir the system. ‘of wal ae jury has now been extended to 
districts of the Presidency peaiuae of courge Jalpaiguri and — 
ng. In those distri iit no where the system of trial with the aid of | 
in, voce it di ot yery much matter if the assessors had not — 
because after all the opinion of the assessors was_ 
: But matters are different so far as jurors are 
having he gee finality which attaches to their aisha 
‘importance at pare ‘should be taken in. selecting persons 
wish to enter into the details of the arguments - 
I have reason to believe that the Licence 
= _isimaen ad 8 Revert ene phi 


it this: sina cobasneson through with as little further saan as ‘ 
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Ser “This. Council» reco to the Governor in Council that outtatie Ss 























































ment” might be interpreted to be an 
with their: Rperrpenieer ndence. “Bat 
h T have in view, and a ne it will be 
grievances of such a terion character, 





r alts se oc] 
rs to the defence, en persons Be 4 
ure. or, a8 is popularly kuown, — 
security for good behaviour in the case —_ 
difficulty whieh an accused person in 

— am. speaking from personal kpowledge—is this + 
ths who. are required to try these cases in the mufassal 

‘the trial practically m the thana compound. It may be that — 
d, in the interests-of the accused persons themselves, that the 
be held if not im his own village at least in the vicinity of his 
as it is popularly called, within the locality. Iiut things become . 
‘ i a the Magistrates hold the trial in the thana compound, . 
ose circumstances, the witnesses are under the control of 
y, it sometimes happens that as. soon as proceedings _ 
‘an aceused, he. is immediately sent to hajat and he rarel, 

y of communicating with lis friends and relations. In sue 
date is given and the trial is held several miles away from tbe 
quarters where the man is locked up, and the result is that he — 
a lawyer to defend him nor can he communicate with his ~ 

relatives, In such cases the man practically goes undefended. 
» mainiy the two difficulties which accused persons encounter under 
ions ; and T to suggest that, without meaning in the least 
with the judicial independénce of the Magistrates, some sort of 
ons may be given to them so that an acoused ee vy in 
properly defending himself. a 


portion of the resolution refers. ‘to the difficulties of those . 
> have come forward to ofter sureties for their good behaviour — 

‘sare passed. It so happens that as soon’ as a surety comes 

a ication offering as. oot the case is sent on to the Police 

si by ae oe time the Police finish their. inquiry, the man 

rill remains in hajat. It sometimes happens that days and days are 

and ultimately the Police report practically on no reasons whatever 

g to accept hose persons as sureties. ‘The Magistrate accepts such 

hout making any inquiry. In such cases I submit that 

ns oF to the sureties who come forward that the — 

- himself instead of relying solely on the 

‘ical ens — I venture is "hot 
Eselarid may be given to the istrates. My Lor 

had a a of the Council any further regarding 

ogar¢ the way | in which they weigh 

the one ela discretion, but I only wish — 

1 ti thei in pioeee. that the sy esc might ba 

at persons may have opportunity — 

orders have been pane that they 
‘out that: order. pe iets Wai Z 




























y provide ee in 0 the. 4 
ce ages to which ‘the’ issue Ey ay 
desirable, f atin’ _ask as 


ay 


the cases to which I ide raterdi's are eof “i 
atch cases have occurred, and it appears’ — 
of the fact that the Code of Criminal Pro- 
as to the manner in which the trial 
atters within the discretion of a Magistrate — 

5 executive officer. However, a discussion ofall 
wee rover Ag aon g boaah it eens Sea 

e Government, but, since the conside 
it this resolution cannot be accepted, I do not tatie. 
le to press — this resolution — any periet.. < Say mate 
VI i Bn to sigan the resolution.” si 

















‘the Tivsenio? in Council that Sanne 
with Calcutta by rail. 


bs ’ 
ah ‘ Sy i 
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y dian character and it recommends that — 
rin hiy Coupe a by rail, 1 pening 
ouneil about four years en the 
Sir Nicholas Beato Bell) en’ behalf of 
e resolution and A oe 3 us to understand 
urisal with Calcutta by rail was under 


out and the question was shelve 
etter financial condition I think t igs 
With: They are w ee beg to 
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Re who oe tina: t 
accepted the resolut 
ber is under the i m 





st 1914, to smi 
ution representing the 
ral PRG T have | 
so Rant ‘as to say that th 


te sage 
RS Rae A 
their annual list of railway proj melu 8 very p 
:  gpeiragros It was after that that a change in opt 
- The project was examined with gree care from e 
2 expert teed oy the Madumati river which it was 
Khulna and pen was sounstable that it would cost eror 


a bridge, and another expert held that the waterways and_ 
were quite iaadequate. The Bengal Government then examined 
very carefully ; and after full reconsideration adv may 6 ioe nig 


~ the Government of India two years Dut 
aeons and additions which were then. proposed 
-would render it impossible on financial ¢ 
=aight even result. in its entire a 


sua ree oaneed. aut pelle paes tisfact 
ee cros are iret an ral Go 
e a would be a constant inemaee 
lation, Th e Bengal Government w 
ublie at that time eanictn the matter was still et jude 
1917, when angther Member asked 2 
- formed that the matter w 
i in the Railwa Beard. 
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| Mr. Cumming ; Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hag ; Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


y even for improved, railway communication, and the Hon’ble Member 
s) ff must be fully aware of the complaint in Bengal that such and such 
3 uke age ye permanent Lage to Bi tract which it covers. In this 
— Instance the main objection was that the alignment in question was at right 
angles to the drainage of the country. — es 


~ 






~~. So far, Sir, I have to disappoint the Hon'ble Member. He may- . 
ner vell ask what is proposed to be done now. My reply is that the 
_ Bengal Government did propose an alternative scheme of connecting Calcutta 


ith Barisal by moans .of an extension of the existing raiiway from 
_ Faridpur, and at the present moment’ the Bengal Government are prepared 
to recommend to the Railway Board that the possibility of completing 
- this ali t should be reconsidered. In view of this, Sir, and of the fact 
‘that while one approach to. Barisal from the west has been definitely 
condemned on engineering, financial and sanitary grounds, still an approach 
~ from the north-west is possible, I hope the Hon'ble Member may see his 

way not to press the resolution. Government desire to do what my predecessor 
ccepted in 1916, viz., to connect the headquarters.of the province with the 
headgyaster of an important district like Bakarganj if it can be properly 
done,” ; con 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Fazi-ul-Haq said :— 


““My.Lord, it would not be a proper recognition of what has fallen from 
the Hon’ble Member were I now to press this resolution. I therefore beg 
leave to withdraw it.” : 


The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


- LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 24. 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution :— 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
to improve communication between Calcutta and Dacca, either by accelerating 
the existing train and steamer services or by sueh other means as to the 
Government, may appear fit and proper. 

He said :— 

_ “My Lod, the resolution which has just been withdrawn bears a family 
fesemblance to the one which I now move. It has alao an ancient history 
behind it, and it also wants to connect an Eastern’ Bengal district with 
~ Calcutta, but I hope, my Lord, that this resolution will receive a more favour~ 
~ able consideration at the hands ofthe Hon'ble Member ‘in charge because’ it . 
“wants to connect the capital of Eastern Bengal with ‘the capital of the 
ovince. In this resolution I have purposely avoided mentioning any 
ular scheme, because in’ my experience in this Council I have found 
it is always safer to leave the question vague ; because whenever any 
mlar scheme is suggested Governinent experts come forward with 
ios which it is very difficult for a layman to meet. I understand, my 
t for a long time a proposal has been pending before the Govern- 
out connecting the town of Dacca with Aricha in the Manikganj sub- 
ion on the south, and if a railway is constructed connecting Dacea with 
and a ferry service between Aircha and Goalundo and the train 
tween Goalundo and Calcutta is made a little faster, I think this 












cca from Calcutta can ba completed in eight hours or exactly 


‘ 


- 


cube We ae 


" proce: 
and water. As regards new lines of transportation there are again two 





Resolutions. 
Mr. Cumming. 


half the time mie taken re = from itn es flee Sena 
prospect of a well-equipped College in Dacea an @ future pro - of a 
ibiee Medical College here, it is as important that the people of Calcutta 
should be in close toach with Dacca as that the people of Dacca should be 
in close touch with the people of Calcutta, and I have been further told that 
this project of a railway “between Dacca and Aricha has received sympathétic 
consideration at the hands of the Railway Board as well; but another 


objection has been raised that a railway on an embanked ‘road will cause 
interference with the free drainage of the locality, and bring in malaria, as - 


has been just mentioned by the Hon’ble member in ‘charge. ‘True it is that 
toa very a extent our railways are responsible for the spread of malaria 
in this. country, and if we are to believe the historians, we learn that malaria 


was unknown in this country before railways were introduced. However, if — 


the question of malaria did not interfere in the construction of the railway 
line from Howrah to Kalka, 1 do not think the small’tract of land which has 
ot many rivers and channels in it from Dacca to Calcutta will suffer much. 


he advantages Of having more easy communication between two important | 


éentres of the Presidency will have greater weight with the public and the 
Government than the danger of malaria, and: ratican easily be avoided if 
we have a sufficient: number of openings in the railway road for the pas 

of water. At the present moment there is an embanked road iy 
from Dacca to Aricha which does obstruct the drainage, except perhaps with 


the exception of 4 or 5 miles. The road is 45 miles long, about 40 miles | 


of it is embanked road and only 5 miles is low road through which the 
water passes. I think ifthe project be taken in hand and openings made 
‘here and there, it will also protect us from malaria and at the same time afford 
greater facility for communication between Calcutta and Dacca which will be 
of mutual benefit to the people of this part of the Presidency as well as to the 
people of Calcutta. With these few words, I beg to commend this resolution 
to the consideration of the Council.” i260 f 


‘ 


The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said :-— tins fe 


“My Lord, the Hon’ble Member has made a proposal regarding the 


improvement of communications in this province which is of peculiar 
interest both to the residents of the eastern districts and of course 
to members of this Council who have “been summoned to attend at 


Dacca. He ,has said that he has purposely framed it in an indefinite © 


form because he is aware that definite proposals are more liable to 


ah’ 


attack.. In his argument, however, he has made one practical suggestion, 


namely, yhe suggestion regarding a railway from Dacea to aspoint opposite 
Goalundo, This has been the subject of a good deal of local discus- 
sion within recent months here in Dacca‘and the local press is very desirous 
that such a project should materialise. Government, I. may say at once, are 
prepared to accept ‘the resolution in general terms without committing 


themselves, any more than the Hon’ble Member has done, to any specific “ 


project. \ 


oe 


It goes without sayi 1g that Government are prepared to accept Pe : 


reasonable improvements in communications which are both the means 
the proof of material pres, There are two forms of improvement: ‘Ther 
© existi 


is improvenient of t ing means .of transportation, and in the second 


place there is the creation of new lines ot transportation. As regards the 


ee means of transportation, I shall be freee to send a copy of tl 
ings to the carrying companies and agencies concerned both by 
sibilities, improvement entirely by Jand or improyement of steamer st 
by water. The Hon’ble Member is Laser kins oe the -se 
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Maulvi Abul Kasem ; Maulvi Fazl-ul-Hag. 


_ possibility, namely, improvement of service by water, that Government. have 
In cor tion an improved water route which if constructed woul shorten 
the river journey to Dacca by one-half ; but on account of various enginesring 

: considerations Government are not in a position to say if, and: 
_ when, effect * will, be given to the.scheme. If, however, this scheme does 
materialise, it will be of very. substantial benefit to Eastern Bengal. As 
regards the other alterndfive of improvement of communication by land, this 
‘oposal of a railway from Dacca to a point opposite Goalundo has been 
revived, and, as I have said, there is much local opinion in favour of this 
particular alignment. On this point, however, Ican say but Tittle at 
present. This much, however, may be said:—that the soundness of this 
project as a financial proposition is at present under examination, and in 

. the-setond place that as regards a railway alignment, the railway policy 
of the Government must be ultimately under the control of the Railway 
Rost Tam afraid, however, that those who advocate the construction of 

line have never seriously considered what the cost would be if adequate 
waterways were given ; and, as I have mentionéd regarding thé previous 
resolution, that a possible source of disease may be created if adequate 
waterway be not given, and secondly, those who advocate this particular 
project have not considered what the effect of an embankment at right angles 
to the line of spill of the big rivers Dhaleswari and Padma would be. 
Imay say at once that this railway project was definitely rejected many 
years ago by the Railway Board, although it had then been considered for a 
number of years. This, as the Hon’ble Member is aware, is primarily 
a matter for engineering experts to determine, in view of the more recent 
knowledge that we have of the hydraulics of ‘the area, namely, what scheme 
would be the least innocuous in point of view of public health and what in point 
of view of capital outlay would be the least expensive. In these circumstances, 
as Ehave already stated. Government are prepared to accept the resolution 
with a perfectly open mind, in view of the further inquiries which are at 

'’ present being made, as fo what may ultimately be a practical solution.” 


‘The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :-— 


~My Lord, I have to thank the Hon'ble Member for the sympathetic 
reception which he has given this resolution.” 


» The motion was then put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 25. 


i! : The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq was to have moved the following 
' resolution :— ; : 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that suitable steps 
be taken for a proper and effective representation of the Eastern Bengal 
districts on the Legislative Council to be formed under the Reform Scheme, 
either-by proper representation to the Government of India or by such other 
‘methods as to the Government may seem fit and proper. . 


u 








sad — beso ae 
“« My Lord, I owe an apology to this Oouncil for. having brought forward 
= 


is resolu solution for discussion. I gave notice of this resolution rather in a 
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- hurry and in response to an urgent request of some of my Dacea friends who | 
thought that Eastern Bengal districts had been somewhat neglected in the 
distribution of seats under the proposed Reform Scheme. At that time it was- 
not possible for me to verify the figures because, if I waited one. day I would 

have been out of time. I now find from an examinagjon of the report that I 
cannot honestly say that the Eastern Bengal distrits have been unfairly 
‘treated. As advised at present therefore, -J- do not think I can pregs this 

resolution. | therefore beg leave to withdraw it.” ne 


The motion was then, by leave ofthe President, withdrawn. z 
“* 


LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 26, 


The following resolution stood in the name of the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur :— ert 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that an expert in 
_ town-planning be appointed as the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust when that office becomes vacant, in consequence of the grant of any 
leave to, or on the retirment of, the present incumbent. 


~The Hon’ble Member being absent, the resolution was not moved. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 27. : 
‘ ; ¥. 


The Hon’ble Mauvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution :-— a 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that extensions of 
service be granted to officers in this Presidency in cases in which they 
happen to be deprived of full pension by reason of too strict an interpretation 
of the recent circular orders of the Secretary of State for India. 

He said :— ; wie os al tia 

“ My Lord, we began this day’s sitting by the introduction of a Bill to 

which reference has been made énce before—I mean the Bill for the Prevention. 
of Cruelty to Animals. 1 thmk I will be guilty of cruelty to members of this 
Council if I make a speech at this hour of the day in- recommending ‘this 
resolution to the Council. What. mean is quite clear from this resélution, 
and the Government and the members will understand what is” meant. 
Under the old rules when an. officer had. to retire under the 25-year rale, 
discretion was given to the Government to grant him an extension on the — 
ground that he has not earned his full pension. Under the recent orders, an 
amendment of the old rules, it lays down that no extension can be granted except. 
on public grounds. The fact that an officer has not earned or is not entitled 
to full pension is not ‘ public grotinds’ and therefore an officer is ‘made to. 
retire simply because he has not reached the full period of service, although 

_ heis capable of good and hard-work. I think, my Lord, that in such cases — 
either by moving the Secretary of State or a change in the regulation, 
a point ee be. stretched in their favour and officers who have one yee 
service and are capable of rendering further good service in the interest of the — 
people, who will have the advantage of their services a small extension should 
be granted in order to enable thenr to earn the pension ‘to which they are 
morally entitled.” ‘ Ens, a 


~ The Hon‘ble Sir Henry Wheeler said — 


“My Lord, to put it in the briefest form, the reson wh: we can sb aos 
_ this resolution is that, constituted as Government ai ecoomacoke as 


hee > 
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ond we ee Fc SRL leat Oe 


the Hon'ble ‘Thog: tear ee 
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Valeutta, on Wednesday, the 3rd September, 1919, at 11 a.m. 


PART IVA.. 


Ne a 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 


- the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


uz Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, 


Present: 


eHis Exceveency trae Rian Hon’stx Lawrence Joun Lovey. Dunas, 
Earn or Ronapsnay, G.C.1.E., Governor of the Presidency of 
Fort William in Bengal, presiding. 


~ Mire Hon'ble Sire Henry Waeeer, K.C.1.8., C.8.1. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. G, Cummina, ¢.8.1., C.1.E. 


he Hon'ble Sir Buar Cuanp Manran, 5.0.8.1, K.C.LE., 1.0.M., Mana- 
RAJADHIRAJA Banapur or Burpwan. a 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. H. Kerr, 6.8.1, C.1,8. # 
The Hon'ble Mr. F. C, Frenen, C.8.1. 

The Hon'ble Mr. J. Lana. , 
The Hon'ble Mr. H. P. Duvat. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne. 





The Hon’ble Mr. M, ©. McAtrin. Pe ; 3 ; o dee | 
‘The Hon'ble Mr. 8. W. Goope. sah ot aba 
The Hon'ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowxry. 


% 
The Hon'ble Cotonen J, K. ‘Chose, M.D., TMS. sd ee 
‘The Hon'ble Mx. 1: 0, D. Dons. ae 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. zi ae CAR. ee ‘3 i : 
The Hon’ble Kuan Racinoe Mavuivi Amrnuy Ista. 
BS The Hon'ble Sm Rasenpra Nara Mookervee, K.C.1.E. 
The Hon’ble Mr. R. V. MANSELL, O.B-E. 
The Hon'ble Rasa Hursuixest LaAHA, ¢.1.%, 
; The Hon'ble Mr. Provasi Cuuxper Miprer, C.LE. 
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Oath of Allegiance ; Questions and Answers. 


i LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 


‘= 


OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


* 
-e 


~ 1. The Hon'ble Mr. Duval made an oath of his allegiance 10 the 
Crown. 


He LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 


The following questions which had been starred were put and 
answered :— 3 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
*1, 


{2 Will the Government be pleased to state what provision there is in Alleged luck of ° 
the Victoria School, Kurseong, for medical attendance for the pupils and staff, medic) 
including the menials ? the Victoria 
School, 
Kurscong. 


0) Is it a fact that recently a death occurred among the pupils, and that 
= only prs attendance available was that of the Resident Surgeon of 
station 


(c) Is it a fact that the Resident Surgeon has not only to attend to calls 

the School, but has also to attend to the station people and the tea plan- 

tations round about, and that this has to be done without any telephonic com.” 
munication which is absent in the station ‘ 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to state what provision they have iu 
contemplation for providing for adequate medical attendance for the school 
in question ? \ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


ae (a) A highly qualified and experienced nurse and a qualified com-j 
foo syed reside on the school premises. Medical attendance is given by the “ 
ivil Medical@fficer and in his absence, the municipal Assistant Surgeon. 


(b) One if the boys died in June last; he was attended by the Civil 
‘Medical Officer and the Assistant Surgeon. 


f) The reply is in the affirmative. Telephonic communication will 
shortly be installed between the residence of the Civil Medical Officer, the » 
plantations and the school. 


(d) Government are disposed to think that the present arrangements 
for medical attendance ure adequate, but it is understood that the Diréetor 
of Public Instruction is cduauierte the desirability of improving  theSe 

ements.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— Pay 
‘ae ite : Tiles x . 
” (a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the pay of Assessors !ay of Aswssors 

of income-tax employed in the Districts of the Bengal Presidency, outside °f'™°™'t™ 

Caleutta rl 4 tea , ia P Y . os y B, ~ 


Be ee 


Congestion of 

traffic in the 

northern sections 
( of the town, 


a : Se Sa Se 


ae 
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2° Questions and Answers. 


(b) What is the pay and grade of Assessors employed in Calcutta? 


(c) Is not the work of the Assessor in the mufassal similar to that of ashy 
colleague in Calcutta ? 


(d) Are the Government contemplating the revision of the scale of pay of - 
mufassal Assessors ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— ve 
““(a) Rs. 75—2—125. a 
(b) The pay of income-tax assessors in Calentta i is graded as follows: — 


Two on Rs. 300—10—350. 
Three on Rs. 250-—10—300. 
Five on Rs. 200—10—250.° 
Four on Rs. 200 each. 


b tee 


‘© (ce) The work is of a similar nature, but income-tax assessors in Calcutta 


- have much more difficult and responsible duties to perform, as the incomes 


_ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— 


to be assessed are much higher and the variety of businesses is much » 
greater than in the mufassal. 
1 (d) No.” 


om 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
“I. 


(a) Are:the Government aware that repeated communications have been 
snade by the District Engineer, District No. I, of the Corporation of Calcutta, 
™"as to the difficulty of sweeping, watering, ‘and otherwise properly conserving 
‘the roads in the Kumertooly and Jorabagan sections of the town on account 
~of the numerous carts and animals which are more or less permanently located 
at all hours of the day on the pablte streets in the Burra Bazar, J orebagan and 
Kumertooly sections of the town ? 


(b) Are the Government also aware that this congestion” causes incon- 
venience both to wheeled and foot traffic ? 


(c) Are the Government also aware that the said District Sibeincer pn 
been complaining for the last 2 years to the Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
“Northern Division, on the subject ? 


(2) Are the Government also aware that although complaints have been 
~made for the last 2 years, the state of affairs continues as before? 


- (e) What steps have been taken or are being taken in the matter ? 


, 
a 


“ (a) and (6) The reply is in the-affirmative. 
(ec) Government understand that several complaints have been Knee to 


the police in this connection. 


(d) Government are aware that no adequate remedy has’ Bi scutes 

for the state of affairs referred to by the Hon’ble Member. 2 habe rman 

of the Calcutta Corporation reports that there has been sa ~ rovement _ 

during the past two years and that carts and bullocks are not now — 
road for the whole 24 hours to the same extent as before. 


During the past.18 months, there have been 9-421 REESE a oi 
a and 5-457 cattle ae been impounded in the "Kumartol an A 
Jorabagan sections of the a 





a7 ae 





4 Qubttheo and Answers. ee a 


tin of the river-side Spies belonging to that body. 


question of providing khatals for the cartmen, who cause obstruc- 
“Ho in ite cue streets referred to by the Hon'ble Membe:. will no doubt be deait 
thi in any proposals made in connection with the river-side area ’ 


_ By the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 


-#iv, ; 
@) Is ita fact that the extra copyists in the Calcutta Registry Office 
~ submitted a petition on the 8th July, 1919, to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, Revevue Department, embodying their grievances and praying for 
improvement of their pay and prospects ¢ 


(b) What action has been taken by Government on the memorial? | 


(c), Is it a fact that old section rates have been abolished and that new 
contraet rates have been introduced with the result that extra copyists are 
unable to earn more than the minimum pay of the ministerial officers ¢ 


(d) Was this the case before the introduction of the new system? If 
“not, what was the necessity for the charge ! 


(e) Isita fact that these extra copyists do not get ¢ any grain compensation 
_ or war allowances usually given for the increased price of food-stufis and other 
tiecessaries of life, although some of them have Bee been working there continu- 
ously for 10 or 15-years ¢ 


: () Is.it a fact that the ores of extra copyists employed i is four. times 
that of the permanent staff ¢ 


(g)'Is it the intention to keep them on permanently, and, if so, is®jit 
intended for'the present to make some of the more senior men permanent ¢ 


- Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
(a) Yes. 


+ eas it was submitted direct. it has been, referred to the Inspector- 
ot Registration for disposal. 


-(¢) In 1899 the section rates, which used to obtain previously and under 


which a copyist used to get Re. 1 for 1,600 English or 2,000 vernacular words * 
"i eibiall were abrogated’ Tn their place a monthly rate ot Rs. 20 for each - 


pai ah pe subject to an outturn of 3,000 words a day, was intro- 

duced in the aleutta office, The minimum pay then admissible to a ‘perma- 

~ nent co t in that office was Rs. 20.a month. This was raised to Rs. 25 a 

fy 1907. The monthly rate of pay of a temporary copyist was at “g 
time raised to that level. 


yi ) No. ~The change was made because the employment of taen on section 
4 rated found in practice to be unnecessarily costly. 


b, de (e) ‘Temporary copyists are not whole-time servants of Government and 
i are ‘therefore entitled to grain compensation allowance; but a very few 










Y ously, are entit tled to the war "allowance. 


— pressure of regwapeon awork. 


1203, © 


(in 7: have referred to the Port Trost the question of the. 


* 





Improvementin —— 


the pay 
prospects of the 
extra copyists 


in the Calcutta - 


Registry Office, 


them who, though technically in temporary conan are entertained con- 


(f) Yes, but the number of extra copyists nphoieid varies trom’ diane to - 
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% Questions and Answers. j 
By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 
*V. : : 4 Dae 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state which of the lines. - 
Navaran-Satkhira and Bongang-Satkhira, as surveyed by the management 


of the Eastern Bengal Railway and which were under the consideration of 
the Railway Board, has been sanctioned ? ; vd ‘ ‘ 


(b) When is the construction of the sanctioned line to be commenced ! 


a 


ye 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


“ (a) and (b) Both these questions might more appropriately be asked in 
the Imperial Council. The Bengal Government have no information under 
the head of either sanction or construction.” ‘ 


_ By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 


*VI. 5 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the constitution of 
the present Garden Reach Municipality!’ How many Commissioners does 
it consist of, and how many of them are nominated by Government atid how 
many are elected ¢ zt 


(b) Is it a fact that the original South Suburban Municipality was split 
up in 1897 into three municipalities, namely, (1) Garden Reach, (2) Tolly- 
gunge and (3) South Suburban (Behala) # 


(c) Is it a fact that the residents of the original South Suburban Munici- 
pality enjoyed the elective system and that, since 1897, the residents of what 
is now the Garden Reach Municipality have been deprived of the privilege 
of electing their representatives to the newly-formed municipality while the 
residents of Tollygunge and Behala are permitted to enjoy the privilege in 
their respective municipalities ¢ ~ 


(d) If so, what is the reason of this differential treatment-accorded to 
the residents of the Garden Reach Municipality? 


, , ' . '- ‘ze ‘ 
(e) Is it a fact that the residents of the Garden Reach - Municipality 
submitted three successive petitions to the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division on the 7th April, the 30th May and the 18th July last, praying for 
the introduction of the elective system and asking him to receive a deputation ? 


(/ ) Is it a fact that the only reply to these representations was given 
in a letter, dated the 12th August last, informing the petitioners that the 
Commissioner would receive the deputation after his return from tour on the 
2nd September at 3 p.m.? 


(g) Is it a fact that while these successive representations were peut 


. with the Commissioner without eliciting any — the Garden Reach 


#,. 


ality was reconstituted by a notification in the Calcutta Gazette on the 30th 

Say last 4 an” 
(x) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing the 

elective system into the Garden Reach Municipality? Ren 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— ee Mae 
“ (a) The present Municipal Board of; Garden Reach consists of 12 

Commissioners appointed hy Government. bet , 

__(b) The’original South Suburban Municipality was first sub-divided in 

1897 into 2 municipalities, viz., South Suburban and Garden Reach, ‘he 

was further sub-divided in 1900 into two, viz., South Suburban and 
y ; Papers plas 


te 


pan 
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( petition arin oem emanate Metis certain ratepayers dated thy 
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BE: harden Reach Municipality, was reconstituted by notification 
dated see 26th auly.- 





; .. ts it a fact that the southern art of the town of Pabna, itclading 
pound, the quarters of pest 


ey the Governor last year on the occasion of his visit to the town and 
His Excellency was pleased to assure the people that necessary’ actione 
d be taken to prevent erosion 
¢) Will the Government be pleased to state what protective steps have 
taken. or are being taken, since the assurance given by His Excellency, 
previ i the rapid erosion of ‘the river below the town? 


Hon'ble Mr. Cowley:— 


a fact that the outlying portions of the town known as Bajit- 

and Ramchandrapur are in imminent danger of heing washed 

Bada, “The The danger in regard to the Court fenpeann and the 
6. 


y to the addresses presen ited at Pabna on the 29th A 
cy the Governor vid: * ‘ The Chief Engineer in the aC 
hab alieat } the scene of the erosion during the 


bet does not expect that further serious 
sar ie me time he proposes to keep the position 


ler careful cearation and the position 
is not possible to sta’ » with certainty . 
inue; Bide ct gd bck sayin 





sie: suindsl patti ba that'd it = 
Hitt Doek-paeda: 3 


and = fami.” tho acount af the Pre ! 
tives, thas net been considered desirable to introduce elec-_ 


officials and the Sitlai Lodge, jg southern part 
ae inimnent danger of being washed away by the Ganges? erosion ofthat 
: As it also a fact that the matter was brought to the notice of His Gs 


peste ge ease is yive bsa qose beak to the old channel _ 


to taking auch measures as Miri be. 
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pas 4 Questions and Answers. : 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode: — * : 
~** (a) The reply is in the affirmative. ° 


‘ 
~*~ (®) and (c) The Hon'ble member is referred to the reply to unstarre¢® i 
_ question No. 12 asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri 


at the meeting of the Council held on the 12th August. 1919.”’ 


7 
a 


‘ > : 
Po “ 


By the»Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: ee" 
*X, as 4 
* With reference to the resolution moved in this Council on the 20th Mevision of the 


November, 1917, when the Government held out a promise to revise the a: Bo Breet: 


ye and ag of the Subordinate Educational Service and the Lower Subordinate and 
iu 


inate Educational Service, will the Government be pleased to state Lower, 
.. what action they have taken or are taking in the matter ‘ Pree 
' Service. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


_ ‘©The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to unstarred 
ae No. 4 asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray —_,. 
uri. ** 


~” By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


*Xhe 
» - (a) Isit a fact that in the contemplated partition of the present district Site of * 


of Mymensingh the headquarters.of the proposed Kishorganj ¢istrict will be eyjimtens. 
Lym réen{! q prop gan] of the proposed 
sy oe x ‘ . 
(b) Haye the Government consulted the wishes of the people of the 
proposed Kishorganj district in the matter ¢ 
~ (¢) Are the Govermnent aware of a feeling amonget the people that the a 
“™focation of the headquarters at Kishorganj will be unsatisfactory to the 
_ people. concerned and that they are in favour of haying the headquarters at 
| ~Husainpur ? 5 
(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
_ showing the comparative advantages and disadvantages of Kishorganj and 
Husainpur in this respect ¢ 


Kishorganj 
district. 


. 


__ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr:— 
w + ; , (a) Yes. r, 
_ (b) Yes. - The Hon’ble Member is referred to the resolution on the subject 


phils partition of the Mymensingh district which was published in the 
aleutta Gazette of the 2nd June, 1915. i 


5 end (d) In response to that resolution representations were received 
_ from vig male Be People’s Association and others proposing that Husain- 
ur should be selected as the district headquarters instead of Kishoreganj. 
Similar representations were received in favour of other small tewns. .The 
_ main objection brought against Kishorganj was that the water supply/is 
insufficient, but special inquiries made on this point showed that an ample 
supply could be made available. Apart from this, Kishorganj has decided 
an over Husainpur in that it is centrally situated on the Bhairab- 
_ Mymensingh Railway, w' Husainpur is on the western boundary of the 
_ district about nine miles distant from the railway. Moreover, Kishorgan|, 
bei “ady a subdivisional headquarters, could-be converted into a district 
headquarters at uch, less expense would be incurred if the headquarters 
ein At ; a“ 
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‘ a Questions and Answers. . 


te, , as! 
were located at a place where no Government buildings exist. For these» 
7 reasons, Government decided to place the district headquarters at Kishorgan} 


in preference to any of the other places suggested.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 6 aa " 
*XU : — fa es 
Sale of rice Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing~instruc- 
in the tions to the district officers with a view to arrange for the supply of rice in 
cared their districts to be sold at a reasonable price before lewis any portion of 
~ the supply “to be sent outside the district by the rice dealers ! ; te 
tak 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


‘The answer to the particular question is in the negative. Arrange- 
ments are, however, in force in different districts by which licensed importers 
; can import Burma rice on condition that they do not sell above a price fixed 

, by the District Officer. In this connection, the Hon’ble Member is referred 
to the answer given to question No. 24 (d) (unstarred) at the Council meeting 
held on the 12th August, 1919.” : Me 


’y, 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— r 


*XHL 


cee (a) Are the Government contemplating an inquiry with a “view 
wea. to ascertain the causes for the recent rise in the prices of cloths? _ . 
: __ (b) Will the Government be pleased to state what, if any, measures are 
roecy taken for the supply of cloths at comparatively cheaper rates during 
the aye and winter sessions, i.¢., in the months of September to January 

next ¢ £ 4% 


(e) Have the Government considered the desirability of arranging direct 
with the mills and the mill agencies for the sale of cloth ? » 


44 


= 


7 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— . 


“ (a) No. The causes. of the high price of cloth are known and there 
hasbeen very little rise recently. 


(b) Arrangements have been made by local bodies both in Calcutta and 
in the mufassal for the supply of a limited quantity of cloth at: approximately» 
pret. prices in view of the possibility of a rise of price at the time.of the 

ujas and afterwards. ‘ 


= (c) The arrangements referred to in the preceding reply have been made 
direct with the Bombay mills.”’ . am 
bing 


By the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur:— ee 
_ #KIV, Ra?» | 
Bite for a new _ (a) With reference to the question of.a site for a new Legislative Council 
Coes’, _Haltefor , have the Government considered whether the Victoria 
Memorial Building, now approaching: completion in construction, would be~ 
suitable as a meeting place for the prospective Legislative ‘Council # ! 
(b) Have the Government considered that the distance of the Victoria 
Memorial Building from Government House and the business ‘part of the 
town with motor-car telephone conveniences would be conducive | to its 
adaptability as the future Bengal Parliament House? OE Aes! tet ee igh ah 


- 
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‘ Questions and Answers. : ~ 
_. (¢) Are the Government considering the desirability of referring to the 


committee which they have recently appointed for advising them a suit- 
able site for a new reser Council Hall, the question of the utilization for « 
such purpose of the Victoria Memorial Hall? 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— __ w 
“All suggestions of this character will doubtless be examined by the F 


_ committee recently appointed to consider the question of a suitable site for the 
~ new Council Chamber. | Pending the receipt of the report of that committee, 
Government do not propose to express any opinion in the matter.”’ 


x 


- | UNSTARRED QUESITIONS. 


(Answers to which were laid on the table.) ° 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
>. ae : 
(a) Will the Goyernment be pleased to lay on the table a statement Bstate of the 


showing*the amount, the rate of interest, and the date of the loan given to jhe 


Maharaja Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore, Kt., from public revenue and the time- Kumar 
limit, if any, for re-payment thereof? Tagore, Kr. 
(b) Is it a fact that it was-laid down as a condition that the Government 


d recoup the loan in 8 years and then release the estate of the Maharaja 
from Government management ¢ 


____ (ec) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing, year by year, the amount that has, up to date, been realized and the 
balance due ¢ ; 
'_ (d) Is it a fact that the late Rai Jamini Mohan Dass Bahadur was placed 
on Be eg duty in the Tagore Estate for about’6 months and that he prepared 
a scheme of management and also submitted to Government a report on the 
management of the said estate ! 
2 no A the Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the. 
said scheme and report ¢ 
({) Was the said scheme approved by Government? Was it followed by 
Mr. Mackay, the present-Manager of the said estate? cs 
g) \s it a fact that Naibs and Assistant Managers are being annually 
paid bonuses varying in amounts from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,500. 
(ky'Is it a fact that the total amount of such bonuses comes to about 
Rs. 15,000 annually? Are such bonuses allowed by the rules of management 
of such estates. 
-_ (@) Was any sanction ever obtained from Government before increase in 
salary and payment of bonuses, fixed travelling allowances, charges for horses, 
elephants aad aiieh boat were made by Mr. Mackay! 


 (j) Are bonuses and green-boat allowances, in addition to fixed travelling ; 
allowances, paid to circle officers of Khas Mahal, Ericumbered and Wards’ . 
ane tea 


yot 


the excessive est charges of the estate Recon 
special refe ‘to the payment of bonuses! If so, what action was taken 
by the Government in the matter! | 


ie (a Is it'a fact that the Maharaja Sir Prodyot Kumar Tagore complained 
to Government. t 


4 
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~~ > Questions and Answers. - | 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— iat #: 
“ (a) Loan of 50 lakhs at 4 per cent., 20th November, ‘1908, oan of 10° 


~ Jakhs at 6 per cent., 7th July, 1915, Total 60 lakhs. 


No time limit for repayment. 
Estimated probable date of liquidation, psp 35. 





*(b) No. oth 
(¢) 
Pay ents. 
- Amount realized, 
: ' Rs. | A. Pz 
1909-10 ee a +. 609,204 0 0 
1910-11 ve ae ww» =. 402,018 2 0 
1911-12 ae + exjesntagaey hee 8. 5 
1912-13 x sae bts jee’ *2,80;87F °2 6 
1913-14 soe aot ev 210,000 0 0 
1914-15 Say a «» -3,62,193 10 0 
° 1915-16 aoe 5, ..  1,75,000 0 0 
1916-17 <a 7” ..  1,75,000 0 0 
1917-18 bbe af «375,000 .0 0 ¥ 
1918-19 a P  — 1,70,000 0 0 
Total payments os w+ 80,09,210 6 11 
Balance outstanding soe -29,90,789° 9 1 








N.B.—By the terms of the Deed of Mortgage certain immoyeable and moveable propertisadiwore to 
Le sold and the proceeds as realized paid to liquidation of the loan. This accounts for the variations ia . 
annual payments. 

(d) to (‘) and (k) This portion of the question deals with matters affecting 
the private affairs of a private individual which are no concern of the public; 
and Government are not prepared to make peels F information with regard to 
them. 


(j) This is the subject of inquiry.”’ 


+o. _By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — Bes SRT, 


~ 


be * (a) With ine Nay to the answer given to my unstarred question - 
No. 49, on the 12th August, 1919, will the Government be pleased to. lay: on 


~ the table the report of the Conservator of Forests regarding the i as 
eube Be 


made by certain forest contractors of Darjeeling against Mr. gir 
Corservator of Forests ¢ 


by (b) When were the inquiries referred to in the said answer ordered — 


~. and what opportunities were given to the above contractors to weeny xe 


the allegations they made in their memorial? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— : , 
4 . 


; “ Government are not prepared to supply the information ait i is not in 
the public interests to refer toa matter which is or will be the subject matter 
cf a criminal case.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Re Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


3 Ms, ol ie 
“@ Is eats that— : ee 


(i) the Upper Subordinate Service of ithe Public a Depart 


Pe 
* 


the sale of pay and allowances then 
(ii) that the scale of pay and fixed has semaine’ 
sameever since; =» Ae) 


Ls 
be 


ah er 
‘ 


‘ » 4 : 
! X ” 


ame , Cs 


fie pee oy Nhs uf * ; ‘ 
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em Pen s a AterS 5. ae = a ee a ee ee 
Questions and “Answe''s. ae : 
ae. Rg Ne : 2 
» (it) the peurcetions required from the members of the service who 
«have joined during the past 25 years or more, have been steadily 
- = raised, without any compensating rise in salaries or allowances; 
wd (iv) in 1913 the Secretary of State for India sanctioned certain schemes - 
; for the betterment of the service which had been submitted. by 
_~ the Local Government ? a 
- (b) What are the features of these schemes as sanctioned by the 


‘Secretary of State, and what steps have since been taken to give effect to 
‘them in Bengal ? . 


* 





. 


“4 * ‘ 
__ (¢) Have the Government received any memorial from the members of ; 
the service in Bengal ¢ : : * 


(d) \s it a fact that several other provinces have already granted 
i sed pay and allowances, with time-scale, te the members of the Upper 
_ Subordinate Service in those provinces 4 


ita tay the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— i, 
“(ay (i) Yes. 


_ (ii) Yes, except that sub-engineers, Ist grade, are now granted under 
certain conditions two periodic increments of Rs. 50. 

(iit) No. The qualifications required have not been raised, but the 
standard of education of those seeking training in engineering and subse-— 
quently competing for appointments in the Upper Subordinate Service is 
higher now than it was 25 years ago. an 


_» (iv) No. The Hon’ble Member possibly refers to the fact that in that 

year the Secretary of State sanctioned the grant of certain enhanced financial 
powers to Local Governments; these enhanced powers enabled Local Govern: > 
merits themselves to deal with the memorials of members of the Upper Subor- 
ditiate Service which had been submitted to the Government of India, " 


(b) Ag stated above no scheme has been sanctioned by the Secretary of | « 
State. The present position is that in 1915 the Government of India sugges*=,  * * 
ted certain broad principles to be followed in revising the pay of the Upper 
Subordinate Service and the substituiton of a time-scale of pay. A time-scale 
was drawn up; but effect could not be given to it at the time .owing to 
financial conditions brought. about by the war. It has subsequently begli, + m 
re-examined and revised and it is hoped that it may be brought into force at 
an early date. 

(c) Yes. ! wae 


Ata d) It is understood thatthe Governments of Madras, Punjab, United 
; of Agra and Oudh and Bihar and Orissa have already introduced 
time-scale of salaries.” i 5 


ee 


a 
is ¢ ie hag 4 oe 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 
(@) With reference to the answers given to unstarred questions Nos. 9, 10 Renceeeeinr 
and 12 at the Council mecting on the 1 Angas, 1919; regarding the reorgan- .,ordinste 
ization of the Subordinate and Wower Subordinate Educational, Servi and Lower. 
are Government m a position to make a statement as to th oe 
jpproximate time when the scheme for the improvement of those services will go yicou 
igiven effect tof e as 
“any tentative scheme been drawn up in this conneetion pendin 
eration of the question of reorganization of the higher services o 
ion Department? If so, what are the main features thereof ! 







=a 


i 


2 al : 
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; - Questions and Answers, > 
2 z= we igen is 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— : ae 


" « (a) and (b) The reply is in the negative. ‘The géneral principles’ on 
which reorganization should proceed are, however, oveing worked out.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— i it 
‘4 5. 
War With fegard to the recent orders of Government regarding. war 
aye allowances to officers of Government drawing salaries of over Rs: 12, ut not © 
iicers'ot * more than Rs. 50, will’the Government be pleased to state what principle 
Rove sypen. has been followed in the distribution of these allowances ¢ es 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— ; ee 
~ . ‘* The allowances were fixed according to, the grades of the officers 
concerned, and in each case the allowance is equivalent to 5 per cent. of the 
,= maximum pay of the grade.” . coke 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:—  =§_* © | 
6. 
Supply bf. ~ What action has been taken in Dacca, Mymensingh and Tippera in 
rice in tle © pereanner of the recent ordinance regarding the’supply of rice, and how-far 
ag = as it heen effective in controlling the price and supply of riwe in each of 
Mymensingh these districts 4 “Se : 
and ‘Djppera. an tt pr ee 
tix “Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin;— . 
i “No notification under Ordinance IX of 1914 was published | in the 


* district of Tippera; and no specific action has been taken in the districts of 
ae Dacca or be aan under the powers conferred by the notifications 
~ .,,relating to those districts.” 
at r Ph. 


~ + © By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 
‘ p 4, y 


Number of » How many memorials and representations have the Government received 
memorials aud © wp to date from public associations and meetings mgnaienes the prevailing 
_ Teuretantations “high prices, and what action has been taken. thereon 


Governinent 
* wwing to the 


prevailing ~ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— . it 

st gine lk ‘* Twenty-nine. It is difficult to say what \,actiou has been specifically 
taken on each of these memorials or representations, «s the matter has been’ 
constantly engaging the attention of Government. ‘The latest results are 
those given in the recent communiqués of the 28th and 31st August, 1919, 
of which copies are laid on the table."* _ eA 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
8. 


$ 


tt vs 


wrt? § 


s 


Alleged sf 
gelorenagp > B08 of Bengal ‘ 


(a) Are the Government aware of the grievances of the district 


ofthe © ; ark . ae 13 , 3 . 

~ "= (by Will the Government be pleased to state the reason why eis SO. 
Siege reat [ inequality of pay between settlement kanungos sngagnet trio’ 
of Rouge anungos of Bengal? Rae Se ae 


Pos 





— 


© Nat printed in thieve Rrocde@ings.! ) 008) oc tem regu 





x -—,” 
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hi ae i 
Questions and Answers, a 


ty, xo) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
nt showing the number and otber particulars of yearly promotions to. 
the subordinate civil service since 1914 from— R's 


fase _() the settlement kanungos, and 
~ (dd) the district kanungos, 


and state the reason in each case as regards the general qualifications and 
_ special t, if any, and period of service of those who were promoted ? 


ae : (a ) Is it a fact that the claims of the district kanungos were totally 
ignored in 1917, and again in 1919, when 14 vacancies were filled up by 
promotion from the settlement kanungos alone? ; 


(e) Is it a fact that a promise was given to the district kanungos that 

they would be promoted to the subordinate civil service for their good work 

and that wherever possible the services of deserving and efficient men would 

also be utilized as managers and sub-nianagers of Government, and wards’, 
attached and trust estates in the Presidency of Bengal? 


(7) Was this promise duly considered at the time of the recent appoint- 
ment of the manager of the Bainchi B. L. Mukherjee’s Trust Estate in the 
district of Hooghly ¢ 


“(q) What is the total number of district kanungos who are at present 
serving as managers or sub-manaygers inthe wards’, attached and _ trust 
estates in the Presidency of Bengal? 

(hk) Will the Government be pleased to state the history of the services 
and academical qualifications of the manager of the Gobardanga Wards’ 
Estate in the district of the 24-Parganas prior to his appovitment to. the 
present post? 

.. (@) Are the Government. considering the advisability of appointing 
deserving district kanungos for their meritorious services as circle officers, as~ 
an experimental measure, and in other vacant posts kept reserved by Govern-.__ 
ment, or likely to occur at the time of the reconstitution of the union boards 
under the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act V of 
1919) ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“* (a) Certain communications regarding their grievances have been 
brought to the notice of Government. ” 


(b) The reasons are as follows:— ‘ 
. ¢#) District kanungos hold permanent and pensionable posts; the posts 
— of settlement kanungos are temporary. 4 
(ii) District kanungos draw travelling and halting allowances; settle- 
~~ ment kanunyos are not entitled to travelling allowance except by 
rail or steamer journeys and for journeys outside their jurisdic- 
tion. 
x (iii) The duties of settlement kanungos are different from, and more 
“arduous than, those of district kanungos 


Geet: (iv) The rules provide for the recruitment of more highly educated 
Mo iat CBD ‘ persons as settlement kanungos than as district kanungos. 5 
Pe hy Te ; 

‘cA comparative statement is laid on the table in which is included the 

‘of service and cducatiohalauallifications so far as they are at present 






* 


-* 
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= —— SS 


™ " a, ‘ * ogi a i at a o! 

_known to Government. Government are not prepared to go into reasons in 

— and give information regarding the respective merits of a. wT 
cers. dikes i» i ere Out t Bam 


(2) In 1917 no district kanungo was nominated for bs Sapp the | 
Board of Revenue. -In 1919, 14 special vacancies due to the increase,in the 
cadre owing to the expansion of the circle system, were filled up by Peometdon 
from settlement kanungos, with the intention of appointing them eventually 
as circle officers. This was done in accordance with, the recommendation . 
contained in paragraph 152 of the Report of the Bengal District Administra-_ 

« - tion Committee that settiement kanungos would furnish a particularly favour- 
able field for the recruitment of the a ie es required 
3 the circle system. The ordinary vacancies for 1919 have not yet been’ 
filled up. 1 : ‘4 


(ec) The Hon'ble Member probably refers to the following statement 
% regarding district kanungos:— prem “a 


oe * Kanungos who have done exceptionally good work will be eligible for 
promotion to the Subordinate Civil Service, and His Excellency in. Council 
desires that whenever possible the services of efficient and deserving men should 
also be utilised as managers and sub-managers of Government and wards’ 


* 


estates.” ; y 
(f) Yes. Sites ae 
(g) One, ae 
_o: (bY Read up-to the First: Arte standard. 1A. hidtory iof die edrwiees ia 
> laid on the table. - i with th eee 


(7) Government do not propose to reserve any posts for district kanungos’ 
jn-connection with the recruitment of circle officers, but it is pees to the Board 
“tonominate district kapungos for those appointments as sub-deputy collectors: 
. that are made on the nomination of the Board.”’ | : a as 
: ant 
Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble MR. MCAPLIN to question 
» No. 8 (unstarred) asked by the How ble RA MABENDRA CHANDRA MITRA 
~~~ Banapur at the Council meeting of the.3rd September, 1919, shawing 
_ the appointments made to the Subordinate Civil Service from amongst 
_» ~ District and Settlement Kanunyos from 1914 to 1919. . ined 















WsTuicr Kaxuxoos, Surrumiexr KakUxaow,) 6 |S 


“owe nd peridot" evo” 
















Total number 
cy eee oot 
Oollectors 








Tota} dumber Titer 48 Cah 
mppalaxes ioe Name, educatfowal tio A quatiiontions ait pelfod of 
Collectors 5 
hea a “s 


~ x 








| QQ) Baba: Jaladhar Ghosh; wt, 9 years, 
service. ire 4 
@) aris Muiammad Mahinddin, Ra. _ 
3 spt TZ years’ rvi Ares ke a 7 ah - 

(8) Baia” i Ghosh, wa, was not 
SI eter ha at kon, 

ou it a Ja tie: eine ear ly the 

j (0) Babu Prabhat Chandra Bavit Bay 


‘| Babu Dburjati Kausar} 
Dutta, 9 years’ | 





‘Corporation. 


TS ceeees 


: (H aS: Sime { 


Whattacharji, 
1) years’ nervice. 
First nominee from 
_ thé Rajshahi Divi- 
sion. Nominated 
by the Commissioner 
since 1915, 


(2). _Maalvi Fazlal 

rim, F.A., 4 years’ 
service. A Settle- 
ment Kanungo 
from 1906 to 1914 
and . a District 
Kanungo since 1914. 
Well reported on and 
said to have been a 
firet claws District 
Kanungo, 


No | 


” enone 





sor of the Calcutta 















Nil. 


4 











\ 


SETTLEMENT RANUNGOR. — 


Toa 


Name, educational quaiifi-ations and period of 
servion, 


See 


Babu Sashi Bhusan Ghosh. Entrance. 
15 years’ service, Possessed special survey 
qualifications. Declared by the Director 
of Surveys, Bengal, fit for appointinent 
- Spies Advisor to \ettlement par- 


(1). Babu Dwarkanath Day, ».a., Setile- 
ment Kanungo, on deputation under 


+R: 


the Court of Wards. 
(2). Babu Mohini Mohan Chakrabatti, p.a., 
10 yearn’ service. 
~ 
. “9 
‘a> 


(1) Babu Prakriti Nath Basu, a, 13 
years’ service, 


(2) ,, Anath Baudhu Ray, na, 1 
years’ service. : e 


(3) 4, Suresh Chandra Ghosh, BA. 
12 years’ service. _ 


(4). ,, Saradah Pranuina Chaudhuri, Beds, 
12 years’ service. 


(5) ,, Harendra Nath Mukharji, a.a., 
12 years’ service. 

(6) Maulyi Nazimuddin Ahmad, 1... 12 
years’ service. 

(7) Babu Ashutosh Chaudhari, ¥.A., 2 
years’ service 


(#) ,  Shib Charan Mitra, 1A. 12 
years’ wervice. \ 

iS) ee Pramada Kumar Basu, 1.A., 12 
years’ service. 

(10) Maulvi Kad Faglul Karim, 1.4., 12 
ears’ service. 


(11) Babu —— Ban Banerji, B.A, 11 

(19) 5" Bir Chandra Muka, tehny il 
ears’ Serv! 

(18) Maulvi age ese Mag Mt years’ 
service. 


(14) Shaikh Abdullah, 1.4., 2 yearn 
a be service, 


rc, 


ter ae rf x » 
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Fen me Questions and Answers. » 


we ee 


j a the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 


ae: “@ Is it a fact that the office staff of the Director of Publie Instruction Sducation 
lt da separate list since 1914 or thereabouts? If so, will the Government Department 
dine to state the reasons why officers of other clerical establishments, “"!'°* |" 
‘ioe Divisional Tnspecter’s office, ete., have not been included in that ~~ 
ist 
_(b) Ts a fact that the names of the officers of the Director of Public 
“Instructicn’s office have not since then been published in either of the subordi 
‘nate educational service or lower subordinate educational service lists since 
1914? If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the 
» public were kept in ignorance of the appointments, promotions, ete. in the 
oflice of the Director of Public Instruction ? 


ns-cst by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 

(a) ‘There has been a separate cadre for the office establishment of the. 
Director of Public Instruction since December, 1915. There is a separate 
scale for the ‘office of each of ‘the other Heads of Departments in Bengal. 
Posts belonging to different establishments cannot conveniently be included 
in one common list. 

(6) Yes, for the reason that these officers do not telong to these services 

any longer. It is contrary to the usual practice to notify the appointments 

and promotions of non- gazetted officers in the Secretariat offices and offices 
. of other Heads of Departments.”’ 


By the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq:— 
10. 
Will the Government be pleased to furnish a tabular statement showing— particulars 


about officers 


(1) the names of the officers of the office of the Director of Public In-. jn the office of 
- struction: the Director 
~ (2) their educational qualification on entry; chek . 
~ (8) the date of their appointment and their pay_on the 1st April, 1913, : 
and ist April, 1919, respectively; and 
(4) the number af years they have been serving in the office of the 
_ Director of Public Instruction ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Goode:— 
_.  ** A statement is laid on the table-”’ 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mx. Goove in his reply to question No. JO (unstarred), 
asked by the Honble Mauivi A. -K. Faas. -uL-Hag at the Counctl meeting on the 3rd 
September, 1919. 










4 Namber of years 


rerving in Director 











J nitmet Pay on bet Pay on Ist of Pantic Tnatenc- 
sane Apel. 1913. April, 1919, | tio ay i ReManes, 
6 ie 2 Oe aa 7 a [v 8 
Rs. Y. mM. p. 





—10—300 15 7 4 | Sub. pro tempore 
Personal 
Assistant 
from Ist 
March, 1918, 
on Re: 300— 
40—500. 
250 20 3 0 





ti] 






“a, 





















Xabi AS 





j *. s / . ; 
Mr. J. N. Mukherjee | M.A, Bar-at- | Ist” Marchi, _ 200 200 #9 0 | Transferred 
law. ~ 909. malt ¥ | from”. the 
. f Howrah Zilln 
coh ned wits School. 
Manlvi Abdul Latif} #. A, aha 125 200 10 0 ; 
Khan. to BoA 
wv Abnl Hassan | F, we 150 176, | 18 5° @). 
Abdul Quay- ‘ 
yum, , . > 
Babu Paresh Nath | B. A., Honours | &th October, .\ 196 6") 10 a OF 
Chakravarty. | in English. 1905. — 
» Abinash Chandra | No University | 11th aan 100 150 a0 0 
h allik. qualification. aah , 
» Sarat oe BAL, BL. pen uly, 60 150 10-9 0 ’ 
Dutte / ; 
a Rakhat Dax | No University ie ve fs 75 150 26 0 0 
Malik. qualification. | ber, 1892. ; ; 
Maulvi Abul Khair ... | F.A,, plucked | 3rd 60 125 1...3°.0 Dskciniiiobees 


from the oftice 
of the Assist- 


B.A. 



















































ant Director 
of Public 
- sf Instruction 
ee ™ for. Mubam- 
inudap— Eida- 
‘ ation, 
Babu Atul Chandra |\Bntrance Ist. October, 
Ghose, 1897, 
»  Bhola Nath | Ditto as | 2nd — June, 
»  Sircar. 1903. = 
» Chandra’ Nath] Ditto ws. | Ist Novem- Transferred 
Sen. ber, 1887. from the office 
vf the In- 
specter of 
Schools, 


Chitta,x on 
Division, on 
Rs. 190. 


» Pramatha Nath | B.A, BT. Transferied 


Banerji, No. 1. from the In- 
apecting — live 
on Re, 50, 
-y Anath — Bardbu | Read up to FA. 9th October, v4 
aa. 1901, 
] ash Chandra 'N i 
Aalber oe qualification. 
” Rage weierg Roy | Entrance, road | lst Septem ‘> 
to F, A. { 
» Srish Chandra BA Transferred 
Ghose. ‘from the San- 
skrit College 
on Re. 70. 
t iversi ae ber, 
vos No in ity October, First: appoint 
lication anont 


n. | 1916, 












Babu Bireswar Gupta F. A., plac 
BA. 


» Lalit Chandra | F; A,, plue! 

Das Gupta. Bideoi 
© Brovesi Chandra F.A., pluie 
wh 


Sw 


sae 


2] 


ET PRT PE Ea et 





%, 0.0m, 


a 
— 
— 


10 11 ta 


6 9 0 | First appoint- 
in 


ment 

Director of 

Public In. 

struction’s - 

Pal office on Ist 

July, 1913, on. 

- x Rs. 50. C 
60 11 6 15 
60 826 
60 16 2 «17 

60 3 3 12 | First appoint. 


ment in Diree- 
tor of Public 
Lustructio n's 


‘ 


Res. 50. 


60 011 O | Transferred 


6o|-- 7 170 
50 7119 


50 12 417 


from the Agri- 
cultural ~De- 
partinent on 
Rs. 60. 


50 1. 7 0 | First appoint- 
t. 


50 2 7 7 | First appoint- 


bu 55 0 Danstnceak 


0/8 3h 


went in Direc- 
tor of Public 


I w xtruction's. 


office on 
Rs, 40. 


fas 


from the office 
of the at - 
aut 1 


of Public In- 


struction for _ 
minadan 


Muha 
Educa tion ; 


first appoint-— 


ment io” 


ou 
Rs.40. 0 


Moh the 
“fica” on 


50 | 4 3:20 bs" 0. 









, 


vA 1 fe i. lee rf i 


"7 é 


. { ( 

» Bhupatinath 
a ai arly. 
‘| Vacant \ 
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a . Questions'and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— ~ 
11. \ ; »- + 
Is it a fact that almost all the members of the staff of the office of the Promotions in 


Director of Public Instruction have been favoured with promotions —some (}" (mot 


more than once, from the 1st April, 1913 to the 1st April, 1919% Tf so, will of Public 
the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the cases of the officers iy !*truction. 
the zraded services, Subordinate Educational Service and Lower Subordinate 
Educational Service, who are required to wait eight years before they can pass 
through a grade, have not been considered for promotions? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“Yes. There is a separate cadre for the Director of Public Instruction’s 
_ office establishment.” . 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 


eae “4 
Ts it a fact that while filling up the lower vacancies in ihe office of the fare ee tng 
Director of Public Instruction preference has always. been given to ne in the office 
recruits, though many graduates, long in service, have been in temporary or of ti Direotor 
officiating posts? If so, will the Government be pleased to state why theit’ fastesstinGs. 4 


cases have been overlooked 4 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 
““ The reply is in the negative.’’ 


By the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K, Fazi-ul-Haq:— 


3. 
Will the Government be pleased to state how many office: s, if any, fror Pifficers admitted 


the other offices of the Education Department have been taken into the office ('°\! o¢ < 
_of the Director of Public Instruction since the annulment of ‘tie partition! — Public 
. (tase toes” 
: : r j other offi f 
_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— the Education 


. 3 - ° Dopi ent, 
“ Seven officers from other offices of the Education Department have been °*""“"* 


taken into the office of the Director of Public Instruction.” 


‘By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 
14, ¥ 


+ (a) Will the Government be pleased to state how many extensions have serene 
_ been granted to Rai Sahib Surendra Nath Singh, the present Personal Assist Sabib Surendra 


ant to the Director of Public Instruction ? Nath Singh. 


 (b) Are the Government aware that the extensions granted to the officers 
occupying higher posts mean hardship to many! _ If so, why. having regard 
to thé Imperial Government circular on the subject, has this gentleman beer 
. Given extensions of service! : ! 
— (e) Will the Government be_pleased to state why the pay. of Rai Sahil 
Surendra ‘Nath Singh, Personal Assistant to. the Director of Public 
Instruction, has been raised from Rs. 250 (grade I, Subordinate Educationai 
_ Service) to Rs. 350% nici f ‘ 


- 


<i AEN 


Cal de 


Promotion of 
Baba Adwait 
Rakwshit, 


> 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


Chandra Ch 


mee DPR ae ere 
Y. 4 . ra 4) 


ed 
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é Questions and Answers. 


~ 


‘ (a) Three extensions. ses 

(b) Extensions of service have been granted to this officer in accordance 
with clause(a) of Article 459, Civil Service Regulations, of which a copy 
is laid on the table. ul ep BAe 

(c) The Rai Sahib’s present permanent pay is Rs. 280 outside the 
graded service, his permanent post being that of the assistant next in rank 
to the Personal Assistant. For over a year, he has been holding substantively 
pro tempore the post of Persona] Assistant. in consequence of the absence on 
deputation to military duty of the permanent incumbent and his salary in 
this capacity is Rs, 340.”’ bua? 4 


Article 459 (a) of the Civil Service Regulations referred to in the answer by 
the Hon'ble Mr, Gooner to question No. 14 (unstarred) asked by the 
Hon'ble Mauiv1 AK. Fazi-uL-Hag at the Council Meeting of the 3r 
September, 1919. 
459. (a) Ministerial oltioets who have attained the age of 55 may be required to 


retire. but should ordinarily be retained in service so long as they remain efficient until 
they come under the provisions*of clause (e). : 


* . * . . * . . 


(e) An officer who has attained the age of 60 cannot be retained in the service cf 
Government save in very exceptional circumstances, and with the sanction of the locsl 
Government, 


By the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq:— 


15. 3 

(a) Is it a fact that Babu Adwait Rakshit has been promoted to 
grade V, superseding about 70 senior officers in grade V1? : 

‘b) Is it a fact that he was also appointed Head Master of the Chitta- 
gong School, though there were many officers above him in the grade! 

(c) Is it a fact that he’ was removed from this post. and made an 
Assistant Head Master owing to the representations made by senior officers ! 

(d) Is it a fact that he has been again appointed as Head Master of the 
Khulna Zila School as a special case? If so, will the Government be 
pleased to state the reasons for this promotion { 


et 


Answer by.the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 3 
“ (a) In making Subordinate Educational Service promotions in Septem- 


ber, 1916, Babu Adwaita Charan Rakshit, then Assistant Head Master, - 


Chittagong Collegiate School, No. 70, in class VI, Subordinate Educational 


Service, was pier al aarp pro tempore to class V with effect from 


16th April, 1 cers above him. ‘This special promotion 


16, superseding ¢ Jn oy 
was given him by Sapa after a personal inspection and in recognition 


of his excellent work. : Rant 

(b) and (c) In June, 1916, during the absence on leave of Babu Rajendra 
akrabartti, late Head Master, Chittagong Collegiaté School, 

local arrangements to fill the vacancy, were, as usual, preferred and hen 

the next in rank on the staff, viz., Babu Adwaita Charan Rakshit 
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a 4 Questions and Answers. et 

_(h) ‘Is there any truth in the statement that this detention in grade V of 
‘ie and meritorious officers is due to many indiscriminate postings. 

regen grade officers and recipients of special promotions in the 

higher grades, especially in grade IV? 

(i) 4s it a fact that the congestion is mainly due to a disproportionate 
‘of posts in he different grades and to new postings in saline! without 

on 


in thevorresponding highér grades? If so, what st 
ov alleviating su cunpenine.t g : 80, what steps are 


& 


| ; Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


Sjhifs ul and ®) No service conditions were laid down by the Secretary of 
State for the Subordinate Educational Service. In the Government of 
Bengal resolution of the 30th March, 1897, constituting the service, of which 
a copy is laid on the library table, two principles were laid down:— 


_ © (i) promotion from class to class will not be determined by seniority 

‘ alone. Seniority is only one of the conditions which render an 
One officer ng ot for promotion. Efficient service in the posts 
~ hitherto held, the nature of the appointments in which officers 
-. » are serving, and capacity to fill posts of higher responsibility, 
are other determining factors of equal importance, which are 

- to be considered as well as seniority; 


_ (ti) promotion of an officer to a post of Send responsibility will not 
-_._» * necessarily imply promotion to a higher class on higher pay. 
' ‘An officer’s sdleation ‘for a post of greater responsibility will be 

an. indication of his fitness for promotion at some future time, 
and in this way he will indirectly be a gainer: and in accordance 
ira . with these the Director of Public Instruction is competent to 
sarees withhold the promotion of those officers whose work is not satis- — ~ 
- factory or is of a less responsible character. — ‘ 


re 


: ~ a? 
is -(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply to (a) and (b) above 


romotions of meritorious officers are not stopped. 
~ (d) There are no such rules but in some cases where it was felt that the 
officers had reached thé maximum that their qualifications and responsibilities 
justified they have been put outside the grades so as to relieve the block in 
‘promotions. — f Er 


_( The reply is in the affirmative. 

_(f) No. There are only two such officers. . 

_ (g)_ Officers in grade V of the Subordinate Edutational Service have 
ordinarily to remain in that grade for about six years. 


pando The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to 
m No. 20.” ms 









iy 
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- 


ple Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Haq:— 2 

fact ‘that under the rules feanctioned by the Secretary of State Promotions 

y officer in the Subordinate donations! Service with good snd prospects 
reach to the top grade before retirement? : tas tidbordigats 

t be pleased to statehow many years aro 2 gig 

r under the present conditions of service in the Sub- 


‘Service, to reach grade V and to reach grade I, if he is 
g +e es ade VIET! 5 2 > ’ 


tes 
de AR : 








. Questions ‘and Answers 


0 Se Oe the answer by the Hon'ble , Mn. Goons. to Question No. 21 
: ._(unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Bau Buavenvxa Cuannra Ray at the 











yt 


4 
cA 
4 
al 


s ind meeting of the 3rd. September, 1919, showing the High Schools 
ie. from which scholarship rights have been withheld ne orders f- the 
ia SoG g of Public pears Bengal. 
eae =a f 
? ren bi. ‘ Date of orders a 
. = withholding oe 
scholarship an 
“ rights, ~» 
. - aly 
_ 1, ‘Sachar High English School in Tippera district we 44-19 ea 
2. Sonamutkhi High Englit h School in Bogra district vee 4-4-19 oa 
Rs ‘Farashganj High English Schoo] in Noakhali district 4-4-19 a: 4 
2 4. \Chiculia High English School in Khulna district 44-19 | x 
ge Y 5 4 
_ » 5. Nalchira High English School in Bakarganj district 4-4-19 wa 
fs - ~ ‘ 4 
6. Haria High English School in Midnapore district - 4-4-19 
~ 7. Shibganj High English School in Howrah district in 419 
“ - 8 Saffatola High English School in Mymensingh district 4-4-19 } A 
9, Karanjali High English School in 24-Parganas district 34-19 #2 
a 10, Chauk-Bochai High English School in Bogra district 4-4-19 J] 
11. Chandiprosad High English School in Bakarganj district 44-19" : * 
12. Boalmari George High English Scliool in Faridpur district 4-4-19 | 
13. Gorabazar I. C, High English School in Murshidabad district 4-4-19 
14. Boalia High English School in Tippera district we 54-19 
“15. Sankrail Abhay Charan High English School in Howrah district — 5-4-19 
Saas ngunia High English School in Chittagong district 8-4-19 
; 17. Masni High English School in Khulna district eo BALD Le 
18. Ramananda High English Schoo! at Kishorganj in Sain cdeioenat 1-5-19 
% district, rg 
~ « ™ ™ | 
__ By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra, Chandra Ray:— 
ar ; ’ a | 
22, 
(a) Will the ariednieat be pleased to state the methods by which the Kore t 2 
estimate that one-fifth of a ton of food-grains is required per head of the popu: if Bengal ig’ oa 
. Jppion _per annum has been arrived at, and when was this estimate first made,! tood-graion ©) ne 
for homan << 
__(b) What are the reasons for believing that this is an over-estimate, arid consumption al 
__Binee Aen, and by whom has this belief been entertained ¢ 4 
RG Has any inquiry been held for the pur of ascertaining the exact Pads 
irements of Bengal in Soilersine or human consumption? [f-  * | 
ie: whom, in amet manner; and with what specific results? < wt 
@ 
er the Hon’ble Mr. MeApin:— 3 3] 
“ (a) "Phe Government of Bengal are \not aware how or when first, the 4 
that one-fifth of a ton of food-grains is feaviees per head of the : 
, ‘ion.in India, was arrived at. me ee 
The reason for believing it to be an over-estimate was its failure when \ a 
s a working formula’ ioe Sepaiting dhe esa & e cits province. - o 
&% a ir is Oi: 34 
ies oe 





= 






Se feat’ om 
a . vit understood that all provinces whieh ama to alg the 


ie i _ share this belief: when it was arrived at is not 

Bile ir (c) No; but calculations have been made as to the average: qu i 

Boat 8 *wltice consdmed ape eee Bengal,” saa be Aone 
my By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: i 

® ; . % 23. rs : 

| Total produc e (a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement oni the 


of food-geains - total production of food-grains in Bengal during each of the lastefive years 
ator and the ralaeiey g between the total export and import thereof i in.the corres=~ 


‘for Bengal 
«Hee ““* ponding periods 


Bidest gio () Has a been any excess of exports over imports of. tfood-grains in 6 im 
tae Beng during the last ten years? If so, when, and 2 how much Y 
Bie “Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:—_ fe 
a tee ~ _“ (a) A statement is given below :— ; 
Be i alae - Total estimated production — Net imports of 7 > 
bt ye ‘ ‘ of food-grains, excluding food-grains wine 
t Tir : p - pulses, during the last during the last ~~ 
~ __five years, five years. ee 
wi” ! o ANT tt : Tons. Tons. 
Ri «ie 1914-15 * wo 614,000 435,264 Ps 
y a ae 11546 ae soe see? BART M00 57 761,062 " = 
Fy i 1916-17 ro w+ 8,176,000 679,792 wor 
a 1917-18 ond eae 8,779,000 ra 283,999 
Betas ra 1918-19 en ve 7,011,000,» | 48,577 
hag Tas a eA Ore 


_». No estimate is made of the production of pulses. tee 
; “No statistics are available for inter-provincial imports and exports b 


ae “road and by steamer or pigee: Sse ns Bengal outside Calcutta an 
ah (1) Bihar and Orissa and (2) the United Provinces. a ae, ae 

age oR ah : (b) A statement is given below:— ans taal ates ec 

= * oF Not exported iy iTS 

ae ) : DGB 2; 51 514 igs + 

Bee 1910-11° soo) Sea aR aor 

Bi Se aN ie pT ae eae eee BAB EML Ba. SieK 

atid E 1918 ve ATT,RR4 


: - © For Bengal as then constituted a .@,, including Bihar and Oriasa but excluding Bh, BSS 
" ‘ te, seeded eee: of the borne trade statistics which include Bihar and Orissa and Ping 
= " ear nw an 

NS exeluwive of ‘the int the inter “provincia imports and peor for which son's are ot cage, [vide 


“answer to (a)].” 














be ‘ 4 Z re : “Phas “ 
a A m3 bins eo Ra rn 2 
Bets _By the Hon'ble Babu Bate Chandra Ray waite i eee 
24, ms ret si? : , i. Sc ee th 
With reference to the intent Sime pig: step Mr. Cummi 


iemeein:* pig last that in Bengal ‘‘ there ‘ 
Lane plus (of 
eo 


eal 20 


















“The statement was made as regards rice, not as | ards food-grains 
‘is based on the nearest approach to an estimate of the dail consum fi of 
rice per individual—man, woman and child—in Bengal which can be obi nec, 










one pound or eight chittaks a day.” > 
a ipebichy bee 2 rae SONG» Ve - > 
By the'Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— : * 2S 
gg gots ee *, 
ater ' : ‘ : =a e, 
Be yh regard to 1917-18, during which, as stated’ by the Hon'ble Totalexport 
| Mc, Cumming on the 4th July last, we had “one of the finest rice crops in, * import of 


_ Bengal on record ”, wil the Government be pleased to state the total quantity Benge! fos 
Pe Sneat export import, respectively, of rice, during that year? 7 


Bere, ex he 1 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


§ y . » i 
, . \** The figures, excluding those for inter-provincial imports and exports 
_ “by road and by steamer-or country-boat between Bengal outside Caleutta 
-and,(7) Bihar and Orissa and (2) the United Provinces, which are not avail- 
_, able, are :-— , 


rie Tons, ales 

Exports = .. 861,074 ' ao 

Imports ma ... 407,749” é eres | 

tte Mae, ‘ a? | 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— - an | 
me 3 sc, | 
(a) With regard to the “ different degrees of accuracy attributable to the Avcumey of | 

_ data upon which such estimates (of the quantities of food-grains available ‘ilu! 
' per head) have to be based,’* referred to in reply to an unstarred question ~ am 
_ atthe meeting held on the 12th August last, will the Government be pleased ale, 4 
- to-indicate the probable elements of maccuracy, if any, in the matter of stat- dae 
_ istics relating to (7) the total yield of rice, and (ii) the export and import ria 
_. thereof,'so far as al is concerned, and the probable margin of such ee. 
_. inacetiracy ? ‘ 2 pe | 
_. (b) Is there any reason to suppose that” the trade returns relating to am 
ey and impoxt as published by Goyernment are inaccurate! If so, to 2 
-_wihtait extent, and when was such inaccuracy first suspected or detected in a 
~ Bengal, and under what cireumstances? Specuel 
Waites" , Let. : “ omy 
Laas (c) To what extent can the agricultural statistics published by the oa 


Government of Bengal be depended upon ! rt 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— . 
os . (a) There isan element of inaccuracy in the total reported yield of rice 
val because a cadastral survey, which would give the correct area ~ 
r rice at the time gf the survey, has not yet been completed for the whole » 










er. the reported figures for exports and imports do not include 

Bee reovincial imports and aiiirts by road and by steamer or 

nt between Bengal outside Calcutta and (1) Bihar and Orissa and _ 

nited Provinces which are not available. ‘iovernment are unable 
the probable margin of inaccuracy is; but cadastral surveys show 

a under rice Gaathen previously underestimated on the average 

surveyed by 7 per cent. je op, wa 
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(b) and (c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the above answer. There ~ 


is no reason to suppose that the trade returns relating to eXport and import 
as published by Government are inaccurate 
for which the returns.are compiled. = : 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— ° “ 
27. ; ee 
(a), With reference to the reply to my question at the last meeting regard- 


for the particular line of traffic © 


ing the decision, to treat Bengal as a surplus province, will the Government — 


‘be pleased to state the date or dates on which they ‘ submitted their views,’” 
though not formally consulted, and the purport of such views on. each 


occasion ? “ $;: 


(b) With regard to the census of rice stocks held in November last, - 


referred to in the said reply, is itnot afact that the said census’ was pro- 
nounced by Sir_Hen eeler on the 19th February last as incomplete, and 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Coencsteg on the 4th July last as patently incorrect 


. * 

(c) Beyond the said census, what were the other ‘‘ facts regarding the 

situation ’’ upon consideration of which Government were satisfied that 
Bengal could not be treated as a deficit Province ’*? 


\ 
\. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— — ; 
“ (a) Government are not prepared to give the information asked for. 
(b) Yes. 5) 


(c) Comparative prices, estimate of the rice crops of previous years, fore. 
cast. of the winter rice crop of 1918-19 and information as to the general 


‘ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
28, : 

Will the Government be pleased to explain what is meant by a ‘‘ surplus 
province ’’? Is the term applicable to Bengal, in so far.as it ‘' could not be 
treated as a deficit province *’? om year 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— mr 


“ A ‘surplus province” is a province possessing stocks of food-stuffs in 


4 


excess of their requirements at the time. The term was so used as applicable to | 


Bengal in respect of rice, in so faras ‘it could not’ be treated as a deficit — 
province ’ in the answer to the question to which the Hon’ble Member alludes,” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
29. j : < 4 ; , 
(a) Are the Government aware of a conference eld at Hogue in August, 


1918, under the presidency of Sir Claude Hill, to tonsider 
food supplies, and also of a similar conference held subsequently at Delhi? 


‘(b) If so, were the Government of Bengal represented at the said two 
conferences, or were they asked to send any representative thereto 
~” (c) Have the Government any information regarding the decisions arrived — 
at, or has aasions held, in the said two-conferences, and Los the same affected 
Bengal? If so, will the Government be pleased to.make a detailed statement 
about it? . Veet oA vemee : z 
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Gaaliaivind Answers. 


of th s Government of Bengal, or was any expression of opinion made in 
on their behalf at these bidawenioee in regard io the rice posi- 
Tf so, will the Government be pleased to state the toe 


2 (e) Is it a fact that the decision se treat Bengal as a Bet province” 
= van prackioally, arrived at in these conferences after due regard being paid 
) representations made on behalf of the onciiath of Bengal? 


*Reewer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
Lage a (a) Yes. 


a ot (b) The conferences were not conferences of Governments, but meetings 
of Directors of Civil Supplies intended to facilitate the working of the control 
“ Bah The Director.of Civil Euppiies: exw al, attended, with the permis- 

n if the Government of Bengal, but not as their representative. 


Yes. Government are unable to male a statement as to the proceed- 
a conference held under the directions of the Government of India. 


eras A statement wa as prepared by the Director of Civil Supplies. The 
‘Hon’ le Member is referred to the reply to the last. part of question (c) 


» (e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to his question 
No. 18 asked at the Council meeting of the 12th August.” 
__ By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


Will the Government be pleased to -lay on the table a copy of the 
“ representation made to the & vernment of India in May last,’’ as a result 
“ot which the export of rice from Bengal is stated to have diminished 4 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAipin:— 
- Government are not prepared to lay a copy of the representation on the 


table,”’ 
- By the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra ei Ray:— 
Sa eae Pi 


(a) With regard to the duties of the Director of Civil Supplies, on 

behalf of the Local Government will the Government be pleased to state 

_ what surpervision, if any, is exercised over him by the Local Government in 
si  soseaegees of his discharge of the said duties 4 


Stare What a are the methods employed by him in discharging his functions 
he Local Government under clauses (a) and (6) of the reply to 
aiatatbed cision No, 19 of the 12th August last? Will thie Government be 


Were any estimates or statements prepared for these conferences on é 





Seriya aapE 
elias ~ 





Export of rice 
from Bengal, ~ 


Duties of — | 
Director of 
Civil Supplies. 


__ pleased to give typical instances of each case, and state how often these ~ 


CF inaienig have been exercised by him ! 


oor the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


a) Government supe’ rvise the work of the Director of Civil Supplies 
in he tie sn as they supervise that of any other officer directly’ respon- 


Suge {Ta (by. Fite paksention: of ‘competitive purchases by certificate holders ie? 
by requesting Directors of Civil Supplies, in other prorinne 1 

use certificates to persons whose | Sexckegen in Bengal bought rashly 

acess purchases for a province sh ould be made by a limited 

y : thus it was orem that Sind should buy through three 


. 
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The control over movements within the province is exercised by maki 
‘arrangements with the railways for wagons to be Soe «ay or ref at the 

various stations or by refusing certificates. A typical instance is the drrange- - 
ment by which the Assam-Bengal Railway was to move uncontrolled Burma 
rice from Chittagong only if booked through to stations in thése districts of — 
Bengal or Assam where it was required. 

To state how often steps were taken of this kind is impossible; much of 
the work was done by unofficial arrangements with the Railways concerned of 
which no record was kept.”’ : 


7 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
32. 


chow hes a) With reference to the answer to unstarred question No. 22 of 
cerciadias: the 12th August last, will the Government be pleased to state the circum- 
stances in which certificates have been altered at the instance of the local 
Director, and how often they have been so altered # 
(b) Is the local Director permitted to make any such alteration in the 
priority certificates on his own initiative? Or, is agreement of the issuing 
| Director an essential pre-requisite for this purpose ¢ ; 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— bed 
“ (a) Certificates sent by other Directors are never altered at the instance 
of the local Director... ‘ 
(b) There are no formal rules on the subject. Alterations are made 
sometimes at the special request of the issuing Directors and sometimes on the . 
basis of informal understandings previously arrived at with them,”’ 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— . 4 
Relati a ot ; 
bates Lis What are the relations between the Director of Civil Supplies and the 
Director of Collector of Customs, in the matter of export by sea? é 
v pplies id v; 
sae oe Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
en “ Licenses for export of rice by sea to Rangoon require the countersigna- 
ture of the Director of Civil Supplies, Bengal. Otherwise he has no direct 
connection with the Collector of Customs, who, however, keeps him.informed 
as to amounts exported.” oy . 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— — tachi 
hala Was any maximum limit placed at any time upon the total goentity of 
on the total. rice which could be exported from Bengal, by sea and otherwise! If so, when, 
tain gd and what was the said maximum ¢ i 


* 


Census of rice 


~ from Bengal. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ Not so far as the Government of Bengal are aware.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— | 


With reference to the reply to unstarred question No. 26. of the 12th ; 
August last, will the Government be pleased to publish a detailed statistical 


statement showing the results of the recent census of rice stocks ? » 
\ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ Government are not prepared to publish such a statement.” 


a8 abe 


es > on 







7 tala be pleased to state ee varicul wiiees ok Which Bates of Burma nd 
‘ad can be sold at the headquarters of the different district towns in" 


: oA statement is laid on ee table. The apparent discrepancies between _ m4 
a the rates in different districts are due not only to differences in local conditions = 
_, but also to different varieties of rice baving sen imported or taken asa basis 4 
ie of calculation. A 
_. . The notice published by the Director of Civil Supplies on the 30th July i 
«Sy last, gi ving the maximum prives per maund fixed for sales of Burma rice by 


~Hoensed im importers, is also placed on the table.” 


Biatement’ referred’ to by the Hon'ble Mr. McAurin in his reply to euestion 
No. 36 (unstarred) - viabel by the Hon'ble Bano Bussenpra Caanpra Ray 
at the Council meeting of the 3rd September, 1919, showing the various 
rates at which Burma rice can be sold at the headquarters of the diffierent 
carta in Bengal. 










Rate calculated as possible by 
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Me coset district officers. 
P< ache Uncontrolled. j 
: ; Seine ipo ke 
Stidie ‘ ; Rs. a. P RS. a.-P..| Rs. A. P ® 
ee en ei ae Bb: a Ie 2 eee er 
— Birbham ... Be Ht abe te weal tore \ 6°9 0 
Bankura... Ag) ER | ee Se 
“ Midnapur.... eM derieaencess aN aap 6 8 0 
- Hooghly ... ae I, ORB, Saeed 6 9 0 
“Bowrh. el Cues 810 0) 
on {4 0 0 according to - ; 
ladia see Pe 308 weeeee tenes 6 9 0 quality. ~| 
~ Marshidabad OM ih Dees. : 6-180 
Jessore .... = 6 14/0"): | taeeas ; 
— Khulna ves we Stiee 610 0 3 
aS Dacca ve UES CO a a ie a 0 4 0 annas itbove 7 
siren t : - cost price. ” 
* Mymensingh Rseads Ry eet (ee eer 7 10 to 7.12 0 “ 
ere aes Sua M isc. sia a cow 608.0 
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teat cartons in tag often a-true copy of'any deliver. da ram 
toa by them from Rangot itn sere of ne neat 


bo paid 95 p. cand of the purchase pine when thes 
i over the de este order to the purchaser. Before receiv- 

1 onan ote Papel satisfy the purchaser that they 
pecnonines: risk of fire, etc. nee 
1 , etc., for 21 days from the 
onding ofthe is completed : if delivery has 
xeon sea 21 pe all vt subwequent ark will 
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Extension of 
medical colief 
in rural areas. 


Use of the 
Kivematograph 


' in diffusing 


= in the mufassal. 


elementary 
knowledge of 
hygiene, ete., 


The President said — ; 


question he is not entitled to argue the pomt.” 
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Questions ‘and Answers. 
By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


5 Bf sf & 

(a) Are the Government aware of the recent decision of the Government 
of Madras to extend medical relief in rural areas by making substantial 
grants to local bodies for three years ! é Sia . 

» (b) If so, are the.Government considering the desirability of taking any’ > 
similar action in Bengal? gee RES 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode: — 


(a) The reply*is in the affirmative... Itinerant dispensaries have been 
tried by the sanitary department in Bengal and have so far proved unsuccess- 
ful owing to difficultiés of communication and of supervision. = 

'(b) Government do not propose to take any action ‘in this direction at é 
the present moment,”’ ' 


By the Hon’ble Mr Phelps:— 


38. 
(a) In regard to the suggestion put forward in my budget speech advo- 
cating the use of the Kinematograph in diffusing elementary knowledge of 
hygiene, etc., in the mufassal, will the Government. be pleased to state whether 
the same has their approval ? : us 
(b) If the answer is in the affirmative, what steps are the Government 
taking in the matter? : 


(c) If the answer is in the negative, will the Government be pleased to 
statethe reasons they have against taking up the suggestion ? 


~ 


"Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


(a), (b) and (e) Government recognize the advantages of visual instruction 
by means of thé cinematograph. The Sanitary Commissioner has already 
devoted considerable attention to the subject; he is unable to get evitable films 
prepared in India. In ong case, the cost would be very heavy. Govern- 
ment have done a good deal,to provide visual instruction in. hygiene by means 
of magic lanterns. : iss 

. , f os 

Eighteen municipalities which (1) employ-health officers or sanitary 
inspectors and (2) have guru-training schools located. within their limits, 
have been supplied with lanterns and slides for a course of 12 Jectures,”” 
The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps, by way of # supplementary question, said :— ts: 

““T hope that the Government will not loSe sight of what I consider to 


~ be a very important method of teaching the ignorant people the elerhentary 
nm 


science necessary for their comfort and progress. My frie 


8 have asked me 
to press the matter.” : 


Vids tetas ee he . 


\ ‘ 


» 


_— 


“Order, order. If the Hon'ble Member is asking a supplomentary - 
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Se Questions and Answers. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said :— 


_I simply wish to ask whether the Government intend pursuing the pe 
subject at an early date.” * | 


‘The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan replied :-— : 


“My Lord, it is not properly a question. Government will consider the 
matter when examining the whole question.” el. 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha:— 
39. 


(a) Are the Government aware that in a suit for enhancement of rent, oupely as 
- on the ground of a rise in prices of staple food-crops the Court is required, price-lists : i 
- under section 32 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, to comvare the average of staple = 
prices during two decennial periods and that for this purpose the Court has '°**°?* 4 
to refer to the price-lists published by the Government. under section 39 of | 
the said Act? 


2 (b) Is it a fact that in civil courts in the mufassal copies of the officia: 
Gazette in which such price-lists are published, are not always regularly 

reserved and that the plaintiff is required to file a certified copy of such 
issues of the Gazette at his own cost? 


/ (c) Is it also a fact that for the convenience of Revenue Officers trying 
enhancement suits under section 105 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, 4 . 
complete list of the average prices for 20 years is prepared by the authorities 
and duly supplied to such officers ¢ 
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(d) If so, are the Government contemplating taking steps for the 
removal of this inconyenience to the litigants, either by supplying all civil 
courts with similar price-lists or making any other conyenient arrangement? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Duval:— 
“ (a) Yes. 
(b) Under the High Court rules District Judges are required to preserve 
in their record rooms a copy of the Calcutta Gazette bound in yearly volumes 
iN for a period of 12 years, and it is presumed that this rule is complied with. 
* With regard to the latter part of this question Government have’ no 
- information on the point. . 
(c) A list showing the prerage prices of staple food crops for twenty 
years was prepared in the office of the Director of Land Records, Bengal, 
and copies of it were supplied to Commissioners, Collectors and Settlement \ 
(@) It is ordinarily the duty of litigants to file in Court certified copies , 
of any documents which pg necessary to prove their case. Under rule ie. 
111 in the Bengal Records ual (pages 24—25 of the edition of 1915) t 
District Officers are required to preserve one copy of the Gazette permanently, ee | 
and, that being so, litigants should experience no difficulty in obtaining 24 
~ certified copies of the lists, or of such portions thereof as may be necessary = 
_to their purpose.”’ Meike \ 


By {RB Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— , a 
Me a 40. / < 
} “. zi 3 

| _ (a) Is it a fact that a memorial has been submitted to His Excellency Location of the 
He NO ra of Bengal by the inhabitants of Bajitpur, Kaliarchar and Hartigan! 
other i pet of the district of Mymensingh praying for the the proposed 
- location of. the su isional headquarters of the proposed new district of gcc of 
~~ Kishoreganj at-Kaliarchar instead of Bajitpur! ; i 
uy 
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drew under Rs. 100 a month, 21 sub-registrars drew between Rs. 100 and 
_ Rs, 150 and 2 drew over Rs, 150, viz., Rs. 152 and Rs. 153 seapectivaig: The 
_ maximum pay of a sub-registrar is now Rs. 150. 


_(b) No. The grounds stated are not correct; for the following reasons:— 


(i) only the pay of the lowest grade of the provincial services, both 
Ah " executive and judicial, has been raised from Rs. 200 to Rs. 250; 
(ii) the minimum pay of a district sub-registrar is now Rs. 200 a’ 
month while that of a sub-deputy collector is Rs. 100; and 


(wii) in view of the superior qualifications required for the provincial 

servicepthe Registration Department is not suitable as a normal 

esa recruiting ground for that service; but it is opéhn to the 

1 Inspector-General to recommend qualified sub-registrars for 
. the consideration of Government. 


% se. 
(c) A schéme for the revision of the cadre of sub-registrars which would 
~ improve their prospects was sanctioned in 1918 by His Majesty’s Secretary 
of Btate on the understanding that effect would not be given to it until the 
_ financial situation improves. Proposals for introducing it are under 
consideration.’ : 


ea 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


43, * 
(a) Is it a fact that the minimum pay of ministerial olficers in all depart- pore pl. 


ments is Rs. 30 the only exception being in the Registration Department in ofticers in the 
which the minimum pay is Rs. 15? le: ci 
b) Will the Government be pleased to consider the desirability of en- 


hancing the minimum pay of the ministerial officers of the Registration 
Department so as to bring it on @ level with other departments ¢ 


\ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“(a) The-minimum, pay of :ninisterial officers in judicial and revenue 
offices ig Rs. 30 a month in Eastern Bengal Districts and Rs. 25a month 
in Western Bengal Districts, while the minimum pay of a clerk in the Regis- 


tration Department is Rs. 20a month and that of a Muharrir Rs, 15. 


_ (b) A revision of the pay of ministerial officers in the Registration De- 
partment has been sanctioned: by His Majesty’s Secretary of State; and it has 

been decided to give partial effect to the scheme with effect from the. ist 
‘March, 1919.’* ‘ : - 


: LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. : 
- see Z . 
. The Hon’ble Mr. Kerr laid on the table a statement of the result 
“of the inquiry into the case of the arrest of one Shaju Khatun promised in 
his reply to question No. 16(2) (unstarred) asked at the Council meeting of 
the 8rd April, 1919. : _ 


~ 


Rs bed - . / 
Srarement rererreo ro in rrem No. 3 or ‘ree List or Bussiness ror THe 


Sins aan MeETING OF CouNciL oN THe 3xp Serrember, 1919. 
eat With “reference to os h (2) of the reply to question No. 16 7 
_ (unstarred) put by the Hon’ble 


abu Akhil Chandra Datta at the Council 


Ie Am 


ae 
iaicliad * 





NAT BSP a SED en IE " 
ATK PRA SORS feyy Pe iit ie: 

: . 4 > Fe ie eS: oN a etn 1 

niece ] 


-. ° : ie a) cme 


440) THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, SePTEMBER 24, 1919. (Pant IVA 





Questions and Answers. : darth 4) Sealetchs 
soahi held on the 3rd April, 1919, the result of thé inquiry is laid on the 
ta le. és fe x . ‘e. e : - : Z : 4 7 
©. One Kajim Mashalehi of Baburchar, husband of Shaju Khatun, the sk 
woman in question, was suspected of complicity. in- a cloth-looting case of- 
Sadarpur police-etetion in the district of Faridpur. On the on fees, ; 
the circle inspector, who was investigating the case, received information 
. that the woman had left her home on the previous day for her father’s house ~ 
at Maheshwardi, ing with her some new clothes. In so doing she had; 
of her own accord walked a distance of ten miles, which is not without 
relevance to the facts detailed below. He caused. the house at Meheshwardi. 

. to be searched on the morning of the 9th February. During the search, four 
new dhoties were found for which the woman was unable to account, She 
was then arrested with her children and sent by a sub-inspector to the police- 
station at Bhanga, some five miles off, in charge of an escort, while the sub- ~ 
inspector proceeded to search another house. There wére blood-stains on 
the woman's clothes at the time of her arrest, but the sub-inspector made 
no inquiries about them. On her way to the police-station, the woman begaa 
to hleed and was given a piece of cloth by the head constable in ¢ of 
the escort to hide the blood-stains. On arrival at the police.station, the head 

. constable gave her soap, with which she washed, her clothes. The woman was 
detained for the night with her children in the lock-up at the police-station. 
Next morning, the inspector offered to release the children-on bail, but nobody , 
was willing to stand surety for them. \ The inspector then gave orders that 
the woman and her children should be taken to Talmasin a hoat and from 
Talma to Faridpur in a carriage or bullock -cart. The party arrived at 
Talma about midnight, and as no carriage or bullock cart was available, 
they proceeded on foot to Faridpur, about ten miles off, reacting that ‘place 

_on the morning of the 11th. On her admission to the jail, the woman 
complained that she had been assaulted by the police, but the sub-assistant 
surgeon of the jail who examined her found no marks of violence on her 

rson, That night at 11 p.m. she gave birth to a still-born child, the body. 

ing in a decomposed condition. From the state of the body, the sub-assist- 
ant surgeon was of opinion that the death must have taken place three or 
four days before the delivery. 

The subdivisional officer, who made a careful inquiry iuto the matter, 
found that the woman’s allegation that she had been assaulted by the police 
was unfounded, but that in her condition shie was stibjected to undue bodily 
exertion, though in view of the medical evidence, the death of the infant had 

“ probably taken place before her arrest. There is some corroboration for 
this view in the fact that blood-stains were found on the woman’s clothes at 
the time of her arrest. It -has also been found that the head constable in 
‘charge of the escort made every possible attempt to secure » means of con- 
-veyance for the woman from Talma to Faridpur. He also tried unsuccess- 
fully to procure accommodation for her at Talma for the night. Oe fit 


The responsibility for-this unfortunate occurrence must be laid on the 
inspettor and sub-inspector. The former states that he did not notice the - 
blood-stains on the woman’s clothes, while the latter says that he  attri- 

“buted them to menstrual flow. Both of them, however, questioned the 
‘woman while she was in custody, and should have taken ‘sieps to satisfy 
themselves as to her real condition and_her fitness to travel to Faridpur. - 
There is no suggestion that they were actuated by any improper motive. 
Their callousness seems to have been-due to sheer lack of care and want of 
thonght. It is, however, this callous exercise of authority which brings 


a 


the police force into disrepute, and in order to mark his sense of the gravity 
of their offence, the Governor in Council has directed that the sub-inspector’ — 
should be removed from the charge of a police-station and degraded for 
eighteen ronths. The inspector, whoze responsibility, was less direct, has 
been degraded for a year, sift Tale einie seeped ah” Araneae tae 00 


aes ee be Bs ree We Some es yy ¥ 

















* Part IVA] THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, SEPTEMBER 24,-1919. 1941 
PCs a eae = iis = SAE ALP sha Vc Re A ce 


ae ay The Calcutta and: Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1919. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. ~ 


e $ Gy = AIST OF, BUSINESS—iTEM No. 4, . is Tate 
| THE CALCUTTA AND SUBURBAN POLICE * 
ge Se _ (AMENDMENT) BICL, 1919. — am" 


~ The Hou’ blo” Sir Henry Wheeler presented the Report. of the Select 


Committee on the Calcutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1919, and 
moved that the said Report be taken into consideration. 


Re Pe 
~ He said— 


- “On the oécasion of the introduction of the Bill I dealt at some length 
with the considerations affecting it, and it is not surprising, in connection with 
a small measure of this kind, that there is little more to be said on this 
oceasion. The Select Committee met, and again went over the arguments 
‘which had been touched upon im Council, relevant to the Bill, and as. will 
be seen from their report, they decided to recommend that the Bill be passed 
as introduced. One of our members, the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur, has annexed to the report what is described as a note of dissent, 
but which, I think the Council will agree, is rather in the nature of a few 
comments and suggestions which may be very briefly met. 


After refering to certain provisions of other Actsy he says that he does 
-.not desire to raise ahy objection to-clanse 2, but only to suggest that any 
order which affect® the public, and not the force only, should receive the 
sanetion of Government. With referenee to that I- would again point out 
that the section of the Act which we are~amending—as before. krefer to the 
principal Aeé, namely, the Calcutta’ Police Act—is section 9. which does not 
refer to orders affecting the public bat only to orders affecting the force, and 
therefore the contingency which he apprehends will not arise. 


’ His second comment is that he thinks it should be clearly provided that 
nothing should be done to restrict the free movement of a suspended offieer 
in obtaining redress, I mentioned that point when the~Bill was introduced, 
and stated that, compatibly with the-general direction that they should stop 
at Lalbazar, facilities were alrgady given to men under suspension to get into 

- contact with any outside legal advisers whom they might wish to consult, 


* Bo much for the report of thé Select: Committee. 


It may be remembered that we at one time thought of taking up this Bill 
at Dacca, but we agreed to keep it over for the present meeting inorder to 
‘give full opportunity for public opinion, if it desired to do so, to express 
itself. As regards that we have only received one letter from the Indian 

Association, and again, I think, the Council will agree that if the objections 
_@ contained in*that letter: are all that ean be put up by way of criticism, ther 
_ the Bill is not open to yery grave exception. 


ne mat Apart from that, to the best of my belief;there was only one newspaper 
_ which contained a series of somesthree articles, dealing with the Bill, with 
whieh. I am giyen to understand, a gentleman interested in the recent 
litigation was not altogether unconnected. It may, therefore, fairly be said, 
as a general statement, that the inhabitants of Calcutta have decided after 
“seeing the Bill, that they can sleep safely in theit beds undisturbed by the 


fears and apprehensions which were voiced in some quarters. when the Bul 
fetal : 


The motion ‘was put and agreed to, 
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The Caleutta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1919 ; Resolutions. — 





Sir H. Wheeler ; Rai M. C. Mitra Bahadur. 
~ *. 


SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No, 4A. _ 


; The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was to. have. moved that in the 
* last line of Clause 2 of the Caledtta and Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, » 
1919, for the word ‘control"' the word “ sanetion” be substituted. 


The Hon'ble Member being absent the amendment was not moved and 


was deemed to be withdrawn. fa 


os Site 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 5. _ 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler also moved that the Bill, as settled in 
Council, be passed. ewe 


’ 


! 
He said :—”* 


q 

“| will only say a word to further reassure Hon’ble| Members as. to the’ 
propriety of substituting the. word ‘control’ for the word ‘approbation’. 
I did not mention the fact on the first oceasion, and had intended to-do so in 
connection with the amendment of which notice was given. Since, however; 
that has not been moved it may interest Hon ble Members to know that our 
amendiwent is merely folowing what already is to be found in the correspond- 
ing sections of the Madras and Bombay City Police Act.” 


he motion was put and agreed to. y 


RESOLUTIONS 
(Under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest). , 
ad LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 6 and 7. ~ 
The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved the fallowing 


resolution :— ; 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immediate 
arrangements be made by! Government for opening additional sections of 
classes in all Government colleges in Bengal, for the accommodation of those 

“successful stud@mts who have been refused admission into colleges for want 


of accommodation. : 


_ He said :— / ag seis : =a 
“My Lord, there is a complaint all over Bengal for the non-admission ofa , 
very large number of qualified students into colleges who have successfully 
passed the Matriculation, the I, A. and I. Se. examinations of the Calcutta 
University. They knock at the door of the colleges and they are told that the 
allotted seats ave filled up. <Disappointéd students are unable to understand 
_ the real reason why they are deprived of the inestimable benefits of Univer- 
sity education. Their guardians also feel ‘the greatest difliculty. My Lord, 
in a province consisting of 45 millions of ‘peuple; the percentage of literate 
eee is very small, and I consider that it is the sacred duty of the enlightened 
overnment to provide facilities for higheryeducation. ‘The schools in Bengal 
are sending every year thousands and thousands of successful stitdents to 
gates of the University. My-Lord, if the colleges under existing arrangements 
-camnot provide sufficient accommodation, some effective steps ought to be | 
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have to be made for me ee! work. But as regards pure Arts afeiee Sie ee 
mean the I.A, and B.A, classes, arrangements may be made by simply. 

ning new classes and appointing new lecturers or Profefsors. The initia: — 
tion in this, direction may be taken by Government, at once by opening new «- 
‘sections for Arts students as suggested in the resolution of my Hon'ble — 
friend, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. I think, so far as Government ; 
colleges are coneerned, students should be admitted to the maximam 
capacity of the classes a8 sanctioned by the University ; besides, additional 
sections should be opened in the yarious classes, to ma @ roum for some of. 
the boys who are now turned away. But the policy adopted is the very 
reverse of what it ought to be. ~] would cite only one'instance ; In answer to _ 
cértain questions at the last Council meeting we were told that the maximum ~ 
number of students admitted in the Ist-year class of. the Dacca Col as 
during the time of Mr. Archbold. was 238. This was in 1917, but in 
the years 1918 and 1919 the numbers admitted were 196 and 191, respectively. 
We are, however, told that. 1917 was an exceptional year. Again, we find that 
the maximum number of students inthe Ist-year class has been fixed at 180, 
100 reading for the Intermediate examination in Arts and. 80° reading for the 
Intermediate examination in Scienee. The reasons given for this reduction, 
are, however, not at all convincing... One would‘have expected.that in these 
days when the number of boys passing the Matriculation examination has 

n increasing year after year arrangements would be made to admit ‘larger 
number of boys in the College Department, but what has been done? The, 
‘number of pracenss who will get, admission ‘has been ‘reduced from 233 in 
1917 to 180. \ 


In this country, besides Law, Medicine and Engineering, there is no other. 
useful career open to our young men as they have-in-Kuropé or America. Tho 
number of seats open in the two Medical colleges in Calcutta or the Sibpur 
Engineering College, are limited, . The struggle for existence has been great. 

It is, therefore, necessary that something must be done at least to give our 
young men a proper training to qualify themselves for the different professions, 
whether it be Arts or Medicine or Engineering. Government might very well 
say that it does not ot well that we should be dependant for everything 
upon Government help. Bat the fact is that our people without Govern- 

mental aid are hetploes, and in my opinion when the Government finds that 
the parents of Indian boys desire that ‘their sons should be adequately 
educated the Government. ought to be proud of the fact.and afford every 
encouragement and, facility, both to the’ parents and to their aspiring nate 


» We should like to know if there is ‘asiy” trath in the report that. the 
- Principal of the Presidency College issued a notice to the following effect 
the other day :— 


-_ 


=e 


‘ Applicants for admission who seek cecil interviews do-so.et their | own. ; 
_risk, Those: who take up my time by unnecessary acer will bare the fact. . 
~ noted against them on theit application.’ » 


I am_ sure we are. all anxious to padeavie the purport and mean: 
ying of such a notice, and why it sliould be against a young 
seeker of information from the Principal as ithe d committed a serious _ 
offence. So mach forthe Arts students. Now I shall say a few words — 
about the students who want to enter thet Metieal colleges : Riga was,” 
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V6 : re > i Resolutions. 
ENS Babu Siv Narayan Mukhar ji. 


_ discussing about the admission of students to the Caleutta Medical College, 
_ But, unfortunately, we are bound to state, for the enlightenment of Government, 
that various are the rumours that we have been hearing for the last five or 
six years as regards the methods adopted by students and the ways, by the 
3 adoption “of which alone, students eould get themselves admitted in the 
Calcutta Medical College. It may be that the rumours are exaggerated, that 
they are even unfounded and quite incorrect. Boys. they. say, have been 
diven not only from pillar to post and from post to pillar trying to obtain 
admission, but we all remember how a’ candidate for admission ‘into the 
Calcutta Medical College’ died by knocking his head against a”tram line post 
while getting down at Kidderpore to go to the house of a clerk of the Medical 
lege in order to secure his good offices to get an admission. J was told the 
other day bya well-known medical man of Calcutta, ‘himself a Professor 
in a Medical College, that the claims of boys who had taken up snch subjects 
as Physiology, Chemistry and Botany in the Arts examination, with the main * 
object of getting themselves admitted in the Calcutta Medical College, were 
_ passed_over, with the result that their study of these subjects should be 
~ practically useless. We fully appreciate the views of the Hon'ble Sir Henry 
Wheeler that some discretion ought to be left to the Principal of the College 
in the matter of admission, but, I think, it is the duty of “Government when 
complaints are openly and systematically made, at least to ascertain how far 
the complaints are justifiable by facts. 1 was told that of nearly 2,500 candi- 
dates for admission ins the Medical colleges and the Medical School in 
Caleutta only about 400 could get admission, the rest were practically thrown 
- onthe streets. People naturally look up toGovernment for providing greater 
facilities to the students who wish to enter the Medical colleges and school. 


‘With reference to the admission of boys to the Sibpur Engineering 
College, I think the rules as to age debar a large number of them from 
getting themselves admitted. It is for the Governing Body of the institution 
to monty the rules and admit as mauy boys as practicable. 


ao 


That the Government can, if they so desire, doa great deal with reference’ 
tothe admission of boys admits. of no doubt. It is only the other day 
that the’ Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, after personal 
inspection of the Dacca Sehool of Engineering, made arrangements for the 
admission of 20 more boys to that school and has ordered the ‘appointment 
of two more teachers.’. A little sympathy with the needs and requirements 
of the student class would go a great way to solve the problem of adniission 
of boys to the different colleges of Bengal. Whether there is scope for ad- 
‘mission of more boys in the differant colleges at the present time, and if not, 
what steps it will be necessary to take in order to admit more boys, is one, 
I think, which a committee willbe able to formulate. ” 


__ The Hon'ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji said -— 
_ “My Lord, atiy one passing by thé many colleges in Calcutta or in the 
mufassil during tho first fortnight after the publication of the*results of the 
~ Matriculation and the I.A. and. J. Sc. examinations must have noticed the knots 
‘of anxious-looking stidents, who, like’ so many “disconsolate angels at the: 
» gates of Paradise’, have; during the last few years, unsuccessfully clamouredl 
» for admission. ‘There would have been nothing to evoke our sympathy or ex- 
- cite our feeling if these flotsams of the University had, like so many jetsams, 
_ been washed ashore and, after being for a while the playthings of the winds 
~ andithe waves, succeeded at last in reaching the goat. The alarming in- — 
- erease in thenumber of students in colleges and schools, the absence of even 
go) muchas: -elbow-room in the college classes, and, what is worst of all, 
the Jaying of an) embargo, in: Government colleges, on the admission of 
students) other than those of, transcendent ment, ‘are causes that have 
uf ( Ps 


oe hhh 
on 





L a oh pacdtuions, i ‘ me = ecw 


Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. say 


esti, in late-years. to render the lot of ordinary students ameommonly 
hard, 1 am connected in some way or other with the management: of a number 
of schools and a second.class college, and | have personal experience of the — 
difficulty encountered alike by the Matriculates and the Intermediates in 
‘securing admission, not only tothe several Arts colleges, but to the Medical” — 
and the Engineering colleges, as well, 1 have been a witness to the lament-— 
~ able way in which students, burning with .a desire to continue- their: academi- — 
cal career, after being driven from pillar to post, had to give up their life's 
sole endeavour—their quest of the Hely Grail—and pass “into the silent life ” 
of the humble &eribe. dealoaely upholding its prestige as the premier college 
in Bengal, the authdrities of the Presidency College take especial care to. 
admit only’ students whose names figure on the front page of the pase- 
list and who inay exhibit potential qualities capable of taking them through 
the next ordeal with flying colours. The other colleges, aided and unaidedy — 





= 


besides being few in number, are wees a ur the University rae A 


in the matter of admissions. 


Five hundred and eighty-six is the approximate number of high ikea 
in Bengal. "These, schools sent forth over 10,000 matriculates last time 
to be accommodated in 34 Arts colleges, first. and second grade, and 2 or 3_ 
Medical and an equal number of Engineering schools. . Deducting about — 
20 per cent. or one-fifth of the total number, on account of those that did not 
proceed further, and making allowance for the 500 or so who took up medicine 
or engineering, each of the Arts coll was required to make provision 
for admitting on an average 237 matriculates in the Ist-year classes. Similarly, | 
each of the 84 first-grade colleges was required to provide for over 
200 J.A.’s and LSc.’s in the &3rd-year classes. It has, however, 
been computed that about 5,000 students have-this year been left out in 
the cold quite unprovided for. a 2 we not, under the circumstances, 
justified in saying that in the matter of admissions the colleges have miserably 
‘failed to rise to the height of the oceasion, and have rendered a miserable 
account of themselves as educational institutions? ‘Many were called, few 
~ chosen '—these are the words that involuntarily start to our lips as. we 

endeavour to find the cause of the. present educational discontent. And yet, 
in the face of 80 much heart-burning caused by the names of nearly half the 
number of successful under-graduates being placed in the Index Expurga-_ 
torium for no other fault than that they failed to score exceptionally high — 
marks in the lottery of University examinations, the University has laid 
another embargo on education by raising examination fees. Is this not a 
case, my Lord, in Lord Churchill's memorable language, of “the forest lamenting ~ 
that. Mr. Gladstone may perspire’? And is it-not, L.ask, time the authorities — 
_ should look the situation squarely in the face? Not the authorities alone, 
but the worthy citizens as well of this no mean city should contrive to open 
wide the presale of University education by, founding, more colleges and _ 
widening the avenues leading to the temple of learning. The University ~~ 
ought to remember that as hosts it has a duty to’ — towards its” 
guests, the young hopefuls, already bidden to its boards, and -hungering and 
thirsting after intellectual food and drink. It ought also to remember that) 
in shutting the doors of its ban 
rules of hospitality and starves t ealade of the rising generation, ——— 
ere are being made at thivescsense: of these unfortunate students for 
the wath eencatertee ,and it was onl the other day that’ this. ‘Council 
the Primary Education Bill. “We are, therefore, gc 
the foundation, on = éne hand, and the topmost 
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* Resolutions. 
Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


» the many Arts colleges in this provinée? And I pause for an encouraging 
reply. 
In common with every humble father of a family, I feel no hesitation in 
supporting a resolution which echoes the feelings of the entite province.” 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :-— 


_» “My Lord, I fully share the anxiety and the concern felf by my edu- 
cated countrymen as to the difficulties with which our students are con- 
fronted when they find their names in the list of successful candidates 
either at the Matriculation or I.A. examination.. Some of them are for- 
tunate and lucky to get themselves admitted in the colleges, but a large num- 
ber, at any rate a very considerable number, of those boys find themselves in 

_ actual difficulties by not getting accommodation in the colleges. To prove 
this fact figures are not at all necessary. The number of successful candi- 
dates at one of these examinations and the number of seats available in all 
the colleges put tozether will show that the colleges cannot accommodate all 
these students. This is a- serious difficulty and must be solved, and solved 
without any further delay. But. J am afraid I cannot join -my friends in 
asking either for the opening of additional classes or for the appointment. of a 
committee to inguie into the matter. In the first place the o,ening of 
additional classes in our colleges will only postpone the difficulties to a later 
date, The boys will no doubt get admission in the colleges, but after they 
pass their B.A. or B.Sc. examination they will find themselves again in the 
same position as they found themselves when they passed their Matriculation. 
I do not think the appointment of a committee will serve any useful purpose, as 
past experience has shown that this will lead to considerable delay and will 
cause not a little expense to the State. The results of their deliberations are 
considered by Government and then Government decide on their report. 
In this case, I think the Government, with the expert opinion they have at 
their command, can very easily come to a conclusion without the formation of 

a committee. 


I would, my Lord, suggesi a solution for the consideration of Your 
Excellency’s Government. Some time back in this Council a resolution was 
moved by my Hon'ble friend Mr. P. C. Mitter—in fact it was an amendment 
to my resolution which was accepted by Your Excellency’s Government—for 
-the opening of technical and industrial schools all over the province. If we 
can afford to have them, and we can do so with very little expense, the 
opening of additioual classes will practically mean the opening of new 
colleges. If we can afford to have industrial and technical colleges all over 
the provinee, the congestion will certainly be relieved, and it will also serve 
a very useful purpose: as it will materially improve the economic situation. 
There has also been another suggestion made for the opening of Medical 

schools, and if these two projects De-taken in hand, I think much of the 
difficulty will be removed. We have been told that we have to look to 
Government for all our educational needs: Although we have to depend 
upon Government to a great extent it cannot be said that my countrymen 
have failed to lend their services-and to exert themselves for the advance- 
- thent/of education. A large number of private colleges and endowed colleges 
have been established and are being run in this province. Government have 
to atord relief first and the people will follow suit, and if Government take up 
the work of starting Medical and Industrial schools, [ am sure my country- 
ve men will follow suit and supplement these institutions by private ones of 
“their own, and this will greatly remove the difficulty which is felt’ by us at 
the present moment and at the same time open new ayenues of employmient 
_ for our boys and it: will be better than leavi em as dissatisfied and un- 
ded graduates of the Calcutta Universit ies pet 
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Resolutions. 
Mr. P. C. Mitter. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter said — leo tenct ge cee 


“My Lord, I desire to draw the attention of the Council to a very 
important aspect of the question—an aspect which although well known is’ 
often overlooked in practice though not in theory both by Government and 
the public. In theory, the public and Government agree that the policy of 
increasing mere literary education should not be pursued, but in practice. this: 
has always been otherwise. My Lord, in this connection a comparison with 
the state of collegiate education between Bengal and Great Britain seems 1° 
be very helpful. Our population is almost equal to that of Great Britain, but 
according to last year’s figures we have about 26,000 collegiate students in 
Bengal. In Great Britain-last year the numberof such students was 16,000— 
and this decrease was perhaps due to the war—but in normal times the 
number was equal'to the Bengal number. In Bengal we have mere literary 
education with hardly any opening for any scientific education, and the 
scientific education which we have is merely confined tothe theoretical side 
of science; whereas in Great Britain we have two dozen technical 
institutions -and more than 20 modical- institutions, and with regard to 
agriculture, which is not very important for Great Britain, they have about — 
eight agricultural colleges. Then as regards mere literary education, the 
avenues of employment open to the young graduates of Great Britain 

- are immeasurably superior to those w!:ich are open to the graduates of Bengal. 
Now if Great Britain*with all its wealth and all its opportunities is content 
with 26,000 undergraduates, it is really»‘surprising that my ‘country- 
men should ask for more literary education. 1 am glad to find that in 

‘theory they do not demand it but in practice we find that~ it is 
constantly pressed before the Council that more literary colleges should be 
opened. During the last few years one literary college has been established | 
at Rangpur and another at Faridpur, and! understand that attempts have © 
been made to establish a literary college at Bakarganj, and my lhon'ble 
friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur desires to press upon Your Excellen- 
cy’s Government to provide funds for the opening of another livorary college. 

l sympathise with the desire for more education, but the object is to fit. these. 
young men for useful vocations of life, It will not do either for my eountry-. 
men or for Government to express a pious desire in not pursuing a policy of 
mere literary education, and for that reason principally I am sorry to say 1. 
have to oppose both the resolutions. But it will not do for Government 
merely to remain idle -on this question. I am aware that there is the 
Report of the University Commission which has got. to be. considered. The 
University Commission raises large questions which require large sums of 
money, and in the meantime unless we take certain active steps which it is 
possible to take without- spending large sums of money, matters will become 
very much worse when Government will be in a position—if it ever be in a~ 
ition—to carry out actively all the recommendations of the University: - 

_ Commission. I say it will never be in a position. because the recommend 
tions involve such large questions that I am afraid Bengal will never be in a — 

position to meet such large expenditure. My practical suggestion, therefore, 
my Lord, is that in the meantime and pending action taken on the University 

Commission’s Report, we might make more openings, with fairly modest ex- — 

penditure, by the establishment of more medica sohenia, In this connection »_ 

I desire to state that Government last year agreed to open a new “a 

school: at Burdwan, and we are all grateful for that, and ‘it is possi 
to.do more, It is also possible for Government to give more favilities — 
for workshop training, and in that connection too the Government, 


t 






have already provided facilities for training 50 men in the workshop at 
canck , and it is urgently. necessary to do’ moré. ‘Then onthe 
question of agricultural education, it is possible to; rethi rac 
lines. 1 am sorry to say that in vince like 
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' institutions, and at the same time I am conscious of the fact that 
agricultural education in provinces where such instilutions exist have not 
been very successful in the sense that the graduates or students who pass 

_ out of agricultural institutions always find it difficult to get a vocation and they 
have to drift sither to Government service or to other vocations of life. 

- The principal reason is that these institutions have never taken note of the 
existing conditions of life in our country. Our country is a country contain- 
‘ing a mass of illiterate cultivators. It is necessary to create a link between 
the agricultural exports of the Government Agricultural Department 
and the ‘agricultural colleges, and this can only be effected by taking note 
of the existing conditions of life in Bengal. The whole of Bengal is parcelled 
out into a number of zemindaries and within these zemindaries we have 
zemindars’ agents) who exercise considerable influence. If we have some 
sort of institution*°where we can give adequate training to these men and at 
the same time assimilate the results of the agricultural college, I think the 
Agricultural Department will be able to do a lot with a minimum of expense. 
What can the Agricultural Department possibly do with one inspector 

fora district of 2,000-or 3,000 square miles or for the matter of that half 


a dozen?” — 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :-— 


* May [tise to a point of order? We are now discussing the question of 
the admission of students into colleges and not the question of medical or 
agricultural education.” 


; The President said :— 


a “On that point the Hon'ble Member is perfectly entitled to put forward 
alternative suggestions against this resolution which he thinks preferable, 
‘Ssuchias the increase of agricultural education and so on. But I would ask 
the Hon'ble Member not to travel too widely over that ground, though strictly 
speaking he is at present in order.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. CG. Mitter said :-— 


_ “My Lord, my object was toexplain matter so as to make my “position 

“more clear. I bow to Your Excelleney’s ruling and I will not pursue it too 
widely, but if the Hon'blé Member afterwards criticises my scheme as not 
practicable, I hope he will also remember the ruling of the chair. 


My position is simply this that it will not do to wait indefinitely, and 
that it is urgently necessary that some active steps should be taken at once 
~ to provide for useful vocationary education.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 

“My Lord, I think there is unanimity of opinion that arrangements 
. should be made for more educational institutions. A large number of students 
are coming out successful every year in the Matriculation examination, but 

adequate arrangements have not been made for their accommodation either 
ne colleges or elsewhere. ‘There is no doubt that it is very desirable that 
al arrangements should be male for agricultural, technical and indus- - 
ucation, for literary education is not enough. ‘When this is done, the 








ration will find outlets for their energy. But because we have 
that that is no reason why we should stop the progress of , 
line. We are grateful to Your Excellency for 


wait for. 
a a ee abe, Sie ment made the other day at Dacca that at an 
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Maulvi Fazl-wl-Hag. 


early date additional arrangements would be made for the spread of medical - 
education. ‘There are demands for such an education, and there is need for 
the employment of such educated persons. — It is only ‘for Government to: make 
additional accommodation for that education, either in the higher or lower 
standard. ‘That will afford a good opening for a large number of persons, but 
there is one thing to be remembered even also having that in view, which is 
this : It is now admitted that the Matriculation standard. is not up to the 
mark and the recommendation of the University Commission is that the IA, 
or I. Se. should be \the final stage of secondary education, It is for this 
reason, I think, that the opening of additional classes, wherever necessary, 
would go agreat way in belping the cause of education—medical, industrial, 
or agricultural. Until proper arrangements are made for the opening of 
agricultural colleges or schools in different centres or for industrial education, 
at least the ground-work should be made more suitable in the existing colleges 
w~for general education to the acquisition of such technical knowledge in the — 
future. ‘The opening of additional classes for the I. A. or I.Sc. is not:a difficult 
question, and, [ think, Government will not have to spend too much for. the 
purpose. An additional class for 100 students can be managed by two pro- 
fessors. The uniform rate of fees-now is Rs. 6a month. If two additional 
classes are opened for the T.A, and I,Sc., I believe three or four professors 
» will do, and in each class there will be an income of Rs. 600, which will not 
only go towards the pay of the additional professors, but will also pay for 
hiring houses for the accommodation of students and for other needs. Pthere 
might be some difficulty about hostel accommodation, but that ean be 
arranged by hired houses. -So far however as additional classes are concerned 
additional building accommodation might be necessary, but for that ‘also, I -- 
think, that if arrangements be made for the holding of these additional 
classes, either in the morning or in the evening, the. difficulty may be . 
obviated toa certain extent. At any rate it is urgently necessary that some 
arrangements should be made. My Hon'ble friend Maulvi Abul Kasem 
thinks that if we make additional accommodation and turn out more students, . 
we will be faced with the difficulty of providing employment for them, but: 
» the progress of education is necessary, and. if for that purpose additional 
~ necessities arise, the solution is there. Mere literary education is not enou h- 
and other arrangements should be made “for technical instruction. Simply 
because we are not in a position-to provide employment for the growing num-- 
bers, that cannot be any reason why the progress of education should be 
stopped. Whether a committee would be of any use or not. it is for the 
Government to consider, but at any rate, I beg to submit, additional arrange- 
menta should be made for the progress of education which ought not to be 
hindered or stopped for any reason whatsoever.” ‘ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazi-ul-Haq said :-- Pid 


“My Lord, I would not have ventured to take part in this debate, | had it 
not teat for the fact that two of my friends, the Hon'ble Maulvi A i 
and the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter have thought it fit to oppose this poe rel 
My friend the Hon'ble Mr. P. C. Mitter opposed this resolution with consider-— 
able warmth and vehemence, but that is perhaps my friend’s usual. style, and 
I do not think that: his ippeaition is.as keen as it apparently appears to be. 
My Hon'ble friend Maulvi Abul “a in opposing this resolution has, for — 
the moment, forgotten the special needs and requirements of the Muham-— 
madan community. I rise to scpuatt rt this resolution not merely for the sake’ of — 
emphasizing the fact that the difficulties in the way of students getting 
admission into schools and colleges constitute a real | ance, but the ; 
_difficulties are particularly acute in the ease of Mu dan studen 
year, immediately after the Matriculation results were out,’ I’ ci 
: ae to the various colleges in Calcutta asking such M ns. 
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_ to get admission into the colleges to communicate with me. My object. was 
~ to-find-out by way of a rough estimate the number of Muhammadan studente 
who failed to secure admission in the colleges. [foward from the number of 
“students who came to see me that no less than 162 or 172—I forget the” exact 
number, but it was considerably over 150—who communicated to me the fact 
- that im spite of their most earnest endeavours they had not been. successful 
- in-getting-admission into: any of the-colleges in Calcutta. One can guess 
frony this the number of Muhammadan boy students who have failed to get 
admission, ahd from that an idea can be gained of the number of studeuts 
who have to give up their studies for want-of .ccommodation in existing 
colleges. The question, therefore, arises, and it is an admitted fact, that the 
‘present accommodation in colleges happens to be -insufficient—whether the 
failure of She students in getting admission into colleges is to be considered a 
curse ora blessing. ; 
Two of my Hon'ble friends who have opposed this resolution have in a 
manner indicated that they look upon this fact as a blessing to the country, 
and that for a country like India where the people refuse to'take to technical’ ” 
‘education or to any kind of‘education other than mere literary education, it is 
something of a God-send that the doors of colleges are shutupon the students ; 
that if not from inclination at least from necessity, our countrymen will be driven 
to qualify themselves not as mere B.A.’s or M.A.’s but as experts in vrafisman- 
ship if they take up careers other than those which are open to men who have 
received a mere literary education. 1 admit that there is some force in these 
arguments and something to be said for the view that has been put forward, 
_but IT ask my Hon’ble friends whether, before any student takes to technical 
- education, itis not necessary that he should receive a certain amount of 
general literary education in order to enable him to take advantage of the 
education imparted in technical insfitutions in this country. My Lord, 
Mr. Mitter has told us that there are 26,000 under-graduates in England— 
about the same number that there are at the present moment in Bengal—and 
he asks us to consider whether it is proper that we should ask for more 
colleges_when the people of the United Kingdom do not, in spite of the fact 
that the number of under-graduates there practically equals the number of 
un etgraduates in this country. J am not prepared to discuss the statistics , 
with my friend, Mr. Mitter, nor do I think I am called upon to consider’ ™ 
» whether in looking at the res he has not made any mistake, but I take 
the figures as he has quoted them; but I would ask him to consider that 
although’ the number: may be '26,000, or rather more, those of the students in 
| that country who go to'technical institutions are really equi; ped with a mach 
_ ~ larger amount 6f literary knowledge than most of the under-graduates in this 
| country. What I mean, my Lord, is this: that-although a mansin the United 
- Kingdom may not have been able to enter any of the -colleges, still he 
-possesses, for reasons I need not discuss, a fund of general knowledge which 
enables him to follow the education given in technical institutions better than 
‘any student in this country. ~ We all know the scant. edyeation which matri- 
culates in this country get,and unless a student lias attained a standard which 
we call the I.A/ standard ‘he cannot be called fit to enter the medical profes~ 
- sion or go to any of the technical institutions that at present exist m this 
~~ country. The point I would like to emphasize is this : that before we can 
"insist uportechnical education, if technical institutions are started all over 
~ the country, some amount of- literary education should also be given to the 
pupils and that the present’system of shutting out a large number of students 
shor f |. As regards the Muhammadan students I would remind 
say the . Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem that he also joined me in my prayer to Your 
-. Excellency's Government for another Muhammadan Arts College in Calcutta ; 
: meen’: corrects me by saying he has always supported my prayer for one. 
; ff f Ki 4 : 
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Muhammadan Arts College, that is to say, to find an outlet for about) 300 or 
400 students. If we were justified in asking Government to Jet us havea 
college for 300 or 400 pices how does my friend justify his attitude in 
opposing these two resolutions: which are of a general character and which 
will bring relief not only to Hindu students but also to Muhammadan 
students. On behalf of the students of my community, aswell as in the 
wider interest of the student community in general, J beg to accord my 
hearty support to this resoluticn.” : eats 


y 33 


The Hon’ble Mr. Dunn said : : + ehh orn, 


“My Lord, the first of these resolutions asks that ‘additional sections should 
be opened in Government colleges in order to provide for those matriculates 
. who have not beeh able to get admission into colleges: in Bengal. The 
second resolution asks that a committee of inquiry should be appointed to 
examine the general question of thé admission of successful matriculates into 
colleges. The first two speakers will not, I hope, expect me to deal with all 
the details which they have raised in their remarks. The other, speakers 
have raised large! and important issues which J cannot possibly deal with at 
this stage, but I would like now to refer the’ Hon'ble Mr. P. ©. Mitter. to the 
proceedings of the last Council meeting at. Dacca in which the establishment 
of an agricultural institution was stated to be under the. consideration of 
Government. 


So far as the two resolutions are concerned there is the underlying 
» assumption that there is no adequate provision in colleges in Bengal for the 
number of-boys who leave high schools and are successful in the Matricdla-’ 
tion examination. That is the underlying assumption, and the first resolution 

~ asks that -we should proceed to open additional classes in Government colleges, 
in order to meet what is a general demand. Now, if the very sombre picture 
which the first two speakers have painted ‘is an accurate one, it would be 

| obviously impossible to meet the large general demand by opening additional 
sections in the classes in the comparatively small number af ernment 
institutions. But what are the facts for the whole of Bengal ? The. specific” 
question which has been raised by various speakers deals with certain areas 


~ 


‘sand. with certain localities. We must look at this problem as a wholé and 


“the facts are as follows :-— 
In the year 1918 the number of boys who’ passed the Matriculation 


examination successfully was 7,758. I find that atthe end of the academic — 


year 1918-19, that is, after a period during which successful matriculates are 
admitted into colleges, the number of Ist-year students in colleges, Govern- 
ment and private, was no less than 6,108, and the number reading in, certain: 
special institutions was no less than 830,-giving a total of 6,938. It is a 
simple calculation, resulting in the ‘astonishing fact that no less than 90 per 
cent. of our successful matriculates are accommodated in some form of a 
' collegiate institution or other. , Lf it is necessary-to give these figures for the. 
.and I. Sc. students, I wish to state that the number of those boys who 
passed their Intermediate examination was 3,658 and the number of | students 
who joined the 3rd-year class after that examination was 2,396, again giving a 
reentage of 90 per cent. of the boys who are actually: accommodated. in 
institutions. Now, these figures appear to be very convincing, and, I think, 
‘they are convincing. But what about Government institutions)? I take it-the 
_ first two speakers have this specially ,in their mind. The facts for these 
institutions are as follows : in Government 20! there were 1,814 | 
tions for admission ; of that number no less than. 1,617 were admi Al 
speak now of matriculates and I would like to point out to the Siceann: 
who have spoken in favour of these two resolutions that there are at. present 
‘in the ewe College no less than 48 vacancies: in bac Ist-years “Those 
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‘ rejected were 797." From the pereentages which I have given it would 
appear that the majority of those boys have found aceommodation.in other’ 


- I do not regard-it as at allserious that not more than 10 percent. 
among all these boys didnot desire to prosecate their studies as many of them 
seek employment immediately after leaving school. It is perfectly obvious 
that there. must be competition for places in the best colleges of Bengal.: 
That competition exists in-Europe, to whichs frequent references have been 

: made _by various speakers. Boys whose parents desire their admissién in 
~public schools have their names entered before they leave preparatory schools 
and the necessity of early application does ‘not end there. It will be impos- 
sible for the-Government of Bengal to provide such college accommodation as 

~ would meet all classes of application. But, as I have already pointed out, 


” from the general figures, those boys ,who do not get admission into Govern- 


mént colleges are able to get admission elsewhere. If we are to proceed .to 
open additional sections in classes in Government institutions to meet what 
is called am immediate demand it would involve the Education Department, in 


- large building operations and in the addition of an extra staff and the dentind 


wowd be one increasing as a recurring series from year to year. I would like, 
however, to ‘role to what is perhaps at the root of ‘these complaints. Hr is 
‘unquestionably the case that boys who wish to secure admission into colleges 
have to leave their homes and in many cases go to alien districts amongst 
alien people. That difficulty it is very hard to see how to overcome, but | 
would refer to the Calcutta University Commission's Report in which there 
is foreshadowed a system whereby intermediate instruction will be provided 
nearer the homes of boys in districts of Bengal. More than that I need not 
say at thie stage. 
In-conclusion, Sir, I do not consider that it’ is practical or even necessary 
that we should attempt te open special classes in Government high schools at 
this time, nor do I think it is advisable. to have a committee to inquire into 
this matter.. The Calcutta Upiversity Commission’s Report will give rise to 
as many committees as the energy of the Education Department will be able 
to undertake and it is certain that these questions will be further examined 
in the process of that inquiry. For these reasons I do not see my way to 
support either of these resolutions.” . 


The Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said :— 


“My Lord, after the Hon'ble Mr. Dunn’s presentation of the figures very 
little will be necessary by way ofmepposition to the resolution, but as re- 
pfesenting the University T feel T ought to claim, and I claim emphatically, 
“thatthe University bas never been unmindful of the necessities of the 
situation. In a-manner it is as well that these resolutions have been moved 
and the complaints answered, but one fails to understand how a resolution 
like this, and in this: Council, could sufficiently meet the situation, if there is 
anything to be done. It is not a question of Government colleges alone—a 
large number of our colleges are private institutions and, therefore, nothing 
that. Your Excellency’s Government might do by way of appointing a 
committee or otherwise would touch the situation, I am exceedingly glad 
that the figures for last year have been collected and placed before the 
Council. What the University had been uniformly doing, when I wasan 
charge of it, and I think is doing still, is to prepare a weekly statement during 
the season of admission of students and to communicate with different 


‘ 


lech oF asking them for statements of vacancies in the differont subjects in 
) t 


which they/are affiliated: From these statements an abstract 1s prepared and 


placed on the notice board outside the Senate House indicating where vacan- 
~ eles and in what subjects were available. I agree with Mr. Dunn, and 
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nobody can fail to agree with him, that we cannot expect to have a college for 
teaching every subject for which a student has a particular fancy. The 
difficulty will probably -pass away when the new order of things comes into 
existence, but the difficulty so far has been’ that students do not always ~ 
chodse subjects according. to their capability, but according to theirfancy, 
That is one difficulty, and the other difficulty which~is- not’ generally: known 
but which, I think, must frankly,and definitely be-steted, is that our students 
sometimes apply to as many as three colleges for admission at once, the 
Presidency College being, ofcourse. the favourite. [scan understand their 
trend of mind for entering the Presidency College as it ~was my own college. 
After the Presidency- College they would apply to the Scottish Churches ~ 
College as a second string ant probably io the Ripon or Metropalitan’ or 
Bangabasi College as a: third string. .Well, that probably accounts for the 
residum which Mr. Dunn has not been able to account for. leaving alone-the 
edical institutions which-absorb a considerable proportion of our matri-_ 
. culates. The University does all it can to accommodate those who have 
wmatriculated, and from that point of view the arrangement described above 
* was undertaken and we could always tell stulents where a ‘vacancy ‘was. 
But this is a matter which no one can control. That being made quite clear, 
I do not think that the University can be blamed in the way the Hon'ble 
Bahu Siv’ Narayan Mukharji attempted to do, because it has never been 
uniindful of the situation. I will not speak of the fees and the post-graduate 
studies now. Calcutta is fairly full of them, but I may say that unless — 
. we have a good strong post-graduate class neither primary nor secondary 
‘education can be improved. for you require a large number of teachers 
who must be trained in the post-graduate and also in. training colleges 
“ which Your Excellency’s Government are providing.~ As regards the 
q@iestion of fees, there again the matter seems delicate and unnecessary ~’ 
to. this Council ‘at the present time. — But I would ask Members Care- 
fully to consider. before altogether condemning the scheme, the other ‘side’ 
of the question too. I do not wish, however, to be drawn into the discussion 
whether it is advisable to have 26,000 graduates here asin Great Britain as 
the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter has pointed out. The Hon’ble MreFazl-ul-Haq 
has also pointed out that without some general education our boys cannot be 
. giwen any particular technical educafion, agricultural, commercial, medical. 
etc., but I do not wish to enter into that controversy here. It is, of course, 
well known that English young men do not generally think of a University 
career in the way that our boys dovhere.”s + - minh y 3 AG 


s 


The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said -— 


“My Lord, when I put this resolution. before the Council IT was labouring. 
under the impression-that the resolution will meet with the approval of the 
Government. I find that my resolution has touched on points which are.not 
relevant to the question at issue. Ihave brought to the notice of the Couneil 
that in Government colleges a large namber of successful students are not. 
admitted and, therefore, some sort of accommodation ought to be given to them. — 
I find that a discussion has been'made as regards encouragement of education 

vin industrial and. agricultural schools. I have submitted already in my: 
speech that these are ‘large ‘questions and if there would have been agri- 

cultural and industrial schools in existence at this time probably I “would not 

have come to the Council with a resolution like this. We rate 

recommendations of the Calcutta University Commissioners and we look t 
the day when their recommendations will be accepted by this Government 
and the Supreme Government, with modification but how ‘is the difficulty to 
be solved at the present moment? If there had been agricultural institu- | 
tions these students might have. been admitted into them, so, with regard to 
: : } pase at ae 
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. industrial institutions, if they were in existence students would have been 


admitted into them. But granted that there are no industrial schools or 
agricultural schools, should not facilities be given to the students to»geti 
admission into Government colleges ? That is a question which the Hon'ble 
Members would have to consider. Asa matter of fact, it cannot be denied 
that these students do not get admission in Government colleges and my 
proposition before the Council is that they ought to get admission. Suppose 
there is a Government college in a distant station and suppose 80 boys are 
refused admission in that college, are~we. to be told by Sooamuticnt that 
. they must find accommodation elsewhere#in Calcutta and in private colleges ? 
It isfor the Hon'ble Members of the Council to consider the difficulty in 
which students,;are placed. I do not like to discuss the question of the 
encouragement or discouragement of literary education or the encouragement 
or discouragement of industrial or agricultural education. [ lave nothing“to 
do with that at present. I submit for the consideration of the Hon'ble 
Members that Government ought to give facilities to the students who have not 
been admitted into Government colleges and that it is the only point which 
Py submit for discussion and consideration of the Members. My proposition 
is a very comprehensive one. I have taken into consideration the claims of 
the Muhammadan students, the claims of the Hindu students, and there is 
one united voice in the mufagsal that these students ought to be accommodated 
in Government colleges. As I submitted to Your Excellency when moving 


_ the resolution that statistics, have not been supplied to me when I put a 


question to the Council. but whether the number is small or great, the 
question is whether the Government or the Educational authorities are in a ~ 
position to incur expenditure for the benefit of these students? I am 
told by the Government Member in charge that no additional classes are to 
be opened in the Goyernment colleges. hat will these students do? “Ar 
they torun about in tlfe street or are they to sit idle? That is a questi 
which the Hon'ble Members ‘will have to consider. The difficulties are very 
great ; I speak on behalf of the mufassal students in this Council. I dwell 
upon the result of inquiries that great difficulties.are felt by them. My Lord, 
Ido not think it necessary further to discuss the question in the Council. 
I know very.well that the Hon’ble Members—both official and non-officia 
will consider the practical difficulties in which these students are placed. 

~My Lord, I have nothing more to say. I hope that the Hon'ble Members 
will kindly consider the resolution which I have put forward before them 
deliberately and advisedly. 


e 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said -—- 


at My Lord, after hearing Mr. Dunn that about 90 per cent. of the matri- 
culates get admisssion in the 1st-year class of the colleges, whether private or 


Government, and that about 90 per cent. of the boys who pass the Intermediate 


examination in Arts get admission in the B.A. classes, I do not think it proper 


~ to take up unnecessarily Your Excellency’s time. But there is one fact which 


- Lought to mention and which has been represented tome by my Hon'ble friend 
~Maulvi Aman Ali, and it is known to Your Excellency personally, and it is 


this: He eollected certain figures when Your Lordship had been to Chitta- 
- gong and he represented to Your Lordship that about 20 Hindu boys 


bh 
iY 





Tokcnt 60 Muhammadan boys could not get admission in the Chitta- 
g College. That shows the necessity of opening additional sections 
n the Chittagong College, because, so far as I am aware, boys from other dis- 
tricts will not go to Chittagong for their education, and it is the Chittagong 
who have not got sufficient aecommodation.in the college of their own 


ion. If prope be made it*will be found that this 1s the case in all 
the ain tat shee need for giving greater facilities to students to get 


iy 
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admission in Colleges. But after hearing Mr. Dunn [ do not think it proper to na 
press my resolution. i te . 


Motion No. 6 was ‘then put and lost. = 
Motion No. 7 was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 8. ye 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following reso- 
lution :— ‘ 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that out of the 
eduéational grants provided in the current year’s Budget, a sum of Rs. 50,000 
be granted to the promoters of the proposed Howrah College for the purpose 
of building the college. | = 


He said :— 


“T am grateful to Your Excellency. for permitting me to move. this 
resolution. 


We have had a longand very interesting debate on the question of accom- 
modation in Government colleges and itsextension in different colleges. This 
resolution, I am sure, whatever has been the fate of the other resoltttions, stands — 
on a different footing. Here, a number of gentlemen- have started the idea of » 
establishing an intermediate college which may fitly be described as a high 
school, according to the standard laid down in the University Commission's re- 

épdtt, in the district of Howrah. My Lord; they have collected a certain sum of 
money, and they have also got the approbation of the University of Calcutta. 
What they want is a decent house. I believe Government are helping them 
in the matter by asking the educational officers to assist them in finding a 
suitable house. I do not know whether they have been able to find one yet, 
but all that is required is money, and the modest request I make is that 
Rs. 50,000 be granted to them to supplement their resources for a college 
building. My Lord, I do not think that my Hon'ble friend, Mr. P. C. Mitter, 
who casually referred to my resolution, will think that my resolution in any 
way affects the general question whether education should be diverted in’ 
other directions, namely, agricultural and industrial. But unfortunately no ~~ 
practical step has yet been taken in that direction, although I am glad 

to hear from the Hon’ble Mr. Dunn that the matter is now under the. 
consideration of Government so far as the establishment® of an agricultural 
institution is concerned. My Lord, this college will teach up tothe L.A. — 
standard of the Calcutta University, and I believe it is admitted by everyone _ 
present that for the purpose of giving a fair general education, thea A, — 
standard is possibly the ininimum standard that can be insisted upon. ‘The 

» student who seeks admission in the Calcutta Medical College or in the Sibpur 

Engineering College must pass the I. A, standard or the I. Se. standard 

of the Calcutta University, and therefore, I think, it will be admitted that it 

is not an institution intended merely to manufacture B. A’s and M. A’s of — 
the Calcutta University. It is an institution which is intended to impart a_ 
general education to the boys of the district of Howrah. Howrah is a very — 
big area, it is a very big place, and is a matter of surprise that it has not got — 
a single college of its own. The people are trying to get a college and oak: 
they want is a little help from Government. I hope that this help will not ‘ 


be denied to them. 


As regards the sum of Rs, 50,000, I find in the Budget no less than Rs..97 
_ lakhs is budgetted for expenditure under “ Education”. My Lord, I am sure — 
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if Your Excellency’s Government be pleased to make this nt, thi 

can be found from the savings of the Note which are japkoisd in the Benet 
In fact, I find that there is an item of Rs. 12 lakhs, and I am sure the whole of 
the money will not be spent this year. There will be considerable savings 
and Ks. 50,000 is such an insignificant amount compared with Rs. 97 lakhs 
that I feel sure Your Excellency’s Government will be able to spare that 
sum. I donot wish to take up the time of the Council by making further 
observations on the subject. It is merely an appeal for a little dole on behalf 
of the people of Howrah, and I hope Your Excellency will see your way to 
-accept this resolution.” , 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter said :— 


. “My Lord, the general aspect of the question has been fully discussed; 
but my hon’ble friend Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur feels that his resolution 
does not touch so much the general aspect of the question of literary educa- 
tion as against non-literary education. ‘There is one point which apparently 
he has overlooked. If you take away a certain sum of money and apply 
the same to the promotion of literary education then to that extent the pro- 
motion of non-literary education will be made difficult. Bengal can afford a 
-eertain sum 6f money for education generally. Well, if you commit yourself 
to a policy of extension of literary education, it means that at present if 
Goverrment make a grant of Rs. 50,000 and the people subscribe a further 
sum of money, then between Government and the people more money will be 
spent for years to come, apd to that extent if the Government and the people 
‘should combine in the future for the extension of non-literary education that 
amoney will not be available. I would ask my hon’ble friend Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur to consider this aspect of the question. and may I just, 
throw out a suggestion for whatever it is worth to my hon’ble friend’ and the 
people of Howrah? I understand that they have raised a certain amount of 
money. Last year the objection to haying a medical school at Howrah was 
the congestion of student population there. Well, if you are going to have 
another literary college there it will mean more congestion. Can they not 
now divert the money to.a more useful purpose ? 


One word more, my Lord, and I am done. It seems, as the general 
as of the question has some bearing on the point, that I-have been_con- 
siderably misunderstood. My plea was never a plea for retarding education. 
I would want education to advance, but you cannot advance education in 
spite of what the Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad Narbadhikari has said, if you 
confine the activities to one individual aspect of the educational problem, and 
‘the reason why I quoted figures for Great Britain was this : that in Great 
Britain,where thére are so many openings, the total figure was only 26.000, 
and here,in Bengal we have the same figure with only one opening. namely, 
the. ‘yline. I also agree with Sir Deba Prasad that the day is not very 

~ distant when we will be able to provide these 26,000 students with suitable 
~ yoeations of life, but.that end can never be’ achieved unless we make our 
- educational activities more elastic.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Goode said :— 
“My Lord, in replying to the motion of the Hon’ble Member I do not 
se to criticize his resolution upon its merits, but I wish to suggest that 
ER not practicable to deal. with his proposal in this Council. It will be 
desirable very briefly to recapitulate the history of the proceedings which 
led to this resolution. = = ' 
of The Rai Bahadur has stated that a committee of, Howrah. gentlemen 
recently moved the University ,of Calcutta for permission to found.a-second 
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Raja Hrishikesh Laka. 


have come out belong to a noble race and they have since adapted themselves 
to the new situation with great credit to themselves, My Lord, I hope there 
wiil be no such feeling with regard to this matter. In the Trust itself we had 
Mr. Finnimore, an Engineer, as a Chairman for about 8 months and no one 
will dispute that he performed the administrative part of the work quite 
efficiently and to the satisfaction of both the Government and the ‘Trust. 
Let us take the railways. his important department is administered by 
officers who are not members of the Civil Service. The Education Depart- 
ment also is administered by a member of the Educational Service. In the 
Police even, although there have been civilian heads in the past, the depart- 
ment is now run by a member of the Police Service. The Commissioner of 
Police who is at the head of a vast organization is not a member of the Civil 
Service. So I think that the capacity. to administer affairs efficiently is not 
confined to the members of the Civil Service alone. In England, in Canada, 
and even in Bombay, they have got an expert town-planner at the head of 
such affairs and they do not belong to the Civil Service. I am only trying 
to show by citing these facts that it is not essential for the proper administra- 
tion of the Trust that a member of the Civil Service should be appointed. I 
am not against the members of the Civil Service at all; they might have 
been necessary at the beginning, but the time has now come when an expert 
should be appointed at the head of the ‘Trust. 


There is another advantage in appointing an expert. He may come 
more into touch with the members of the Board and his views may go to 
\the Local Government direct and in an undiluted form. If such a man 
is appointed there will be economy also in the establishment. We are now 
paying Rs. 4,000 a month to the Chairman, Rs. 3,500 to the Chief 

aluer and Rs. 2,500 to the Chief Engineer, but if at least tWo of these 
posts are amalgamated there will be a considerable saving im the ex- 
penditure. In. the Port ‘Trust, although we have an honorary Chairman, 
the whole administration is condueted by a. technical officer who is called 
the Vice-Chairman. So, if there is a nominal official Chairman and an 
expert town-planner as his deputy I shall be quite content, but I cannot 
urge it having regard to the existing provisions of the law. I have just 
mentioned the Port. Trust system only to strenghthen my argument and to 
show that a big organization can be run by a man who is not a member of 
the Civil Service., My Lord, I do not want to say anything further on the 
subject, but I earnestly hope that this will be considered, and even if a mem- 
ber of the Civil Service is to be appointed in Mr. “Bompas’s place I pray 
that he may not be a Land Acquisition Collector of the Trust as is rumoured. 
‘Public confidence will at once be shaken in that case and I hope that such an 
- arrangement will not be made.” 


The Hon'ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said :— 


“My Lord, am sorry I cannot support the resolution moved by my 
Hon'ble friend, Rai-Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. His proposal is to appoint an 
expert in -town-planning to, fill up the Chair of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust to be rendered vacant by the retirement of the present Chairman, In 
my opinion he has taken a very narrow view of the duties which the Chair- 
man is called upon to perform. His duties are multifarious, and above all he 
‘must possess administrative capacity of a high order with financial experience 
ino} to guide, direct and instruct his subordinates, so that the work may 
go on smoothly without any waste of public money. He has also to.see that 

- mo money» is squandered away in useless or unnecéssary schemes, and that 
halos no lack of check or discipline among his subordinate officers... An 


sxpert in town-planning may: have. some of the above qualifications, but, he 
Sot kevas a rule, very deficient in finance. and in these troublesome times it 
oo ’ 
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would be dangerous to appoint a man who is devoid of experience, both in 
administrative and financial works. Ifwhat is stated by Raymond Unwins 
in his “Town Planning in Praetice’ be corréct that ‘for the roads in a town 
to satisfy their primary function of highways, they must be so designed as to_ 
provide generally for easy access from any point in the town to any other’, 
the present Chairman, though not a town-planner,~has, with the advice of 
his expert subordinates, done remarkably well, and though he has favoured. 
the southern quarter of the city more than the northern, noldy can deny 
that Bhowanipore has been greatly. improved, and the roads that have been 
opened are real worke of pubhe utility. If the Chairman has a difficult ~ 
problem to solve in regardito any scheme, he can very well engage the services 
of a town-planner for a time just as the Calcutta Corporation:did in the case 
of the Burrabazarscheme. 


From the Annual Report of the Calcutta Improvement Trust for the year 
1917-18, it will be seen that there are schemes for thirty proposed public 
streets awaiting execution, which will probably take about 10 years to complete, 
so that the present Chairman, by his foresight and prudence, has anticipated 
the requirements of the town and left very little for a town-planner to do. In 
fact, his occupation is gone. If my friend says that Burrabazar is not yet 
improyed, I should say that a Sub-Committee is considering the matter and 
they have the opinion of Mr. Geddes for their guidance. Of course, there are 
the further reclamation of slums and the building of houses for the poor 
Bhadralog and working classes, which could very well be doné by the Chief 
Engineer of the ‘Trust in consultation with the City Architect of the Calcutta 
Corporation, and I have nodoubt that the housing problem which is insepar- 
ably connected with good roadé and means of locomotion, would be solved by ~ 
them without much difficulty and without the help of any other expert. We 
must remember that the Chairman's responsibility is very great, and that 
responsibility cannot be satisfactorily discharged by his simply being an 
expert in town-plaining: For these reasons, I oppose this resolution.” 


rd 


The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee said :-— 
“My Lord, I beg to.oppose the motion. I ‘will only say a few~ words 


’ giving my reasons why I ammdoing so. Only afew days agomy Hon'ble friend 





‘I think thatif a town-planner was at all necessary it was necessary 


work eould not be fully carried on owing to the difficulty of getting materials . 


moved a-resolution.of.a. similar mature at a meeting of the [Improvement 
Trast ; he failed to get a supporter thero aud in the opinion of the full Board 
of the ‘Trust a town-plafining expert was not thought to be a proper person to 
be appointed as chrheail ofthe Trust. ‘The resolution is very clearly worded, 
but I am sorry, to say that after his vehement speoch against the Hon’ble 
Mr. P. ©. Mitter, the Hon’ble Mover got confused and forgot the main issue.- - 
He first said that the Port Trust Vice-Chairman was a technical wan. That is 
not so. He was a member of the Port Trust.and he should have known. it. 
Then he said that the post of the Chief Engineer and the Chairman e the 
Trust may be combined. Generally a ttown-planner is not an engineer. 
The work of an Bugtoeer in the Trast is of a very difficult nature which cannot - 
be done by a town-planner with his elementary knowledge of engineering. 
Again, he said that Mr. Shrosbree trained a number of Indians and he 
expressed his admiration for him for doing so. If the work canbe done- by 
the men trained by Mr, Shrosbree then it is obvious that a town-planner ~ 
is not now necessary. He also said that a town-planner is now more necessary 
than at the commencement of the work a8 at the beginning of the work the 
department had to be organized and, therefore, a civilian was necessary. a : 
earlier stage. Your Excellency’s Government are aware that almost all the 


important schemes were framed and Government™sanction «btained, ‘bot 
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PART IVA. 


Proceedings of the , Bengal Legislative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 


ue Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House. 
Caleutta, on Wednesday, the 19th November, 1919, at 11 A.M. 


Present : 


His Excernency the Right Hon'ble Lawrence Joun ae Dunpas, Earn 
or RonaLpsuay, G.C.1.E., Governor of the Presidency of Fort Vi “illiqm 
in Bengal, presiding. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry WHEELER, K.C.1.E., C.8.1. 
; 
A. 


The Hon’ble Mr. J. G. CumMMING, €.8.1., C.1.E. ; 


Di t ‘>The Hon’ble Sir Buay Cuanp Maura, K.C.8.1., K-C.1E., 1.0.M., MAHARAJ A= 


* purraga Banapur or Burpwan. 
Phe Hon'ble Mr. ©. J. Srevenson-Moors, €.v.0. 
The Hon'ble Mr. F. C. Frencu, ¢.8.1. 
The Hon'ble Mr. L. 8. S. O’Maiey. C.1.E 
The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy. 
The Hon'ble Mx, C. F. Payne. 
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The Hon'ble Mr. M. C. MeAurin, a 5 


The Hon'ble Mr. 8. W. Gooner. 
‘he Hon’ble Mx. F. A. ‘A. Cownev. 





ee 


The Hon'ble Corongt J. K. Cross, san oe 
The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornet, ¢.1.5. 
The Hon'ble Kuan Banapor Mauiv1 Amanun Istam. 
The Hon’ble Sir Rasenpra Nara Mooxerser, K.c.1.8. 
The Hon'ble Sin Nitraran Sarkar, Kr. 
The Hon'ble Mr. R. V. MANSELL, 0.3.E. 
The Hon’ble Mn. W. H. H. Arpen- Woon, c.1.%. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Aminur Rauman. 
‘Lhe Hon'ble Raga Haisnix rsp Lana, ©. 1. Be 
The Hon’ble Mr. L. V. N. Meargs. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Provasn Cuunper Mirren, ¢.1.8. 


The Hon'ble Banu Stv Narayan Mukuarut. 


+ 


The Hon'ble Kumar Sure SHekuareswar Ray. 
The Hon’ble Basu Brosenpra Kishor Ray Cuaupuori. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Arun Cuanpra Sinana. 


The Hon’ble Str Depa Prasap Sarpapaikart, Kt., Cc... 
The Hon'ble Rat DevenpEr Caunper Grosk Banapur. 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Warrson ie TH. 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. H. Pitenrs. 

~~ The Hon’ble Mr. G. A. Bayury. J 
The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwiy, ¢,1.£. 
The Hon'ble Dr. Anpui.a-ai-Mamon Sunrawarpy. 
The Hon’ble Mauuvi Anut Kasem, 2 «eae 
The Hon'ble Mr. M. Asnrar Ant Kuan Craupnuri. ae *, 
The Hon’ble Kuan Sante Aman Att. ; 2 
The Hon’ble Banu Baapenpra Onanpra Ray. ; 
The Hon’ble Mr. Aurar Aut. : is vs ’ 
The Hon'ble Rat Manenpra Cuanpra Mirra Banancr ve 
The Hon'ble Banu Surennra Nata Ray. he its itr ‘5 i y; 


The Hon'ble Banu Kisnort Mowan Ciidupnum. 1) 
s : : 


INEST Y (cba. | 


a eed ae! ; R % ’ , 
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Questions and Answers. 


_ LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 
OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 


1. The Hon'ble Mr. Stevenson-Moore, the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley, the 
Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy, the Hon'ble Mr. Hornell,and the Hon’ble Mr, Watson 
Smyth, made an bath or affirmation of their allegiance to the Crown. 


F 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 
STARRED QUESTIONS. 


The following questions which had been starred were put and 
answered :— 
By the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur:— 
“TF, ‘ 


(a) What is the name of the gentleman who was responsible for the The eyclono 
weather reports which were issued on the 24th and 25th of September Jast im East Bengal. 
in Calcutta from the Bengal Meteorological office ? 


(b) Is it a fact that on the 24th September, he published the following 
report:— 


‘“‘ The depression which is in the north-west angle of the Bay this 
morning is only slight. It will likely move into South Bengal to-day. The 
sea is moderate at Saugor Island and Pamban and rough at Colombo *’? 


(c) Is it a fact that the following day, he published the following © 
report:— 


“* The storm which passed to the south-east of Calcutta yesterday was 
of very small extent and only affected places which were close to its centre. 


185443 The effect of the small storm has disappeared rapidly and the séa 
is smooth or slight at all stations except Colombo where it 1s rough *’¢ 


(a) Is it a fact that the Central Meteorologieal office at Simla record the 
following observation at 8 o’clock in the morning of the 24th of September 
npon the same materials which were available to the Bengal Meteorological 
2 


‘* The disturbance in the Bay has developed into a storm about 50 miles 
south of Saugor Island. It will probably enter Bengal to-day ’’? 


(ey Since the last cyclone, i.e., of the 24th and 25th September, have the 
Government of Bengal made inquiries into the conduct of the Bengal Meteoro- 
logical Reporter, and if they are satisfied with that gentleman’s explanation 

ul they be pleased to favour this Council with a brief statement of that 
explanation ? 


-__ (f) Is the ‘same peolieoen still holding the Meteorological Reporter’s 
office or has he been relieved of it? 


’ — 
, Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
~- (a) The officer concerned is Mr. D. B. Meek, Meteorologist, Calcutta. 
(b), Yes, 
Stay (o) Yes. : 


Thé cyclone in 
Kast Bengal. 


. 


Librarian of 
the Rajshahi 
College. 
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‘Questions.and: Answers. 


(d) Yes. None of thése reports referred; however; 'to!the cyclonic nature 
of the storm for the reason given in the communiqué published by -Goyern- 
ment on the.14th Getober;.1919, that it was of too. small) a ‘diameter to ” 
influence meteorological conditions at the observatories between which it. 
passed. 


(¢) No. The Meteorologist, Calcutta, is under the Government of India. 
and not under the Government of Bengal. . Moreover, the Government of 
Bengal have no reason to be dissatisfied with his work or to believe that his. § 
conduct can in any manner be associated with the havoc wrought by 
the cyclone. 30) 


(f) Mr. D. B. Meek continues to hold charge of the office of the 
Meteorologist, Calcutta.” ; + . 


By the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur:— 
“il, : 
(a) In connection with the cyclone of the 24th September last will the: 
Government be pleased to state whether danger signals were hoisted at the 
inland river stations of East Bengal, and, if so, at what hour and in what 
places ¢ 
(b) Have the Government ascertained whether communications could 
not have been made earlier, and danger signals hoisted earlier, than what- 
was actually done? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, McAlpin:— 


a Ko Danger signals were hoisted at the following inland river stations. 
of East Bengal on the 24th September at the times stated :— 


Goalundo eed Sa 548 ae 19 hrs. 80 min. 
. Narayanganj ie <0 pas thy. 19 hrs. 51 min, 
Chandpur ute ove es0 ae 19 hrs. 20 min. 
Barisal aoe yeu nes 438 20 hrs, 10 min, 


(b) Government have ascertained that orders to hoist danger signals were: 
communicated as soon as meteorological conditions indicated that such 
signals were necessary and justified.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


*HE ; 

(a) Are the Government aware that the Librarian of the Rajshahi 
College, which is a large first grade College teaching up to the B.A. and 
B.Sc. Honours standard in English, Ma ensttios | anak: Philosophy, 
History, Physics and Chemistry, is an officer of the Lower Subordinate 
Educational Service on Rs. 20—25 4 t ae” 


(b) Is it a fact that the Principal of the Rajshahi College made repeated 
ame for the appointment of a competent Librarian at a higher rate 
of pay? ' - hs 
(c) Is it a fact that these were rejected’ by the Director :offPublic 
Instruction on the ground that he considered that no good case had been 
made out by the Principal ? “ 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
— of the Library staff of the Presidency, Dacca and Rajshahi 

Jolleges 





#4 
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a: mA =. “Questionstand Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 
ae (a) Yes, R 4 * f 


_» (6) and (c) The Director of Public Instruction reports that in February 
1918, the Principal recommended the appointment of an additional librarian 
on Rs. 50, but the | Ogee could not be entertained mainly owing to financial 


stri . The Principal re-opened the question in July last. Mr. Dunn 

decided at the whole question of the pay of librarians in Soremrrient colleges 

should be reviewed. This has been done, and the Director of Public Instruc- 

@ tion will shortly submit proposals to Government with regard to Rajshabi 
~~ and.certain other colleges, which also have only one librarian. 


(d) A statement is laid on the table.”’ 


Statement referred to in the answer by the HON’BLE MR. GOODE to question 
No. I/1 (starred) asked by the Hon’BLE BABU KisHort MOHAN CHAU- 
pHuRI at the Council meeting of the 19th November, 1919, showing the 
present staff of the Library of the Presidency, Dacca and Rajshahi 


Colleges. 
Rs. 
a 3 1 Librarian es 75 (Class VI, Subordinate 
Educational Service.) 
1 Assistant Libra- ; 
Presidency College rian wr 50 (Outside the Graded 
Service.) 
1 Ditto oes 45 ( Ditto. ) 
1 Ditto ... |O—1—35 (Class I], Lower Sub- 
ordinate Educational 
Service.) 
4 
1 Librarian bes 250 (Class * VII, Provincial 


Educational Service.) 
1 Assistant Libra- 
Dacca College... rian ... B0O—1—35 (Class Il, Lower Sub- 
ordinate Educational 
Service.) 


y 1 Assistant Libra- 
rian (Science 
, Library) | ... 15—1—20 (Class V, Lower Sub- 
, ordinate Educational 
Service.) 
3 


ah S 


Rajshbahi College 1 Librarian fas 20—1—25 (Class 1V, Lower Sub- 
ordinate Educational 
Service.) 


‘By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
IV. 


h (a) Are the Government aware that in all Government Colleges in Want of 
; Beagaexcet the Rajshahi College, there is a gymnastic and games symusastic and 
er? | 


games teacher 
in the Rajshahi 
College. 


- __ (b) Are the Government aware that the Principal applied for the creation 
“of the post of a gymnastic and games master, but that the application was 
rej a by the Director of Public Instruction ¢ ‘ 


WG thee A OW Ce ihe a ae Sc | 
ba arts ‘ ; seas vO 


—— 

















* ‘A 


Layla Ue’ (a) Yes at all except the Sanskrit College.) | 8) 







Pei” Wt 
a (b) The Principal applied for the creation of a post in 1915, but t 
BS Director of Public Instruction could not entertain the p il on accour 


"By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— Louse hg Ba 
*y;. i y +i 


(a) Are the Government aware of the fact that Economics has been 
taught in the Rajshahi College in the B. A. Pass Course for the last 7or8 , 
years eed that its teacher isa member of the Subordinate Educational — 


») Ts it a fact that since the beginning of the current session extension 
in affiliation in the Pass Economics has been granted to the Hooghly and Chit- _. 
tagong Colleges and that the teachers in this subject in the latter Colleges are 
members of the Provincial Educational Service? / 


(c) Is it a fact that the Principal of the Rajshahi College to the 
- Director of Public Instruction that the post of Teacher o nomics in | 
_ the Rajshahi College might be filled by a member of the Provincial Educational — 
Service as in the smaller Colleges at Hooghly and Krishnagar, but that the 
Director of Public Instruction disapproved of the Principal's proposal 
(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the reason for this differential 
treatment by the Director of Public Instruction, and whether there is 
any general principle-by which he is poe in matters relating to the 
staff, equipment, contingent grant, etc., of Colleges? 


- 


A 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— ~ 
; (a), (b) and (c) The reply is in the affirmative. — 


(d) In the case of two of the other colleges referred to, it was considered Fe 
necessary to obtain a professor, who could also lecture in history. 


Tn the case of Hooghly College, the pdt ci Inspectors insisted on a 

professor with high qualifications being appointed and an M.A. of the Ist 

class was only obtainable at Provincial Educational Service rates. The 

Rey, Directoriof Public Instruction cannot adhere to general principles in settling - 
"matters yelating to the staff, equipment, contingent grant, etc., of Colleges. 

: He must be guided by the special needs of each College and also by financial 
considerations.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


"VI. , 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 

iving full information as to the extent and nature.of the losses caused by the. 

te cyclone in East Bengal, and the steps that have been taken, or are being _ 
taken, both official and non-official, for alleviating the distress of the people? 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state whether timely warning,of 
the advent of the cyclone was given to the people in the affected'areat = 4 


(c) If not, what were the reasons of the failure to give such information, 
and what action, if any, have the Government taken in the matter ? fit 


‘ 
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, Gaia and Answers. 
Was there any difference in the information ap. eee by the Simla 
| Meteorological Observatories 


: ran bb so, what was the reason for this pena and a measures 
Government taken to prevent a repetition of similar weeks in 


Sakai Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
3 to (¢) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the replies to suite 5 
No.3 agers), and No. I (Starred).”’ 


: vay the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
~ “Vil 
'Are the Government considering the advisability of starting, under 
tal supervision and with Government help, co-operative cloth shops 
paddy granaries and jute godowns in different centres on suitable scales or 
the benefit of the poorer sections of the people of the Presidency ? 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
-** The answer is in the negative.”’ 


‘By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


trig 


(2) Are the Government in a Dhaition to state why the jute market 
has suddenly become dull? 


(b) Is it due to any transport difficulty ? 


~ (ce), If go, what is the cause of this difficulty and what steps are the Gov- 
SO ak taking to remedy it? 


(d) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been expressed 
that the dulness of the market may be due to profiteering? 


(e) What action, if any, are the Government taking to prevent profiteer- 
; a ' r g Pp 


‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
: ** (a) Owing to the absence of foreign demand. 
-. (b) Not so far as Government are aware. 


© The absence of foreign demand is understood to be due mainly to 

labour difficulties in land and America and in a minor degree to high 

; p and a high and fluctuating rate of exchange. The foreign market is 
; to the situation. 


2 Goyernment are not aware that the opinion has been expressed that 
of the market is due to profiteering. Moreover the facts and the 
pa pearenaticn amongst sellers to clear stocks indicate the reverse of profit- 


(0) In view of the answer to question (d) this question does not arise.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
1X. 
oer the Bcvsnent aware that the price of cloth is still very 


there ie Have the Government made any inquiries to ascertain whether 
chance of the high prices going down at an early date, or what 
aes uld be b tind for motets = market? 
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Questions and Insivers: : 


(c) Have the Government considered the desirability of arrangin ri ] fi r si 
the direct supply te each district of certain quantities of cloth for the benefit m 
of the poorer classes of the people? e : 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— Ae seni 


“ (a) The price of cloth, though still high, has shown no very marked A 
variation since the beginning of the current year. deg st 


& The Hon'ble Member is referred to the press communiqué issued Bee 
the Government of India on the 28th October, 1919, a copy of which is laid 

on the table. The trend of prices is being carefully watched, but further . 
action is not at present contemplated. gf 


(c) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to question 
No. XIII (5) asked by him at the Council meeting of the 3rd September last. . 
The cloth referred to in that answer was not»needed for the purpose then 
contemplated, ‘as there was no marked rise of price; and the greater part of 
it was used for the relief of those who suffered from the cyclone in Eastern 
Bengal. Arrangements have been made for the free distribution of a 
limited quantity of cloth to the poor in every district and also in Caleutta 
at the time of the Peace celebrations.”’ 


Press ‘Communique referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble: Mr. Payne in his 
reply to clause (b) of Question No. LX. 


Since the provisions of the Cotton Cloth Act were formally put into 
operation in February last, there have been no violent fluctuations in the price 
of cloth, the trend of which over the whole period has been in a downward | 
direction. During the last few weeks prices have risen in Bombay, mainly as 
a result of increased demand due to the favourable monsoon conditions, but 
indications point to an approach toa level which may be regarded as normal 
in post-war conditions. In these circumstances and in view of the fact that, 
as stated in a reply to a question asked by the Hon'ble Maharaja: Sir 
Manindra Chandra Nandi in the Imperial Legislative Council on September 
25th, the Governments of the United Provinces and Bihar and Orissa, in — 
which the shortage of cloth was originally most acute, have still lange stocks 
of standard cloth on hand and that arrangements ‘have been made by the — 
Controller of Cotton Cloth to ensure a supply of standard cloth to the Punjab — 
and Assam where there is still a demand for it, the Government of India have 
decided that Cotton Cloth: Control should be placed in abeyance for the 
present. The Cotton Cloth Act will, however, remain in force and its 
provisions will again be put into operation, should speculation in eloth or any — 
other cause force prices up to such a point as to render this desirable, — 
Mr. F. Noyee, 1.c.8., Controller of Cotton Cloth, has joined the Indian Sugar | 
Committee as Vice-President, but will remain in charge of the work connected 
with cloth control until’ it is finally wound up at the end of November. 
A full report on the operations,will be published shortly. ; 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
Will the Government be pleased to state what steps they are daleiig it nt 


connection with the inquiry for the prevention of the pollution of. the . 
Bhagirathi by septic tank discharges? : MA ee TS 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— * ee ie 








‘* A special deputy sanitary commissioner, a hacteriologist and a che 
together with a subordinate establishment commenced in Ap Mae mit 


motor launch was obtained for their use and both banks of the 1 













ta Paks YER Mealy Lath cs oe Pl ae 
SP § ae RL Sa eR NN i A a Si aR RY 
Sy cs we > one pS v 
Head Bits Pe 2 See NE od oe SA AA ee ee 
ian ie 3d ced i Da ey eet a 
fii , 











Peis Te Ad! Aeon ef js. Ce a 2 
een, i ‘ ‘ : tnt ete 1 aa 
A GAZBYTE, DECEMBER 3, 1919. 1281 ‘4 
paieues Quentions und: Answers. a 
also been carefully surveyed. Samples of water from various points alon | 
the river, and samples of effluents entering the river are being srsteeea pally V4 
ined. - Up to the present 843 samples of water have been examined : 
_bacterio y and 596 chemically and 137 samples of effluents derived from ve Ali 
septic and drains have also been analysed. Maps are being prepared 1 
owing the points at which pollution of the river is taking place, and the | 
4 Gee lace, pollution; and data are being collected to enable us to decide | 
rm nai tive importance and the steps that may be necessary for their 2] 
ae 4 : | 


- By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
Shc te 
~*.. (a) Are the Government considering the advisability of issuing orders Hates of pay of | 
directing the appointment of a Salaries Committee to examine generally the perth 
qquacy or otherwise of the rates of pay of Government subordinates and ™””" ipa 
* menial establishments in various departments, including village officers and 4 
~ others whose cases were not dealt with by the Royal Commission on Public 
Services in India? F 
(b) Are the Government aware of the action adopted by-the Madras 
Goyernment in this connection ? ’ ¥ | 


Answer by the Horf?ble Mr. Payne:— 


_* (a) Proposals for the improvement of the pay of menials have already 
been submitted to the Government of India and the question of assimilating 

' the pay of ministerial officers in Eastern and Western Bengal is under con- 
sideration. Beyond this, no general inquiry is at present contemplated and 

* in the existing abnormal economical conditions, and while uncertainty exists 
~ as to the future financial resources of the province, the time for such an inquiry 


__ isgearcely opportune. : 
Se @) Xen.” : : re 


hy 4 





ssioners 


- for the Amta Drainage Scheme have been appointed ! for the Amta _ 
_ @) If not, will the Government be pleased to state whether these appoint- olan / 
ments will be made at an early date? ; 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Commissioners Appointment of 









by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 
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» the conference held at Delhi? ; 


Government of Bengal, respectively, in regard to the capacit; 
then Director of Civil Supplies (Mr. Beade ) attended the'eaid 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
*X1N. . ded pili! 
, (a) Is it within the contemplation of the Government to issué subsidiary + 
orders in regard to the new rules under the Indian Arms Act? irene 
(6) If so, when are these orders likely to be published ¢ ‘ pnigless 
(c) Will the Government’ be pleased to state the qualifications that will 
be required of the big zamindars and other respectable persons in gi 


to enable them to be exempted from the necessity of taking out licenses for 
firearms in their possession ¢ 





4 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


(a) and (b) The local:Government contemplate) publishing. subsidi 
orders as soon as possible after the issue by the Government of India of ow 
revised Rules and Schedules under the Indian Arms Act. It is impossible at 
present to specify a date on which these subsidiary orders will be published. » 


(c) Pending such publication Government are not prepared to make a 
statement on this point.”’ : ; 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
*XIV. 


‘ (a) With reference to the answer to my unstarred question No. 18(b) 
of the 12th Angatt, 1919, stating that no definite date can be assigned to the’ 
decision of the Government of India to treat Bengal as a ‘* surplus province, ”’ 
and also with reference to the reply to-my unstarred question No. 29 (e) of 
the 3rd September, 1919, are the Government saware that in reply. tora 
question put by the Hon’ble Maharaja of Kassimbazar on the 10th peta ag 
1919, in the Indian Legislative Council, the Government of India ‘stated that 
the said decision was arrived at “‘ as a result of a conference held at Delhi 
in: Dovober, 1918, at which a representative of the Government of Bengal was + 
present ’’ / ya ty 


_(b) Will the Government also be pleased to refer to the reply given by 
them to my unstarred question No. 29 of the 3rd September, 1919, particu- 
larly the statement that ‘‘ the Director of Civil Supplies, Bengal, attended 
(the conferences held at Nagpur and Delhi in August and October,.1918, 
respectively) with the permission of the Government-of Bengal, but nat as 
their representative, ’’ as also to the reply given by the Government of India 
to the said question of the Hon'ble Maharaja of Kassimbazar, particularly 
the statement that a representative of the Government of Bengal was present 
at the conference, and that the decision to treat, Bengal as a ‘‘ surplus 
province ’’ was arrived at ‘‘ as a result of the estimate of surplus stocks of 
rice available in Bengal which was supplied by the Bengal representative at 
; ERT i HAYA Suey 

(c) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the proceedings of 
the said conferences held at Nagpur and Delhi, which were laid on the table 
of the Indian Legislative Council in reply to another apentoniley the Maharaja 
of Kassimbazar on the 10th Se ipiber last, particularly, the two opening’ 
addresses delivered by Sir Claude Hill who presided at these conferences, in 
which he described and treated the provincial members present as represepta- 
tives of the different Provincial Governments! =. ven FU 
(d) Will the Government be pleased to iy sc the apparent contradie- 
tion involved in the statéments made by the Government of fers ens e 
in, which t 

1 ) nw 


; 


aan | 






Questions and Answers. 


“ayerga) Is it not a fact that action was taken at the Delhi conference ‘upo 
a beg POR TRE sasteha sad some i eae of Civil Supplies, Teeaead: 
_ that Bengal’s exportable surplus, during the period N ber, 1918, to April, 
Fi) 1919, was 240,000 tons of tibet ns vt ~ soi 
fchabe __{/) Is it not also a fact that at the Nagpur conference (which preceded 
oa the De i conference) Mr. Beadel stated ‘‘ that in Bengal the preps are 
~ fairly ge and the total exportable surplus of Bengal rice may be estimated 
to be 30 ,000 tons, of which 60,000 were in Calcutta and the rest chiefly in 
ai Birbhum, Midnapore and Burdwan *’? i 


(g) Will the Government be pleased to state whether these statements 
were made oe Mr. Beadel on his personal responsibility ? aya 
_. (A) Will the Government be pleased to state on what data these calcula- 
tions were based ! 
{ 4ave . _ . , 
_  -(i) When were these:statements made by Mr. Beadel first brought to:the 
tice of Government, and what steps have Government made since then to 
ascertain the correctness or otherwise of the same, and with what result? 


_ (j) How far are these statements reliable in view of the elements of 

“inaccuracy in agricultural statistics and incompleteness of certain trade 

_ returns, admitted by Government in reply to my unstarred question No. 26 
of the 3rd September, 1919 ? ; 


| 

(#) Has the attention of Government been drawn to that part of the said 

‘pl ings of the conferences in which the standard of individual require- 
ments in food-grains was fixed at one-fifth ton per head per year? =~ 
Committee which was appointed to determine the said standard? 

pth  (m) With reference ‘to the statement made by Government in reply 
to my unstarred question No. 17 of the 12th August, 1919, that ‘‘ there is 
‘ground for believing that. this (the standard of one-fifth ton per head per 
annum) is an overestimate,’’ will the Government be pleased to indicate the 
considerations on which they differ from the said conferences in entertaining 
this belief ¢ : 


' (n) Ts ita fact that while the Government of Bengal accept a lower 
standard for calculation, the other provinces that have been allowe to import 
rice from Bengal, under the system of control, have based the calculations of 
_ their requirements on the standard of one-fifth ton? 
eo Hain cals 
aes Beis : 


| Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
hall FI " 


oe 


ment was as follows:— 





‘on behalf of the Government of India or the Food-stutfs Commissioner, ‘but 
b ao y understand that no definite date can be assigned to such a decision. 


é Patel By Government’ have referred to the papers in question, : 
rs Sf: (ec) The attention of Government has been drawn to the proceedings of 
_ the conference and to the reply referred to. ES: 








» 


~ et 


() Is it a fact that Mr. Beadel (Bengal) was a member of the sub- , 


“ (a) ‘Yes; but the statement in the reply made on behalf of this Govern- 


' * The Government of Bengal are not in a — to answer the question: 


Sie | 


Consumption 
. aud ule of 
Burma rice. 


=o eee ee - 


i ioe = TRS Cea SURTS i Soe ¥ ai SRE) Colle 
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Questions and Answers. 


_ (d@) Such words as:‘ representatives of the different Provincial Govern-  _ 
ments ’ can be used in different senses. They were used by the Government 
of Bengal in the sense that the Director of Civil Supplies was neither requested « — 
nor authorised to represent the views of this Government. nob Fis BY 


(¢) The question is not clear.. The proceedings do not appear to con-— 
tain any reference to any action which can be definitely assigned to such a 
statement. athe: 


(f) Yes. Bad fh 


(g) Any statements made by Mr. Beadel were made on his pefsonal- 
responsibility. : ies 


(h) The estimate given at Nagpur was based on information from 
different Indian merchants; that given at Delhi'was based on similar inform- 
ation, information supplied by District Officers and information gathered in 
the chief rice-producing centres of Bengal. The estimates were estimates of 
the amounts which at the time of their preparation the trade would be likely 
to export from Bengal. 


(i) In October 1918. An inquiry was started as to the accuracy of 
these figures, but was dropped as unnecessary on receipt of orders to make 
detailed inquiries into the larger question of the amount of food-stocks in 
a Province. The orders arose out of the first resolution of the Delhi con- 
erence. 


(j) The question does not seem to arise as these agricultural statistics 
or returns were not used in the compilation of the estimates. 


(k), (1), (m) and (n) The attention of Government has been drawn to 
that part of the proceedifigs of the Delhi conference in which the standard of 
one-fifth ton per head per year was taken, not fixed, as a provisional basis. 
Mr. Beadel was a member of the sub-committee by which, inter,alia, the said _ 
standard was adopted. Government have no official information on the 
subject, but so far as they are aware the standard , provieon adopted has 
been generally abandoned. In this connection the Hon’ble Member is referred 
to the answer to question No, 22 put by him in Council on the 3rd September. 
1919.” ; 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
*XV. an Se, 
(a) Will the’Government be pleased to make a statement sows ae 
by month. the quantities of controlled Burma rice absorbed by the 
different districts of Bengal ? } 


(b) What arrangements are there in the different localities for the retail 
sale of controlled Burma rice, ¢nd for ensuring sudh sale strictly at controlled 
rates ? ue Sy 


. 
7 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— BN ion ‘ 
“ (a) Two statements are laid on the table. cP Mining 
(b) A statement is laid on the table containing information called for 
up to the 27th September, 1919. Only persons or bodies of red 
the Collector who agreed to sell at controlled rates were allowed to 
urma rice. No other arrangements were in force generally.” 


\ 


Srhechiey nahh ‘* 


‘ * : "A ees 





eye to. in, the answer* ‘hy the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin to 
” No. XV (starred) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra 
Ray at the ‘Cotuncil’ meeting “of the 19th November, 1919, 


~< 


| measernent dhowing month by month quantities of controlled 


or ¥ 


le neh Burma ‘pice despatched from Calcutta to the different 








November 
up to 12th, 


q 3 . + 
‘ . 
i+ 






August. 


September.| October. " Total, 

































- Bakarganj nit aera herd 3,054 | 49,906 | 36,893 | 19,039) 108,892 

i: Bankura, _. «| --2,000} .., ie As ee si 2,000 

; A Bogra, ba innate in 6014 | 22,534 | 24,247 640 | 58,435 
4. “Burdwan ..{ 450] 2800)" 5,150] 14,064 520 441 | 22,925 
6. Cateatta ©... | 7810} 8,792 | 16,958 | 122,894} 41,268 8,616 | 199,688 
Scud We: Ph | ww =| 4,866} 20,430 | 140,764 | ‘131,326 | 22,586 | 919,472 
Sina Citenliog | 21,776 | 18,707 | 972 | 48,629 | 52,556} 2,586 | 148,726 
92> Binajper mpl oad2 Sante cee 1,800 1,880 | 3,180 « 
9. Paridpur se 460 875 600 20,284 44,585 1,702 |, 67,956 
40. Howrah Sat oe = ei 15,00] 2722]... 17,816 
“LL. Hooghly eS cc} epee] 8. 7,568| 4472| 1,000 | 19,040 
12, Talpaigari ee a et wes Ma 8944 | 16494} 1,993] 27,481 
a 2,080 8,468 | 18,626 320) 29,494 

“sy "g.702 | 20,012 | 63,556 | 1,600 | 89,670 

sa Pe 60051 se dg coven 600 

at bss 4,000 | sss Ma 4,000 

Le 860} 4,106) a Me 4,966 

jai 8,080 | 161,614 | , 918,125 54,064 | 531,883 





- se. 1854; ' 800] 2,154 

a 150 | 23,748} 16,915 | 1,880 | 41,698 

wes | 986] 6738} 8,021 500 | 10,215 
eee 6574 | 6,320]  2,888| 15,792 





26,922 
69,408 


25,822 | 
wl ad " 
14,966 19,470 













728,883 | 797,226 


a 
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Questions aad Answers. ‘ ‘yt 


Statement of rice controlled and uncontrolled despatched by 
rail from Chittagong. 


(Figures are in Maunds,) 








Districts. June, October. Total. 







118i 

5,789 
177,675 
10,023 


Mymensingh. 810 1,620 
7,925 
134,252 


12,811 





20,580 | 81.385 | 71,939 
8,764 | 100744 98,888 
211,237 | 329,446 | 928,060 
4,062 | 30,957 | 74,318 


Dacca ove | L081 












Tippera --» | 75,450 
Noakhali ... | 17,165 











Total ... 








Norg,—(1) Separate figures for controlled rice are not available. 

Precise information as to the amount of Burava rice absorbed in Chittagong district is not 
available. It is believed that up to the time when control was introduced rather less than 
one-third of the total imports or between five and six lakhs of maunds were absorbed 
by Chittagong district. After control was introduced the amount of Burma rice 
allotted to Chittagong district was 143,073 maunds between 17th September 1919 and 
‘25th October 1919. 


Statement showing arrangements for the retail sale of 


controlled Burma rice in different districts up to ist 
‘October 1919. 5 


BURDWAN DIVISION. 


Burdwan District. 


(1) Burdwan District Board (shops). 
(2) Burdwan Municipality. 

“ Asansol Municipality. 
4 
(5 


Raniganj Municipality (through two Marwari nominees). 
Four licensed importers. 


Bankura District, 


(1) Bankura District Board. 
(2) Bankura District Famine Relief Committee. 


Midnapore District. ° 


(1) Midnapore District Board. 

‘2) Midnapore Municipality (through dealers approved by Muvicipley’. 
if Dealers in Ghatal sub-division approved by Subdivisional Officer. 

j Tamluk Local Board (through co-operation of local gentlemen). 


Hooghly District. 
(1) Hooghly District Board. 
(2) Champdani Municipality, 
(3) Bansbaria Municipality. 
(4) Managers of eight jute mills. 


' 
‘Howrah District. ; 


() Howrah District Board. 


(2) The Co-operative Store at Ulubaria atalintad. % the Central Co- 4 
operative Bank. 


(3) Five licensed importers. . ae aes 


x 


7 
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M5 A) ays ree Questions and: Answers» 
PRE: Bienes PRESIDENCY DIVISION. 


4 


3 
4 


svasaoees District, 
3 ican District Board. 
Kanchrapara Municipality. 
) South Dum-Dum Municipality, 
* Budge-Budge Municipality. 
: o's Baranagore Municipality: ~ 
; Jute and Paper Mills for their ebiplipees: 
7) Co-operative Societies. 
8 Licensed importers. 
Nadia District. 
Nadia District Board. 
Nadia Central Co-operative Bank, Krishnagar. 
5) Taree licensed importers. 


Murshidabad District. 
ta Berhampore Co-operative Bank. 
(2) Lalbagh Rice Committee. 
(3) Four licensed importers. 


dessore District. 


+ Jessore Banking and Trading Co. 
2) Four licensed importers. 


Khuina District. 


(1) Khulna District Board. 

2) Khulna Municipality. : 

(8) Khulna Relief Committee. 

(4 gaia Stores, Khulna and Bagerhat, and Central Bank, 
agerh 

(5) Binion Loan Oo., Ld. 


(6) Six licensed importers. 


DACCA DIVISION, 
Dacca District. 


4 (1) Dacca District Board for sale through Union Committees, Sub- 
: Registrars and Presidents o' Panchayets. 
(2) Dacca Municipality for sale through its own staff at different centres. 
8) Bikrampur Central Co-operative Society, Munshiganj. 
4) Seven local Committees, viz., (¢) Dacca Rice Committee, (7) Nawab- 
ur Relief Committee, Diioca, (vi) Munshiganj Rice Committee, 
liv) Dacca Bar Library Relief oem, %) Narayanganj Rive 
Committee, (vi) Manikganj Rice Committee and (wit) Dbhamrai 
oa Rice Committee. 
i 5) Firms at Narayangan)j. 
re Forty licensed importers. 
Mymensingh District. 
(1) Jamalpur Co-operative Socie 
s 3 Sih ocpesj Central oa a Bank. 


- (8) Kishorganj Loan Office, Ld. 
ren, (4) One heaiced and nineteen livensed importers. 


wee ee j 
Det lad ay Se , 
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Questions and ‘Arinoshe.’ 


Faridpur District. 
WOlnse 
(1) Faridpur District Board. : 
(2) () Faridpur Central Co-operative Bank. peer IG C : 
(77) Goalundo Central Co-operative Bank. , 
(it) Madaripur Central Co-operative Bank. 
(tv) Gopalganj Central Co-operative Bank. 
(3) Four Loan Banks in Madaripur, viz., (¢) Madaripur Cenninglioaal Bank, 
(i) Madaripur Popular Banking and Loan Co., Ld., (#é) Madaripur 
Loan Office and (¢v) Madaripur Bank, Ld. 
(s Madaripur Union Jute Co. 
Eighteen licensed importers and seven relief committees in the Sadar : 
and Madaripur subdivisions, 


‘a 


Bakarganj District, 


' (1) Bakarganj District Board. 


(2) Barisal and Jhalakati Municipalities. 
(8) Co-operative Supply Society, Sundarbans. 
(4 Barisal Loan Office. 


Bar Libraries, Barisal, Pirojpur, Patuakhali and Bhola. 
Ten licensed importers. 


CHITTAGONG DIVISION. 
Chittagong District. 


About 12 licensed importers and Co-operative Banks and School Associa- 
tions. : 


Tippera District. 
. 


(2 


. 8 Mrs. K. C. De’s Divisional Relief Committee. 


Six licensed importers. 


Noakhall District, 


(1) Ee ee Committees, one at Noakhali, one at Lakhipur and .one 
at Kem 
(2) Twenty-one licensed importers. 
RAJSHAHI DIVISION. 


Rajshahi District, 


(1) Two Societies, viz., (¢) Naogaon Co-operative Supply and Sale Society 
and (#2) Islamia Bank, Naogaon. 
(2) Nineteen licensed importers. 


Dinajpur District, : 


a Balurghat Co-operative Bank. ArUe 


Eleven licensed importers. Md ws 


_datpaigurl District, 


(1) Jalpaiguri Disteig@Babed. 1b sosiaoeuned teases Nee 
G Eleven licensed importers. bisa Teed prod th See 
Tea Garden Managers. oe her 








cal Boards, Kurigram, Nilphamari and Gaibandha. 
Rangpur Municipality. | aint, 

(@) Gaibandha Central Co-operative Bank. m 
(i) Nilphamari Central Co-operative Bank. ; 


Reogpur Loan Office. 





























(7°) . 
i (i) Mahiganj Loan Office. “4 
~ (ti) Nilphamari Trading and-Banking Co., Ld. _ 
(6) Twenty-one licensed’ importers. j | 
ie wae Bogra District, . Me ; if 
ae 1) Co-operative Central Bank, Bogra. Trig 4 
(2) (2) Bogra Loan Office, Ld. : nite oe 
(i) Naukhila Loan Co.Ld. z eda 
(3) Twenty agencies for sale of controlled rice. ae a 
ae ‘pabna District. ” : “H 
ag ay 
(1) Pabna Co-operative Urban Bank. oa 
; . Pabna Dhan Bhandar, Ld. __ a 
/ (3) Twelve licensed importers. , ie 1 
Latte Ws 


Maida District. . Ratio = | 


(1) Malda Co-operative Industrial Bank. ' ie 
) Old Malda Municipality. ' ; rae 
(8) One licensed importer. i 
4 pit Avt® ate 2 « 

iret Darjeeling District, 
‘Garden Managers. 

Twenty-three licensed importers. 





‘ 


fact that about the first or second week of July last, a man A a 
ide the out-door ward of the Mayo Hospital who desired Stir on pba 2 
the hospital, and that the Doctor informed him that he could of the Doctor 4 
cou raga exe 
fac that Wu, the man could not move and was lyi on, Seer ee 


the man to go out of the hospital ea 








a:passer-by "phoned for an ambulance and that he was removed to the C 










(ay ia tn tacts adeeb te eee tal shee mo 


bell Hospital’ where he died? 


(e) Whose duty was it to arrange for the removal of the dec 
Campbell Hospital, or ny, (ree hospital, when it was found that 
no accommodation in the Mayo Hospital ? 


(f) Are the Government: aware of the opinion that has me expt 
that it was a dereliction of duty on the part of the Doctor in charge of the 
Mayo Hospital in ‘having the deceased, who could not move and was. ying fs 
the Aoor, removed bodily to the footpath ? i a 


(o) Has the-conduct of the Doctor the ssabeeal of Governiusnt ne 
uot, what steps are the Government taking in the matter? — 


(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuin inatense 
tions to all Doctors in charge of hospitals, like that of ‘the Mayo Hospital, 


_ that when there is no bed vacant in, the hospital, proper steps be-taken for 


sending such patients as are incapable of moving or are very unwell, to the © 
Campbell eae or any other ye se q 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


“ (a) On the night of the 25th June, 1919, a man applied’ for adiahaak 
to the Mayo Hospital, and admission was refused by Dr. C. H. Banerjee, the 
House Surgeon on duty. f 


(b) There is no evidence to show that the man. could not move. ‘The 
House Surgeon states that he examined him and did not consider that he 
required medical treatment. The Surgeon General and the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta, made a special inquiry into the matter and are of opinioa — 
that the House Surgeon should have admitted the man into the hospital. 


(c) The man was helped out of the hospital by two ward coolies fans 
placed on the footpath. | 4 yp 


(d@) The man lay on the hentai all night and was found in the robin 
with a wound on his forehead. He was then ao tard in an ambulance 10. 


the Campbell Hospital, where he died. re 


(e) The reason assigned by the House Surgeon for the non-a son of 
the deceased was not so much the want of accommodation as that 


sidered that the man did not require medical treatment. As already stated, 


~ but Government have reported the matter to. the 
hoary: er under whom he is perving. 


Todi 


the officers who Sorina the inquiry do not os with the conclusion . ir} 
Honse Surgeon i in this respect, Sol eae 
( i) and (9) “The Sargon General and the Cihibiiedtuaie of Police consider — 
that the House § urgeon was Aan y of dereliction of duty in not admitti 
the deceased to the hospital. House Surgeon is not a Government s 







i) ‘The rales of the Mayo Hoepital pio vide that all 3 
at leith the exception ol cactaa tal ap ese 
admitted. Par acongspeanate x tie we Sur; 


"a vacant bed or not. oa 





will the ihrdsinend be bined to lay on the table a statement giving | 
particulars about water-works in Bengal, namely:— 


the municipal towns in which possess water-works; 

1 the year in which were ~~ sabe introduced into each town; 

) the initial capital required in each case ; 

4) what portion or percentage of the initial expenditure was contri- 
buted by, the Government by way of loan or donation; 

Pa (6) what postion or percentage was contributed by the municipality 

concerned 

. what portion, if any, was contributed by the District Board; 






















what portion, if any, was raised by public subscription ; 


municipality ; and 

_ (9) what arrangement has been made in each case for meeting this 
f additional poop expenditure? If by additional taxation, 
Nie what was the rate of the assessment ! 

oN What is the amount, if any, which has now accumulated in the hands 

Government of Bengal for the purposes of sanitation ! 

-_(e) What is the principle which, now that the war is over, the Govern- 
et ment are adopting as to the disposal and utilisation of this amount ? 

bone --\(@) What ion or a esta of this amount are the Government 
devoting eran | the qatactlh uction of water-works within the municipalities 


0 What are the municipal towns in Bengal which. steording to the 
,are badly in need of water-works ¢ 

ey Will the Government be pleased to mention their names in order of 

t of their necessity for water-works ! 

g How many schemes for water-works are now awaiting the adminis- 

ive sanction of the Government ? 

‘A) To what municipalities do they relate ! 

(i) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to start water-works in 

y municipalities in the year 1920-21 4 

_ Qj) Are the Government considering the desirability of making a provi- 

in next year’s budget for water-works in the “Conitiie Municipahty ! 


‘by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 
(a ee statement is laid on the table furnishing the required information. 
(db) t balances of the Imperial assignments on sanitation now 
unt to Rs. GL 04,523. 
(c) No definite principle has been laid down for the utilisation of this 
som it is ted that the greater portion of it will be spent as soon 





No. ilies of these balances has been earmarked for the 
| of water-works within the municipalities of Bengal. 
Bhatpara, Midnapur, Krishnagar, Asansol, Raneegunge, 
gamati 5 Penper and Pa, 


ir and Noakhali. — 
ed that provision may be made in the budget of 1920-21 for 
e foll a ee :—Raneegunge, Asansol, Bhat- 


ma Coma | andpar and Faridpur. 


schemes which have been-sanctioned by the Govern-~ 





Water. works ‘ 
io i 


what is iS the ane expenditure involved in the case of each | 


m 
Al . 
ve, 
~ 


et 












wy ee several hours at ft might at Akhatira ! 


he 


a) It has sis ascertained from the Assam- Baap Railway adminis- 
t there i is a good and large waiting-hall for Third Class passengers, 
separate atmos -room has been set apart for the use of females 

as tater and Thir aad passengers. 

















No. A good general Third Class waiting-hall is provided at Akhaura. 
_(d) Tt has been ascertained that the Assam- vain Railway do not con- 

te the provision of separate Inter and Third Class waiting-rooms for 
nities at Akhaura station.” 


‘ soa and 

the extent and nature of the loss caused to different kinds of 
‘ ee eee: by the said arene, as percent as the information 
aval Government permits? 


Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Meteorological 
imla and elsewhere received a premonition that a cyclone would 
g or was likely to come, on or about the 24th September last ? 


ne people about the approaching danger 
so, will the Government am to describe the precautionary 
0 <1 the yeep of e and property ? 







ei annual Bigack incurred me 
e of the Meteorological Department ? 


nea last year? 


pan tae Su ine See 


vy 5 
See 


~ 


OV that there is no wai room for the 
ss female passengers at Akhaura «Sanction on the Assam- i 


| denelin 
I Sricecheart avrany that female passengers coming from the biengers 4 
anch, and particularly those who travel by the “' Sarma Mail Aa 


id the Government take gb marae ¢ and adequate step 








in the country that a con- 
n and property could have been 



















y- i - ra 
pee a 
La ey 








vely appeccend in Gover tent order 
hema cost of Rs. ae; 800 iftcled~ 2 


y the scheme was held i in abeyance, 
t a cost of Rs. 3,584-9-6. No sayin 
nds are not available. : - 


urgency in our list of major 
0 3ist agra 1918. The Seri, 


wv ( pense to lay on the table the scheme Establishm 
elaborated for establishing a Lower Primary School of an oa 
type in each Penctnyatt’ Union! no 


iti in. vk contemplation of the Government. to establisi 1 more _ i 
is type? If so, how many and where ? 


‘The Panchayat Union SS ae in its present form, ais at pro’ Pe 
‘school in each Union which has not an upper primary 
t Rs. 1,000 for buildings and equip- 
» generally ‘secured as free gifts. an 
changes of bie Board lower primary school for boys are Rs 
; ~ amonthas detailed in the margin, and rea 
Biel school Rs. 16 (which includes pay of maid- 
__ servants and contingencies). Government also 
ie: fears a prtion of the cst of airs to the 
‘or oth capital and recurring expenditure are placed by 
, 1 of the District B and the schools are under 
gement of these ae The teachers of these schools are 
» fee-receipts. ~ 
pre 2712 Bod lower primary schools for boys and- 
n the v districts. A statement is laid upon 
of schools ier boys and girls mains 


Board lower pit are superior to ordin 
inary schoo se aphical ‘aida, ah 
rivat pe ce The Board. schools 
, and better staffed, the 
men. The quality o 
» schools is: also superior. 











) } The hospital i is the property of, and is managed by, the pee: muni- 
/ who are said to be handicapped by want of funds. rimarily 









- of the Municipal Commissioners to move in the a : effecting = 

ugh in similar oe elsewhere private generosity has ae 

fle tly ‘been forthcoming. any well-devised scheme is submitted Pesees 3 | 

eae Covet it will be duly considered. ; oo 

EW ost nal Ac) f . a 
By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— ir 


pang se 44a) Is-it a fact that a Mussalman very recently sold fis son, eed About, ase of 
Lo sae aang for Rs, 3 in the bazar of Nagarpur in the district of Mymensingh Bp 


Y ase ea ‘Is 2 a fact that he did so because he was unable to maintain himself ¥ | 
nee © and his 
(0) Hi it a fact that— oe 

(i) on the 29th August last, a rice boat was looted by about 20 or ar 


25 men in the river Bichanda, near Jhalakati, in the district. 


Ro 
es 


berhs': oo. of Bakarganj; . hey 
(i?) some of the looters were arrested, and ea 
(iii) they pleaded that they were driven to this crime by starvation? ites 





oe Has there been any trial of the people arrested? If so, with iat ane « q 


fe oe id © Is it also a fact that— oy 


BL 4% (i) there was a loot of rice and cloth in the hat of village Begari, 
oe within the jurisdiction of police-station Dumjo, in the district. - 
of Dacca, and 


So (i) on the assemblage,of a hundred Hindu and Muhammadan looters, is 
_ the shopkeepers advanced to offer resistance and the looters: Bes | 
threw nitric acid upon the shopkeepers? . nnd 


(f) Is it a fact that some ee have been arrested by the otice in” i aq 
onnection with this occurrence : “ng 
; ) Haye they been put on trial? If so, with what result? : 

é ae 


ve by the Hon’ble Mr. MaAlpinr-— preg Rec, ee 


















‘ a psa child, aha about 3 years. His mother : yes 
homeless and deaf, and her present husband is also” nv ta 
One Saiyid Ali of the village of Shunshi took a, fan gag 


se him as his son with the consent of the father and _ 
butte ‘i gave a new piece of cloth to the mother pas Rs, 3toher 
but,they sored having so @ ithe child. 


a 







Boy in’ \ ree 





, 


A rice boat was looted by about 16 persons in the ay 
Bichanda) near Thalakati at 9 43 oe oe oe : 





oh fast. Three persons were arrested immediately after the occurrénce. T 






eis: Sens ot them made Y oatoanina before the ery Subdivisional Officer stating that, — 
they were driven to theft by hunger. A charge sheet was submitted vy the 
par police against 16 persons-of whom 10 ‘were mot and the rest absconded. - 
Beis Of the 10 accused who were tried, six pleaded guilty hetoe the ‘trying 
4 4 ©**Magistrate, five ee whom stated that they had committed the crime on 
ki account of hunger. Eight of the men were convicted under sections 143 _ 
Sopa and 880, Indian ait Code, on the 16th October last. Seven of the accused — 
mes * ' were sentenced to two months’ rigorous imprisonment and one to 14 days’ 
pratt rigorous imprisonment on each of the counts, the sententes being directed to — 
MI _ run concurrently. Two of the accused were acquitted as the mse against _ 
them was not proved. a 


(e) to (g) There is no police- -station by the name of Dumjo in the district 
_ of Dacca, and no such case of looting was reported from any village called 
Pear tas Beyari or any other'village in the district.” 


aig By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— | 

a ‘ 9. } « 
| Quttivation of (a) What recommendations, if any; were made by the. Provincial Agri- 
gee cultural Association as a result of their deliberations at their meeting held 


on the 4th July, 1918, for improving and expanding the cultivation of cotton 
in the province ¢ : 


(b) Have those recommendations been given effect to? 


4s alas “beh oy What action, if any, has*since been taken by the Government in that 
{ ty alf ? 


j : _ _. Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


° “ (a) to (c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the re ly given to uestion 
Pues No. VITi Sewage bee the meeting of the Council held on the 8rd ‘July, 
Ne 1919. * Copies of the press communiqué of the 28th October, 1918 and Mr 

“id na amg s report referred to therein have been supplied to the Hon'ble 
Nig e+ ember 


; “i The views already held ms Government that the conditions in B 

jee _are not generally favourable to any marked extension of cotton cultivation 

ser _ are confirmed by the opinion expressed in the report of the Indian Cotton 
Committee, 1919, namely, that exotic varieties of cotton are unsuited to the 
climatic and other conditigns of the province, and that there seems no pfos- 
pect of any appreciable extension of the area under the indigenous: varieties. i. 
The recommendations al that Committee are now under examination.” 


» 





: st . a 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— oY eee 
a aries | 
Dew tot: (a) Will the Government be: pleased tocaas lain their policy with aes 
gem egreods ith, the development of the indigenous system of spmning and weaving? 
spinning and (b) What steps, if any, have the Government taken or are: anette. 
>: ss charka and apni it on a lar ge me in the country f 






eres Mr. McAlpin:— pit ae Ke 

*< (a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to tie be 

<8 ( fen cnr eg ncn 
t : ¢ rons 2 oe ee 














the organisation of the cloth weaving industry moved by the 
. Provash Chunder Mitter at the pti, of the Council held on 
ly, 1918, and to the answer given to question No. VI (starred 
the Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur at the meeting of ea 
held on the 3rd July, 1919. © fie 
) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the annual report of the Weaving i 2s: 
rt, Bengal, for the year 1918-19, a copy of which is placed on the library ie 
















~The hand-spinnin, of cotton being carried on as a household industry 
and not on commercial lines, there seems little prospect of a general revival 
and extension of the charka.”’ 





| By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

ea | . a a 

_ Will the Government be aes to lay or the table a statement showing, ‘unt of fees 
‘district by district, and year by year, the amount of fees paid by the Govern: Government 


_ ment to Government pleaders and public prosecutors during. the last five pleaders and 
_ years and during the years 1901 to 1905? prosecutors, aaa 


ee 
: _ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


 ** Government are not prepared to undertake the compilation of these 

_ Statistics which would involve a great deal of extra work on the part of a 

seyitee number of Collectorate and Magisterial clerks with no advantage when 

the figures are prepared. Fees vary in each year according to the amount of 

work to be done. For the gross figures for the whole province the’ Hon’ble 
. “Member is referred to the annual budgets of the vears in question.’’ 


_ By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


aye AR. 
Sees ke WED the Government be pleased to mention, district by district — re Be 

_.__ (i) the places where buildings have been constructed in Bengal for the Constesatey eK 
ees Botice Department during the last 5 years; ‘ . ee Pris 

(ii) the total cost of such building or buildings at each place/ and Departs aan 





c _ (iii) the purpose for which the buildings are intended * * 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 

The information is being collected and will be laid before the Council E 
ata later date.” - coe 


« 
aN 










, Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


Ba cere! tae = ee ‘aka oa 
steps. if any, have the Government taken since the meeting of peri eeyet n't 
etc, “44 


e Provincial Agri¢ultural Association on the 4th July, 1918— 
. (i) for increasing the cultivation of ,rabi food crops; oF a 
; & rad im ey the fe hh for the supply of manure, seed and a 
im . t ‘ - | 
eotending the supply of new varieties of sugarcane; and » Ra 
») for encouraging the manufacture of yarn! 4 


wie 






ey 






. ‘ '. Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— Re Re oon 
‘* (i) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer “alee to the starred 
er No. IX put by the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur at the — 
Bi) ouncil meeting of the 3rd rep 1919. ‘ ign @ ee 
4 (ii) In accordance with the recommendation of the Association, orders — 
i have been issued for’the grant of loans under the Agriculturists’ Loans 
By for the purchase of seeds and improved agricultural implements; similar 
|) Sean orders had previously issued regarding the purchase of manure. . Seed stores’ 
have also been established at district headquarters, both in Eastern Bengal ~ 
and Western Bengal. The policy of Government as to the establishment of 
seed stores for areas smaller than a district is ae in paragraph 8 of 
_ Government Resolution No. 631 T.—R., dated the 7th June, 1919, which 
ty was published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 11th idem. 
iy (iit) In conformity with the suggestion made by the Association a pro- 
* sree has been drawn up, for providing every district in Bengal with a 
arm; two or three such farms will be established every year until the whole 


7 


iis province is covered. At the request of the Government the Agents, Eastern 

Wasa? ; Bengal Railway and East Indian Railway Company, have been good enough 

ee to issue instructions for the carriage of sugar-cane cuttings over their 

\ respective railways at concession rates. 

pare iv) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to his unstarred 

Bus , question No. 10.” . } 

a By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— . ; 

) Number of 4. ‘ 

_ female students Will the Government be pleased to state the number of female students 

ae Goma in the Caleutta Medical College and other medical institutions in Bengal ¢ 

aah 4 } ' seueay 

Pestatiocs a Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— %. 

Bengal. “The number of female students in the medical educational institu- 
tions in Bengal is as follows :— as 


Medical College, Calcutta Ay: We. AO 
Carmichael Medical College, Belgachia Ears | 
Campbell Medical School ae Fri 
Dacca Medical School me, Gite Wen 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— - 


as ; 15. eg 

/ Medical (a) Will the Government be pleased to explain the Ben which they 
education of have followed or are following with regard to the medical education of 
Eeenpal, women in Bengal and.to state the history of female medical education in 


pee » Bengal 
. eB) Will the Government be pleased to state, year by year, the amount 
of money expehded by them on the medical education of women in Bengal * 
. during the last ten years ! 5 ; owed. 
©) What is the number of registered female medical practitioners in — 
Bengal, and what diplomas do they hold : se 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— puck " 
““(@) It has been, and still is, the policy of Government. to encourage the 
medical education of women in every possible way. Female students are 
admitted without fees at the Medical College, Calcutta, and at the medical 
schools in Bengal. They also receive scholarships either from Government 
or other‘funds, The assistance given by the Countess of Dufferin’s Fund to 
the'medical education of women in India is‘well known, .— « Ree ie 
es . (0) No separate account is kept Of the expenditure on the medical educa+ 
ee ‘ti women... , po Rec ee ries 
Nisa  (c) There are 48 registered female medical practitioners in Bengal. eae 
Oe t of them, stating the dintomaa held by each, Sate aivtlle table.” MEST ie 
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oa net Vier 
i 1 oe to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mx. Payne to Question No, 15(c) 
5 ( Unstarred). 
(ieee: ae | ; 
ee ———- 
Bs ‘Names of Female Medical Practitioners with their respective 
ra «bs qualifications. 
e 4 Names. Qualifications. 
nog Alemas, Bonifac Felix .» Dip.; {Madras Medical College). 
2. Amoral, Lucy .... ithe Ae 8 “P. (Dacca). 
8. Barah, Laksbmiprobha evo MiP. qc attaeh. 
4. Barber, Alice Mary -. M.B.& B.S. (Melbourne). 
5. Bose, Bidhumukli wo LMS. & M. B. (Calcutta). 
6. Emily, Subarnabala «- L,M. P. (Calcutta). 
_ 4%. Biswas, Kusumkumari Joys lis. 5 Dacca). 
; 8. Srimati ... ..» LL.M. P. (Cuttack). 
is 9. Chaudhuri, Prasannakumati ... Dip.; (Lahore Medical College). 
10. Collins, Emily Apothecary,- Medical College, 
> " Madras. 
11. Cousins, Ethel Constance .,. M. B. B. 8.(Lond.), M. D. (Lond.). 
12. Dass, AliceE. ... ... LM. P. (Caleutta). 
13. » Charusila ... Ao Ditto. 
44. Dasi, Probhatnalini he Ditto. 
’ 15. —,, ‘Susilasundari «- LM. P. (Dacca) 
46. Datta, Promoda ... we» =. M. P. (Caleutta) 
* 17. Debi, Anandamayi .- LM. P. (Patna). 
ee" 18. 4, Jadumani _... --.. L.M. P. (Calcutta). 
(19. 'Ghosh, Jnanada Sundari... L. M. P. (Dacca). 
20. »  Saratkumari .. LL.M. P. (Calcutta). 
21. Guha, Priyabala ... “ . Ditto. 
22. Gupta, Basantakumari |... L. M. P. (Cuttack). 
23. »  Lakshmimani or re eerie 
24. Hope, Laura Margaret . MB. B.S. (Adelaide). 
25. Jewell, Louise . L.M. F. (Bengal). 
- 26. Khan, Promodini ... . L. M.-P. (Calcutta). 
_ 27. Lazarus, Hilda M. . M.B.B.S. Boe L. R. C. P 
. (Lond.), M. R. C. 8. (Eng. ), 
5 K L. M. (Rohinda). 
28. Mallick, Bidyutlata . L.M. P. (Calcutta). 
aa eee Marchant, Gladys Helen .. M. B. (Calcutta). 
gr 80. Nag, Sasimukhi ... ... L.M. P. (Caleutta). 
31. O’Brien, Nellie Bella | he de M F. (Be 
82. Rufus, Harriet ... L. MP. (Agra). 
83. Sen Haimabaii ... ... LM. P. (Calcutta). 
es 84. Sen Gupta, - apeeeante .. LL.M. P. (Dacea). 
eee Ds men Surabala ... LM. P. (Calcutta). 
36. herd, Creina .. ... M.B. (Calcutta). 
; Sid ons, Ethiline Brandon .,._ Dip ; (Medical College, Calcutta). 
Singh, Catherine Rukhmani ..._L. M. P. ae 
BN: Mary nab .. LM. P. (Calcutta). 
40. Sinha, bacco Ditto. 
41. Mazumder, Kusum Kumari Sl) LM. P (Dacea). 
. Ellis, Daisy M. ... Mea. Dip.; (Caleutta Medical santos? 
Sarkar, Rose ia . MB. (Calcutta)., 
Dass, Bibhabati ... Bes Com. Be 5 (Bengal). 
.' Singh, Surabala ... eee de Mi l) 
6. Hansdah, iliza w» L. M. P. (Cuttack). 
PEE Wenendes, J. "TM. P, (Dacea). 
a8: ouside Hridayangini Prasadbala tic P. (Patna). 
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Questions and Answers. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Ghandra Datta:— NACH nts ea 


16, 
(a) Have the Government come to any decision about the Grand 
Trunk Canal Project ? im 


(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to say what that decision is? 


(c) Do the Government contemplate carrying out the project during the 


next financial year? 
(d) Will the Government be pleased to give a short history of the project ? 


Answer hy the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley:— ‘ : 

‘““ (a) The Hon'ble Member is ; 
question No. 7 given at the meeting of this Council on the 19th December, 
1918. 

(b) and (c) The project as finally revised was forwarded for the t- 
ance of the Government of India in August last, and it was rope that 
the early sanction of the Secretary of State might be obtained to 
of the project. 


(d) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the historical summary which 


forms the introduction to Mr. Lees’ report of 1913 on the Grand Trunk . 


Canal Project, a copy of which has been placed on the library table. 
Mr. Lees’ project was submitted to the Government of India for sanction 
in June 1914; but it was returned to the Government of Bengal for reconsidera- 
tion in the light of the note dated the 31st July, 1914, recorded hy the 
Inspector-General, of Irrigation. : The preparation of revised estimates and 
necessary plans was then entrusted to Mr. ©. Addams-Williams, c.18., and 
the final scheme, as drawn up by Mr. Addams-Williams, has now been sub- 
ream to the Government of India for the sanction of the Secretary of 
tate.”’ f 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
17. ' ¥ 


(2) What are the different schemes now under the consideration of 
the Government for the purpose of advancing technical education in Bengal # 


(b) Have any of them been fully developed ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 
“ (a) (1) The establishment of a technological institute in Caleutta. 
(2) The training of Foreman Mechanics at Kanchrapara. 
(3) The expansion of the Government Weaving Institute, Serampore. 
(4) Improved accommodation for Sibpur College. ; 
(5) The improvement of the Dacca School of Engineering. — 
(6) The improvement of the evening classes at the coal fields. 
(b) Schemes Nos. 2 and 5 may be said to be fully developed, although 
funds have not yet been actually allotted for the mtion of No. 2. | 
No. 4 is well advanced, while No. 3 is linked up with No. 1, which though 
fully developed has not yet been finally ajo hak 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— f 
18. ; ; ; Kean 
Will the Government be pleased to enumerate all the steps that 
have been actuall in the, matter of industrial of the 


i t 


country since che publication of the report of the Industrial Commission ? . 
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referred to the answer to unstarred 


e execution 





wa 
ins 













Papier! ee : 


“ yoni" S ite 


by the Hon’ble Mr. Sai, art “ 4 Shi Or) 2 

estion is very general in form, but preasiiiily it has riteioate to 
pe canta the Government of Bengal and not to the various industrial 
its due to private enterprise. 


sXe report of the Indian.Industrial Commission was received towards 
end of 1918, but it samen: took some time to consider the proposals, 
d it was not until September last that the sanction of the Secretary of 


“ cose nda organisation of a Department of Industries, which _ 


aK The main questions to which the aetivities of the Government of Bengal 
have been directed in the matter of the development of industries since the 
ee publication of the report are as follows:—- 


Oe (1) The Se seoapanege of the development of such industries as assisted 
sys supply of war materials. 


pi a (2) The encouragement and improvement of hand- loom weaving, for 
which an officer was placed on special duty and in which con- 
siderable progress has been made. 


(3) The investigation of the possibilities of obtaining good tanning 
material from the Sunderban forests. This inquiry, which is 
being conducted by Mr. Pilgrim, the tannin expert, is now 
nearly completed and promises very satisfactory results. 


Hy! (4) Sh ot made at the Calcutta. research tannery, especially 
! as regards— 


(a) the improvement of local tan-stuffs, and 

im (b) the manufacture of sole leather from buffalo hides. 

- (5) The jenetiny of forests for industrial purposes, such as the extrac- 
tion of wood pulp, etc. 


. (6) The reorganisation of the sericultural department with the object 
aN of improving the silk industry. 


7) The dexeionmpent of co-operative societies with industrial objects. 








addition to the above, technical advice has been given to the promoters 

dustrial concerns, and in some cases facilities have been afforded under 
Gs d Acquisition Act for the acquisition of land for industrial companies 
Tica aac were of public utility.”’ 


ate 







19. : ‘ 
- Will the Government be pleasad to furnish the following suas in Pare 
with the e for a research tannery :— 
a Is the e being worked out ? 


fi) What progress has it made ! 
He dey is the amount of. the money actually lection uP to now upon 
Pes scheme? — 


pa tangle ne ts a en chee a 





art a 1 oo PD HEE TMS hE ERE RTT eR pha eI bos lay Sa 
B : e Pa ! 
» 
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Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne 


‘ 


laboratory’ for tanning chemical research, and (2) an experimental tannery 
for both large and small scale experiments, have been constructed. The 
services of an experienced Indian expert in tanning, trained in England and 
on the Continent, have been obtained as superintendent of the tannery. An 
Indian who has specialised in the study of tannins in England for several 
yrs has been appointed as research chemist. Besides these, a tannery 
ee oreman and an assistant chemist have been appointed. Arrangements are 
hie being made for the training of apprentices. 


(iii) The following expenditure has actually been incurred up to date:— 


Rs. 
fe Land se ae. oe 23,483 
LA Buildings 5s ve . 1,09,431° 
ia Machinery and apparatus (ordered) ve —-:10,000T 
feet Tools and Plant x * ‘L16at 
us, Running charges tee ese eee 598 
a Establishment oe oom «= - 5,164. « 
i Contingencies bs ae Ss 412 
i Hides sas sis dee 892 
ee 
Total ee 151,143 





* Amount of allotment. Actual expenditure not known. 
+ Approximately. 


(iv) The following work has been undertaken by the tannery up to 
date:— 


te : (a) The investigation of the tanning properties of Goran bark, one 
ies of the peasipial tan-stuffs used in Calcutta. 


(b) Experiments (1) on the production of good sole-leather by the use 
of local tan-stuffs and (2) on the manufacture of glazed kid 
leather from goat-skins, have been undertaken. 


i> (c) Technical advice has been given to a few local firms. 


If any Hon’ble Member cares to visit the tannery and will communicate 
Whe . with the Director of Industries, the latter will be pleased to give facilities 
for seeing it.”” i 9 


i By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— - 
Bee 20. : ? ; | 
es oxo achieved (a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any sr fe and 


a... of <p result has been achieved by the distribution of improved varieties 
improved of paddy and jute seed? f 
Openay 208 fe (¥) If so, in what district or districts and to what extent? » 
iets « 


: . é 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


_ in the Calcutta Gazette of the 3rd 


SIs 


“(i and (ii) Land ‘has been acquired and buildings consisting of (1) a 


wlan a ee se pers 
tion No. 7274, e nber ,on report on the operations 
of the Department of Agriculture, Bengal, for 1918-19, which was published 






“ 








PTE Y RY LEE UT WT ah BR MAE PM EAP InP AD 
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Questions and Answers. 
on’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— m 


(a ) Will the Government be pleased to enumerate all the projects which 
Seemanded by the Sanitary Board for the sanitary improvement 


. bi co abba eo if any, have received the administrative approval 
_-___ (e) Which of them, if any, have been executed, and at what cost? 


_ (@) Which of them do the Government contemplate carrying out during 
the current financial year, and at what approximate cost? 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


_““ The information is being collected and a reply will be given at a later 
* meeting of the Council.”’ : 


~ . 
"By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
Nabil 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to mention— 


(i) the anti-malarial works which have been taken up for execution 
since the commencement of the current financial year, 


‘ (ii) the districts and localities to which they relate, ’ 
(tii) the improvement which they are intended to effect, 
_ (év) the progress which each of them has made! 
(6) Has any anti-malarial drainage project been completely carried out 
up to now? 
(c) If so, in what district or districts and at what cost ? 


(d@) What appreciable improvement have they effected in the sanitary 
_ condition of the localities concerned # 


» 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 
=e (a) © The following anti-malarial schemes have been taken up for 

_ execution during the current year— 

aE (1) Baraghachi. 

(2) Manikhali. ‘ 

(8) Jabuna. 

(4). Arul Beel. 

(5) Nawai-Sunthi. 

ii) Nos. (1), (2) and (5) relate to the 24-Parganas district and Nos. (3) 

ae - soxgeageoes isa i in water collects and 

a 3 | i ee ene water ill be drained away 

egulated according to the needs of the crop. 


. 
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Questions and Answers. 


‘ 


(b) Manikhali—A new khal is to be constructed in place of the old khal.. 
The idea is to bring a large area of land into cultivation and also to admit — 
the silt-laden water of Hooghly into the khal and pass it through fields and 
low-lying ditches. : NE 

(c) Jabuna.—The idea is to resuscitate the dead river in certain portions. 
By tapping the water of certain beels, the beels will be brought under cultiva- 
tion and the excess water will be drained away through the dead river. The 
river, which is at present the breeding place of millions of mosquitoes, will 
thus be improved and the number of mosquitoes diminished to a great extent. 


(d) Arul Beel.—A a area of land will be brought under cultivation 


I drained away via the Mukteswari and Harihar 
rivers. Here also the chief aim is regulation of Water. 


(e) Nawai-Sunthi—With this scheme is combined the Burthi Beel 
project. The object.is the same : the dying or dead rivers will be resuscitated 
and a large beel area will come under cultivation. 


(iv) Construction works are being carried out for all the five achemes. 
(6) and (°) Yes. Four anti-malarial flood flush schemes have so far 


been completely carried out, viz :— : i 


(1) In the Meenglas tea estate in the district of Jalpaiguri, at a cos 
of Rs, 34,000. 


(2) In the Singaran-Toposi collieries in the district of Burdwan, at 
a cost of Rs. 13,200. 

(8) Within the Jangipur municipality in the district of Murshidabad, 
at a cost of Rs. 27,500. 


(4) At Banka Valley in the district of Burdwan, ata cost of 
Rs. 73,217. 


’ 


There is definite evidence of the relative reduction of anopheles 
mosquitoes both at Meenglas and at Singaran. As regards morbidity and 
mortality the figures of last year have, however, been vitiated by unprece- 
dented sickness due to influenza, 

As regards the Banka Valley Scheme the evidence of the Superintendi 
Engineer is that the scheme has resulted in the saving of erdps which wo' 
otherwise have been lost: and the scheme from this point of view must have 
had a direct effect on the health of the population in the sphere of its 
operations. 

The residents at Jangipur agree that an appreciable improvement has 
heen efiected in that portion of the town where the scheme is complete.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


(a) Will the Government be Tamas to describe the present position of 
the Boy Scout movement in Bengal ? : 
{°) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to place it on a more 
satisfactory footing during the current or next financial year? > Nes 
i ' 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) and (6) The organization called the Boy Scouts of een 
present independent of the Baden Powell Association which is under a n- 
cial Commissioner with an Advisory Council, the whole Baden Powell 
Association in India being under a Chief Commissioner and Council. Large 





; provincial ial independence is desirable with the admission of the Boy Scouts © "ha 
ion | 


ae in Bengal.” 


ma 


; initial pay of assistant sur; 
» members 
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Questions and Answers. 


of 1 to the Baden Powell Association, and this i i 
, is is now under considera- 
t 3 hae apna also proposes to recommend that a whole-time officer yeith 1 
a real enthusiasm for the Boy Scouts ideal should be recruited to work under 4 
‘the Provincial Association in training Scout masters for the local troops 5 
which already exist and those which, it is believed, will before long be formed a, 


/ ; 
i 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— | 
24. 
(a) Have the Government considered the desirability of int ing Introduction of 
"8 la drill in schools and colleges ? ee ee compuliny dil a 
" a a] 


(b), Are the Government contemplating taking immediate action in this "8 
r 


matte 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) and (b) Government are awaiting the report of the Committee 
appointed by the Calcutta University to discuss the question regarding the 
introduction of drill into schools and colleges. Under existing rules, how- 
ever, drill is compulsory in all Government high schools.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


25. 
(a) What steps, if any, have been taken for the establishment of a Techno- Establishment 
logical Institution in Calcutta, about which an assurance was given some Teobwidctact 
2 gical 
time ago Institution in 
sali ° si ack ttn. | wk 
(b) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to make the institution o | 
~ an accomplished fact during the current financial year 


DRS 2 


. Pas 
- 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Goode:— 


_ * (a) A conference was held yesterday at Government, House to consider 
Government’s proposals for establishing a technical school in Calcutta 
which might ultimately expand into a technological institute. The heads of 
the chief engineering firms and other leading citizens of Calcutta were 
present.” 

: 0 Government have every intention of carrying the scheme through as | 
speedily as possible, but this cannot be done within the current financial a 


year. Se Pehl 


"By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


26. 
a) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing the Initial pay of 
op eons so as to bring it on a par with that of the gemma 


rs of the Provincial ecutive Service? 


* 






MEH (b) Will the Government be peered to explain the reason for the great 
{ - difference between the initial pay o 


the two services # 4 


ks 


- 1808 


a AON DS ORIEL SR ies 


* aye 


yi 
os 
ire hs he e5) 
ee dt, alae 0) is 
[Pawn IVA. 
Id) phi Sal Se 


DECEMBER 8, 1919. Te 





¥ 








THD CALCUTTA » 
Questions and Answers. 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 
“ (a) No. o 


(b) ‘The rates of pay of the Provincial Executive Service have been fixed 
with due regard to the status of the officers and the nature of the duties which — 
they are required to-perform. Government do not consider that any just 
comparison can be drawn between the case of civil assistant surgeons and 
the members of that service.”’ * 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


27. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
of the expenditure involved in the exodus to Darjeeling during the last five 
years ? : $ 


(b) What reduction of expenditure, if any, was made after the meeting 
of the Bengal Legislative Council held at Dacca on August 19174 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


ty (a) A statement of the annual expenditure on account of the move to 
Darjeeling for the years 1914-1918, is laid on the table. The figures for 1919 
are not yet available. 


(b) The expenditure, which in 1916 amounted to Rs. 
reduced in 1917 to Rs, 84,084 and in 1918 to Rs. 74,563.” 


1,02,767, was: 

Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Payne to question 
No. 27 (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Basu Aku Cuanpra Darra, 
at the Council Meeting of the 19th November, 1919, showing the expen- 
diture involved in the exodus to Darjeeling during the last five years. 


Year. Cost. 
Ree 
1914 68,749 
1915 91,843 
1916 1,02,767 
1917 84,084 
1918 74.563 


By the Hon’hle Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 


Will the Government be pleased to state in a tabulated form— 
(i) the number of new poseage and special promotions in grades [. 
Il, IIT and IV in the Subordinate Educational Service; 


(ii) the number of posts sanctioned for new postings and special pro- ; 
motions in pcre I, II, Il] and TV; wi ad 


(iii) the number of vacancies due to promotions, etc., in grades I, II, ILL 
and IV; and 


(iv) the number of officers (who came from the lowest grade) promoted : 
to grades I, IT, TI] and IV; ys : au 


for the last three years commencing on the Ist of April, 1916, and ending ‘on ’ 
the 1st of April, 1919? f : Caan tate 
‘Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 

‘* A tabular statement is laid on the table.’’ 
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hive Wiha: the nenatente by the Hon'ble Mn. Goope to question 
28 (unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Mavivi A. K, Fan.-ut-Hag at the 


etc., in classes I, Il, HI and IV dusing the last 3 souk deat 
it 1916. 
tad awe Tih} ? 





NouMpeR oF Posts saNc- 
































‘igae “money vor— ——,| Number of | Number of officers 
&: B.S: Namber of pect TT sar mara (who were initi- 
yr new special 5 due to ally appointed 
| postings: promotions. New Special | promotions, in-class VILL) 
‘ 7 postings. | promotions. ato. promoted to, 
unc 4 
oo : — — 
tie iss rete Mes 1 | Nil 13 | Nil 
ree Wb ay 
ba at , Tihs tee 1 Nil 8 Nil 28 BY 
| e ; 
iS 1 ‘Nil 4 Nil 40 at 
ouav nis 17 Nil 12 Nil 41 4 
PS . ey Sineemgeard romoted to class II, there ix another oMoer who has also been . jase TI, with effect from Ist April 
wees “Asie, This office was originally appointed to olaes VIII with effeot from 21h March | a Head Pandit of the Hare Sohool but was at 
pars Coli TV with effect from sth September 1907 Pbioee'e | was selected for the post.of Lecturer of Sanskrit and Bengali in the 
t S officers promoted to oines IT there is another oMcer who h: Sic) bihen 0 promoted to class IIT with —. trom 10th 


< mae ene This shone was 0 iginall: appoluted in class VITI with effect fi arise Angi 1906 and wae at once lmpry sd to clam V 
: wfect from 0b September 1007, when he wns selecied for the post of\ Assistant in the Physical Laboratery of the Pretidency 


-_ By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 
. ey V4 29. 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what rules authorize the 
-—Direlar of r of or Instruction to create posts carrying different values from 


250 outside the Subordinate Educational Service cadre sanc- 
tioned by an Secretary of State for India? 


as ore ‘Will the Government be pleased to state from what funds the salary 
officers of the outside grade service are drawn! 


3° 4) For what purposes was the outside grades list opened, and when? 


Alaa (d) Is it a fact that a portion of the costs for maintaining the outside 
% soo D Mhoors is met by the sum left undisbursed due to the non-filling up of 
in the Subordinate Educational Service grades! 


Is ita fact:that a conieee. number of posts from Rs. 35 to Rs. 50 
¢ created every year against the vacancies in the higher grades ot 
dinate Educational Service? 


) Are the Government aware that the wowved | mt the ted grades - 
itial than that receive qualified an 
Pieeeore in AE the 8 "i at Sieve grades’ If 


ps are being taken for safeguarding the interests and ree 














be } to state whether it has been decided 


rd the interests of those already in the lowest grades and 
, in serge fra conser number of years? 


+» : ¢ Higashi 


‘ “4: Bho eee SE Re ¥ ey 


| Meeting of the 19th November 1919, showing the number of podtings,— 
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Questions and Answers. = 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— i Hela s BD 
(a) The Director of Public Instruction is not competent to create — 
posts of this kind. ; 


fe 


(b) From the Provincial Revenues. , 


(0) The list of officers outside the graded services was prepared to enable 
this office to deal with questions relating to these officers in a convenient 
manner. The list was first published in August, 1902. ‘ 


(2) No 
(e) No. 


(f) The initial pay of an officer is regulated by his qualifications and no 
distinction is made between posts inside and outside the grades. 


> 


| (9) In view of the Beply. 0 (y) it is perfectly just that officers appointed 
outsi 


e the grades should have the same prospects of promotion as those 
appointed inside the grades.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 


(a) Is it a fact that the Government have decided that the posts of head 
clerks of the larger offices shall not carry a salary of less than Rs. 100 per 
month? If so, will the Government be pleased to state why the head clerks 
of training colleges and of the Dacca \ Engineering’ School have not heen 
included in the list of such posts ? 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state how many cases of special 
promotions have been sanctioned for officers in which there is actual teaching » 
work involved and how many to the inspecting officers of the Subordinate 


' Educational Service grades, in the last three years 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to\state whether there is any rule 
which fixes a time-limit for promotion of an officer from one grade to another 
in the Subordinate Educational Service? 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether new posts have — 
been sanctioned hy the» Government in, the grades of the Subordinate 
Educational Service to provide for special promotions ¢ He 

(e) Is it a fact that some of the grade vacancies are being absorbed by 


the recipients of special promotions ? ae 

(f) Is it a fact that a. large number of vacancies in the Subordinate 
Educational Service grades, sanctioned by the Secretary of State, are being 
filled up with new postings, such as lecturers, demonstrators, and others ? 


(g) Is it'a fact that a large number of vacancies in the grades of the, 
Subordinate Educational Service, sanctioned by the Secretary of State, are 
being utilized by bringing in outside grade officers into the grades? § 


(h) Are the Goyernment aware that a feeling of discontent and insecurity 





to the postings of outsiders and outside grade officers and to the se 
recipients of Eoorial promotions in the grade vacancies, thus blocking their. 
future prospects and promotions? Ceara ia ae ‘f i ee ag tit copia abies : 


=~ 





yi os Hy ARS Questions and Answers. | 


rials! (i) Will the Government be pleased to state under what ‘rules the 
_ Director of Public Instruction can put in outsiders in the vacancies of the 
“grades, thereby blocking the promotion of officers already in the grades 4 


¥ ™ i 


: Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“ (a) The reply to the first part of the question is in the negative. The 
second part does not arise. Y 


( There has been no case of special promotion to an inspecting officer 

in the Subordinate Educational Service during the last three years, as officers 

' outside the grades are placed in grade vacancies carrying the same pay as 
their appointments outside the grade. There was one case of special promo- 
tion to a teacher of the Dow Hill School, who was promoted from class V1 
to class V as a result of an existing vacancy. 


(c) The reply is in the negative. 
‘(d) The reply is in the negative. 


(e) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to (6); that is the 
only case that has occurred. 


: eee and demonstrators are generally recruited initially on 
Rs) 125 in class IV of the Subordinate Educational Service and foreman 


instructors in class I of the same service. 


(g) Latterly officers outside the grades with similar qualifications and 

responsibilities, who are generally on fixed pay, have been brought into the 

~ vacancies in the Subordinate Educational Service with a view to giving 
them chances of promotion. 


(h) It is not true that there have been scores of recipients of special 
romotion in grade vacancies—last year the Director of Public Instruction 
ided to give equal chances of promotion to graded and ungraded officers, 
due consideration being given to qualifications and nature of work done. An 

. officer on Rs. 50 outside the faces has thus been considered for promotion 
» to a post of Rs..60 inside the grades. Similarly a graded officer on Rs. 45 
been given a chance of promotion to the resulting vacancy on Rs. 50 

outside the graded service. It was thought that the system adopted would 
_ not affect the prospects of promotion of graded officers seriously as the average 
is py of posts in the Subordinate Educational Service and Lower Subordinate 

ducational Service combined is Rs. 58:3 as against Rs. 43-7 of ungraded 
posts. 

(i) Under the powers delegated to the Director of Public Instruction, 
he is competent to appoint, transfer, etc., all officers in the Subordinate 
- Educational Service and those outside the grades whose pay does not exceed 

Rs, 250 per month.” ~2 ‘ 


~ 







(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the report of the Report of the 
e i Service Committee appointed by the Government of adie has, now Metical Services 


been considered by the Benga 


fe fe 
a a) tine 
a bots tte ty : i : f 


Government and is ready to be made public? 
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é Questions and Answers. ie ieee 
; @ Will the Governinent be pleased to state whether the petitions of — 
the Civil t Surgeons submitted to the Hon’ble the Surgeon-General 


with the Government of Bengal have been considered by that authority and 
whether any recommendation or report made ‘thereon has been submitted 
to Government? « _ ? a ’ 


. * d 
(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to state when the matter of 
these petitions is likely to be disposed of by this Government? 


(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the reason (if any) why the 
increment of the pay of the Civil Assistant Surgeons as recommended by the 
Public Service Commission has been held in abeyance up to date whilst the 

ay of the officers of the Indian Medical’ Service and also of the Military 
istant Surgeons and of the Sub-Assistant Surgeons has been increased 


ip 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Payne:— 


“s (a) The report of the Medical Services Committee has been considered 
by this Government, but the question of its publication rests with the Goy- 


ernment of India, by whom the Committee was appointed. 


(b) Petitions from Civil Assistant Surgeons in this eomara sf asking 
for an improvement in their pay and prospects have been forwarded to Goy- 
ernment by, the Surgeon-General with his recommendations and are now 
under consideration. : 


(c) There is not likely to be much delay on the part of this Government 
in dealing with these petitions, but the questions involved are intimately 
connected with the proposals of the Medical Services Committee, which are 
now under the consideration of the Government of India, to whom the | 
recommendations of this Government will have to be forwarded. 


d) The consideration of the pay and prospects of Civil Assistant 
Surgeons has been — on account of the recommendations of the Medical 
~ Services Committee. The pay of Civil Assistant Surgeons was increased in 
1912, and a further increase of pay was given to civil assistant — 
officiating as Civil Surgeons in 1915. To that extent the question of the 
further revision of the pay of this service was not as urgent as in some 
_ other instances to which priority may have been given.’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 
$2. ¢ 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the tabie a statement showi 

the contingent grants, grants for laboratories, libraries, common room an 

games for the Presidency, Dacca and Rajshahi Colleges for the last 10 years!’ _ 
iat : ’ A mcxyt j Minas ber 


-— 


‘i 


Answer hy the Hon’ble Mr. Goode: ~ fetus 8) 
“‘ The statement is laid on the table.” 0 aoe tela 
































the Council Meeti 
mis, grants for la 
, Dacea 


residency 
1909-10 to 





1918-19. 


Name or Coueces. 








Presidency College .., | 10,082 
Dacoa ‘ 3,600 
Rajshahi as 1,750 
Presidency ,, 10,000 
Dacca " ee | 4,500 
Rajshabi *K | 2,600 
Presidency ,, ee | 10624 
Dacca ” | 6,360 
Rajshahi a ee | 2,975 
Presidency ,, see | 10,792 
Dacca % ewe | 4,950 
Rijhabi 1,200 | 
Presidency ,, P| 18,837 
Dacca a 4,900 
Rajshahi «| 2,800 
, Presidency ‘i vee | 11,792 | 
| Dacca ES «| 5,956 | 
4,400 
11,192 





5,956 
2,900 
11,372 
5,935 
3,306 
11,792 










(x) 
17,994 
2,697 
12,954 

z, 
18,185 


atories, libraries, 







5,000 
2,000 
9,456 
5,000 
1,700 
9,456 
5,000 
11,700 


9,456 
3) 


referred to in the answer by the Hon’sur Mr. 
(unstarred) asked by the Hon’b.e Banu Kisnorr 


200 


250 
200 


Goovk to question 
Mouan Cuaupuurt 


of the 19th November, 1919, shewing the contingent 
ries, | common room and games for the 
and Rajshahi Colleges for the last ten years from 


Remarks. 


(1) Includes — special 
grant of Rs, 3,000 








300 | for Law Books and 
Its. 500 for M. A. 
| 1,656 books. 
1,000 
250 
1,000 | (a) Includes Rx. 40,000 
for laboratory fittings. 
1,000 |(2) Includes special 
‘ grant of Re 2,385 
250 | for Law Books. 
1,000 : 
1,000 : 
250 
1,000 | (4) Includes Rs. 26,954 
for laboratory _ fit- 
1,000 | tings. 
500 
1,000 | (c) Includes Rs, 6,726 
for laboratory fit- 
1,000 | tings. 
500 
1,000 
1,000 
500 
1,000 
1,000 | (3) Inclades special 
| grant of Rs, 300. 
1,000 | 
1,000 f 
1,000 | (x) Includes cost of 
electric current, 
800 
1,000 
1,000 


800 (i) Includes special grant 

of fs, 400 for ‘the 
purchase of Arabic 
aud Persian books. 
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Questions and Answers, on heh 
By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray:— E a wee +L 

_ Will the Government be please] to lay on the table the opinions received 
from public and local bodies with reference to Circular No. 175-179-T.-San., 
Municipal Department (Sanitation), regarding the question of provin- 
cialising the Public Health Service ? Toby eee 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


“* The question of provincializing the Public Health Service is still under 
the consideration of Government, and will be examined by the Committee 
recently appointed to inquire into the whole organization, which the Presi- 
dency possesses, for dealing with public health.» In these circumstances, 
Government are not prepared at present to lay on the table the opinions 
received froin local and other public bodies.” : 


By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray:— 
34, 
Will the Government be pleased to furnish a statement showing— 
(i) the number of opinions received in connection with the 


proposal to form a pe ns cadre for Sanitary Officers, inde- 
pendent of the contro! of municipalities and local bodies; and 


(ii) the names of those who have either approved or disapproved of 
the proposal. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 


(i) and (ii) Eighty-three replies have so far been received and are now 
under the consideration of Government. At the present stage, Government 
are not prepared to give the further information desired by the Hon’ble 
Member.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
35. . 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of candi- 
dates for admission into the different classes of the various Arts Colleges, who 
either succeeded or failed to gain admission at the commencement of the 
present session, together with the maximum number of students that is 
allowed under the terms of affiliation to be admitted into each class? 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to make a_ similar statement in 
regard to— A 


(i) the Sibpur Engineering College, in the College"and Apprentice 
Departments on the Civil and Mechanical sides, respectively ; 


(ii) the Campbell Medical School; 
(iti) the Dacea Medical School; and 
(iv) the Dacca School of Engineering ! 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— + 5 Pee. 
‘« (a) A statement giving such information as is available is laid on the 
table. * ie 
(b) Statements giving such information as is available are laid on the 
table.’ eget 
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Dacea School of | 40) 211 ee | tes | pos 50 | The maximum limit ~ 
Engineering. | | - ~es taseates 
or 8O58: . 
<4 | under the special 
orders of Govern- 
| | ment, 
* ‘1st year Sub-Overseer Closs. aa 
Dacca = Bghool “7 60 | 180 | was | ape | Sen, |. 40 Ditto, 
Engineering. | i 


STATEMENT C, 
Engineering Department (ist year Class). 


Sibpur Civil Eugineer-| 24 88 | 65 | 60 | 28 (ait Admissions of 
ing College. ; November 1919, Lah 


Apprentice Department—A.—Upper Subordinate. 











Sibpur Civil Engineer-;{ 20 | No admis- 21 | +16 Ditto, 
ing College. sion test | | 
|, | hela 


Apprentice Department—B.—Mechanical and Electrical Engineering and 














Mining. 
ev 
Sibpur Civil Engiveer- | 65 132 | No admis- | eas 78 67 | Admissions of 
ing College, sion test | } : February 1919. 
' ’ held, 
4 | | 

‘ s 
STATEMENT D, 
School. |. Vacanctos. Candidate. No. admitted, oh Bd 
Campbell Medical School ... vow 150 1,071 173 ; , 


Dacca Medical School... nL Gane alkgrs is es > 
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he: oe ; 
TVA} 
espe Me vitas Ze Les »_ Questions and Answers. i) 
"By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; > 
i 36.° *" ' 


; 





ed (a) Have the Government made any ialiinled into the prospects of the 
fish-curing industry and fish-oil and fii cronno-inasinfactire ik Bengal? 


aie (b) If so, will the Government be pleased to maké'a statement showing. 
the results of any such inquiries that have been made in recent voate! -— 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAIpin:— 


_._“ (@) and (6) Yes. The Hon’ble Member is r 
and 18 of the Annual Report of the Department of Fisheries, Bengal aud 


9 and Orissa for the year 1918-19, a copy of which is placed on the library 
ie. . 3 


Investigations regarding fish-oil and fish-guano manufacture were made 
as early as 1909-10 in connection with the trawling of the Bay of Bengal by 
the steam trawler Golden Crown. The investigations have shown that 
marine fish is rich in fish-oil and fish manure. The development of industries 
in such bye-products' awaits the development of the marine fisheries by com- 
mercial ope The information required willbe found in paragraphs 
109-114 of report on the progress of enquiry into the fisheries of Bengal sub- 


inewgr Mr. Ahmad in the year 1910. Copies of these paragraphs are laid 
. on the library table.” Sort fae 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
37. 


Will the Government. be pleased to make a statement showing the 
achievements of the Department of Fisheries in respect of— # 


(a) the organisation of trade in fish; 

(ii) the extension of financial facilities to fishermen; 
(iii) the opening out of existing fisheries; and 

(iv) the education and training of fishermen, since the department 


was removed from the Department of Agriculture and estab- 
lished as a separate body? ; 


‘Anewor by the Hon’ble Mr. McAipin:— 


oh eR O's ot Se The Hon’ble Member is referred to paragraph 15 of 

the Annual Report of the Department of Fisheries for 1917, out of which 
his questions arise. He will find there that the organisation of trade in 
fish, the extension of financial facilities to fishermen, and the opening out of 
fisheries is not dependent on Government alone but on the willingness of 


the moneyed classes to promote the organisation, capital and the banking | 


facilities necessary to develop the industry. He will also find that to enable 
‘the Department to deal adequately with such problems an increase in staff 
| was necessary. Government have, therefore, appointed three District 
Fishery Officers as an experiment this year and it is proposed to augment the 
| number next year; but it is necessary to proceed slowly and learn by ae: 
The Hon’ble Member is also referred to the answer to his question No. 39. 
(iv) The matter is under consideration, 8 pois seciliies ye being 
giver ne primary school for the education of the children o ermen 
ae vaesi ra Tack and a special primary school has also been established. 
ade the pur a}? |. : 
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Me | 
_. (@) Have the Government inquired into the general complaint of Al’ 


oi demand 
i ag railway servants insisting on gratuities before booking and oy ore te og 





despatching consignments of fish! pier | 
eran CB If 80, what steps, if any, have been taken b =e sage) lied. 
i ‘kur? 80, , P : 'y F 25 en by Government in the et . bs 
‘eee . x * | 
Answer by the Hon'ble Mr, McAlpin:— | 
-, *“ (a) and (b) The complaints were of a general nature and as no specitic 7 
eases could be cited it was not possible to take any steps in the matter.”’ . ' Sam 
‘ oe | 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— as A 


41. | 


Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing what Organisation of Rae 
peat Sepe have been taken to organize the weaving industry of the He foley 
_ Presidency on co-operative lines # ' oo-aporsting 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“The Hon’ble Member is referred to the note on the subject recorded 
the Eee of Co-operative Societies, Bengal, which was laid on the 
library table in reply to the starred question No. VI put by the Hon’ble 
’ Rai Radha Charan Pal, Bahadur at the Council meeting of the 3rd July, 
- 1919. + A copy of the note is again laid on the library table.”’ 0. ah 


be 
~h. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
. oe 42, f a 


'. (a) Are the Government in a position to state whether it is a fact that Application ww : 
the results obtained by the Anti-malarial Societies at Panihati and Sukchar pee: 3 = ean 
ene the application of the principle of co-operation to village sanita- yiage 

i tion in’ al? sanitation, 

'-__(b) Tf so, are the Government contemplating the formation of such ‘| om 6 

Pi aciicctd in large numbers in other parts of the Presidency also q 

Bit ae . at. 

| 










___, Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode:— 3 ah 
Oo ines ae ? At A 

| 7) -(@) ‘The reply is in the affirmative. ‘The Hon'ble Member is referred. 9, 5 

“ ee aS of the Report on Sanitation in Bengal for 1918. © ee 


ee) ‘ble Member is feferred to the reply given to the Hon’ble is: 
R i gegen ‘Pal Bahadur’s question No. 64 on the 3rd July, 1919. 
formation of new co-operative societies of this kind must depend mainly 


initiative boing taken by the villagers then 
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BY the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurii— = | 

‘ite Senate, ti Ct ae te 
if Wo-operttive, BA 4(2) How many co-operative stores are there in the Presidency ? pied 
Pattee (6) Is it a fact that the prevailing hig prices have created a desite for 
bare? such stores in several districts and subdivisional headquarters ? es 


¥ (c) If so, what steps are the Government taking to develope co-operative. 
distribution in this connection ? etal . 
» en es ‘ 


y _ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


** (a) On the 8th November, 1919, there were 33 co-operative stores in 
the Presidency and 7 agricultural purchase and sale societies which also carry 
on the business of co-operative stores. 


(b) It is a fact that a desire for such stores has grown ‘up in several 
districts and subdivisional headquarters during the last 12 months, Presum- 
ably the prevailing high prices were the cause. 


* (c) The number of stores rose in the year ending 30th June, 1919, from 
i - 8to18. Since the 1st of July, 1919, the number has risen to the figures given 
i in answer to the first part of the question. The increase is largely the result 
- of propaganda by the officers of the Co-operative Department. The Registrar 
of Co-operative Societies and his officers have brought the advantages of. 
co-operative distribution to the notice of the public in all parts of the Province. 
A bureau of information has been opened in the office of the Registrar of 
Pine ES cua Societies and twice a week bulletins are issued to societies giving ° 
+ - the Calcutta rates for commodities which are likely to be required in the 
ye miafassal. Every facility is being given by the Co-operative Department for ~ 
rganization of co-operative stores in all parts of the Presidency; but at the 
ta time applications are being strictly scrutinised with a view to reducing 
the possibility of failures.’’ <3 


-\ * \By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


44, : 
ie Co-operative ’ (a) Is it a fact that the ‘co-operative milk societies in the Barasat 
| mille sccicties. Subdivision have, comparatively speaking, heen a success : 4 


a (b) ‘Are the Government considering the desirability of forming. more 
ee societies of this kind and of taking such steps as may be necessary to ensure 
fecal ' their success * PAL IS . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
aa : “ (a) Yes. i 
(0), Yes.” : sale ssp Somer tka 
"By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
Ge ¥ ' Will the Government be Adee to make a statement showing the number 
eye 80 __ of co-operative societies of all kinds in Bengal? (SPRL 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


the total number was 4,533 on the th November, 1919." 


ri ps 





’ 
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the Government of India to extend the sco inquiry i 

i pe of the proposed inquiry into i 
the prospects of cane sugar, so as to include the deipanent-intaaer, which freshest 
is of particular interest to this Presidency! — - . '* 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— | (<a 


“The matter has already engaged the attention of Government.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— ) 
47. 4 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there was any Defalcation in 
defalcation in the Sarail Ward’s Estates during the management of the Sarail 
Mr. Haliday? oe 


(6) If so, what amount was defalcated and when did the defalcation 
come to light? 


(c) In what circumstances was the money defalcated and what was the 
‘i manager's responsibility ? 
(@) Was anybody punished for it? 
: (e) What was the manager’s salary before the occurrence and what after 
it? 
(f) When was his salary increased ? 3 aes 
« 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“(@ Yes; there was one case of embezzlement by a law muharrir of the 
= : 


(b) Rs. 2,177-13-6. The defalcation was brought to light during the 
latter part of 1915. : 


obtained by the estate allowed his muharrir to receive money from the judg- 
- ment debtors. The muharrir instead of crediting the money realized mis- 
“ a it. The Estate pleader, not the manager, was directly respon- 
‘sible. 


(c) The Estate pleader entrusted with the work of execution of decrees 3 4 
rs 


(d@) The law muharrir was criminally prosecuted and convicted. 


-... The money defalcated was deposited in the Treasury by the Estate 
pleader. ; 
__(e) Rs. 700 per mensem both before and after the occurrence. 


_ < (Af) The manager's jnitial pay was Rs. 550; it was.raised to Rs. 700 by 
_ the rn Bengal and Assam Government with effect from Ist December, 
1909.’’ 


* By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— $y 


we 


4 "Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is,a fact that after Dismissal of 
his assumption of charge of the Dacca Nawab’s estate, Mr. Meyer dis- omem 
arged some old officers of the.said estate of good standing? If 80, for the Dacca 
1 sons a 





Nawab's estate. 


Will the Government ‘be pleased to consider the advisability of askirig ‘Tae aaa “i 


Stas 
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eo” Questions and Answers. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— Wt Aa Haha 


are ince his assumption of charge of the Dacca Nawab’s est ite, 
Meyer has discharged 7 officers of the estate, three for embezzlement of 
two for intemperance and neglect of duty, and two for unsatis- 


estate mone 
Vana conduct.”’ 


factory wor 
¥ ‘ 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— ’ 


49, i Sear: 
(a) Is it a fact that several charges of criminal offences were brought 
against many old employees of the Mathurapur Ward’s Estate in Maldah 
within the last eighteen months or so? 


(b) What were the charges and how many employees were accused, and 
how did the cases terminate ? 


(ec) Did the Court of Wards sanction the costs of the defence, and what 
did they amount to? . 


(ad) What disciplinary action, as referred to in the answer given to my 
unstarred question of 4th April, 1918, did the manager and Collector of the 
district take to control the employees of the said estate and to prevent their 
misconduct? i 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

‘* (a) Four criminal cases against seventeen peons of the estate were 
instituted in March and April 1918. No criminal charges have been brought 
since then. ‘ 

»(b) (i) Sections 147 and 323 of the Indian Penal Code—10 accused, 
ended in conviction. 


(#2) Sections 395, 325 and 323 of the Indian Penal Code—3 accused 
‘convicted by Sessions Judge, acquitted by High Court. 


(iti) Sections 447 and 426 of the Indiah Penal Code—2 accused, ended 


in conviction. 
(iv) Section 147 of the Indian Penal Code—2 accused convicted by 
Deputy Magistrate, acquitted by Sessions Judge. 


(c) At the time the Court of Wards was in charge only of 6 annas of the 
estate, and bore its prgportionate share of the cost of, defending the cases. 
The amount paid on this account cannot now be ascertained as the estate has 
been released. 

(d) Employees accused of criminal offences were placed under suspen- 
sion, and those convicted were dismissed. Since the institution of the cases 
referred to, there have been no complaints of misconduct, and no further dis- 
ciplinary action has been necessary.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

50. cae m4 

(a) Is it a fact that there was a charitable dispensary with an assistant 

su in charge of it, at Mathurapur, in abt: sacs ctat iene gant wit 
" “"() What led to the closing of this dispensary # ’ 

(c) Is it a fact that the services rendered by this dispensary in hting 

malaria were greatly appreciated by the authorities! Tira ein ot uy 


(2) When and at Whose instance was the Mathurapur disp 
closed? ‘ shel 


bang 
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‘. ; Pastis | 

- Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Payne:— t | ‘ 
eae fay There was a charitable dispensary at Mathurapur in the district y 

_ of Malda with a private medical practitioner, and not saitabaiebant surgeon, ° vas 

 (b) and (d) This dispensary was a private one established and supported Behe | 

' by Mr. Hennessy, the proprietor of the Mathuraptr estate. It also receive . ‘ 

a grant from the District Board. In February, 1916, the doctor in charge i 

obtained an appointment under the Assam Government and resigned his post, | 

’ and Mr. Hennessy intimated that he did not propose to maintain the dispen- | 

ary any longer. It was closed from the 1st March, 1916. 

' (¢) The dispensary did useful work, but not more so than the other dis a 


pensaries in the district.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
51 . r .| 


(a) Is it a fact that in the report and scheme prepared by the late Rai Lown tothe 
Jamini Mohan Das Bahadur, the loan given to the Maharaja Bahadur Sir P. jena sir 
C, Tagore, Kt., was proposed to be redeemed in about 9 years? ; P. 0, Tagore, 
prep b * Kt. } 
__ (6) On taking charge of the Tagore mortgaged estate, did Mr. Mackay ere 
mit to Government any scheme of management showing in how many 
‘years the redemption of the loan could be made possible # 


(c) Were the cost of the maintenance of a steam-launch, the doubling of 
bho pay of the naibs and the payment of Puja bonuses, green-boat and horse- 
allowances, over and above fixed monthly travelling allowances to the naibs, ‘yd 
shown in Mr. Mackay’s scheme? 3 iy: ee 


(d) What steps have the Government taken to ensure economical 
management of the Maharaja Bahadur Tagore’s estate ? 


(e) Are the affairs of the estates periodically inspected by any officer of 
the Government ? rT 


(f) Are the accounts audited by examiners of local accounts, and is a ea eh: i 
feport submitted to the Government? 


€ Rinewier by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ (a) No. 


_ (b) No, but when the second loan of rupees ten lakhs was sanctioned an 
estimate of repayment was prepared and approved by Government. 


(ec) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to clauses (d) 
to (i) and (&) of a question relating to the affairs of the Tagore Raj mortgaged 

estate asked by him at the meeting of the Council held on the 3rd September, 

Mats 14 

'. (d@) The appointment of a competent Manager. ; 

» .. (@) The properties are situated in several districts. No special officer 

is deputed to inspect them, but the District Officers are frequent visitors to 

the portions within their respective jurisdictions. The Tommissioneit 

ius.d ~Dacea exercises general supervision and scrutinises expenditure. 

. f) No, but the accounts aré audited monthly by a qualified Auditor and 

2 econ is submitted to Government embodying the audited figures 
year.” sit 
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oat (Questions and Answers. : 
By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurit— 
52. ’ A ° . 
Will the Government be pleased to state whether the accounts of 
the Karatya, Sarail, Bhowal and Mathurapur estates under the Court of 


Wards are examined by the examiners of local accounts and whether , the 
reports of the examiners are submitted to Government ¢ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— ; 


‘‘ The accounts of the Karatya, Sarail and Bhowal estates are audited 
by ihe Examiner of Local Accounts, whose reports are submitted to the 
oard, 


The Mathurapur estate is not now under the Court of Wards.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
53. 
(a) Is it a fact that the Eastern Bengal districts have frequently suffered 
from disastrous cyclones ? 


(6) Are the Government considering the advisability of providing proper 
meteorological arrangements at a suitable centre im Eastern Bengal? ‘ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
“ (a) The answer is in the negative. 


(d) No. The Meteorological Department is under the Government of 
India.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

ee , ; 

» (a2) What progress has been made in the schemes for the develop- 
ment of Kalimpong asa hill-station?  . 


(b) How many building sites are being offered on lease at Kalimpong, 
and on what terms ! 


(c) How many applications have been received from the Indien and othdk 
communities respectively for building houses on the terms offered by Gov- 
ernment ¢ 


(d) Are the Government. aware of the opinion that has been apie 
that the terms and conditions of lease are not generally considered to be fair? 


(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of modifying the 
said terms and conditions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— . 3 
-  ** (a) The bes sony of. 756 : ai n swe northern hon of the 
Rinking ridge is practically comp and steps are being taken to 
“ere L108 acres on the southern portion of the ridge. _ 
* The allocation of sites in the northern portion will be made shortly. 
'_ A detailed scheme of water-supply has been approved, and a sum of 
2 lakhs has been provided for expenditure on this account during the present 


financial year. ‘ 7s 
aTs 


. 
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Three hundred and twelve : lications have been received up to date 
‘sites, of which 228 are Indians and 84 from other commu- 
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OR Shovermament are.aware that didtass have been published in the press 
alts the terms and conditions of the lease. 2 : 












(a) Has the attention of the i iieeecat been drawn to the grievances The Ehilew 
“of the travelling public in regard to the Soe eas Railway, as pub- 
lished in the newspapers ? 
Ad ) Are the Government aware of the serious inconveniences suffered 
the travelling public on the said railway, arising mainly from the 
circumstances— 


_ (i) the lower-class carriages are unprotected and. vaste, 


(ii) the roofs leak in the rains, and the canvas cov are insuffi- 
cient for protecting passengers from the heat and rain; 


, * (iii there are no Aitavir: 5 rooms for upper class passengers and for, 
aa purdanashin ladies * several stations; 


Rai ay 


Se a 


2 OS 
Pi 


2 there are no platforms; 


are ey: the number of carriages for females of the 3rd class is insuffi- 
cient, and there is no special accommodation for upper class BS 


female passengers ; 












no Carte are pees * for 
_’ for male passengers in the 


"none tertile at fhe stations, nor 
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: Questions and Answers. —. 


(ii) Carriages designed for a light railway are necessarily of light 
construction and canvas coverings are generally Sin. ah”? 
sufficient. Some leakage may have occurred but the Railway ‘ 
authorities are giving this matter their attention. aeait 


(iii) The Khulna-Bagerhat Railway is a small light railway of a total 
th, length of 194 miles, The number of upper class passengers for 
six months amounted to 1,492 in all. In the opinion of the 
Railway Administration traffic of such proportions does not — 
appear to justify the provision of ‘waiting-rooms at present. 
ere are waiting-halls at Rupsa East, Bahirdia, Telidanga, 
Jatrapur and Bagerhat. aCe 


(iv) Platforms at rail level have been constructed at all stations. In 
- view of the lowness of the carriages, the Railway Administra- 
tion does not consider that raised platforms are necessary. 


(v) Reply is embodied in the reply to question (c). 


(vi) The charges for the ferry service are levied by the Steamer 
Companies and are not considered excessive. They are-— 


Rs. A. P. 
Passengers aps ase «0.2 6 each. 
° Luggage and Parcels keh «. O 4 O per maund. 
Goods a ais .. 0 0 8 per mannd, 


(vii) A latrine has been provided at Rupsa East Station and another , 
is being constructed at Bagerhat Station. Should traflic | 
increases warrant, and funds permit, the Railway Administra- 
tion is prepared to provide others. 


(c) In view of the fact that the Khulna-Bagerhat Railway is a light 
railway of only 194 miles in length and that the journey from Khulna-to Bager- — 
hat takes only 2hours, and further that it is a new line recently opened, 
it does not appear to be quite reasonable to expect that facilities such as 

exist on are ay athe can be immediately provided. As the line becomes 
“better established and revenue increases, the Railway authorities* will doubt- 
less gradually improve the present condition of the line.” - 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— ‘a bd 
cet 56. ee 
Pe iy a) Is it a fact that the daily weather report and the chart issued by 

Tan Beogs the Director-General of ObeerVatorves iat Sila Hulls < 


red materially, as pay eke 
, the state of the weather on the 24th September, 1919, at Saugor Island “and 
other places in the Presidency-of Bengal, from those of the Calcutta — 
Meteorologist 4 titi 


(b) Will the Goyernment be pleased to lay on the table the Indian Daily 
Reports, dated the 22nd, 23rd, 24th and September 19194 


_(c) Is it a fact that the daily weather report and chart of the 24th Sep- 
tember, 1919, issued by the Director-General of Observatories at Simla, indi- _ 
aie the approach of a storm to places in the Presidency of Bengal, while 

ose of the Calcutta Meteorologist did not do so? 4s cash ue Seng en 
_ (d) At what hour were observations taken by the Calcutta Meteorologist — 
_and when was the signal hoisted at Calcutta and the Hooghly ports, 


= rir ye Ae 
PSEA i: LO eee 


4 
<0 














‘were those signals communicated to the inland i i i 
‘the 24th September? Tapasiner ss eae 
it a fact that at 2 P.M., on the 24th September, 1919, an observa- 
ight by the Calcutta Meteorological Officer relating to the tale 


pathe 










ve i 


It 80, will the Glivorsignaale oe pleased to lay on the table the re rt 
as received from the Meteorological Officer at Alipur'? poe 


Will the Government be pleased to state at what hours the “‘ danger 
ing *’ about the storm of the 24th September was received by each of the 
river stations # 


9 \ 






ag. (h) Is it a fact that the ‘‘ danger warning ”’ was not received by some . : 
of ‘the inland river stations? be ‘3 > 


Va 4 5 . 
____ (i) Are there any fixed hours of attendance for the Meteorologist at the 
_ Meteorological ‘office at Alipur? = 


Pcie &) If sc, will the Government be pleased to state the hours of such 
4 attendance! 





Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
(a) and (c) The Indian Daily Weather Report indicated the approach 
of astorm; the Calcutta Daily Weather Report indicated the approach 
of a depression. There was no material difference, 


PS ee tee! 5) The Indian Daily Weather Reports in question are laid on. the 
 jibrary table. ~ . . 
$e 2. (2) The Calcutta Meteorologist does not take observations; but on 


September special observations were called for by him every six hours 
at 14 hours from— ; 








Chittagong. 


a 
- Calcutta, at 18hours 40 minutes. 
ee _ Budge Budge, at 19 hours 15 minutes. 
it Diamond Harbour at 18 hours 53 minutes. Zz Tage 





Mirzaganj te Patel 3) a7 hours 57 min. i 
Madaripur mi ~... 17 hours 57 min. 
Gopalganj ees vin ee 57 min.) valu ite 
 Godagari oe ee VT hours 57 mi mae sie 
 Rampor Balla 17 hours 57 min, aa 
a Sara Pathabe lionel) ees ae hours 57 min, teste 
Pit acs RACER 59, 0s Sneomea vw. U7 hours 57 min. eo 
; Kakchira ©) ow. 17 hours 57 mamta 





BEAT Tushkhali es ee | YT hours 57 m 
wie ae oy) Nesey Weeyekion wiachabar the Caloutia 
é ations called for by him and 
~ however, i en the 24th September as ‘stated 

_« Station. ara 
Chittagong se ai 
Noakhali 
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i Questions and Answers ; The Oaloutta Cruelty to Animale Lill, 1919. 
BS iaiys mee . Sur Henry Wheeler. 
“medBlgt tbe” Dose Signal ypc inn por, 





Port. Time. > 
_ Barisal =... 20 hours. 5 min. of 24th September. 
Goalundo —_...._ 19 hours 30 min. of 24th September. 
yy Narayanganj... 19 hours 36 min. of 24th September. 
are \ ali -» 18 hours 11 min. of 24th September. 
Chandpur =... 19 hours 15 min. of 24th September. 
Nikli -. 19 hours 8-min, of 24th September. 
Bhairab .- 20 hours of 24th September. 
Madaripur ... 22 hours of 24th September. 
Godagari -» 20 hours 45 min. of 24th September. 
| Sara si... 21. hours ‘of 24th September. 
~~ Serajganj .... 20 hours 15 min. of 24th September. 
Khulna -. 13 hours 45 min. of 25th September, 
Lohajang of 27th September. 
Gopalganj... of 27th September 
Aralia ... 7 hours of 25th September. 
miragan| ... 18 hours of 25th September. 
T 1s amea EL of 27th September. 
Katchira... of 27th September. 


_ The delay in the delivery at certain stations was dué to the interrup- 
tion of telegraphic communication caused by the cyclone. 
(i) and (j) There are no fixed hours. The practice has been for the 
Calcutta Meteorologist to be Ss to write the Calcutta Daily Weather 
t, issue daily signals and wireless messages as soon as the daily 8 A.M. 
observations have been-received and redueed. When he calls for special 
_ observations and these have all been received and reduced, he attends and 
issues whatever warning telegrams such observations indicate as necessary.” 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 
Jes: LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 
ei THE CALCUTTA CRUELTY TO ANIMALS BILL, 1919, 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved that the Calcutta Cruelty 

‘6 Animals Bill, 1919, de referred to a Select Committee consisting of the 

Hon’ble Mr. Stevenson-Moore, the Hon'ble Mr. G. N. Roy, the Hon'ble 

* Mr. Payne, the “Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, the Hon'ble 

“Mr. Phelps, the Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq, the Hon'ble Babu Surendra 

th Ray and the mover, with instructions to submit their report in time for 
its presentation in Council at the meeting in December next. 


He said :— ; 

** My Lord, I had the honour to introduce this Bill at the meeting of the 

12th ‘August last, and I then explained the general nature of its provisions. 

‘Since then the Bill has been-circulated for opinion, and a certain number of 
replies have been received which, 1 believe, are in the hands of Hon'ble 

- Members. ‘Two or three, I am told, aro still outstanding. A perusal of the 
eplies indicates, as may have been réasonably anticipated, that no exception 
ae to the general principlés and objects of the Bill. Comments are 

~ made on points of detail and suggestions are offered for improvement, but 
ae oa are matters which can be gone into by the Select Committee, and as 
on the question of principle, which is at the moment our main convern nop 
; is general “agreement, I «do not propose to take up the time of the Counet 


_durther by a discussion in detail of particular provisions of the Bill.” 
ie @ motion was put and agreed to. é f 
= | 
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The Hastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion) Bill, 1919... 
‘Sir Henry Wheeler. 


THE EASTERN FRONTIER RIFLES (BENGAL BATTALION) 
BILL, 1919. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 4. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved for leave to introduce a Bill to 


‘amend the law relating to the Regulation of the Eastern Frontier Rifles 


(Bengal Battalion). 


He said :— 


“My Lord, this Bill has reference to the foree which is generally known, 
as the Dacca military police. In addition to the ordinary civil police as found 
at thanas, and in addition tothe armed branches of that civil police which 
are concentrated in small numbers at the headquarters of districts, experi- 


_ ence of many years has shown the necessity in Bengal of keeping in readiness, 


for use in times of emergency, a small well disciplined mobilised force 
which can be subjected to a higher degree of discipline, and therefore. attain 
a higher degree of efticiency, than the ordinary civil police. That force 
is known as.the military police, and in nature it partakes more of a military 
than a civil character. In Bengal it has been in existence, in one form or 
another, for many years. ‘lo go no further back than the last redistribu- 
tion of the ‘province ‘in 1912, it was then constituted on a basis of six 
companies. In 1918, owing to its beimg found that the strength was 
insufficient to meet the duties devolving upon it, a seventh Company was 
added, and the force now comprises about 75% officers and men, It is 
distributed thus : 5 companies at Dacca, one at Hooghly and one at Buxa; 
and it is comprised of Gurkhas, who are in the minority, and of 
Jhiruas. 


As I have said, the employment: of military police in Bengal and in 
the adjacent province of Assam is no new thing. It was formerly—ze., before 
the days of the first partition—regulated by what was known as the Bengal 
Military Police Act (V of 1892) and the Assam Military Police Regulation 
of 1890. After the first partition and the creation of the Government of 
Eastern Bengal and Assam, the headquarters of what may be said: to have 
represented the old Bengal force was placed at Dacca, with detachments at 
Barisal, Silchar and, the Garo Hills, In addition there were other more 
distinctively Assamese battalions employed in the upper districts of Assam. 
We kept the residue of the companies, the most important being, 1 . 
think, at, Bhagalpur and Ranchi. . It was not long before the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Government felt the obvious inconvenience of having two bodies 
of military police within their boundaries governed by two different Acts, 
namely, the Assam police governed by the old regulation of 1890, and the 
new force at Dacca governed by the old Bengal Act of 1892. The men were 
liable to be employed together and also, I believe, were liable to be transferred 
from one battalion to another. In consequence of that fact the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Government passed what was known as the Eastern Bengal and 
Assam Military Police Act of 1912, which was applicable to all the 
military police within their borders, thus restoring uniformity of treatment, 
and after the second partition that Act was brought into force in the present 
province of Bengal with effect from the Ist October, 1912. by notification 
under the Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam Laws Act. 1912. So atthe . 
present moment we are governed in Bengal by the Eastern Bengal and 
Assam Military Polico Act, as in the adjacent provinge, which is now Assam 
only. That is the existing position. Lip aby a 

In 1917 the Assam Government moved the Government of India to 
be allowed to _ a more distinctly military nomenclature in designating 
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 theirforce, which they wishéd'té ‘éall-the Assam Rifles. ‘The feasons ‘for 
_ that request were, briefly, that they wished to enhance the status of the 

~ force when it was'on military duty. They had found that when these men 
were employed along with regular troops on the Frontier-—and, incidentally, had 
done well and been commended by inspecting officers—there was a tendency 
f on the part of regular soldiers to look down upon them as being merely police- 
men, and not pucca soldiers; and that re-acted prejudicially on the force, By 
removing that defect, they thought also that it would be easier to get military 
officers to join the force, and it ‘is on the presence of military officers that, 
discipline very largely depends, while it was found tha! the feoling of all 
* ranks was very keen that they should be regarded in the eyes ef the public 
as what they were, ie., more soldiers than civil police. 'The Government 

of India accepted the argument, but drew*attention to the state of the law 
_ which would require amendment in order to enable a new name to be given 


De 


to the force. They pointed out that if the local administration was going to 
amend the Act, it had better at the samo time get rid of the anomaly by 
‘which the Assam force was governed by the same Apt as the separate Bengal 
force, letting each province stand on its own and have the kind of. Act best 
suited to it. They therefore referred the matter to us, and we made enquiries 
. a8 to how matters stood here. We found that, just as in Assam, the 
officers and men in, our force strongly resented being called ‘ police’ when 
in many respects they were treated as soldiers, and especially they resented 
it if the status of the Assam force was going to be raised in this respect 
wnd.they were going to be left as they were. We recruit from very much 
the same sources as at least some of the Assam battalions, and if we do not 
put our battalion on the level of Assam, we should obviously have difficulty 
in finding men, and should get the worst recruits. Therefore the same 
arguments ‘were found to be valid in the case of Bengal. especially as gur 
Dacca battalion had been employed on the Frontier both in the old days 
along with the Assam battalions, and in recent times in the Abor expedition 
of -1911-12 and ‘in the Chinlong expedition of 1913. This same question of 
status was further emphasised by the experience of the recent great war, when 
one otticer and 101 men went from our force to the Indian Expeditionary 
Force and did very well. Qne man got an Order of Merit. and a havildar was 
promoted to a subardarship, while seven men got promotion as non-commis~ 
sioned officers and those who saw the men uniformly spoke well of them. 
ty 
In view of these facts it seems to the Local Government to be reasonable 
that we should fall into line with the administration of Assam, and call our 
‘men by a more distinctly military name. We had some discussion as to what 
~ that name should be, and eventually, on the suggestion of the Government 
of India, we propose to adopt the terminology of the Eastern Frontier Rifles, 
Bengal Battalion. On the basis of that terminology the Act has be a 
drafted. although there has been no practical change in gerry ° 
* amendments, which will be found underlined, are mainly verbal, argely 
- goncerned with the substitution of the word ‘ rifleman.’ for militar po 18, 
To all intents and purposes the Act is in substance what it w as bao , only 
amendments of a verbal character are proposed in order to give e och ve te 
intention, which I have erclaintite of giving irre page 08 ate Since ipo! y 
‘military status which it really enjoys. The Act itself, P iaatiicatia ag yn 
 briel t it, refers specifically to the discipline and maintenance of 
aa Drie glanco a are special terms 7 seeeeaent, and an gia a te ea oar 
-ander.a discipli ich is more distinctly appropri ers. 
jhe ike. 74 Bae hich little conovrns the interests of the public ; its amend- 
ment is designed to meet a need peculiar to the force as such. 
+2 


oe i ‘ i oxy d 
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The President ; Babu Surendra Nath Ray. ei: 
RESOLUTIONS Bava 


’ ‘ " ’ ; , Mfg \ 
(under the rules for the discussion of matters of general public interest.) 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEMS Nos. 5, 6 and 7. __ 


The President said :— 


“Thave agreed to the postponing to thé next’ meeting of resolutions: — 
«Nos. 5,6 and 7 on the Agenda’ paper standing in the name of the Hon’blé 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta on the ground that the Hon’ble Member is unable 
to be present to-day on account of illness.” c 


The resolutions were as follows :-— 


6. The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to move the following 
resolution. :— ‘ 


This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that arrangements 
be made with a view to the payment of the monthly pensions of Government 
pensioners in the Presidency of Bengal by postal money-order, if they so 
desire, and that, if necessary, the sanction of the Government of India be 
obtained in that behalf. : ‘sy : 


6. Also to move the following resolution :— 


_ This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
to improve the pay and prospects of the Assistant Surgeons in the Presideney. 


7. Also Lo move the following resolution :— 


ig This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that steps be taken 
to improve the pay and prospects of the compounders attached to Govern-~ 
_ ment hospitals and dispensaries in the Presidency. : 


LIST OF BUSINESS—iITEM No. 8. 
_ 8. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray inoved the followmg resolu~ 


tion :— 

- This Council yecommends to the Goyernor in Council that the Govern: 
ment do approach the Government of India for a grant of rupees fifty lakhs or 
such sum as they may think necessary from the Imperial Government to 
alleviate the distress caused by the recent cyclone in Eastern Bengal... 


He said LY ant { re art) 


_ “My Lord, fortwo years the country had been put to great inconvenience 
and the people subjected to great hardship on account of the high price of. 
cloth, for nearly a year the country had been almost on the verge of famine 
on account of the abnormally high price of rice aud other food-stuffs and ‘the 
people could with difficulty eke out an existence, when the terrifie cyclone 
of the 24th September last swept over the province and laid desolate a 
number of adjacent districts,of Eastern Bengal, including portions of Khulna 
and Jessore. eee he ; ia pee tavas 


That your Excellency’s Government have now been doing all that they 
possibly can to alleviate Ege of those who have suffered from the — 
cyclone is well-known. There was no doubt some delay on the partof the 
Central Government to move in the matter and vitae ie, Pee steps, bat the 
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men. on the spot, Some of the District Magistrates, Sub-divisional O 
some of the circle officers had already been to the places pr ae 
eyelone and were doing their level best with the limited means at their 
a ay osal in Organising relief work. The non-official gentlemen who had gone 
_ to some of these places for rendering help saw that relief work had already 
been commenced by Government officers. But if your Lordship's Government 
have. now been doing all that they possibly can to alleviate the sufferings 
of those who have suffered from the cyclone, the leaders of the people have 
_also come forward in this great work. In fact they were the first. in the 
fe in organising regular relief measures in some of the more affected areas. 
he Bengal Relief Fund Committee, the Ram Krishna Mission, the Sadharan 
Brahmo — amaj and“the Seva Samiti people, and last but not least the 
Servants of India Society have been working hard and zealously to alleviate 
the sufferings of the people in distress by contributing money, food-stuffs and 
¢loth. 1 need not impress on your Lordship’s Government that the country 
and its people have been sadly injured by the recent visitation, and it will take 
some time’ before the devastated, portion of the country can recover. 1 shall 
quote from a few extracts from some of the reports of gentlemen deputed by 
the Bengal Relief Fund Committee to organise relief work in the affected 
districts to show the nature of the distress and the relief required: I need 
hardly say that they are men of the highest character and their reports can 
be taken without any reservation. : 


. + This is what the Dacca Secretary of the Bengal Relief Fund Committee 
reports -— 

“The most pressing need of the people at present is rice and cloth. | 
personally know instances when the people are taking food after two days. 
Many are “pes Only 10 per cent. of the people, mostly of the trading 
classes, are) full-fed. Many people are half-fed and in rags. I personally 
know of many instances where women would not come out of their huts to 
receive relief for want of cloth. In short the problem of Eastern Bengal to-day 
is one/of rice and cloth.” 


‘T-quote from another report, that. of Mr. H. D. Bose :— 


-“At Barisal, opposite the District Board Office, at about 8 o'clock 
in the morning, I found that there were nearly 500 to 700 people assembled 
to get their quotaof rice ; there was a general scramble, pushing and 
elbowing from all sides and directions, as if they were taking part ina * 
Rugby football game, their clothes torn, bodies lacerated, and not a few 
knocked out of breath. Even after all this a host had to return unsatisfied 
‘and unattended as there was not sufficient quantity of rice in stock, and this 
in site of the sympathy, generosity and humane efforts to supply their wants 
by men like the officiating District Magistrate and others’, 


I quote the following from another report, which relates to an earlier 
period of the relief operations :— 

“More are about 825 unions in the Dacca district and each union 
consists of a number of villages, the members of which range from 8 or 10 
~ to 30 or 40 in each union. Government have given Rs. 25,000 for distribution 

amongst the people residing in the various unions and thus the money 

obtained py each union would be about Rs. 70 or thereabouts on the average. 
~ We can bos assume that the average number of villages in each union 

‘ould be about 25 or 30. It can be easily understood what would be the 

“Of distribution of Rs. 70 or thereabout in about 25 or 30 villages, and 
es where the humber of villages in aunion is about 40, the allotment 

: h village would be a little less than Rs. 2”. 
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* Government help has been paid for proportionate distribution in al 
the different’ unions, but the sum mentioned is too inadequate, and it ean. 
very reasonably be said that this help of Rs. 25,000 has not improved th 
condition of the suffering people even a bit, while the help rendered by our 
public spirited men has confined itself to only a group of neighbouring 
villages. The poor middle class people will never go for a pittance of four 
annas or eight annas. ‘The people most hardly hit are the poor middle elass, 
whom agricultural loan would not help and also will not. be im-any way 

. benefited bya gift of an insignificant sum”, 


I am informed the Government have since supplemented these contribu- 
tions, but the funds at the disposal of the local officers are still much inade- 
quate considering the extent of the distress. — : 


The following is about Jessore :— 


“Immediately after the cyclone the Subdivisional Officer of Narail 
left for the interior, visited all the places, formed committees, raised some 
money and made arrangements for its distribution and applied to Govern- 
ment for agricultural loans. But with all the good intentions he could make 
no ‘headway- as he was handicapped forfunds. It was at this time that I 
reached ‘Narail on the 23rd October and met him. He at once decided to 
come with us again to show us all that he knew, so that outside help might 

‘ flow to alleviate distress”. — je 


It also appears that in some of the places in the Jessore district the 
paddy crop has suffered considerably. It is reported that not only 80 per 
cent. of the huts had fallen, but three-fourths of the crop had been destroyed. 


This is what one gentleman wrote about one of the unions of Khulna 
only about a week ago :— i 
“There are ten villages under the union, and in all the ‘villages 
famine conditions prevailed before advent of the devastating cyclone. ‘The 
Khulna District Relief Fund sent Rs. 40 only to a branch relief committee 
formed and the three unions of Raghunathpur, Rungpur and Rad An 
officer of the Government came to inguire into the condition of the people 
with a view to open relief works. He promised speedy relief, but it is going 
to be more than two weekg since his visit, and a8 yet we have got. no response. 
wo hundred and fifty families, consisting of nearly 800 persons, are having 
half meal or no meal daily.” et 
. The extracts to which I have drawn your Lordship’s attention give only 
a faint idea of the real state of things. ‘Those who liad been to these places 
or have come from these places say that they cannot paint in their true colours 
the miseries of the people. There haye not been any laches on the part of 
the Government* officials to try to grapple the situation. The three Indian 
District Magistrates, those of Khulna, Faridpur and Bakarganj, did not 
blench from ‘the helm. when the wind blew highest. A gentleman from 
Dacca writes :—‘‘ The people of Dacca really owea very deep debt of gratitude 
to their energetic and their sympathetic Magistrate to whom and to Mr. Hart 
the success of the relief work is to a great extent due.” A friend who has 
recently returned from Manikganj speaks in the highest terms of the energeti 
efforts of the Subdivisional Officer there and of the- circle officer at Baira. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming has been to many of the affected parts and the 
representatives of the people have beon up and doing in the great work. 
_ Your Lordship has placed aspecial officer, Mr, Hart, as head of the relief wc 
The officials and the representatives of the people have entered the field with 
whole-hearted zeal and are vying with one another in alleviating the distress 
of the people.. There has been whole-hearted ye ree between the 
t it the 


. 








officials and the non-officials, If the people th it their duty to le 
y helping hand to their brethren in calamity, your ship's Governm: 
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oemsidered it their duty to assist those whom Providence has placed under 
eit control. Proper sanitary measures to guard against the outbreak of 
_ tholera or other epidemic diseases or the breaking out of influenza should be 
ee taken at once. The water of the tanks and streams have become foul on 
_ aecount of the decomposition of plants and trees, even dead bodies of 
and men, A gentleman writing from Dacca only last week says :— 


_, > (Mor some days after the cyclone the sight of the corpses floating on t 
river Padma was simply thrilling. ...... It is useless to multiply Berton x 
es of such horrible sights we have commonly met with in course of our daily 
work. ..-+ East Bengal have seen cycione, flood and famine and are awaiting 
‘ fourth, not less distressful than these, namely, epidemic of diseases."’ 


’* Government have no doubt a programme of medical relief for the aff 
; ; : the affected 
area, and their officers are doing spade work in certain centres. But the 
_ problem is a vast-one, and must be grappled in right earnest. 


__ Now let us sée what is the amount which will be necessary to meet the 

___ present situation. It is no doubt very difficult, nay almost impossible, for 
- a non-official who has no access to official papers except ‘those which appear 
~in the Government communiqués now and then to give an estimate even 
‘approaching to accuracy as regards the amount which will be required 
for the purpose of relieving distress. It appears however from the estimate 

of the Subdivisional Officer. of Manikganj in the Dacca district that the 
‘damages caused by the cyclone in that subdivision alone would be about 
25 lakhs of rupees. He does not state how much money will be required to 
feed the cyclone-stricken people for at least six weeks. It must be remem- 
bered that only three thana areas of this subdivision have fallen within the 
devastating ambit of the cyclone, He takes into account the number of 
eattle killed and wounded, number of huts blown down and dam . 
valuable trees uprooted, the number of food-stuffs destroyed, including 
he ae 4 crops, as well as the number of boats sunk. I have tried to get 

imilar figures with reference to other subdivisions, but I] have not got them. 

' Probably your Lordship’s Government are in possession of them, [ut I think 
the subdivision of Munshigunj in the Dacca district where it is said there 

is not a single homestead which has not been affected, Kishoregunj in 
‘Mymensingh district and portion of Faridpur are more affected than the 

. subdivision of Manikganj. If we take into account the damages sustained 
by the Bagerhat subdivision in the Khulna district and the Narail sub- 
- division! of the Jessore district, as well as some other subdivisions of Dacca, 
-Bakarganj, Tippera and Mymensingh, we think the damages would come 
‘up to about 2 crores of rupees. I do not fora moment contend that Govern- 
thot are bound to restore thése places and the men who have suffered to 


te 


their original condition. Ido not for a moment contend that Government 
| should pay for the trees or for the boats sunk or the loss to the steamer 
companies, for they must have been all insured. But I think the suffering 
@, many of them in the lowest depths of poverty. can very well 
“up to Government, and does look up to Government, for their food and 
ing for some time and for at least a portion of the cost of their -huts. 
ada ‘to the miseries of the people the price of jute which was Rs. 20 ‘in’ 
ust last is now Rs. 3 per maund. God knows the reason why? Govern- 
ant officers have no doubt been distributing cloth and rice in many 
h 9 "affected parts and radi crop seeds are being distributed through the 
Agricultural Department which is doing commendable work. But winter 
approaching and unless these, people get proper clothing or huts to. live 
ecaull tie by thousands. “I think it is a fact well known to Govern- 

that agricultural loans, for which Rs. 21 lakhs have been granted, will 
fit the bhadralok classes or the lower landless classes either. 















» gives.us 2 lakhs of rupees worth of cloth which will be given by Gov 
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Balu Surendra Nath Ray. 
We find from the Government communiqué . published in the papers 


the 8th November, after I had sent notice of my resolution, that your Lo 
ship's Government have given or are going to give, in addition to the. grant 


of 21 lakhs of rupees in the shape of agricultural loans, the following relief cones 


- 


1. One lakh pairs of cloth, some at concession rates and some as gra- 
tuitous relief. If we take the price of cloth at Rs. 4 per pair, and-if we take 
that half the number of clothes will be given as gratuitous a 


as gratuitous relief. 


. 2. Next as regards Burma rice, It appears that one lakh and seventeen 
thousand mannds of Burma rice. which must have cost at least Rs. 6 per 
maund, or rice worth about 7 lakhs of rupees have been purchased by Govern- 
meht and consigned to Daces, Faridpur, Mymensingh and Khulna. If half of 
this rice has been or going to be distributed as gratuitous relief, we see that 
rice worth about 34 lakhs of rupees will be given as gratuitous relief. . 


3... We next find that Rs. 60,000 have already been distributed as cash 
in the district of Dacca, whereas Rs, 45,000 have been sanctioned for the 
districts of Faridpur, Bakarganj, Jessore and Khulna, #e,, about one lakh 
and five thousand rupees have been spent or are going to be spent on this- 
head. 


We therefore find that Govermment have already spent or are going to 
spend almost immediately more than 64 lakhs of rupees in gratuitous. relief. 
We also find that it will require 84 lakhs for reconstruction of Publi¢ 
Works Department buildings, whereas those under the Police Department 
will require 44 lakhs for reconstruction or repairs, ¢.e.. more than 8 lakhs of 
rupees will be necessary to reconstruct the Government buildings. Then 
there is one more serious damage which demands our urgent attention. 
It is well-known that most of the schools of varioas grades in the affected 
area used to be housed in kutcha or tin roofed bungalows and these havemot 
been able to withstand the fury of the cyclone, with the result that most of 
these educational institutions are seriously handicapped for want of suitable 
habitation and some of them may even have to close. Unless Government 
step forward and give substantial aid to these institutions, educational aes 
gress in Hastern Bengal may be set back for some time. 


Of the 64 lakhs of rupees for gratuitous relief, we think about 3 laknus’ of 


“ 


ment 


rupees have been raised. by private subscription, leaving 34 lakhs to be de- . 


frayed from the budget estimates of the year. This is only expendituxe so far 
incurred. It appears ‘from the report of the Bengal Relief Fund Commit 


» published in the Amrita Bazar Patrika and the Bengalee, that about 


of the eyclone-stricken péople will 


Rs. 1,45,000 have been spent by them in gratuitous relief in the shape of cash, 

qt rice and cloth. We find that cash, rice and cloth worth Rs. 35 000 
ave been given to Dacca, Rs. 44,000 to Mymengingh, Rs. 14,000 to Faridpur, 

Rs. 7,000 to Barisal, Rs. 2,000 to Comilla, Rs. 3 ,000 to Chandpur, Rs. 8,500 to 


Committee, Rs. 5,000 to the Social Service League Relief Fund, Rs. 5,000 to 


'Jossore and Rs. 6, 500 to Khulna : Rs. 6,500 to the Ramkrishna Mission Reliet : 


the Brahmo Samaj Relief Committee and Rs. 5,000 to the Medical Relief Com- » 


mittee, It also appears that a sum of Rs. 3,210 have been subscribed to the 


fund organized by the Servants ot India Society for the relief ia sen in 


Eastern Bengal. 


I take it that the amount which i my ng cing —— or will be spent for tlie relief 


oubt be. spent from the bere 
estimates of this yearby postponing “had the: Government consider: to be 


necessary items of expenditure. Your Lordsliip must have observed the fight 


that goes on year after year between the non-official members of | 


* and the official i aapsanisheamennd the budget time if ‘the non-officit ieeeros gear 
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Mr. Cumming. 


Se Bisur., ° 
fo divert any money from the budget allotment to any item of expen- 







“7@iture which they consider would go to support a po} 
4a ribute this attitude on the part of Eeareriane to the Oo isk a: : 
are not very flush of money. For four years Government had to postpone spend- 
ing of money on many useful projects. If the necessary items of expenditure 
he not. spent. this year on the several heads for which they are allotted 
but. nt in the cyclone relief work, thé-works will have to be undertaken 
next, from the next. year's budget. But if the money ‘which will be 
necessary for cyclone relief be not entirely borne by your Lordsbip's Govern- 
ment, but if a portion of it at least beborne by the Supreme Government, the 
necessary provincial works may go on, whereas the relief work will not 
suffer. Appeals have gone forth on behalf of the famished people of this 
country to England and-even in the continent of Europe, and those appeals 
were always responded to. There have been ere this meetings in the Mansion 
House under the presidency of the Lord Mayor to relieve thw distressed people 
of this country and moneys have been collected and sent to this country. IN 
_ s@e no reason why your Lordship’s Government should not approach the 
Government of India for some money to aid the afflicted. There may not be 
-any constitutional, \or statutory obligation in such matters on the part of the 
Government of India to give financial aid, as in the case of famine. But I 
venture to submit that the Supreme Government has a sacred duty to step 
after such visitations of nature, and place substantial funds at the disposal 
of the provincial authorities to enable them to meet a situation so tragic and 
so unprecedented. 


Your Lordship was pleased to issue an appeal on the 8rd October on 
behalf of the sufferers from the cyclone in East Bengal. Your Lordship was 
pleased to state that though some time must lapse before it is possible to 
form a complete estimate of the damage done, it is clear from the reports 
which have already reached the Government that distress of a serious nature 

revails in the affected areas. The Government are doing what is possible 
in the way of granting relief; but when the Government have done all that 
is possible with the resources at their disposal there will be still immense 
scope for charitable assistance. Under these circumstances, I have no hesita- 
ion in appealing to all who are in a position to do so to assist their less 
fortunate fellowmen, who, at a time of abnormal economic strain, have had 
their lot rendered still more difficult by this calamitous visitation of nature. 
Your Lordship’s appeal’ has had the desired effect. The public have come 
forward, the mercantile community—both European and Indian—have come 
forward to relieve the people in distress. Why should not the Government 
“of India stretch out their helping hand in this critical time. If there was a 
time when help was necessary it is this. 

~~ One word more and I have done. If your Lordship’s Government asa 
ernment do not think it proper to approach the Government of India fog 

< < let the appeal go forth in the name of the non-official members 


this Council.” 


cAI TD A . 

The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said -— 

af My Lord, it would possibly conduce to the despatch of business in 
this Council if I were to announce at this. stage that Government are 
fe pre red to accept. this resolution as it is worded ; in view of the fact, we I 
“iBall explain later, that Government have. already taken action on the lines 
sted. “The Hon'ble Member's resolution, as 1t een on the seen 
bear one of two interpretations. One might e that in view of t “ 
whieh the Bengal Government are spending in connection wit 


, i f the 
ief, which was an unexpected drain on the. finances © ( 
ion at of stress, the Government of India might be asked to 
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Mr, Cumming, t . ae 
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doné and the suffering caused; the Bengal Government’s contributions 
were not sufficient and that an appeal should be made to the Goyern- ~ 
mént of India to supplement the expenditure of the Bengal Government. As~ 


fdr as I have followed the Hon'ble Member’s speech,—and 1 may say that at — 


advance copy of his speech,—it would appear that he desired to sup 
of these suggestions. Before, however, dealing with what might be ‘ 
the broad finaneial aspect of the resolution, I should like to deal in detail 
with a few of the allegations of fact which the Hon'ble Member has made 
and with some of his statements. Government desire to acknowledge the 
appreciative reference which has been made by him to the work of the officers 


the beginning of this sitting, he.did me the courtesy of handing*te i an 


of Government in connection with the relief that has been instituted. 


As regards the communication of information at the very beginning to 
4#he headquarters of Government, the Hon'ble Member has perhaps overlooked. 
the fact of the breakdown in eommunications. At one time the Commissioner 
of Dacea could only communicate with the headquarters of Government 
through Rangoon. The Hon’ble Member does not seem to be aware of, or has 
overlooked, the fact that from the very moment that information came in 
sufficient quantity and of sufficient importance to the headquarters of Govern- 
ment, an extremely unusual order was given to every District Officer con- 
cerned to spend as much as he thought fit in anticipation of any sanction. 
The Hon’ble Member has also referred to certain reports which have been 
communicated to him or to the press. In this connection I should like to say 
that if any member of the public in his experience finds that there are 
defécts which might be remedied, both Mr. Hart and myself would weleome 
any information; such information should be communieated direct —to 
Mr. Hart who is in administrative control of these operations. * 


Another small point to which the Hon’ble Member has referred is his 
inability to understand why the’ price of jute has lately fallen, which, he 
states, adds another factor to the difficulty of the situation. On that point 
there was an answer to question No. VIII given this morning, the essence 
of which is that it’ is due to-causes entirely outside of, and beyond the control 
of, not only the Bengal Government but Bengal. - 


As regards the subject of medical relief, I can say that in the area where 
it was most required it was given promptly ; and that arrangements are now 
in hand, and haye been in hand, for extending such relief where it is required. 
Ishaye of course no wish—far from it—to minimise the extent of the damage 
that has been done. ~ But here again I think the Hon'ble Member has over- 
looked certain points which, if he were a resident in one of the eastern 
districts, he would have noticed. In the first place, particularly in Mymen-- 
singh, the raiyats themselves have rebuilt their houses very promptly either 
ny their own labour or by helping one another. In the pe place, all over _ 
these districts the Jarger buildings which belonged to people of capital are 
being rebuilt, and have been rebuilt, with surprising rapidity, from which the 
labouring population have received a great deal of advantage. 
in famine times the difficulty is.to create work in return itor het But in this. 
case work was universally open 
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As we know, 
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recoup the Local Government to some extent for this unforeseen- expenditure. ay 4 
Another interpretation might be that in view of the extent of the damage» — 


The Hon'ble Member does not ask that all damages should be made good. — 


He says, however, that the suffering poor—if,] quote him correctly—can. look 
up to Government for food and clothing. _I may say at once that that is 
exactly what the officers of Government are endeavouring to provide bythem-- 
selves or in co-operation with non-official agencies. Throughout the. "ble 
Member's speech I :have- noi heard any ‘reference to any principle which 
governs the eas of relief on an occasion of this me The 

which I can find to such an enunciation of principle is the potin s -A 
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' the Government of India—the supreme Government—have a sac ed duty to 


pase id 
“the 

: financ penditure ; and, secondly, to realise what are the limitations on 

: Snditure by the State from funds contributed by the general taxpayer on 
the relief of distress, whether caused by famine, earthquake, cyclone, storm- 
wave | y other visitation of nature. 


_ Now let me state very shortly what are the financial facts. Govern- 
ment have allotted certain sums which have teen announced in the 
-communiqués published. These sums are paid from the Provincial finances. 
the ‘same time a large sum has been obtained from the Government of 
India for the purpose of loans ; for it should “be understood that, according to 
saa financial arrangements, the Local Government borrows from the 
overnment of India all monies that it gives out in loans, whether to local 
bodies or private individuals. ‘Uhe Government of India have further been 
requested that the expenditure incurred by the Government of Bengal should 
be treated in the same way as expenditure incurred in the relief of famine, 
namely, that three-fourths: of it should be redeemed by tlhe Imperial Govern- 
ment and one-fourth left to the debit of the Local Government. 


- . Then as regards charitable funds, a considerable sum has been locally 
subscribed in all the districts which has been locally expended, practically on 


with any remarks. 
This MC CP all necessary to understand what the facts are regarding the. 


x 








_ perform by stepping in after such a visitation of nature and by placi sub- - 
stan ds at the disposal of the Local Government. Thesa, a Lord, oh 
~fewscomments on certain statements of the Hon'ble Member. I said 
~ however, that L should like to deal with the broader aspect of the question : 
ot gare ly the aspect on which the Hon'ble Member has not favoured - 


zo charity. A- non-official Relief Fund known as the Bengal Relief Fund . 


1as been constituted. In addition, the Cyclone Central Relief Fund was 
inangaaaied under His Excellency's auspices, while there are other private 
charitable organizations which have given their funds and their agonts for its 
istribution. The Government of Bengal have also allotted certain sums 
m the income of charitable endowments, of which the Local Government 


is the trustee ; and Government have also asked for a grant from tho Indian , 


Peoples Famine Trust. Finally, the publie have been informed that the 
distribution of all the non-official charitable funds has been so worked out as 

to prevent, as far as possible, mutual overlapping or overlapping withthe 
money spent by Government on charitable relief. These, my. Lord, are 
8 'y the facts regarding the financial aspect of the question. 


-. The second point is very important, namely, the necessity for an , 


appreciation of the limitations on the expenditure by Government: of 
money belonging to the State; and here we must bave recourse to 
-principles. Let us,in the first place examine whether the relief of distress 
occasioned by a natural calamity is covered by any of the objects for 
which civilised states are maintained. We have the authority of John Stuart 
Mill that Government miay take upon itself anything really important to the 

oe interest ; and we have a long-range of authorities from Hobbs and 
Bentham down to President Wilson of the present day for the proposition 
that one of the ministrant duties of the State is the care of the destitute.- If 
these propositions be accepted, it has, in the second place, to be 
sidered what limitations there are on such éxpenditure; namely, on the 
nditu of State funds for the ~relief of distress. Here we are 
ing yeith the position in India. Fortunately, the whole question of 
the “fotivitation ‘of expenditure on the relief of distress _ between 

fate funds and private funds has been more clearly enunciated in 
iia than in any western country. For an examination of that principle we 
- go further back than 1878, when in the correspondence between the 
nt of Lord Lytton and the Secretary of State, who was then Lord 
ok, it was stated that Government ig responsible, as far as may be 
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practicable, for the saving of life-by all available means in its powe 
same principle had been enunciated previously in Great Britain in th 7 
- that every civilised society finds it necessary. to provide that no, person shall — 
perish for want of the bare necessaries of existence. Al’the same time, 
English authorities laid down a clear distinclion between State relief and 
private charity. This principle was re-stated at the time of thewgreat 1896-97 
famine by the Government of India in the following words :— 





“As we have said, we accept as our own the responsibility for : 
life. But life once secured, our responsibility to the afflicted ceases an 
our responsibility to the tax-paying public begins.’” “ae. 


The Government of ‘India in 1896. prepared a statement of the objects, 
hich private funds, as distinguished from State funds, might be applied. 
was declared that there was ample scope for the exercise of private 
charity in supplementing the operations of Government in» mitigating 
suffering and in relieving distress which fell short of absolute destitution. 
Four main objects were enunciated on which private contributions might - 
usefully be expended ; first, in supplementing the subsistence ration provided 
by public funds ; secondly, in provision for the maintenance of orphans ; 
thirdly, for the relief of ‘the middle class poor ; and fourthly, for giving a 
fresh start to those who have lost their all. When the IndiansFamine 
Charitable Relief Fund was constituted on three occasions within recent 
times after the 1896 famine, after the 1899 famine, and after the 1909 famine, 
a statement of these objects. on which private contribution might legitimately, 
» be expended, was accepted by those who. were responsible on each occasi 
for this relief fund: In. more recent times, on the occasion of the floods in 


» the Burdwan Division in 1913, this delimitation of ‘the spheres of public. 


-and private relief was recapitulated. In connection with the gpenin 
of the relief fund which was then constituted, Lord Carmichael | 
that it was the duty of Government to preserve life by giving a maintenance 
to the destitute ; hut that Government. had a duty to those whose mon@y 
spends ; and that Government would not undertake to replace actual losses. 
The! Hon’ble Mr. Lyon on the same, occasion said that Government as 
guardian of the public purse was subject to rules which prevented it from 


"a yielding to charitable impulses when dealing with the money of the taxpayer. 


. Ina further subsequent communication to the Commitee of the Fund’ 
the Bengal Government of that day made a declaration of principlé in the 


following terms : that gratuitous relief was for the relief of immediate 


personal distress due to want of food, temporary shelter and medical help : 
but that Government could not undertake to restore houses, or supply seed or 
‘cattle gratuitously, though assistance might be given in these respects by 
means of agricultural loans. And, finally, in making the appeal to private 
*benevolence in connection with the recent cyclone, on the 3rd October last, 


"His Excellency declared that when Government had done all that was 


possible with the resources at their disposal there would still be immense 
scope for charitable assistance. ats 


* < > euatiey 
~The Hon'ble Mover has given to the Council his estimate of the total 
loss to property caused by the cyclone. I should like to say at once that such 
estimates were placed in my hands very early in-the course of the relief 
operations. They had been prepared. very ed on imperfect information 
by sub-inspectors of pdlice-stations: ; snd avi ed them as utterly unreli- 
able. At the same time, if, by any hypothesis, these poke ‘might. be 


considered.as accurate, Government in its capacity as custodian of the - public: 


' purse, has never undertaken and cannot onieae responsibility to replace 
‘ rue that the » 


actual losses or to meet the cost of renpite of all. es. It is tr 
Hon'ble Member did state that he did not ask for so much ; but nevertheless — 
the whole-purport of his arguments was that a pede deal more 's r 
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Mr, Cumming. Me, - 
ale 


‘ds “ev pa of losses. It is, my Lord, not only a question of ** 
bility of the State, but a question of the pauperization of the people. 
the Hon’ble-Member seems to be labouring under the misapprehension 
‘Btate relief is charity. This isa fallacy ; State relief within its proper 
hot Charity, it is an obligation on the State. Indeed as regards the 
ief of distress in India-on the occasion of a famine there is one thing that can 
ai ‘One eminent authority has said 1t,—namely, that the State relief of 


be said, 
; thts ‘India, if properly organized, does not demoralize the peoplé.* It is 
of 



















hi te clear that there has been a definite principle and a consistent appli- 
~ eation of that principle in the policy adopted by the Government of India and 
by Logal Governments in doaling with the relief of distress after a natural 
. li is true that such a principle was first enunciated in connection 
with ess due to famine ; and that the circumstances of distress due.to 
aeyclone or a sithilar Galamity are somewhat different. Granted: it is of ool 
the fact that at one and the same time practically the whole population in the a 
vea affectéd by storm is afflicted ; and this justifies a liberal interpretation, 
ciple of saving life. Government and _ its officers have ot this 
occasion interpreted that principle in a liberal way. The methods ordinarily 
adopted in the case of famine for giving reliof in return of work of some kind 
are not specially applicable to the present position ; for this reason on’ the 
present_occasion, apart from purely charitable relief for the helpless, a great 
; Soriotitt the Government relief has been in the form of the sale of clot or 
of rice at cheap rates in areas where cloths were wanting. or where the 
-tice-supplies have been damaged or destroyed. Where the assistance is 
given in the form of zratuitous relief to those who are not absolutely helpless, 
_ then the relief trenches on the jurisdiction of that which is debitable to 
private benevolence. After a reasonable lapse of time, when immediate _ 
- and almost universal distress has been temporarily relieved, it is right that 
e standard principle should obtain ; and that the obligation of Government 
ould then bedimited tothe grant of gratuitous relief in the shape of money 
sloth, or grain to widows, orphans and people without resources or to people 
able of doing any work either through age or infirmity, and to the 
t of loans to those. who have resources. The subscriptions. which have 
~been contributed by the various relief funds are being utilized either to 
supplement what is given by Government or as grants to those persons. » 
who do not come within the strict category of those who accoeing 
to this long-standing policy are the suitable recipients of relief from tl . 
‘State. T may state here that the=principles which ] have now enapciete 
re d by me before the Executive Committee of the Central Cye me 
ef Fund, on which thore are representatives of four of the wets 
_ organizations ; that these principles were accepted by that Comuanittonass as 
‘that a Memorandum which I had prepared on the subject has been widely ; 
-eireulated amongst those interested. a > 
SIRE explained at some length, my Lord, the matter of the jurisdic™ 
tio oc relict, as it is clear that there is some apleapprobeng Oe ity oe 
~ swbject. Before I conclude, may apes cb iaaeto ite fo 
‘ment nent ne compatibly with these principles wh : 
ana Lieve ee to v ubject to these principles Communes meets 
‘clear conscience that they have done what is right both towards 
ara towards the tax-payer. First of oll, 1,50,000 maunds og 
= “cost of 9 lakhs of rupees. The prime object o 
Baits «cheap iestet sale and not to dienes ohare But = be 
Sea i ‘gi way as gratuitou 
Bree doomed 7, 500 baled af cloth, valued at ¢lakhe of Sortie pate 
Dee ’ , ‘ Se * istribute ratul ie 
a needa uthct + nana eae A fie obtained 
s bale veal eine as coeckinn requirements of ian cattle and rehousing 
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Resolutions. «— 
Mr. Meares *Babu iS. N. Ray ; Maiilvi Abul Kain. 


“ea the case of agriculturists ; and, fourthly, more than one lakh of r 
been given in cash for direct gratuitous relief from Government. ‘I 
short statement of the financial position at the present moment. oe 

The Hon'ble Member while Seca specific sam of has also: 
suggested in his resolution an indefinite alternative-—namely, Whatever sum 
may be thought necessary. I-stated at the beginning of my remarks that 
Government would be able to accept the resolution as it is w because 
Gover ment have already taken action on the same lines; and I iow 
that, 1¢ understanding that the actual amount is at the discretion 0 
Ben ernment, and also in view of the fact that the Bengal Gov mn ent 
have sieady taken actiotf by obtaining loans from the’ Government idia, 
and by asking the Government of India to recoup the Bengal Gove! rolag a 
considerable portion of the expenditure incurred and that they have th 

dy carried out the literal terms of the resolution, Government are pas 5 
ie red to accept it. But I must emphasise that this acceptance is tingent 
on the understanding to which I have referred. Government cann uish 
the pritciple and the policy which I have endeavoured to onild to the 

Council.” eS 


The Hon’bie Mr. Meares said :— ¥ 


“My Lord, I do not think the Hon'ble Mover can be fully awareof the 
conditions as they now-are in the affected‘areas. As is nearly always the» 
case in distress of this description itis immediate relief that is most needed. 
Prolonged; relief for several weeks or months should* only be necessar: 
in the more acute cases, and such cases can only. bear a very atialt 
proportion to the whole. The immediate extreme distress following on the 
cyclone was removed by the very prompt action taken by the teal 
ment in distributing the necessities of life, and these steps have undou 
played by far the most important part.of any relief work that hai 
done. L-was at Narayanganj at the time ofthe cyclone and have been thers 
ever Since, so have had every opportunity of studying conditions at 
hand, The standing crops suffered comparatively little; in fact the 
crops;have benefited by the heavy rain; houses have been pred | 
and work generally is now going on normally. I am not saying that. 
“there are no cases requiring further relief. There are the widows and 
orphans of those who were drowned during the cyclone who will require help 
for some time, and these are the more acute cases a have mentioned. he. 
work of general relief, however, which has now been going on for some time 
should now be sufficient to meet the case of the majority, and large ad ditional 
fands can hardly be necessaty. Besides the help rendered by asa 
large Subscriptions haye been collected, and the position now is such that 
~ part-of these subscriptions might. very ‘well be year to meet the more — 
© agent and prolonged cases where it is necessary.” | 


The Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath. Ray said :— 


“My Lord, I am very much obliged to Your Exallony’s Goverment 
_ for thet accepted the resolution, That is all T have got to ws , 


The motion was then put and agreed to, ais ar At 
LIST OF eaten gear ced No. 9. 


soa" ame Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq being’ err the Hon'ble Maulvi 
oved the following resolution on his behalf 

This Council recommends to the Govetnor “in Connell that the opiate 
attached to the offices = the Director of Public Instruction and pa be rss 
General of Police be on the same footing ae tl and 
as the typists in the Bese Seocnieeat: ; i soso 
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ieee. 3 feiiaaiior baring considered a question of such great importance as” 
~ the relief of distress caused by ty a eycloné in Baatern Bengal 1 feel a 
lit ® diffidence in taking up suc! a trivial ‘matter as the pay of a few typists 
in Government offices. But the absence of my Hon'ble friend, Maulvi Fazl- 
—ul-Hagq, has thrown this responsibility oa me, and I think that igh 







resolution be unimportant. and the number of people affected by it s the 
question iscertainly deserving of consideration. In March 1918, my Hon'ble 
frien Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, moved a resolution in this 
Counce hat the pay of the typists inthe Bengal Secretariat should. be raised 
toa umform grade of Rs. 40 to Rs, 100 by annual increments of Rs, 5. 
~ This resolution was accepted on behalf of the Government by the Hon'ble 
Mr. Donald with certain modifications, We are glad to find that effect has” 
been giyen to that so far as the typists in the Secretariat are concerned. But, | 
-fesblution itself says, this was not done at least in the offives of the * 
of Of Public Instruction and the Inspector-General of Police, where the 
ised to enjoy the same pay and had the same prospects as typists in 
. the Secretariat... Their case was not considered, and in reply to a question 
be ~ | my friend, the Hon'ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq, he was told by the Hon’ble 
r. that Government were not considering the proposal of raising the 
pay of the typists in the heads of departments to a uniform grade with those 
_ of the Secretariat, and it was added that there was always a difference in pay 
between the clerks serving-in the Secretariat and those serving under heads 
of departments. It may be that the clerks in the Secretariat are differently. 
treated from the clerks in the office of the heads of departments—as a matter 
of fact, in mufassal offices they are treated much woxse—but the case of the 
typistinie. quite different. They were on the same pay as the Secretariat typists 
and 0 they have a very just grievance in this matter. Till 1906 I am told the 
typists were in the general cadre of clerks in the office of the Director of 
Public Instruction ; it was then under the Hon'ble Sir Archdale Earle. He 
suggested that there should be a separate cadro for typists in his office and 
that was accepted by Government. On the recommendation of Mr. Kiichler 
the pay of the typists in the office of the Director of Public Instruction was 
fixed on the same ‘basis as that of the typists of the Bengal Secretariat, viz., ’ 
Rs, 30—50 in one grade, and Rs. 50 to Rs. 70 in another. There the matter 
rested and there was no changoe in their position, The typists of the Bengal 
- Secretariat brought their position to the notice of Your Excellency’s Govern- 
“ment through the Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, and 
ae prospects were improved, but the typists in the office of the Director of 
- Public Instruction remained in the same position in whiclt they werefeven: 
- in these days of high prices when they find it difficult to make both ends 
meet. ‘This class of typist does not belong to the general office cadre, and 
they do not enjoy the chances of promotion which are open to other clerks jy 
ane pared f 







tion. The Hon'ble Mr. Donald, while speaking on’ the resolution of the 
- Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, said that no difference should 
“be made between typists; they do the same class of work, the work of 
- copyists, and as soon as they show a suflicient amount of efficiency, they 
should all be treated in the same manner. 1. think that dictum applies equally 
to the typists serving in the Secretariat, as well as under the Heads of - 
Departments. In this case I think I have official support. Mot ged rorst 
the Director of Public Instruction, moved in the matter and reco! 
» in his office—there are six or seven typists altogether—should be 
1@ same cadre as the typists in the Secretariat, and I think Your 
y's Government will consider it worth while to give them the 
ch y deserve,” 4. 


4 







y form a cadre by themselves, therefore their position deserves considera- ~ 
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“The Hontble Sir Henry Wheeler said -— feo 


“My Lord, the Hon'ble ‘Meniber has. himself saan that a a : 
trivial and unimportant resolution; and personally, 1 ‘venture: to th 
pity that our clerks, when they’ wish to secure an chhotetens ofa tee: 
rupees, should get into the brabit, instead of going to the departmental. heads 
who know what the facts are, of running to members of the Legislative — 
Couneifand enlisting their support for the public ventilation of these ee ‘ 
in angaligust body like Your Excellency’s Council. This august body 
in such a good position as the Seeretariat to say whether a clerk's salary 
should be one or two rupees higher than it is. Another incidental fiiculty 
in which bo ble Members involve themselvés by létting their kindlier feel- 
perhaps run, away with them, is that they are not acquainted with the 
iat facts, and they do not put their resolutions in a complete form. If the 
. object of this resolution is to place all the headquarters offices in Caleutta in 
which a special grade of typists is employed on the same footing © ‘as the 
Secretariat in the matter of their pay, then the resolution is not complete in 
merely mentioning the offices of the Director of Public Instruction and the 
Inspector-General of Police, because it should also include the offices of the 
Board of Revenue and the Collector of Customs. I merely mention this in 
illustration of the difficulties which I apprehend are characteristic of this 
type of resolution. ‘The actual point is, whether in pluce of two grades of 
Rs. 30 to Rs. 50 and Rs. 50 to Rs. 70 for typists specially employed as such, we 
should givea pay of Rs. 40 rising by annual increnpnts to Rs. 80. It is a 
trifling matter of a few rupees, and the Hon'ble ember apparently thinks. 
that, Situs $ it is small, we should agree to it. But we do attach importance 
“to the principle, which-is not only characteristic of typists but of other grades, 
that in the Secretariat “we pay slightly higher-than in the offices of heads of 
departments. It is a principle of long standing and it works in the sense 
that we do get men on the scale of pay.offered who can be entrusted to do 
their work efficiently, Although it is merely amatter of a few rupees, it is 
relevant that on the pay we offer we can get men, and we are not off ring 
them a pay below the market rate. Tt is obviously easy to say that because a 
man is doing the same sort of work on this side of the street, he should be 
paid the same as a man doing similar work on.the other side of the.street. 
But. itis tlhe casethat the work of the Secretariat is more responsible. more. 
open to public criticism and attracts more public attention ; therefore we give 
a trifle more 80 as to try to get the cream of the market ; whether we suoceed or 
not,, is anéther matter. Candidates being forthcoming under these conditions, 
“e ‘do not. Propose to accept this resolution, Ihave several times mentioned. 
o aeth Council, and I will mention it agaiu to-day, that our financial position 
is anything but satisfactory, and that fact will be brought foreibly to the 
attention of Hon'ble Members, if, as proposed very shortly, we have the 
‘Financial Relations Committee sitting to. decide the future relationship 
«between the provinces and the Government of India. Tt will then be brought 
home to Hon'ble Members that the financial position of the ew of = 
Bengal is by no means what we. would Be to see it in view esi 
urgent calls upon us, and pe in so far as this is not an aig ame 
not think we should accept it 3 


The Hon’ble Miautvi Abul Kasom said :— 


“My Lord, I got this resolution as al Stes my How ie od 
I am not red to press it after what has en from Sir’ He ‘ 
Before I withdraw it, however, | would like to submit in| 
Sir Henry Wheeler has been. pleased to observe that there: has Pei a diff 
ence in the pay of the Secretariat clerk and the clerk in the - offic x) 
Heads of Departments. But so far as the typists are nce 19 
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ncil recommends to th Governor i in Council that cane he taken. 
x the: Foraker re-excavation, renewal or reconstruction — 
gay ae that ia logialetions in this connection 
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resolution which, i in my ‘ani 0 
that which we discussed a | if inion iL hia ot ae 
uks greatly a pe ersten ape conditions in this country, and as — 
meet of the people of this count ty, Lthink its importance 
ad, at rds. the question of re-excavation of irriga- 
1 may say the initiative i in this matter was | 
y is aware that the ini was taken by 
sah otros whose services, we have lost—which 
has gone on leave, He did much good and solid, 
1 elasses and his interest in their i prompted 
pas ‘subject of irrigation tanks to the Government, 
should take ps in this matter ;he did the-the, : 
ome heryeneie etter, and I accordingly felt it my duty 
this paint in order to draw the special atten-: 
clon «Government to this question. The resolution is _ 
the whole of bat I will only: speak with refer- 
‘om which I-come. in Burdwan and the neighbouring — 
kura anda portion of Hooghly-Chinsurah where. we — 
nber of irrigation ‘tanks, the majority of whi¢h have. 
ed up. The question is, can we re-excavate them ? 
® no: comp t * nape zami ne 
yats on fixed rent. They in 
on the borders of t ae cenceneee be tha 
ves or let it/out for cultivation as paddy land ~ 
ay have no interest in re-excavating or 
e matter, they will not 
Hion tanks are in a 
a very ‘large extent. Last year, iy 
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SMe, Cumming 


anaes in ordet and therefore save this crop: from dying out. As 
the question have been given in Mr. Birley's letter to Your Exce 
ernment, I think it will not serve any good to recapitulate them. 
Your Excellency’ 8 Government to'take steps in the matter so that” 
in my part of the Province may flourish:and improve as it ought to, 80° 
may not entirely depend on nature for our agriculture. Of course wher 
is a complete failure of rain, there will be no crops and famine—that we under- 
stand—but for the simple failure of one rainy season if the crops die out, thi 
is a matter of regret and misfortune, and steps should be taken to avoid 
My Lord, various suggestions have bee made, that under the Vill Self- 
Gaeverntient Act the village boards are. given authority to take loansfor — 
re-excavating these tanks and recoup the same by taxing the people. whose 
lands will be irrigated by these tanks, and It eink the raiyats, as far ar Ihave — 
been able to ascertain, and so far as the officials are sn 0p Meher will also — 

agree in the matter. They will gladly pay up to make up the interest and — 
sinking fund.on the loans that may be necessary: They will gladly do it, if 

it can be done in two or three years, and they are oily too anxious that it 


_ should bedone. If they have not moved in the matter, it, is because - “they 


- ap Bis question of th hepato of irrigation tanks. 


i re-exc vation ™ 
_ | consi lerati hake trench ate Laatiead 
ana Hence teens me 1 1 , 


ME 8. Datt, bas the District Agricultural Association aye 


could not, and it remains to the credit of Mr. Birley, and I hope that his, Ny che eed 
in this measure will meet with success.’ 


/ $1) i ‘ ahs ix ~ 
The Hon'ble Mr. Cumming said :— f We Tee 
“My Lord, in this case also ‘Govefnment ‘ard pipetted to accept the 
resolution on’ the ground that action already been taken on the lines’ 
ed by the Hon'ble Member. vernment have indeed taken action 


in two ways. Government have taken action in the first place in: different 


departments without the aid of legislation ; and in the second plaée Govern- 
ment have initiated legislation for this very object, namely, the improvement 
or re-excavation of irrigation tanks in Bengal. I shall take up the ans em of 
legislation first. In March of this year the Government of Bengal 

a Committee to consider the whole question of legislation for eile sano 


“agricultural improvements, for the reasor that the existing acts were un- © 


suitable. The application of the Embankment Act was too limited ; the 
procedure of the Drainage Act was too eumbrous ; and the. Sanitary Drainage 
Act was not applicable to purely agricultural projects. This ‘Commi thee was 
well constituted : it had representatives of four district boards who were 
interested in the matter under discussion. The Committee stir submitted 
their report ancl a draft Bill was prepared, the intention of ‘which fet to. 
consolidate the existing legislation aud to correct the lack of elasticity \ pire . 
was the main fault.of the present law. This Bill is designed to nate? 
oe and small schemes. Amongst the latter will be those to ni tag 
Hon'ble Member has drawn attention. It has already been otbunitbed at ‘ 
Government of India; and it will, I trust, if enacted, achieve the objec 
which the Hon'ble Member has in view. In the next place, Governmen iu 
have already ‘taken action without the aid of legislation. This actir 
been confined, as is natural, to the Burdwan Division, the interests | 
the re Member represents in this Comat i shall take i in’ 
istricts. pathos 
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area ; and more suc. 
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— « Resolutions. 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


eee) by : 
| 62 reservoirs were re-excavated ; and during the present distress, 25 more 
_ such irrigation tanks have been similarly treated. "Both the Commissioner 
iS of Burdwan. and myself can’bear testimony to the incalculable benefit which 
the raiyats have derived from this work which has been accomplished through 
~ famine labour.” Apart from that, the Director of Agriculture is giving his 
_ attention to the promotion of irrigation in this district ; and the Co-operative 
| Department .is endeavouring to solve the water-supply problem by the 
| formation of co-operative societies. The Hon’ble Member has also mentioned 
_ eerbain proposals submitted by Mr. Birley, the District. Officer of Burdwan. 
_ These proposals have been received by Government and have been con- 
‘sidered. One of -his suggestions ‘is the same as that mentioned in the 
‘ease of Bankura, namely, tlre constitution of co-operative irrigation societies. — 
_ The other points mentione 1 by him are of a somewhat technical nature ; but 
__ they have been and will be further considered. 


‘¥ 


~ Tshould like to point out to the Hon’ble Member in this connection that 
while the Agricultural Department, the Co-operative Department and the 
~ Public Works Department can give advice and counsel, and while it is hoped 
_ that this new legislation, if it materializes, may correct many of the existing 
defects of prosedure, yet work of this description, namely minor irrigation, 
is emphatically within the domain of private effort. Government therefore 
' eonsider that the most practical. line of advance for the object which the 
Hon’ble Member has in view, is through branch agricultural associations and 
through co-operative societies which may take up individual sehemes. I 
repeat that Government accept the resolution ; but would emphasise the 
roposition that if any genuine istances of self-help in the construction of 
irrigation reservoirs come tothe notice of Government, such genuine instances ~ 
_of self-help are most likely to receive the assistance of Government.’ 


* 


- “The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :— 


“My Lord, I have come to the Council to support this resolution of my 
fearned friend, but 1 see that the Hon'ble Mr. Cumming has accepted the 
resolution. Allow me, therefore, my Lord, to say that the raiyats of the 
Burdwan Division are very grateful to your Excellency’s Government for steps 
having already been taken in the direction which the resolution ‘emphasises. - 

|. My Lord, when the Bengal Village Self-Government Act was passed we thought 
of this matter, and we thought at that time that the provisions of section 30 
- ofthe Act would meet the point which has been raised by my learned friend. 
_ But I find to my disappointment that although a district is now a net work 
of unions, they are unable to take up the irrigation work which is the subject 
; tal of consideration by Your Excellency’s Government to-day. Under 
he provisions of section 30 of the Act, Union Committees have authdrity to 
"excavate, re-excavate or repair tanks, and under the provisions of section 45 
| of that Act grants-in-aid are given to Union Boards by District Boards, but 
| ‘the money of the district board cannot be spared largely in this direction. 
# Supposing in a district there are 140 unions, what amount of money can be 
otted to the union boards, if a difficulty arises as to how to meet the 
tion tanks. sete. sit Mia'ROR 9 
Tam very glad to hear to-day that legislation on the subject of improving 
tion tanks: is going to materialise and for this I.beg to express my 
il f to the Hon’ble Mr. Cumming and to Your’ Excellency's. 
me subject is more important than the improvement of 
on tanks. If these tanks are improved and repaired, I am sure 
there will be ‘less scarcity than what we are now going to face, Iv is 
sary th: private nindars should come forward and co-operate with 
iat bak tis difficulty ie ‘thal these zamindars are mostly absentec » 
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Maulvi, Abul Kase... Seth Soh 


landlords and. consequently the improvement of irrigation is neglected, . | 
Lordship, may perhaps be aware that in many parts of the Tet 
Burdwan and Hooghly the irrigation tanks haye silted up. We fin 

Civil Courts are flooded. with law suits as'to the right of prescription in pase 
use of the water of the tanks. The result is that the tanks are uot improy 


_and they are allowed to run into a very bad condition and consequently. i 


cannot be available from these tanks. Therefore’ it is a pleasure to us. to-day — 
to heat that Meg ap is going to materialise on this subject. If this is done ‘ 
earlier, so much the better for us, especially for the agriculturists. apne 


With these few observations, | support the resolution.” oe 


. 


The Hon'ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said :— iar : 


“My Lord, I am very grateful to Your's Excellency’s Eosteminaade and to 
the Hon'ble Member i in charge for the very sympathetic reply he has given 
and for having accepted the resolution, I quite agree with him that in the 
matter of iinor irrigation the principle of self-help should exist and thet we 
ought: to work it out ourselves. a 


Reference has been made to the network of organization in the distriet 
of Birbhum for agricultural improvements ; and I, my Lord, here gratefully. 
acknowledge tlie good services rendered ‘by ‘Mr. Dutt, the Collector of the 
District, for the improvement of agriculture and for his activities in many 
other directions. e has done many things there, and if these agri-~ 


- cultural tanks have been re-excavated it is to a very large extent due to the 


energy and deyotion to duty exhibited by Mr. Dutt himself. I am sure that ~ 
if Mr. Birley had been in Burdwan for some time longer, we would have 
all our Secapleints removed. But that is not to be so, In this case, my 
Lord, as I began by saying that the interest of the owners of tanks liesin 
the fact that if these tanks are allowed to silt up they can be let out for 


cultivation, and we have to take note of that. In the matter of irrigation 


tanks, as in all other matters, we must take note of human puture as it is. 
Nobody is going to spend money or allow anything to be’ done which 
interferes. with his own personal and pecuniary interests. So we want legis- 


' lation so that irrigation tanks may be re-excavated, although the owner may 


not like it or may object to it. However, as Government have already takeir 
action in the matter, I can. only say that we are deeply grateful to: Govern- 
ment; and in this matter we can safely congratulate ourselves that the 


usual delay, which takes place in Governinent. offices in taking action on 


“ My, Lord, it shail 3 ats at that, 1 i ee 
< say almaes th he iene eno this, arate es at the 


suggestions made, has not taken bine, and the matter has been expedited as 
much as possible,’ Sat bigs wy 


‘The motion was put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 11. “ ht 
The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved the following resolution. :-— a ela 


“aint 


_ yi /Mhie Couneil zecommends to the Governor. in Couneil that: the, niin of, 
the Burdwan Municipality be removed from the First, Schedule. to. the ‘Bengal * 7 
Municipal. Act, 1884, at an only soit : Pye 


Hevedid — * i 4 
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| and my wishes did not meet with the approval of Gov- 
Ll have better lack on the present pidesihes': The Burdwan 
) was ed in October 1918, and under the orders of super- 
At was restored to a body ot, Municipal Commissioners in October 1919. 
meantime Government were pleased to put the name of the 
So yas spt dom the First Schedule by which the ratepayers and fhe 
of Burdwan lost the right of electing their own representatives on 
lunicipal Board, and I submit, my Lord, that there was no justification 
priving them of their rights. Trueat isthat fault was found with the 
of Municipal Commissioners who had the charge of the municipality in 
918 and that they had not worked satisfactorily. That is a question on 
_ which it will serve no useful purpose to dilate now. But neither in the 
vernment resolution superseding the earicipality nor from any other facts 
is it been proved that the rate-payers of Burdwan have failed to discharge 
their duty for which they ought to be disenfranchised. The Burdwan 
q sae rm fear been in existence for a very longtime, and I remember, my 
word, that only very recently it was recognised as one of the best managed 
municipalities in the province. When the Government of Bengal thought it 
to give some little freedom to‘some of the selected municipalities in the 
‘er of the preparation of their budget, Burdwan was one of the three 
ities in Bengal chosen to exercise that power and that liberty. 





























aw, that freedom has been granted to almost all, the municipa- 
lities, and whenever there was an occasion to give a place of honour or 
ae advan to any of the municipalities, Burdwan was at least’ 

-one of those selected for the purpose. [ might mention that during the 
“Guonation ot His late Majesty King Edward VII, of all the mufassal 
aunicipalities only two in Bengal, viz., Cossipore-Chitpur and Burdwan, were 

_ the privilege of sending an .address to the Government of India, 

} had in the Government resolutions good words said about us, All 
adden, Sir, because a particalar body of Municipal Corimissioners 
in their duty, are we the citizens of Burdwan to suffer for that? 
has been no case made out to show that the rate-payers ever deli- 
elected bad men or they could not exercise their franchise or they did 
y. It is a fact that the previous generation exercised the franchise 
lit to themselves and with advantage. Simply because once a parti- 
two or some voters here and there acted unwisely and by fluke 
men or say a majority of them got in who ought not to have been 
no reason to disenfranchise the whole body of citizens. 
oose their officers very carefully, but it has been found that 
ent officials holding positions of responsibility and trust have- 
id they have been dismissed from the service and com- 

sat over Poach, But for that reason has it ever heen suggested 
authority . which employed them was to blame? It was only an 
gment or a e which.they could not anticipate or foresee. 
is the case e people of Burdwan, Even if they chose represen- 
“were not rving of their trust, they ought to haye been given 

nity to show whether they could reform. — if \ 






last occasion, #o on the prese nt, Lbeg to say that it was the 
if not the misconduct, of the Taniepal Commissioners which 
of Burdwan to form and establish a Rate-payers’ Associa~ 
nd it was ‘started only 







e elections which were then coming on. 
- the authorities of that association Pe 


d:on the Burdwan Municipality be withdrawn, I. 


i 


on the eve of the supersession. — | 
watch over the conduct of the Municipal - 
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_ roads were bad, drains were flushed, 






| Resolutions. 
“Maulvi Abul Kasem. 
not given an opportunity to show their work or to exercise their influence 
over the voters and rate-payers of Burdwan. “The result is that we have now — 
got a body of Municipal Commissioners entirely appointed hy Government. — 
It may be said that on consideration of the report of the gentlemen who sat 38 
as Commissioners to inquire into the affairs of the Burdwan Municipality it 
hag been thought desirable to put it in the schedule, but’ what can those 
Commissioners say? ‘They can only say that some of the Commissioners were 
guilty of gross misconduct. That may be so, but that does not show that the — 
rate-payers or voters of Burdwan are not fit to exercise their franchise: By _ 
examining the records of the Municipal office it cannot possibly be said that _ 
the rate-payers are unfit. Besides that, though I think the rate-payers may 
have been a little neglectful in the past they are more active in the present _ 
day, and they ought'to be given the right of choosing their own representatives. 
One of the reasons at least which was given to-us by Mr. Birley, the Collector, — 
was that they could not allow us to exercise the franchise becanse no list. of 
voters was ready on the day dn which it was to be handed over tothe Com- — 
missioner. Of course, that was not the only reason, but that was one of the 
reasons. If the voters’ list was not ready, was it the fault of the rate-payers — 
or was it the fault of the Officer-in-charge of the Municipal office? Tt was _ 
ready in the case of the Hooghly-Chinsura Municipality.. Why was it not ready 
for the Municipality) of Burdwan? Evenifthe Government decided to put 
the Municipality in the First Schedule as they have done, at least the officers in — 
charge of the Burdwan Municipality could not anticipate Government orders 
and they ought to have got the voters’ list ready before the Government orders 
were passed putting the Burdwan Municipality in the First Schedule, but that 
was not done. Besides that, my Lord, there are Mr, Birley’s recommendations 
about nomination which were made after consulting all available agencies in 
Burdwan. I gratefully acknowledge that so far as the Muhammadans of my 
‘town are concerned, we are.inthe best possible position to-day than we can 
ever be under the system of election. But at the same time, in spite of na 
fact that we are enjoying a very good ‘position to-day and we have some of | 
our best men on the Municipal Board, we feel the indignity suffered by my 
fellow-citizens and we resent the humiliation before other municipal towns — 
of this Presidency which we suffer for no fault of ours. It is true that — 
Mi. Birley consulted the Rate-payers’ Association, the Peoples’ Association — 
and the Bar Association, and it was on the recommendation of these associa- — 
tions and’ public bodies that the present board has been formed. Naturally, it 
the rate-payers -were given a chance of election it is 10 to 1 that a very Ld 
majority of these very men would be elected. Therefore, so far as th 
personnel is concerned there is very little difference between the electec ac 5 
- the nominated Board, so far.as Mr. Birley’s nominations But unl pas the. 
name of the Burdwan Municipality is removed from the First Schedule, 
we anticipate that Mr. Birley will no longer be the Collector of Burdwan and 
the next Collector may have different ideas about nominations and may choose 
a lot of Municipal Commissioners who may not enjoy the confidence of the 
people, So far, therefore, as this particular Board is concerned, I have 
nothing to say abont it. But I think it iv due to the rate-payers of Burdwan 
that they should have the right of choosing their Municipal Commissioners — 
and whether these very men are returned or not, the rate-payers ought to | 
know that the Municipal Commissioners look upon them as their masters and — 
task-masters and not that they should depend on the District Magistrate for _ 
be ie Be “ 
brought’ against that munici 


" | 
ay 













their appointment or seat on the Municipal Board, — i 


ait Lie w sot tre er 
My Lord, a good deal has been said about the Burdwan. Manicipalit; 

and I know its faults and defects more thananybody else, But at the sam 
time I submit that the charges | nunicipality tha “4 


reek 


nity but may I ask whether duting the year in which the overnm 
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ie Maulwi Abul Kasem. 
sharge, has there been any appreciable improvements in any of these 
2 The roads, I beg to submit my icl--ana? challenge pcastenddirtsc 
worse than they were in the hands of the old Municipal Commissioners, 
| the days of the old Municipal Commissioners there were no arrange- 
for flushing the drains they were at least cleansed once a week, but 
the period it was in one of this new body it was never cleansed 
r 12 months. Water used to be wasted with impunity indeed, but 
has there been any prevention beyond the fact that a heavy loan has , been 
_ contracted with the object of putting up meters and to have a fresh engine 
oe saple the water-supply, but this could be done by any public body—it 
_ neither requires wisdom nor much energy. In regard to the waste of water 
_ in public taps. The only measure that I noticed was taken by the. officer in 
| charge of the Municipality was that whenever a silly woman was found 
keeping the tap open the tap was removed altogether and the supply was- 
stopped. This matter was brought to the notice of the Commissioner and 
_ under his orders that tap was replaced after three months. This happened 
ata place which was largely inbabited by bustee people. Therefore, T say 

‘that there has been absolutely no improvement at all. 


As regards finances, my Lord, the accounts have been kept very 

_ efficiently so far as the papérs go. But the first examination of the account 

books has compelled the Chairman of the new Municipality to write to the 
Examiner of Local Accounts to send a special auditor to go through and 
examine the papers and as the result of the first examination we find that 

_ there has been a misappropriation and defalcation, and wé are going to con- 
sider the whole question again. So, my Lord, after all, the old Municipal 
“Commissioners were bad enough but they were not much worse than those 

who have been put in charge of the Municipality by the Government. ' 


_._. Before I sit-down, [ beg to submit one special grievance of the citizens 
of Burdwan regarding assessment. On the last occasion in this Council it 
was stated that the assessment made by the Municipal Commissioners. of 
- Burdwan was not fair and equitable, that they taxed the poorer people more 
and let the rich off easily because the latter were men of inflaence who could 
ence the appeal benches and the assessing authorities. But to my 
horror I find that this inequality and inequitability of assessment has found 
greater expression during the time of the new assessment by the Government 
Tiebis.arken the poorer people have been taxed much more and the richer 
wople have been under-assessed. I brought to the notice of the Government 
cial in charge’ several instances and ‘he said that under the law he had no 
wer to remedy them. I have been connected with Burdwan for some years 
phe haye found in my experience that there has been an increase of 
,000 or Rs. 15,000 in the general assessment, but by the assessment made 
jovernment officials we find that there has been an increase of Rs. 20,000; 
t is not much in a wunicipality whose income was previously Rs. 1,34,000. 
irley knew perfectly well that there was a general complaint all over 
vn regarding these assessments, and it is quite evident that under the 
-régimé of the Municipal Commissioners. the poorer people have been 
much over-assessed than on previous occasions, and a smaller namber of 
» have been under-assessed with thé result that the municipal income 
materially improved. The question involved is not the good work 
‘municipality—I think thaf the present Municipal Board with its 
¢ Chairman who devotes his whole time to the municipal work and 
to do so will do very good work—but the question is about the . 
d prestige and, the power to be exercised by the rate-payers. 


oursé ves humiliated before other municipalities and we protest 

humiliation. We want that the Municipal Commissioners should 
“tax-payer is their master and that they are responsible to - 
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es. Se ee observations; T commend this ‘resolution. 
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j Excellency's own words, the Maulvi Sahib in his speech on that 


~ of the Burdwan Municipality was espoused in a distitictly ne 
half-hearted manner not only by aye Hon'ble Members who “ened 


; teas and mined 
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r for their onde. They ‘should 


the appointment of Municipal. Commissioners. 


Above all; my Lord, it will not always be ‘the] go : 
citizens of Burdwan to have’ & sympathetic and sige i1 
Mr. Birley and the Hon’ ble Member-in-charge who has got 
and a special advantage of knowing Burdwan and its peo 


_ [The Council was then ee for lunch, | ee = 4 f 
‘The oe reassembled sr luneb. ] 2 melts & ' 
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““My Lord, like Mr. Dick and King Charles’ head the Maulvi 
the Burdwan Municipality have put in an ap ppe 
Chamber again to-day. Just about a year ago on t 
the Hon'ble Mover o the present resolution recommen ded to the Gove 





Council that the orders of supersession of the | municipalities oe Bu 


and Hooghly-Chinsura be reconsidered and withdrawn. t 
owing to illness, T was ‘unable to be present on the occasion and— 
the Fes and defending the Government 
had to be borne by xcellency. I find, however, from. the pr 
that while the case of ‘the’ Hooghly-Chinsura Municip _ Tou 
considerable sympathy from the non-official members of this G 





resolution, but by the Hon'ble Mover himself. In fact, to 





‘damned the municipality and the erring Commissioners with 
It is. * that he urged extenuating circumstances and ciee ‘ 
certain faults pleaded that the extreme measure of ba ith 
a eee, stacy ard 
spo! ‘some ‘our | to-day—tha up t 
i P Association iad been formed bp 


to-day, that even if the Manicipal Commissioners 
misconduct there was no justification 


_ neglect and 

~ whole body of rate-payers because of ake folly or 
men. © spi tnt de ¥ the Maulvi Sahib hat 

_ to support the view which he expressed 
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x Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 


to itslogical Jength, meant the deathblow of the progress of self- 

ment «and development of self-governing institutions Bi Aa The 

Sahib moved his resolution and his main argument was the humilia- 

the rate-payers and the taking away of the privilege which’ the 

ownsmen of Burdwan have long enjoyed. Your Excellency speaking on‘the 
olution made the following remarks :— 


te 
fo 





“Far from regarding our action as likely to discredit the capacity of 
the people for managing their own affairs, it seems to us that when we did 
_ find obvious and glaring cases of maladministration covering a long period 
_ of time, it would be to the advantage of the cause of self-government if we 
_ “showed that we should not overlook matters of this kind.” 


Your Excellency also remarked in reference to certain statements made 

by the Hon'ble Mover of that resolution that you had never regarded Gov- 

_ ernment’s action as a punishment but rather as a service rendered by Govy- 
ernment to the public. Now, my Lord, it is easy for the Hon'ble Mover of 

_ the present resolution to ask this Government to let bygones be bygones 
' in view of the fact that the manicipality has for over a year been 
_ administered by an official agency, and more particularly in view of the fact 
| that the old regime or rather the small ring of self{-seeking men who have 
made the administration of this town a scandal, have since, by the action of 
Government not only been relegated to private life, but also, I venture to 
think, in the opinion of all right-thinking men have been discredited by the 
_. facts which I shall presently disclose—I repeat that in view of these cireum- 
stances, it is easy for the’ Hon’ble Mover to urge Government to give the 
municipality a new trial and to show its faith in local self-government by 
trusting the electors of Burdwan once more. In reply to the earlier resolu- 
tion, Mr. O'Malley had urged that there was no guarantee of a straight elec- 
tion being obtained while the influences which were corrupting the municipal 
administration remained animpaired. At the same time Mr. O'Malley pointed 
out that the official agency which was then directing the affairs of the muni- 
» eipality could not reasonably be expected to: clean up the A®gean stable 
| within the short space of time which they had up till then enjoyed and it 
 igcertainly borne out by the fact that fromthe report from which I shall 
ve extracts, it has not been possible for the Government to straighten out 
things in the way that it might have been possible had the municipality been 
in Government administration for a longer period. It is easy to suggest that 
| df Government claim that the official administration of the past year has been 
sy jent as indeed I shall in the course of my speech assert in spite of the 
statement made by the Hon’ble Member, there should now be no objection to 
restoring to this unfortunate municipality its old constitutional privileges. 

d, I propose to deal with these general considerations at a later stage in 
ch, At the present moment I desire to take this opportunity of justify- 
f ernment’s action in October 1918 by submitting for the information of 
‘Council the deplorable facts which our later enquiry have brought to light. 
‘reluctant to rake up these memories, bat I feel constrained to do so. 
rnment, indeed, felt that having for many years past, and particularly 
118, been compelled so frequently to condemn the maladministration of 
cipality, we should have been glad to have allowed the whole matter 
oblivion, but the Hon’ble Member's resolution, although it does not 
-qnestion Government's decision for superseding this municipality, ~ 
the remarks which have been made, clearly implies that Government 

a want of discretion and a lack of sympathy with the cause of local 
t by continuing to withhold from Burdwan the full enjoyment 
rivileges. Now, it seems to me that it is very essential that we 
Id: set owrse! ves right in this matter in the eyes of the impartial critics, and — 
Fainare! deliberation I have come to he opinion that I shall be doing a 
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ani service in.setting out some of the facts u upon which, hat ‘giants 


‘again to the discreditable collections, the resolution, made the foll 














of action is based, thereby, I hope convincing this | ; 
would be acting ee at the ty time in accepting: the 
Member's resolution. 


I shall begin, my Lord, by some tried quotations rasta Gorernmies 
tions reviewing the y Lod, by 6 administration in Bengal. It is not corr 
the Maulvi Sahib to say that up to about a year ago the Burdwan Muni ‘ 
ity was patted on the back for its good administration. The resolutions of 

1901-02 stated that collections in Burdwan were unsatisfactory. In 1902-03 
the Lieutenant-Governor stated that practically all the municipalities in the Palen 
division showed improved results except that of Burdwan. Again in 1909-10, 
after referring to the state of the collections in this municipality, the: Lieute- a 
nant-Goyernor in Council went on to remark that he trusted that no time — 
would be lost in remedying this discreditable state of affairs which was — 
marked upon in the resolution for 1508-09 also. In 1910-11 after faloning 


remarks :— Reviewing the municipal administration of the year as a whole,’ 
appears that in the Burdwan Division the two worst managed towns. are 
Burdwan and Midnapore.’ In 1911-12, it was stated that * Burdwan dent: 
Midnapore are again unfavourably mentioned by the’ Divisional Commissioner 
as the worst administered towns in the division.’ In 1913-14 the resolution 


' stated that the Burdwan renee eta which, however, had passed chou? 


a period of serious strain owing to the Damodar floods, was the subject. 


of unfavourable comment. The audit of its acconnts has revealed whens t 


te oe ee was directed towards the reduction and 


-who made certain statements to the District Magistrate was dism 


special committee consisting of an accounts officer d 


unsatisfactory state of affairs, In 1914-15 it had an abnormal. outstan: 
balance of Rs. 35,000 and again in 1915-16 we were told that *of Burdwan itis _ 
reported, very livtle good can be said.’ In 1916-17 the resolution states - 
that the ‘municipality is criticised by want of control over the municipal: 
staff, inefficiency and waste of public money.’ In 1917-18 affairs came to 
such a pass that the’ District Magistrate deputed a» Deputy Magistrate’ to" 
enquire into the affairs of this municipality. The enquiry was obstracted ‘by 
the municipal executive. Papers were suppressed and the municipal engineer 


















subsequent meeting of the Commissioners on the ground that the mu 
could not afford so expensive an officer, although the same question h 
considered and decided in an opposite way within six months prev 
‘The Deputy Magistrate's enquiry was necessarily incomplete, but the | 
tion disclosed such a shocking state of affairs that Government de 
supersede the Commissioners and fo order a freeh and more formal. in 
tion. It was considered that the enquiry required a Paige 

and, a capacity to weigh evidence, and- that it: reel conducted 


General, Bengal, and an experienced Deputy |] 
Mallik. Deputy Magistrate and Babu Bhuy 
auditor, were accordingly selected to hold wena 
to investigate the various irregularities and mai 
and so far as possible to ascertain who were 
ad whether any action bapa ‘be taken dinuor pen 
tes asgtrepe 


a2 arrears. of ¢ 
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man and Vice-Chairman were also re-elected. The rt 
ue was formed of certain of the Commissioners which 
; ping the policy of the Board. Some of them, we are told, 
ue advantage of their position in the matter of assessments, house 
ses, etc., and otherwise crippled the resources of the 


by mutually helping each other,*and as the Maulvi Sahib 
tly aware, as he-comes like myself from. Burdwan, that in the. 


e had reason to believe that doubtful and unworthy means had 
oyed in securing votes. A rising pleader of Burdwan stated that 
sought for election he was asked by certain voters to present them 
monium for their theatrical party and to spend a considerable sum 
ing a religious building. He refused to comply with those requests 
red from the election. Tt is stated that some ofthe Commissioners 
privileges for themselves and favours for their friends. I need’ 


their names. The committee quote an instance of an unimportant 
which a Commissionor lived being first converted into a jhama 
d subsequently macadamised. Three shop-keepers were prosecuted 
ing bad ghee. All three samples.were declared by the Sanitary 
to be alutershods but the case against one of them who was the son 
“Manicipal Commissioner was dropped and the cases against two, others 
re pressed. One Commissioner recommended that several of his relatives, 
‘were in good circumstances, should be given reduction of their assess- 
ts. ‘This application, however, was not disposed of before the supersession 
t ) municipality. ‘The assessment was revised and a quarterly increase of 
wly Rs. 8,000 was obtained. Of this amount Rs. 6,500 was given up | 
din the opinion of the committee wrongly given up by the executi 
nittee. Some of the Commissioners obtained’ reductions on the assess- 
ts of their own properties. These cases have been carefully examined by 
committee who in almost all the cases held-that’the revised valuations 
cand that no reductions should ‘have been made. Ji might be said 
was one of the reasons why Government took action, but I must- 
on the other hand that assessment for every Government building 
ed to go up. As regards private houses, in some casés remissions 
ted, although the holdings never fell vacant, and in others there 
proper system for obtaining information when vacancy ceased. The 
iistanding arrears on the 31st October 1917 were nearly+Rs, 65,000, and 
¢ of this sum was arrears of long standing. The collecting sarkars are 
id been very apathetic and there was laxity of supervision. Warrants 
if issued were allowed to accumulate and remain unexecut-, 
is Instances there was not good reason for the heavy arrears 
fact that, the current taxes in many of these cases were 
committee makes the inferenee—I cannot say of course 
















ut, have alienated votes. Perhaps the Maulvi Sahib may know. 
n the committee. All roads were in bad repairs and there seems to 
ttle supervision over the conservancy staff. The Maulvi Sahib 
Lypamenba rd on pemeetiyses oe sg Tagg months, a fact 
eous, though | may also remind him that Government occupa- 
Br seoshig gan ok tet filly 19 months. Out of 8,085, foot 
the supersession unworkable owing to 
a eed up. Conservancy ¢arts were | 


nce. The found no proper 
‘road repairs. The water-supply suffered 
We a via m we Le wo 


At is said that they generally conducted the affairs of the | 


municipality became a sort of Mutual Admiration Society. The 


s justified or not—that the realization of old arrears was not. - 


“$0 
nd thé trenching ground, as the Hon'ble | 





0 ‘mention their names because the Hon'ble Maulvi Sahib as well as myself © 




































- from the indiscriminate granting of new private connections. against, th 
of the Sanitary Engineer... The office registers were sadly negleete 
_ tions of complaint appear to have been thrown aside and. disre 
think the Maulvi Sahib once came and told me himself that this 
‘The record-keepers’ papers lay in a disorderly heap.  V. uable 
. , left in. charge of a man on Rs. 11a month who knew no English and c 
hardly write legible Bengali. . His stores account was apparently never 
The contract system for the supply of miscellaneous articles is sai 
been a ‘huge scandal’ and the committee, while unable to state how 
municipality had been cheated of, are satisfied that fraud had been p 
‘on an enormous scale. The system which the Chairman introduced — 
allow the contractors 5 per cent. advance on the rates supported 
Calcutta firms. Bills were supposed to be substantiated by sub- 
} showing the price at which the contractors had purchased from th 
firms. It appears,showever, that the office merely checked the advat 
cent, and made little attempt to check the sub-vouchers. The ¢ 
had in some cases got blank forms of Calcutta tradesmen and, after — 
them up and signing the name of the firm, supported their bills by 
spurious sub-vouchers, while in other cases they altered the figures 
genuine invoices submitted by Calcutta firms. The accountant an 
two contractors have recently, been prosecuted—the former was con 
but acquitted on. appeal, the two . Jatter have pleaded. guilty and 
been convicted., In one case a purchase was made from a Calcutta firm 
Rs, 25 but the invoice, papers to have been issued” by this firm 
repudiated by them in Court although actually written on one of thei 
showed that the purchase was made for Rs. 60. In another case ¢ 
thing was done in which the municipality was charged Rs. 699 odd, de. 
5 per cent. advanced on the alleged invoice price of Rs. 666-8, although th 
@alcutta firm bad actually been paid only Rs. 432. Another printed su 
voucher in which the form was geniune but the entry fictitious was produced 
to support a claim of Rs, 378, although the articles had actually cost aa 
contractor Rs. 184. Lcould cite many other instances of gross fra 
suggest that the fact that: such crude. devices should have been 
argues either complicity or gross negligence on the part of the 
executive and staff. It may be argued that an Honorary Viee-Chairn 
urge extenuating circumstances if he failed to check the detailed acco 
his office. I donot admit’ that argument since it must be held that a 
ublic office must consent also 





persons accepting the privileges of a_ publi 
shoulder its responsibilities, Moreover, it is to be remembered tha 
present caso the irregularities had frequently been brought to the 

the municipal executive. There was no excuse for the ‘undue advant: 
which some of the Commissioners were allowed to take of their positi 
, 0 ikig ne = i hi fs a : 
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irae — Resolutions. . 
aharajadhiraja Bahadur-of Burdwan. ©* : 
ceipts for the year éxceeded those of the previous years by 
while the general revision of assessment carried out by an outsi WS 
has given an annual increase of Rs. 27,181 which is, however, li ed 
‘appeal. ‘The financial position of the municipality has, there- 
improved and the District pg cr thinks that its routine administra- ©» 
etter. It canndt, however, be expected that the huge arrears which, . 
lated can be immediately realized or that the neglect of years can” 
d in afew months. ti, “ 
mild now, my. Lord, like to deal with certain general considera- 
yhich the Hon'ble Member in moving his resolution has submitted to 
is Council. In the first place I would submit that it was impossible for 
overnment, in view of the grave malpractices by which the municipality's 
ac cero yale been characterised, to run the risk of having any of those » 
 partict missioners, a pebareeeeeloged in the report which have 
_ quoted, as Commissioners of the new Board. Under the law, moreover, it 
, Would have been necessary to hold elections prior to the supersession of the 
yooh so that the new Board of elected Commissioners might be ready had 
_ to take office as soon as the period of supersession ceased. But there 
was no time, as it happened, to prepare the preliminaries for an election when 
~— Goverr considered the arrangements to be made after the 2nd Octo-» 
ber ited while the Act does not permit the period fixed under section 65 to” 

































; nded. Government, therefore, decided that the municipality should be 
_ Placed in Schedule Fand the new body of Commissioners therefore nominated. 


ight be suggested that as the interval, subsequent to the period of 
ession, has now been tided over, it will be possiblé for Government to 
have preparations made for an election. The present Board of Commissioners 
could carry on while the preliminaries are being duly carried out. I submit, 
| however, that it is impossible for Government to suggest to the gentlemens 
who have shown sufficient public spirit to take on, at the request of Govern- — 
ment, the thankless task of putting this municipality straight, that theye 
' should within a few months of their appointment be dismissed with thanks im 
order to make’ room for an. elective body, . 1 am not sure that the Hon'ble 
Mover of this resolution has realized the invidious position in which he 
_ wishes to place Government. ; 
aes Ww are gratefal to those gentlemen, among whom the Hon'ble Maulvi™ 
8: one, for having accepted what I have termed a somewhat thankless - 
it would, therefore, to my mind be an ungracious act indeed on our 
them an unceremonious congé when ma. He not see—at least 
ot—any further. use for them: Moreover, whilst being a townsman o 
ear tae not in any wis Wah to rundown the intelligence of 
ors there ; yet in view of what did happen and may easily happen . 
n, knowing as I do Burdwan, I doubt if the public can altogether rely on 
electors to select the best representatives. The past history of the 
ty certainly does not. tend to give us confidence in this behalf, 
“Mover is’ probably aware, as he himself has said it, that 
ook th " ins'to.consult public opinion in sending up his. 
the leading associations and received a deputa- 
y the interests of the town. His nominees in practi- 
cases are included in the lists of suitable persons which were 
‘the bodies concerned. Of course, I tecognise that a nominated 
Vig and however pepressaiatyrd it may be, is _still 
3 an pores Board toa sig ie chas me lon, serge 
-Talso recognise that by placing this municipality 
e Rajesraie ‘oa to cast, so to speak, a slur and an 
citizens of Burdwan which many of them will’ naturally — 
ertheless, in view of the facts which I think it is my duty 
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hie akin tie sca ogi ee 
this Council, and I repeat w sai e, we are deeply 
r. Birley and to the Hon'ble Member-in-charge as we have bade ‘s 
very fortunate and favourable position on the new*Board. But 
is, I said it before and I say it again, that it is the question 4 
senfranchisement of the whole town without justification that we do ~ 
v we ask that the slur should not be allowed to continue any longer. , 
Dea Burdwan is not pores from page Schedule now, I do not 
»w Whether we shall occ © same position on the next occasion when the | ~ 
arises. ‘The Hon'ble Member says that we should give the new® ~4 
trial and watch its progress. [ naturally expect, my Lord, that 
or two when the report will be favourable, as this Board bas * 
ly go Rate eueraetic yo n as-its Chairman who can devote, 
1 can well a 0 devote, his whole time to the work of the muni-— 
lity and who does the work of the municipality with a devotion worthy 
e dignity of a town like Burdwan, it will turn out very ‘good work ; 
-be_a justification. for Government allowing the name’ of : the 
icipality to stand in the First Schedule. The Government will 
is a Board inted by Government and it is working 
, therefore, be allowed to work on.’ That is my appre- 
Lord, The Hon'ble Member has said that we have got.a Board 
working very satisfactorily; but I can tell him that he does novuliye 
mn and does not know that we had to meet with great difficulties 
get up conspiracies in getting this very gentleman @lected as¥the 
£ the Municipal Board, outside the Municipal office in thé%pen 
ping ground, and that it was after a good deal of struggle that we 
red to get him elected as Chairman. Otherwise, the nominee ofthe 
‘are responsible for our late misfortune and disgrace would - 
‘to get himself elected a8 Chairman. It was on account—auit I. © 
credit for it—of tle bold stand made by the Muham > 
ers that we managed to get this energetic youngman elected as 
tx Ve ee ; ‘ 


Sante 


‘ble Member had said that corruptions were attempted at the 
ion of the rate-payers. I know, my Lord, that this gentleman 
‘us a fayour-by accepting the Chairmanship of the Board and thaty, 
were made to petite: Seed Municipal Commissioners to vote for a 
an as-Chairman. Of course, that attempt was frustrated. 
: cashes Gan'rafeised, to the fact that a certain theatrical 4 
iy ium. I know of the instance and I was present 
e s made. But it is well known that,such 
eular occasion the candidate, whose cause |” 
to come to terms a these poople. all 
are held bioscope-shows and grants in aid to chari- 
‘as these go to help towards the glection, These 
to Bur itself. But I claim it to the credit of the 
. sternly refused'to comply with thé request that 
into consideration by whom the request 
d of vagabond youngmeh who employ 
d do no work, . boca 
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yeas wae Maes | aM A Ghng Feeds eee aad Fs 
__T might ¢ite another instance in which a religious shtine was 
. tebuilt by a candidate for municipal election ; he offered to r 
uh: fein shrine ae i 6 F apes by a re oud. to 
“S-itj but it must,be said tothe credit of the,.ratespayers of that partic 
bs that tlhiey Ae i e ober, although as a matter of fact they 
eeraising subscriptions for the object. Of course, I know of another insta 
in which corruption was employed and some people were bribed to vote. 
confess that such things did happen and do happen even now, and it was 
the prevention of ‘these corrupt ci that we started t Ratepayers’ . “ 
ciation. Admitting that we did commit a mistake and that we haye al 
guilty of corruption, it is the duty of the parenta) Government to educate the 
people to exercise their rights and not to disenfranchise them as was done — 
on the last occasion. At the time of the last election, as the Hon'ble ber 
«has stated, in 1916, we brought to the notice of Mr. Marr, who was- the 
_ Collector of Burdwan, a specific instance of bribery, and the result was that 
_ Mr. Marr wrote in so many words that under the Bengal Municipal Act — 
“orruption was no offence, that it did not invalidate an election, and that he 
could not therefore interfere. 1 took the written statement of Mr. Marr to- 
/Mr, K. C. De, who was then Secretary to the Municipal Department and it 
was then placed before the Hon’ble Nawab Sir Syed Shams-ul Huda} who — 
promised to take up the matter at the time of the next amendment of the 
Bengal Municipal Act. I beg to ask the Hon’ble Member whether these 
péople, who were guilty of attempting to corrupt and were guilty of corruption, — 
have all been eliminated from” the present Board. He has -referred to 
rsonal knowledge and I respectfully take his word. He knows as well as 
. eo that the present Board has not been cleared of these people, and I there- 
fore claim that no Board can be perfect. I submit that this Board is quite as 
good_or as bad a8 the previous one, with the exception of Muhammadans who 
aré’in the best’ position. What we feel, my Lord, is that the stigma and slur 
ye east on the pegple of Burdwan should not continue. Yes 


Whe Hon'ble Member has referred to the cliques and combinations 
which were made to put pare on the Board and to have asort of Mutual — 
Admiration Society. I would like to know from the Hon'ble Member 
whether the elected members only of the last Board which was superseded — 

© _ were a party to these cliques and combinations, and whether the present nomi- 
z nated members were not as good a party as the elected meuhert themselyes. — 
' In fact, one of these parties or cliques is now represented-by a member ,who 
_ ‘was nominated by the Government. It was in the Raj Palace itself tha ihe 
whole exposure took place in the presence of the Hon'ble Member himself. — 
‘There is another-point. with reference to these gentlemen that we cannot aftord. 
todo without them ; they are memof influence and unfortunately they exercise — 
their influence in their own interests and in those of their voltiogh one 
although I move for the withdrawal of the order of supersession, I submit: 
then and I repeat it now that they did exercise their influence then an 
exercise it even now, whether outsiders are appointed as assessors or whi 
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© they are appointed by the municipality | a cn 
: - ‘ 5 = Say ROPES i SN: fis 5 
It has been remarked that the Municipal Engineer was dismissed because 
he complained to the rict Magistrate. Leubnait that altbowgs ‘ 
not been a Municipal gan for about 676r 7 yeare:; 
» ‘supersession, I have taken, some interest in municipal. 
v—- find that the, Municipal Commission e not. going 
Fe case) groper for some tim 
n 4 BOG: municipal y ity 
found that the staff gmployed: 
was, ghether so ‘meny. men 
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eS 
| town like Galoatts or Dacea or Eaves 


‘roads in jock can its work. Whenever there is a 

g-»0 dhe overhead water tank, the municipality generally indents 
om ary Engineer a and i it has to pay for him. What is the 
3, of et igi highly: engineer. “I may submit, that the 

| make some statemént to Mr. Birley ;/but the engincer was 

i of the rty at that'time.” Tadmit, my Lord, that, at the 
‘moment, we, the Mussalmans of Burdwan, find ourselves in an 
gry ‘on the Municipal Board and are therefore i in a very bai 


hese ‘observations, and after what has fallen froin th Ho ’bl 
rajadhiraja Bahadur, I do not think that it will serve = aot 
in tte. 2 rom , to press shis Resolution ; and I therefore 1 beg 

i ff. 


List oF sti mac aa al Wo'4a, |“ Rogan 


“(ay that sitiiaadliate steps be taken to improve the viutabeent ae 
6 of the Rajshahi College, specially in English, Patloseuby d 
. Physics, and that the College be affiliated in the Beongghce 
_ Honour Course and the Botany Pass Course ; and 


@) that a arrangements be made for providing gradually post- 
uate ‘studies in Chemistry, Phisios, English, Mathematics, 
Sanskrit and Persian and: for Mea ge 


oops te Saeed in the said ee: 
id ne das 
ion use hie time past T have been rhe 


re made it sufficiently clear that 
; not suffer in any way in SeROPSEIOONS with 


; ie te number of ents, percentage of success, 


professorial staff and other educational facilities, and, for 


of Government jexpenditure per head of student. 
aloe was Rs some time ago and it was 


ven’ by » Government was that it 
nt my Lord, it is certainly a matter of 
cate for only ‘with regard to the tuition 









e8, the, ittle that was good in the Rajshahi 


1 was: Res, by diate of the President, withdreven, a i 


nding uniformity in the matter of educa- 
T have been conolat C 


i College, and I hope I have thereby | 
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s very much in comparison with the Dacca 


ey 
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Babu ‘Kishori Mohan'Whaudhuri, = 


College. “lad for. its Professors in, English, Philosophy, Physics 
ie 


Sanskrit some of the best men in the Uniyersity, and now for some time — 
past in all, these» subjects the professorial staff is far beneath that — 


_ standard which even) preyailed there is Be few years ago. I also tr do 


in my capacity as. Secretary to the jshahi Association to impress _ 
upon grt ea tS authorities, but all my otferts could not bee any 
real use. And therefore as a last resort. I have brought this matter by way — 
of appeal to the Hon'ble Members and to Your dtapetenes specially. Your 
Excellency is going to\ visit Rajshahi very soon. Your Excelléncy will, 
hope and trust, be able to see personally the present condition of the 
Rajshahi College and its special requirements in the light of the few facts T 
have already placed and am now placing for Your Excellency’s considera- 
tion. Of course, the Rajshahi College has grown to its present status — 
ander absolutely Indian management, and it is very creditable to those very 
able officers who have helped in its development: _ I say this as I do med ; 
to be misunderstood. What I complain of at the present moment is not so - 
» much against those gentlemen who are now enga in teaching in the 
Rajshahi College as against the policy of engaging ubordinate Educational . 
Service men on tuition work in the college classes especially in the B.A. 
classes. What I want for the Rajshahi College is that the tuition work should. 
be entirely managed with Provincial, Educational Service men under the 
guidance of an experienced professor of proved ability on higher pay for each 
subject, and the Principal and at least one senior professor should be persons 
promoted to the Indian Educational Service which will be an incentive to 
meritorious work among the professors, _I beg humbly to suggest further in 
this connection that whenever there is to be a. transfer or vacancy eatised by 
retirement or any other event, the vacancy should be filled up by an equally- 
efficient man, and to my mind, in case of transfer ofan efficient professor, 
the problem of an equally efficient successor should be first considered, . 
and until one is available the transfer ought not to take place. I may cite 
here the case of the transfer from the Rajshahi Oollege of Babu Hem Chandra 
Dé; "Senior Professor of Philosophy. He was transferred, so far as we can 
judge, without any arrangement being previously made for an equally efficient. 
manjto goin bis place. The result, was that the Philosophy class suffered 
much, Without any reflections upon anybody, I may safely submit that the — 
atrangement now made is very unsatisfactory. Out of the three Professors — 
for Philosophy and Logic two are Subordinate Educational Service-men and 


. the third has just been promoted to the Provincial from the Subordinate’ i 


Educational Service. Before this. Babus Hem Chandra De, Krishna Chandra 
Bhattacharyya and Ambika Charan Mitra were in the post of the Senior — 
professor of Philosophy—they are, without doubt, distinguished professors of 
ability of a very high order. So far as English is concerned, I need only say — 
. that the result in that subject in recent University examinations has been 
extremely unsatisfactory. In my support I cannot do better than to qu 
from the report about the oe College by the Hon'ble Sir Deba Prasad — 
Sarbadhikari and Mr. Jnan’ Chandra Ghosh, dated the 22nd Miya jae 
and from that by Mr. J. N. Das Gupta and Mr. Jnan Chandra Ghosh, ~ 
dated the 17th September 1917. In recommending an additional teacher: 
for English Sir Deba Prasad and Mr. Ghosh say that ‘in ‘making the ap- 
ointment care should be taken to strengthen the quality of the staff,’ a | 
essrs. Das Gupta and Ghosh in their'report of 1917 remarked that ‘t 
failure in English in 1917 has*been very heavy. Out of 171 students sent : 
the I, A. Examination 101 failed in English, 50 failing in this subject only 
Out of 127 students sent up for the B. A. Rraniuaton 64 failed in Englis! 
failing in this subject only.’ I may add that though the teaching of Eng 
is admittedly defective in the Rajshahi College still the present tutorial st; 
_ for English consists of three officers of the | ubordinate ucational | 
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only of the Provincial Educational Service. ‘Then, as regards mathe- 
rch Babu Rajmohan Sen retired the Rajshahi Apscagtinn aonetennn 
overnment and got an assurance tliat ‘an endeavour will be made to . 
‘Senior professor in his place.” But at last one had to be promot- 
ovincial Educational Service, sofar as I remember, for being sent to 
Rajshahi College. I must, however, make.it clear that I am not-making 
eflection upon the ability ofthe new gentleman, I am informed that he 
an able man and I am glad that he has been promoted to the Provincial 
cational Service. But gvhat we wanted was that a senior professor should 
5 ve been either appointed or transferred to be at the head of the tutotial 
| -staff in Mathematics, Another complaint is that noresearch scholarship is 
1a poo for in the Rajshahi College. Dr. Neogi, the officiating Principal, is 
_ himself a man of great reputation in the field of chemical researches, but he 
_ has gét no assistant to help him in that work. To sum up this part of my 
' address—what I submit is that now that the Dacca College is being converted 
inte a University, the Rajshahi College is undoubtedly taking the first place 
_ among the mufassal colleges and in that view it is but fair that it should be * 
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mnentined 18 that high level of efficiency which is consistent with the posi- 
‘tion it already occupies. 1 must frankly confess that of late there has been a 
Serious Paconaite in the minds of the Rajshahi public that if the present 
_ state of things in the Rajshahi College continues, it will in no time Jose much 
of the development it has made during the last twenty years. We do not see 
| any reason why the interests of the Rajshahi College should be sacrificed or 
_ overlooked in the interests of any other institution. Only three or-four years 
back the Rajshahi College was cheap for the students and its professorial 
_ ‘staff was of a superior order, but now that the tuition fee has been increased 
_ by 50 per cent. the tutorial staff has been materially brought down, and the 
_ only result of the increment of the tuition fee is, Iam sorry to say, that the 
~Governinent grant has been diminished by nearly twenty thousand rupees. 
: It will not~ be quite out of place, if in this connection I draw the atten- 
tion of the authorities to the very sympathetic suggestions of the Hon'ble Sir 
Deba Prasad and Mr. Ghosh in their report about the Rajshahi College 
referred to above. I might be permitted to quote a few lines: ‘'To speak of 
only afew of the many present needs. The Principal and the Professors have no 
quarters, the hostels are defective and inadequate, the Chemistry laboratory 
is not up-to-date, the class rooms are insufficient and theres no library 
worth the name, nor a much-needed covered gymnasium., The students 
. during their intervals have to rest under the trees, healthy and_ pleasant 
“ when the weather is favourable, but absolutely the reverse in other 
i: ces.’ A : 
— Qn a previous occagion I referred to the desirability of the Professor ot 
: smies of the Rajshahi College to be in the Provincial Educational Service. 
has been affiliated in Economics for the last seven or eight years, 
high time that: a further development should be made by 
r the study of that subject in the Honours course. . 


my resolution I have asked for the affiliation of the College in the Botany. 
se. At present there is no arrangement for study in that branch in 
ahi College, though there was such an arrangement some years 
r the old regulations North Bengal is ‘pre-eminently an agricul- 
and in order that the study of scientific agriculture, which is so 
ed in that part of the country, especially for the benefit of the 
dans who form the majority in the division, may develop, the 
the College in Botany is urgently necessary. 
d. as regards the second part of my resolution, 1 may be — 
vio wh Rone Hela ial ths Hon'ble. Members that the bi 
raised 2 long time ago and there was much correspondence and « 
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referred the matter to the Governing B : 4 of the College with 
the 





Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. " eee Ree] 


discussion about the proposal between the Rajshahi Association, the Goren. 
-ing Body of the Collewe and the Director ~ are Instruction. The Director 


certain 
proposals ‘by his letter No, T-437, date 28th October, 1916, and the — te 
matter was considered by the Governing Body, who approved of the 
of opening of M.A. and B.L. classes in their meeting heéld on the Math | 
Bassiatier 1916, and reported to that effect to the Director of Public Instrue-_ 
tion in their letter No. 1014—32, dated the 25th January, 1917. At the time | | 
the only difficulty that was felt was the question of funds for the recurring 4 
expenditure, But there was an offer of Rs. 50,000 from Rani Hemanta Kumari _ 
Debi of:Puthia and another offer by the Raja Bahadur of Dighpatia and his’ 
brother Kumar Basanta Kumar Ray through the Rajshahi Association, for the : 
construction of a building estimated at about Rs. 50,000. The Rajshahi Asso- 
ciation also undertook to provide additional buildings for the purpose and the 


_ question of funds for the recurring expenditure has also now been solved by the 


Yaising of the College fees from Rs. 4 to Rs. 6 a month which has given an — 
increment of nearly Rs. 16,000. Now there ere arrangements for M.A.and B.L. — 
classes in the mufassal in ‘the Dacca College which is going to be converted into 

a University. So the necessity for providing for such study in the ‘mufassal 
will soon arise. At Rajshahi there were M.A, and B.L. classes before ; the 


- new arrangement under the University Commission report is likely to take 


time. In the meantime I hope the Rajshahi College will be gfanted the boon — 
for which the public is so eager and ready to contribute materially Govern- — 
ment, I think, will not have to spend‘much on this seore. A big hostel 
for the aecommodation of students is going to be built, I understand, next year, 

at a cost of nearly three lakhs including the grant of Rs. 50 000 provided in 
this year’s budget. Hired houses now occupied by the ‘students may, if 
necessary, be utilised for any additional accommodation necessary for the M.A. 
and B.L. students.” The University Commission also suggests that the 
Rajsbehi College is a fit one to be maintained as a University College. to be 


‘developed hereafter into a University. In that view also my proposal ean be 


~ ereate additional’ educational facilities at the Rajshahi “i 
_ classes at the Rajshahi College provided— , 


rag tt and a i stamdaeas arith rest ; ation 


safely given effect to. I appeal to Your Excellency to take the matter into ~ 
your serivus consideration and make the Rajshahi College a self-contained one, 
and I hope that the Government will accept my proposal. ain 


In this connection I beg to quote from a letter of the Director of Public 


- Instruction to the Governing Body of the Rajshahi College, dated the nite 


October, 1916. The letter says -— 


* My personal viéw with reference to the development. 0 of the jab F 
College is that at the present moment instead of embarking on any new se 


_ the College should concentrate its attention wholly on the improvement ‘of the. 


work which it is already attem ert The existing accommodation for the 
students is very defective; and T should have thought that any biter Ane i 
the Rajshahi Association or any othér body or pee te may be willing to 

sribute c 4 with greater ad vantage have been devoted to the ror ot 
this defect. - / 


- At the same time I ‘npreclite the anxiety of the people - of mle 


B. 


prepared to consider favourably any sohenie for the opening. of 






, (t) that arrangements both as regards aceommodation eat ins' Ce ‘ior 
the classes can be made to the satisfaction of the Univetsity o 
Calcutta and the Government of India with whom the final 

« decision as regards the affiliation of the College. up to t » M. 
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opening of the classes and of their maint f i 
x ee if five years from the date of opening ; and aN ee a 
Gia) haaenpaaate eiiranten kes be furnished that’ the funds which it 
will be necessary for the opening and maint 
Pe Gankwawibinnens ee 


hat no additional cost is imposed on Government as a result of the 








ran ma have to explain that any extension of the afliliation of the. Raiahshi 
« ‘Poliege for which the Department of Education may be willing to aa rg 
: erry utta University cannot take effect before the beginning of the session 


_.. That was in 1916, And although the Rajshahi Association under- 
‘took to provide for the accommodation of the buildmg nothing could be. done 
' in view of the expected report of the Universities Commission, although the 
. Director of Public “Instruction in his letter, dated the 29th March, 1917, 
addressed tothe Governing Body of the Rajshabi- College appreciated the 
- public spirit of the Rajshahi people, \The letter says:—'J appreciate: very 
greatly the generous contributions with which the public of Rajshahi. have 
come forward, and I fully sympathise with their, anxiety to: create 
_ further facilities for ‘higher education in Rajshahi.’ The revort is out 
at § but 1 th some oe will aoe before effect can be given to it. 

- Meantime ink it is time that something should be done towards openi 
the B. L. classes in Rajehabt” * spur 


The Hon'ble Mr. Hornell said :— 


__. “My Lord, the burden of the Hon’ble Member's song seems to be that 
Government are grossly neglecting the interests of the Rajshahi College and 
that he has been repeatedly urging the Educational Department to do some- 
thing ; over this he has taken about half an hour of the Council's time, All 
| Lean say is that since | returned to this province in September last, I have had 
__, the pleasure of meeting the Hon'ble Member, but he never mentioned all these 
grievances to me. I venture to suggest that if he had done so and discussed 
_ the matter with me I could have spared the Council a good deal of my reply. 
| - The first part of the Resolution suggests that’ immediate steps should be 
taken to improve the professorial staff of the College, especially in English, 
_ Philosophy and Physics, and then preceeds to suggest that the affiliation 
ich the College now enjoys should be extended so as to include the 
'. Economics Honours course and the Botany Pass course. As regards the 
1 ape there are two professors of English and three lecturers. 






















ior professor is a Ist class M.A. who in his day stood second 
His pay at present is Rs. 400 a month in class IV of 
VI jucational Service. ‘The seeond professor is a 2nd class 
English, whose present pay is Rs. 200.a month in class VIIL of the 
lucational Service. The three lecturers are all 2nd class M. A.’s 
English pay .of each is at present Rs. 125 in class IV ofthe 
rdinate Educational Service. Government has recently agreed to.increase 
by the addition of a professorship in the Provincial Educational 

Q The staff in Philosophy consists of a professor in class, VIIT of the 
xcial_ Educational Service and two lecturers, one’ in class I of the 
linate Educational Service and the other in class TV of the Subor- 
Edudational Service. The professoris a senior officer of considerable 
rience who has recently been promoted from a ipsigrorsbip in the Dacca 
‘The senior lécturer who is a seniot officer in class I of the 
Educational Service is now. on leave and is studying in England. 
nadan gentleman ‘was appointed to act in his place, but he has 
ansferred to a permanent post at Dacca. It has not yet been 


University, 
vince 
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Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur ; Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


ossible to fill up the temporary vacancy, The second lecturer is an officer — 
‘ f class IV of the Subardinata Eaarotionel Service. The ior Professor of 
Physics was, until recently, Rai. Kumudini Kanta Banarji Bahadur who com- 
bined this work and the work of Principal. The Rai Bahadur is how on _ 
deputation’ with the Caleutta University as an Inspector of Colleges. In his 
place an experienced officer from the Sibpur College has been appointed to — 
act. There are two Professors of Physics and the holder of the second 
rofessorship is a Ist class M. A. who stood first in this University. Thus, — 
befor the Rai Bahadur left, the two professors of Physics in the College 
were ‘the top-men of their respective years. There ate two Demonstrators 
in Physics; one in class IIT and the other in class IV of the Subordinate - 
Educational Service. lth 


Turning to other departments of the staff, which the resolution does not 
mention, we have asked Governgnent for a temporary additional lecturer in — 
Arabic and Persian and an additional Demonstrator in -Chemistry. The 
Governing Body of the College have not submitted any formal proposals — 
regarding the affiliation of the College .either in Economics Honours or in — 
Botany. Certain representations have been received from the Secretary of 
the Rajshahi Association and these have been sent to the Principal of the;_ 
College for consideration. ete 


As regards the second part of the Resolution, | am not quite sure what 
the Hon’ble Member means by making early arrangements for providing - 
gradually. post-graduate studies in certain Subsea, The proposal for 
starting post-graduate classes as also B. L. classes was carefully considered 
by Government in 1917, and it was then decided that no steps could be, taken. 
until the recommendations of the University Commission had been considered. 
The report of the Commission is now before the public and this Government 
are still awaiting the orders thereon “from the Government of India.. The 
Commission have advised a complete reorgannisation of University education 
throughout the Presidency, and until a decision has been arrived at with 
reference to their recommendations, it is impossible for the local Government | 
to commit themselves to any undertakings with regard to the future of the - 
College.” 7 Mh, ¢ 
The Hon'ble Rai Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur said :— mia 

“My Lord, I have a very little to say as regards the first part of my 
hon’ble friend’s resolution, nor have I much to say as regards the second part — 
in which he asks for facilities for post-graduate studies in Chemistry, Physics 
ete. Iwill only speak on that part of the resolution in which he says that — 
early arrangements should be made for ré-opening the B. L. elasses in the ~ 
Rajshahi College. No reason has been given why, with Cp syeger Eten 9 M 
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of law graduates in the country, there should be an additional machinery for 
manufacturing such graduates in Northern Bengal. "1 fbialiews “Wait” Hane il 
are at present 10,000 law graduates practising in the. different Courts in — 
Bengal, and in one subdivision of Kajshahi 1 bolas ‘there are 130 
practising B. L. pleaders. And I think in the town of Rampur Boalia there — 
1s not one hundred but several hundred’ law graduates practising as 
pleaders.” i maaan Sets Miele 0) 
} r. 3 asa a 5 WAP 2 ae | Ale OA y) 
The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— Bera 
“No, in Rampur Boalia the number is 70 only. 5 88 


ech ni ee gree cena 

5 complained about the paucity of the number of ple there. T belie 
the law graduates ‘heehoolvot! remliie’ mow thoi Kies ‘etter ting 
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ee, is rather dreary, and to multiply the number of lawyers in this country 
ot a thit which” is desirable. There is the University Law College and 
e aut! abolish all the law colleges and classes in the country, the 
try would not ‘be the worse for it. Mr. Hornell has not naturally looked 
this side of the question, and the Government letter which has been 
ed dogs not refer to that view of the question. But, my Lord, if-you are 
during your time to get all the law colleges and classes abolished in 
_ Bengal it would bea great thing. If there are no law graduates within the 
next ten years the country would be. better for it I think that after six 
: cea, bgp a man has to serve his apprenticeship with a pleader, which 
_ takes about two years more, and then unless he is very industrious and excep- 
_ tionally intelligent, he earns hardly any money but gains more wisdom. They 
take to questionable ways, and I think that if their number is increased and 
_ there is more competition, it would not improve the conduct which is required 
- of every member of the bar. 1 am sorry to have to make this observation as 
I myself had the honour of belonging to the Bar. Instead of increasing the 
, number of lawyers it is my firm conviction that the law classes should be 
he ae ish ‘There are about 3,000 students studying law at present and over 
and above this we do not want another class to be opened in Rajshahi for 


' these law students. Therefore Lam not in favour of opening the B. L, classes: 


at Rajshahi.” 
~The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said .— 


_. “My Lord, I am sorry that I am accused by my friend the Hon’ble 
Mr. Hornell of wasting half an hour's time of this Council by moving the 

resolution. Of course, I am glad that he has come back to take charge of 

_ his department after his labours in the University Commission, and I am 

also glad to learn that he is quite willing to,diseuss the matter with me and 
that if anything ¢an be done it will be done. 


As I have said at the outset, it is not fora vote in this Council that 1 
have l ht forward this resolution, but simply to bring to the notice of the 
_ educational authorities the defects not only pointed out. by me but also by 
_ the Hon’ble Sir Deva Prasad Sarbadhikari in his inspection note in January 
1 still maintain that the arrangement for the teaching of Philosophy is 
y defective, about which nothing has been said, and that unless some 
gements are made for its improvement, I do not know what will be the 
te . of those reading that subject at Rajshahi. I do not say that Govern 
nb are not sympathetic and that they are neglecting their duty, but what 
Teg o Submit is that it sometimes happens that proper notice is not taken, 
i, [think, it is for the purpose of finding out these defects in Government, 
Lecinoe «Seve have been appointed and inspection is made by the 
| authorities. I pointed. out these defects and tried for their 
on several occasions, but. to no effect, and so, my Lord, T have 
t it advisable to bring forward this resolution at a time when 
w Your Excellency will be visiting there and will be able to 
t-hand information from the local authorities. 


d only say a few words about the B. L. class for which I have been 
llessly attacked by my Hon'ble friend, Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
ur. rege know why it should be compulsory that all persons from the 

‘should come to Caleutta or go to Dacca for the study of law. Dacca 
o be a separate University and what will be the arrangements there 
know. [am informed that there ave 3,000 pupils in the University 
‘Law Colleges. If in Calcutta it is necessary thai law study 
id any number should be taught, I do not see why it should 















seal. My Hon’ble friend, who was a distinguished | 
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_ matter will engage Your Excellency's. consideration when Your Excel 


iva 









YP Te ET STU RR 
1368 THE CALOUTTA GAj , DECEMBER 8,-1919. | i 
b Mey aieihl , ems 
Resolutions. eh a Rae 
Babu Kishor’ Mohan Chaudhuri. . Ai She 


i J bier 


member of this profession, has now retired after his long and prolific practice : _ 
his son has now. got aJudgeship in the Caleutta High Court. Of course he — 
can now discourage the law study, but the country at large cannot do so, — 
What will the rising generation do? Of late, we have been trying to make 
other avenues of life open to the rising generation, but we -are not in sight 

of any other at present. Even the arrangement for the study of Medicine is 
very limited. My Hon'ble friend forgets that the pleadership classes are gomg 
to be abolished and that consequently B. L.s are to practise in the Munsifs? 
courts, and in fact many B. L.s nowadays practise in the Munsifs’ as well 
as in the criminal courts. I think he has been misinformed that at Rajshahi 
there are over 200 pleaders. As a mater of fact, there aré not more than 70; 


’ Ido not know from: where he got his information. My idea is that if the 


B. L.s can be encouraged to practise in the Criminal Courts the atmosphere 
in these Courts may be improved toa certain extent... My friend thinks that 
the law study should be abolished altogether. I do nos know why, and 
even if that be so, the University are the proper authorities which should be 
moved to that. effect. Even in the University Commission’s Report it is not— 
suggested anywhere that the law study should altogether be discontinued or _ 
discouraged in this country. It seems to me that the legal profession is’ 
still now at least one in which the rising generation can make out a 
living, If one can honestly work in the criminal or in the Munsif’s Court he 
can earn Rs, 100 a month, whereas if one gets an appointment in the Education 
Department one will not be given more than Rs. 35 a month. Whatever that 
may be, this is not the proper place for discussing whether law study sho 
be abolished altogether or discouraged. What I beg to submit is that 
if the Dacca Qollege is raised to the standard of a University, the Rajshahi 
College will be the only college which will, be second to the Presidency 
College and that is one of the reasons why it should be maintained on the 
same lines as Dacca: I may inform my Hon’ble friend that law study 
is also necessary for the success of the M.A. class. At Rajshahi, whatever 
my friend may think, the Governing Body is presided over by the District 
Magistrate who is a European gentleman, and recently an M.A. of Great 
Britain also thought it necessdry and recommended that. M.A. and B.L. - 
classes should be opened there; but at that time, pending the considera- 
tion of the University Commission’s Report, and for want of funds, nothing was 
done. Now that the report is out, I trust that. the proposal whether further 
facilities should be given to:Rajshabi will receive the serious consideration of - 
Your Excellency’s Government as well as the educational authorities. What- 
ever my.Hon’ble friend, Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur may think, the ~ 
people of Rajshahi are so very keen on the subject that they are;willing to 
contribute so large a sum as Rs. 14 lakhs towards the development of M.A. and. 
B.L. study. The subject of nage 3 the status of the Rajshahi College and 
that of improving the arrangements for the study of the several su now — 
taught are urgent affairs and require early consideration. I think no time — 
should be lost in’ considering the proposal for opening M.A. and B.L. classes. 
because hereafter we may lose the benefit of so large an offer as Rs. 14 lakhs. — 
It is needless to consider now whether the college should be established” 
at Rajshahi or Rangpur. The Rajshahi College was raised tothe status of — 
B.A. classes in the year 1878, and it has grown to be an institution second in 
importance to the Presidency College and equal in importance to the Dacca 
College with about 800 students, 400 in the B.A. and 400 in the LA. el: 
and theratare I submit that instead! of checkmating it it ought tobe | 
developed. fararg? an 2 coca DS aa ae 
I may be permitted to withdraw the yesolution in the hope. 











will shortly visit the place,” rf Fok D Sent SA Nib fe Ras en a a ne 
_. ‘The resolution was then, by leave. of the President, withdrawn. 
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" Resolutions. ~ 
"Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri ; Rai Mahendra Uhandra Mitra Bahadur. 
Lene LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 13. 

; The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following reso- 


oni , 
_.. ‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that ac 
of the Principals of all colleges in Bengal, Government as well o> pees: 
be invited to meet under the presidency of the Hon'ble the Member in charge 
of Education, to consider the recommendations of the Calcutta University 
Commission and to submit their report to Government. 


5. He said :— 


“My Lord it will, I hope, not be necessary for me to inflict any long 
speech in order to impress upon Hon'ble Members the necessity of the 
proposal embodied in my resolution. Hon’lsle Members are all aware of thie 
many diverse and far-reaching recommendations of the Calcutta University 
Commission which are no doubt calculated to serve the best interests. of the 
oountry in the matter of educational development in all its branches. 
‘Before the report of that august body is considered by the Government. of 

~-India and action taken by them, I think the Government of Bengal will 
‘Submit a report upon the recommendations of the Commission. My humble 
suggestion is that before the Government of Bengal consider the recommend- 
ations and submit their report thereupon there should be a conference of 
_the experienced educationists who dre in charge of the existing educational 
‘institutions and who are principally and immediately concerned with 
these recommendations. Individually they will be able to submit their 
views no doubt, but there is a special advantage—which I don’t think 
I need point out—of discussing the questions involved in a conference where 
by mutual exchange of views and open discussions a unanimity of views 
upon the recommendations of those vitally interested in the same may be 
secured, The real difficulty to my mind will be how to give effect to the 
_ weighty recommendations of the Commission which will practically revolu- 
tionise the whole educational system involving very heavy expenditure, both 
capital and recurring. If the system proposed by the Commission and 
- decided upon by the Government is to be given effect to by degrees, then the 
* question how to do it can best be solved by those experienced educationists 
who are now conducting the existing system. I might add that the excuse 
of my bringing forward this resolution is that I not only consider it desirable 
but to my mind such a conference is absolutely indispensable. 


~ With these few words I commend this resolution to the acceptance of the 
Government and the Council.” 


_ The Hon'ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said :— 

|My Lord, it is very difficult to follow the reasons of the hon'ble 
ia ems who moved fhe resolution. He suggests that a conference of the 
_ Prineipals of all the colleges in Bengal under the presidency of the Hon’ble 
_» Member in charge be formed. Now, my Lord, what is the object of the confer- 
ia ? Isitto sit in judgment over the recommendations of the University 
Commission, or is the object to carry dut the recommendations of the Commis- 
% All these recommendations are now before the Government of India. 
‘These recommendations are to be formulated into several sections and the Act 
i will be passed. If a report be submitted by all the Principals of colleges under 
| the presidency of the Hon'ble Member in charge, that report will be of no 
‘avail. The Whole question of the recommendations of the Commission will 
be discussed at a proper place, at a proper time, and before. the proper 

uthorities, I find that the Rajshahi College has been mentioned as the 
‘best college and that there is. considerable intellectual activity in that 
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uarter. The Cerin that, so far . the _ 

ooghly colleges are von aye, they are pm te inferior Kehna and I wees : 
inferentially that the B.A. standard in these colleges’ may not be recom- th 
mended. ‘These are matters, Sir, which are agitating the minds of the 
people. The recommendations of the Commission are the subject-matter. of 
consideration by the people throughout. Bengal, and criticisms are offered on — 
‘the recommendations of the Commission, because the public think that they 
havea right to do that. Surely, before the. a aMRE RT come into 
force, the opinion of the public will -be ‘considered. If. the proposed 
conference of Principals of all colleges is held and the public are not asso-~ 
ciated at the conference, what, will be the result? I therefore think that 
this resolution which has been moved by my learned friend is out of place. 

If he considers that the conference will do some good, I have not the least 
objection. But all the recommendations of the Commiission are now before 
the Government of India and the whole subject will be discussed insthe 
Imperial Council and> non-official views will be taken into consideration b 
the Government of India. My Hon'ble friend suggests that no non-officis 
‘element is to be taken in the conference ; and | am really surprised to hear 
‘that : but if anybody is-to object to the recommendations of the Commission 
it: is the non-official people, and I do not think they should be excluded. 

My Lord, without wasting further Your Excellency’s time, f ‘bog to 

i ag this resolution”. 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— ar: 
' “My Lord, I will say.only a few words. I do not quite see the necomdty 
of the proposed conference. 1 imagine that all the Principals’ of the colleges 
were examined by the Members of the University Commission, and [ under- 
stand that most of the Principals of colleges, whether in» Caleutta or in the 
mufassal, are Members of the Caleutta University Senate. I think, Dr. PL. 
Neogi, the present officiating Principal of the Rajshahi College, is not a ' 
Kellow of the University Senate. The permanent Principal is always made a 
Fellow, but. the officiating man has to wait probably till he becomes per- 
manent. His predecessor in office, Rai Kumuadim Kanta Banarji Bahadur, | 
was or is still a Member of the Senate. The Senate will meet and discuss 
the recommendations of the University Commission. There the Principals of 
almost all the colleges; whether in Caleutta or outside Oaleutta, will have the 
opportunity of saying their say and of criticising the proposals of the 
Members of the University Commission, That being so, .1 do not see why 
there should be a separate conference ; and 1. oppose this resol resolution,” 5.) 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 


“ My Lord, I do not think [need t take up the time of the chin cas 
length. The Hon’ ble Mover of this resolution has already had the views ie 
two of his non-official colleagues who have ‘opposed the resolution, and T 
think on good grounds. Although ‘on behalf of Government I. am 1 
to Repent the resolution, 1 may say that, 1 am ijn entire sympathy 

Hon'ble Mover in so. far.as he desires that at some stage or BP srosinind 
should be adfrank exchange of views between Government .and th@ 1 
nacre in Bengal regarding the recommendations of the 
iy niversity, Commission. Tosome extent, therefore, Lam in agreement 1 
the Hon’ble ryhag but I would now goon to say why I ae gen sy 
_ resolution. he first place, the Repors of the, Pe oaies ersity oe 
on at tat por nee er of it which deals with the Tas Ua versity, i8 > 
sige hel ti ng, 


fox ozawa ho sosnstvation coe . Usivotiy’ 
3 + @ recon! he’ utta U; 
and ia intricate sand itjie.very, set a and proper that the Local ( jove 
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it 10% Id have the opportunity of the fullest exchange, of views with the 
| Government of India before the Local Government indicate their views on 
_ certain definite and vital issues to the public. In the second place, I cannot 
conceive that a round-table conference on the report generally ean lead to 
if mgt practical result. The subject is too vast, its extent too wide, the 
_ essential issues are too numerous ; and we do not want another Commission. 
Bat the Hon’ble Mover’s conference which is intended, I presume, to sit 
| from day to day will be perilously like another commission. Again I think 
_ that the Hon'ble Mover has failed to realise the far-reaching consequences 
~ which the Commission's proposals involve in suggesting that his conference 
| should consist merely of a few professional educationists. If there is to be a 
conference and obviously we have got to consult public men before long 
representing other interests also, in fact all those who are concerned in the reor- 
ganization of education will have to be consulted. The Hon’ble Rai Debender 
Chunder Ghose Bahadur has mentioned the Calcuita University. Surely, 
_ the Calcutta University has a right to be heard, if Government decide that 
_ the main issues of the problem should be discussed at a conference convened 
~ byGovernment. My Lord, [am unable to speak with any more definiteness 
without ire, views of the Government of India on this point, but I may 
- state that we fully recognise that if the recommendations of the Commission 
are to be substantially accepted and translated into action, we must have 
on our side the willing co-operation.of all those who have considered the 
- educational problems of Bengal, and we believe that some kind of conference 
at a later stage might be held but more catholic in the sections of opinion 
which would represent will help Government and at the same time 
satisfy the'public that these important questions will not be decided hurriedly 
or without the most careful consideration. For these reasons I cannot 
accept the resolution nor can I at present agree to bind Government to convene 
| any such-conferenceas the Hon’ble Mover suggests. But I may say that we 
may reasonably expect that at a later stage we shall have a conference for the 
- diseussion of certain vital issues by persons ‘interested therein, quite apart 
' from the debate that is likely to take place in the Imperial Council on the 
- Daeca University Bill or the Calcutta University Bill. Such a conference 
~ might be helpful, but at the present moment Iam not prepared on behalf of 
| Government to accept the proposal of the Hon’ble Mover.” 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said :— 

' “My Lord, I was labouring under a misapprehension. My idea was 

hat before the matter is taken up by the Government of India the opinions 

the Calcutta University and the Bengal Government would be taken, but 

I now see that the matter will be first considered by the Government 

dia and then we shall have to hold some sort of a conference. As 

e Senate was asked separately. to report, I thought that we should have a 

| conference here jast now.’ I am satisfied to-hear that some sort of con- 
srence will be held at a later stage and therefore I wish to withdraw the 

on.” 4 
‘he motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ADJOURNMENT. 


ouncil was then adjourned to the 18th December 1919 at 11 a.m. 
ment House, Calcutta, . | ‘ 
Rei 2 : J. F. GRAHAM, 

Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 
Seey. to the Bengal Legislative Council. 
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PART. IVA. 
4 ganar of the Bengal Legisiative Council. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915. 


Tux Council met in the Council Chamber at ‘Government House, 
Caleutta, on Thursday, the 18th December, 1919, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 
His Excertency the Right Hon'ble Lawrence Jonny Lumury Dunpas, Earn 
or Ronaupsuay, @.0.18., Governor of the Presidency of Fort William 
tn Bengal, presiding. 
a 
The Hon'ble Sir Henry WHEELER, K.C.1.E., C.8.1. 
4 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. G. Cummina, ¢€.8.1., 0.1.8. 


The Hon'ble Sir Buay Coanp Manas, K.C.8.1., K.C.LE., 1.0.M., MAnARAJA~ 
puiasA Banapur or Burpway. . 


The Hon’ble Mr. ©. J. Srevenson-Moort, C.v.0. 
ie i The Hon'ble Mr. H. L. SrepHenson, €.8.1., €.1.8. 


awe The Hon'ble Masor-Generat W. H. B. Rosrnson, C.B., 1-M.8. 


FRR: The Hon'ble Mr. F. J. Monanan. 
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(Juestions and Answers. 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 1. 
seed | OATH OF ALLEGIANCE, 


1B ‘The Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson, the Hon'ble Major-General Robinson, 
the Hon'ble Mr. Monahan, the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, and-the Hon'ble Mr. Goode 
made an oath of their allegiance to the Crown. 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 2. 


hilly STARRED QUESTIONS. 


+ The following questions which had been starred /were put and 
answered :— 


By the Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood:— 

*L ' 
a (a) Are the Government aware that many junior married members of Relief to junior 
the superior services, who are stationed in Calcutta, are finding the utmost — oars 
difficulty in meeting the largely enhanced-cost of living? i pera oe: 


_ _ (6) Are the Government aware that it is becoming almost impossible for 
junior officers to rent even part of a house? 


(c) Are the Government aware that this is chiefly due to the recent great 
inflation of house rents in Calcutta? 


(d) Isita fact that the Calcutta house allowance paid to married members 
of the superior services in Calcutta is reduced from Rs. 175 to Rs. 90 for 
seven months out of the twelve ! 


(e) Is it a fact that house rents during this period remain constant ? 


' -- (f) Is it true that when an officer’s. wife is absent from Calcutta for more 
than two months this allowance ceases 4 


(2) Are the Government aware of the fact that an officer's expenses are 
largely increased when his wife is away, as he is obliged to maintain two 
_ establishments ? 


(h) If the answers to clauses se) to (g) are in the affirmative, will the 
- Government be pleased to state whethér ey are considering the desirability 

_. of amending the house-allowance rules with a view to making them more 

equitable! ; 

___(#) Will the Government be.pleased to say whether they are ge an 

| the desirability of taking up the question of giving relief, by means of ape 

| allowances, or otherwise, at a very early date to the junior married officers? 


eae ‘ 
Ls aren 


ii 


if ia i by the Hon’ble Mr, Marr:— 
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; (Questions and Annas. ne 
(d) Yes. The scale for Calcutta house allowance. is as follows :— 


CALCUTTA. Nie Fi 
Ciisy -, : Se | 
Tinks OC caleed. Bevwaon the Ist April | Between the Jad November 3} 54 
| yeti | ewaidictebey | eC 
CMT AER FG ET FCAE RE UREARE The SK le yyue 
Rs. | Ra. aig Sey 
Under Bs. 800 .:. os 40 50 : 
Rs. 300—499 ee 65 100 ~ pu 
Rs, 500-999... J 90 175 = i 
Rs, 1,000—1,499 a 
60 | 175 ‘ 
_ Rs. 1,600—1,999 | ’ 
Ra. 2,000—2,500 Ne Nil 150 


“ 


(e) It presumably depends on the terms on which a house is leased. 
(f) Yes. : 4 
9) It is difficult to give a general answer as circumstances may vary 
greatiy. ; 


_ (A) A reference regarding the practice referred to in (f) and recommend- 
ing a modification of it was made to the Government of India some time ago. 
Inquiry will be made when orders may be expected. 

(i) The matter is receiving consideration, but it is beset with difficulties.”’ 


_By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


+ I . - 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
during the last thirty years no inhabitant of the Rajshahi district has been 
appointed to the Provincial Judicial Service? 

(e) Is it a fact that the Government rules for the appointment of officers 
in the Provincial Judicial Service provide that the name of an enrolled éandi-. 
date is to be removed from the list in the event of his failing to obtain an! 
appointment before he attains the age of 29? : aw 

(c) Are the Government aware that the name of Babu Kritanta Nath 
Maitra was removed from the list of enrolled candidates before he attained 


the age of 29? 5 
*(a) Are the Government aware that Babu Kritanta Nath Maitra 


_ both the B.L. and M.Sc. examinations in the first, division, and that he was 


on the table in reply to question No. 22, Devos ac 
(e) If the answer to clause (a) of the question be in the affirma 


the only candidate with this qualification among the list of pera, Et 
f the 3rd gah 19% 
aus 


the Government be pleased to say whether they are prepared to boii 
ae gate of Babu Kritanta Nath Maitra, who is still below the age — 
of 29: SER OL ac Geel 





Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Roy:— ate Reaee ¥ SH a 
‘* (a) Government have no information. p the Perna 5a The Hon 






Member may obtain the information from the pe: Ot ee 

(b) Yes. Whe ke . Payer 

" (c) Yes. si eS RDS: 4 aR 
(d) You fi, aise ae} ian 

(e) Does not arise.” 
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i a Questions and Answers. 
_ By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
AS | Aaa Ave 
_,_{@) Will the Government be’ pleased to state whether the scheme for 
improving secondary education has been sanctioned ? 


| __ (b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reaso 
_ delay in giving effect to it? “ ‘ : Batty 


Improvement | 
of 


education, 


_ (¢) Is it the intention of Government to give retrospective effect to the 


scheme from Ist April, 1918? 


5 Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
-““ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 
j (®) No unnecessary delay has occurred. Government aré anxious to 
ve effect to the scheme as soon as possible. The necessary preliminary 
etails, are now being worked out by the Director of Public: Instruction. 


(c) The answer is in the negative. The Hon’ble Member is referred to 
the answer to question 13.” 


' UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


_ (Answers to which were laid ‘on the table.) 


By the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazi-ul-Maq:— 
a; ; 


(a) Will the Goyernment be pleased to state the number of appoint- 
ments held by ministerial officers under the Magistrate-Collector of Dacca 
in the upper and lower divisions, grade by grade # ° : 


(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Muham- 
madans in éach grade? 


(e). ‘Will the Government be pleased to state the number of paid proba- 
tioners employed in the offices under the Magistrate-Collector of Dacca from 
the ist April, 1912, to the 31st October, 1919, showing the appointments made 

_ ineach year separately ? 


(d) How many of these probationers were Muhammadans? 


_(e) How many of these probationers were given permanent appointments 
and how many of these latter were Muhammadans ? 


Is it a fact that four Muhammadan probationers have been removed 
from the office of the Magistrate-Collector of Dacca in order to make room 
‘for four Hindus who were junior to the Muhammadan probationers? 


@ If the facts are not as suggested in clause (f) of the question, will 


‘the Government be pleased to state the facts giving the reason for the 


removal of the four Muhammadan probationers ! 
(*) Will the Government be pleased to state the principle aceording to 
hich appointments are given to paid probationers? 


nape i) Ts it not a fact that the Government of India has definitely ruled in 


43 


No. 127, dated the 27th January, 1905, that a probationer who 

ified himself for a permanent post should not be turned out of service 

becanse he has failed to secure an appointment within a limited 
q 







(j) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table an extract from 
jee dealing with the principle which has to be followed in giving 
anent appointments to paid probationers ! 
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ointment in the district office. They were therefore removed. Four 
indus were on the recommendation of the Chairman, Bengal Employ- Fin 
ment and Labour Board, as haying rendered satisfactory war service. ree . 
of them were appointed as paid probationers and one, who is an under- Hy 
graduate, was ven a sub. pro tempore appointment. yer 
__ (hy The Hon’ble Member is referred to rules 53, 57, 58, 62 and 65, ay] 
Chapter I'V of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules, 1918. y 
(i) and*(j) No. On the contrary, the Government of India said: ‘ The. Pall | 
i _ coum arg Mi igor if properly worked, affords, in the opinion of the Gov- ia 
ernment of India, the best method of recruitment, provided that the period of pC 
_» probation’ is limited ordinarily to two years: afid it should be a rule that if, , 
" _on completing two years’ service, a probationer is not definitely accepted as “I 
te qualified for promotion, he should quit the service of Government, being . 
replaced’ by another probationer so as to extend the field of selection.’ ’’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 
Ae 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a tabular state- Admission of — 
‘ment showing the total number of applicants who have been refused admis- po pie into. 
sion last * ye and —_ this year into each of the various classes of the ‘h® ‘ifferent — 


different Colleges in the Presidency of Bengal ? Bega. 4 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— ( : 
‘** A statement furnishing the required information, as far as available, | 


is laid on the table.” 


Statement referred’ to in the answer by the Hon’sue Mr. O'Mauiey to question .No. 2 (un 
starred) asked by the How’six Rai Manenrpa Cuanpra Mrrra Banavur: at the Counet 
~ meeting of the 18th December 1919, showing the number of applicants who were refused 
admission during the years 1918 and 1919 into the different classes of the Colleges in 
Bengal. 


1919, 
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Questions and Answers. & 





- 





ett ‘ - b) Is it a fact that the entire grant of the Syedpur Trust Estate to ‘the 
ee latpur H. E. School is at present being spent for the benefit of the 
_ Muhammadan students alone, whether tenants of the estate or not t * 

/___ (¢) When, and under what circumstances, was this innovation made and 
et, yao and under what authority? Ag teh ese 
__.,...(@) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the following 
re rk made by Mr. Monahan, as Commissioner of the Presideney: Division, 
Hite visitors’ book of the Daulatpur H. E. School on the 26th February, 


eave 
i fl 


‘I do not quite understand why the benefit of the grant which is 
made to this school from the management and, improvement 
allotment of the Syedpur Trust Estate, should be. restricted 


tos 
eae ir Sosa 


ear re i _ to Muhammadans. It seems to me that the poor and deserv- 
a ape ing non-Muhammadan tenants of the estate may have a claim *_ 
on it.’” " 


() What action, if any, has been taken on the above remark ¢ 


- (f) Is it a fact that a dismissed police servant, named Rahimuddin 
aikh, was appointed a teacher of the Daulatpur H. E. School some time 
hack, in preference to qualified Muhammadan candidates of ‘the locality! =~ 


_ (g) Are the Government’ aware of a feeling that, exists that this gentle- 
man has been trying to create a tension of feeling between Hinduand — - 
_ Muhammadan students since his appdintment ? ee 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malliey:— : 


diet: @ The estate has been under the management of the Board of Revenue 
for nearly a century, and it would involve an undue amount of labour to trace 
the history of the grants made from its funds to various educational 


_ (b) and ©) The Board of Revenue directed in 1913 that the grants made 
_from the funds of the estate to primary schools should be ye up to 1 per 
cent. of the rental, which should be allotted to schools established for the 

benefit of tenants of the estate, irrespective of religion, while grants to 
secondary schools, such as the Daulatpur High School, which were to be 
' limited to 1 per cent. of the rental, were to be given for the benefit of 

Muhammadan students only. ‘s 


-  (d) and (e) It is understood that at the time when Mr. Monahan recorded 
_the remarks in question he had not the edge papers of the case and the 
orders of the Board of Revenue before him. No action was taken on his” 

olanpgg 


_ remarks. ye ; 2 
-__._ (f) and (g) Government have no information on;the subject. 
_ By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. trwin:— 
a 
Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been tiueation to 

“taken to give effect to the resolution passed by this Council at its meeting !>si 0 

1 February 


iy "19th, 1918, and reaffirmed at the meeting on February 19th, “choy and” 


9, on the subject of education in hygiene and sanitation in schools and Fone 
olleges throughout the province? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
sey nitab’ books have been recommended for supplementary 
n poate nd classes of high schools and in the training colleges. 
ddle and upper primary stages as well as in normal, guru-training 









the province, 














: uilsie anit! Sites ae . Shs 3 


and muallim-training schools, certain text-books have also been | 

for the use of pupils as a pemeteery subject (in Government and aided 
schools). - In lower Hy stage the instruction is oral. a copy. of 
the list of text-books is lai in 

(2) Arrangements have been mise for the delivery of a ‘course ae 
léctures on hygiene in the training colleges and schools at Calcutta and — 
- Dacca, in the Dow Hill training class for Europeans at Kurseong, =~ at 
the Bethune College and collegiate school, Calcutta. 

(3) Provision has been made for the teaching of,the subject in cake 
guru-training schools by the Health Officers or sanitary inspectors: employed 
ih municipalities or district boards. 

(4) Lanterns, screens and slides have been purchased for use in con- 
nection with lectures on hygiene. 

(5) The suggestion that hygiene should be included as an, opieonal 
subject for the matriculation examination was forwarded to the University. 
On their eppipetan, the Government of India have sanctioned the pre- — 
scription of hygiene as an additional subject for the matriculation 
examination. 

(6) An application has been made to the Government of India cn sia 
appointment of a whole-time Physical Adviser and a Deputy Sanitary Com- 
missioner for school hygiene. Necessary provision for these posts, as well 
as for the measures mentioned ee has been made in the current ‘year # 
budget.’ 


List referred to in the reply to Unstarred Question No. 4 asked 
at the meeting on 18th December 1919. 





List of text books on Hygiene approved for use in all Government and f 
recognised schools, both English and Vernacular, in the Presidency. of 
Bengal, for the year 1919, 


A. Text books for supplementary’ use in— 
(@) classes ILI and IV of high schools in the Presidency and Burdwan 
Divisions, and in 


(ofgapasses VIL and VIII of met schools in the Dacca, Rajshabi and 
Chittagong Divisidns. < 


Any one of the following :— 











Rea : 
1. Soience of Health « HH, Pratt aa nt Doiverity Pre Press, re 
2, A Mealth Reader for Indian P.C. Wren + (Macmillan & Co.) we 1 0° 
High Schools. MN 
3. Ruysloioey, Ts at, 1a for J.B. Williamson ees sgeaum: semana eee 
Hand Book). 
4. Moural of st sowie (Revised Dr. ©. Banks eee (Macmillan & On) ™ o 
B.B-—Toat books may be weed with pot ako he Maing Calas rr a de 
7 liletat book ddipimeatibeene’ | 5.0 kaos ee eae Oe. 
(i) standards V and VI of middle xan in ‘the ‘Dpslialush ane 
Burdwan Divisions, : tigt 
(ii) classes V and VI of high schools in the Prositiency ‘ond Barwa 
rh wT vee POURS San shee SepeDamD MeL ci oh cated Al A haar 
es lasses VI and VIL of vernacular schools in she Daces, Rajshahi — 
ast cpllagoag Pie Gone $4 so are Wa ines i 
bi oe ex; a weenie 






y and NI of. 7 céna middle bi eabeole, jn t 
‘Rajshahi and igh sn Divisior agin a . 
Vand VI of junior madrasahs in Beaaall sada 


ea training schools and normal schools in Bengal. _ 


‘tap_tn on Drs. C, Banks and Hari. Macmilla & Oo. oo 
ao ll and gg eld ny dhan Dutt, : i ) : f 


cana Swasthya Niti, ¥ ar Choudhury, up, (B. C. Basak, Albert 5 
«Part Library, Dacca.) 


» Bwasthya Tattwa, Part II ... al aaa Ghosh Baba- (author) me 
ur, M.D. store 
ip hat Sop tc a seen re mm dan nance eet i a 
J. ext books for use in— ee Pie } 
@ standard IV of middle and upper ‘eatin schools in the Presi- 
~ dency and Burdwan Divisions, a 
ante) class VII-A of high schools in the Presideney and Biciiwan 
Divisions, — 
wo class V of vernacular schools in the Title Rajshabi and Chitta- 
gong Divisions, 
(iv) class IV of high and middle English schools in the Siacak: Raj- 
shahi and Chittagong Divisions, and in 
ee guru and muallim training schools in Bengal. 


5 Any one of the following _. 


ts 


es 


oas ‘Village ey me “fale Dr. Kamakhya Charan (Asoke Chandra Banerjee) 3 
sas Kies ba ation. aa ca ' ‘ 
ie ii 4 seen ‘Bijnan~ wie Tahar Lal Das; 118s. and (Brojendra Moban Datta, 5 0 
Wis : Sarat Chandra Brabina- _, Students’ yee Cal- ’ 
chari, M.A., B.7. cutta) , 
“8. “Garhasth a {Swasthya ‘Nit, Lt. P, Choudhury, mn, (B. C. Fane 8 6 
; Part Il. LMS. Likeadiy woos t 
Henan Katha (for boys)  Giris Chandra Basu + (Ghosh & Oo., aay Pe BN) 
» 5. eres Bibs PartI .... Rai Harinath Ghosh (Author)  « * eo. nith Oo. 
53 


. Bahadur, m,n. ‘ ust 

Drs. C. Banks and Hari- (Macmillan &Co oa | 

Grihasthalir Girish Chandra Basu... (Ghosh & Co., Oulbuteh): 10 
. . 


Rai Dinanath Sanyal Baha- (S.C. Suniel &Co,) ... 4 0 
gence s atc 


He oA), ink iawee: tite schoo’ aa in the corresponding erie of high, 
ul ie entirely 0 ora “Thee — should take shears of talks on the 


p sere ah Losi leaniineas. ‘ 


necessit rooms clean. 
tf par water, fresh air, sunlight and hogpbrantnhia 


up sleeping rooms. | } 
BE ony dnd dirty habits, such as spitting. shld 
of. 3 


be treated ; wie a | 


schools in this Presidency, lessons on Hygieve 


| to how simple complaints—woiinds, ‘“snake-. 





















- 1884 


‘ stats ot inh the sch ed 


TET? 





’ Questions and Answers. 


' The tency must proceed not merely by precept but by } exam; The — 
first essential then is that the’ teacher himself should be a man o beatthy ay 
and clean habits; the second that the school should be well. ventilated and 
scrupuloush clean,; the teacher should also insist that every child wat it 





comes to school must be clean and ti y- 


W. C. Worbdsworts, 


; Offg: Director of Public Instruction, Bengal. — 
CALCUTTA, sf ; : ¢ 


The 14th November 1918. 


By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin:— 
5. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what ‘steps * have ‘ee 
taken to give effect to the promisé of the acting Director of Public Instrue- 
tion given at the meetipg of this Council in July last with regard to the 
reorganization generally of the Victoria and Dow Hill Schools? 


(b) What sum is sanctioned per diem per capita for the feeding ony, of 
the pupils of the Victoria and Dow Hill Schools, respectively? 


f°? Is any other item in addition to actual food chargeable against this 


(a) Has this scale been submitted ‘to, and app tived by, the medicai 
authorities as being sufficient to provide adequate nourishment for growing * 
en? 


(¢)_ If not, are the Government considering the desirability of obtaining 
the opinion of the medical authorities on this point ? 


v) Has any increase in pay and emoluments for the staffs of the two 
schools been sanctioned and given effect to? 


(g) If so,'/has such increase been proportionate in each school alike? 


sae id ee Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


. als for the’ reorganisation of the two schools are under tis’ 
voiibider venues of Government. 

(b) The rate of the capitation een | allowance for the boys of the 
Victoria School is Rs Rs. 20-4 a month. This includes Rs. 18 for food and 
Rs. 2-4 for laundry, oil, wood, @ The amount sanctioned per cut per 
capita for feeding only amounts therefore to 9 annas 7 ] PIES 13:4; 


The rate for the girls of the Dow Hill School is Rs, 18 a ck but the 
allotment for them is pooled with ‘that of the students of the training class 
attached to tip eabooke for whom an allowance of Rs. 45 each a month is 


sanctioned. The exact amount set apart per diem om. capita for Socinziy: 


the'girls Cannot, therefore, be stated definitely. 


(c) The answer to (b) covers this question. 
(d) The above scale was fixed in 1913 in consultation with the Sanitary 
Commissioner. 
e) The question of increasing the ting, rates ip, view i ot oe increase 
in ea is ab sp er the a earidseation of G nment and due considera-— 
tion will be given to the tions of ia ait ty Cothmissioner. “ rs 
( anisation of the schools certain 
ave rane bit ga yee 8 in ae 
effect from Ist a: 1919. 
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Ps Bree at Questions and Answers. 


_ 4g) The increments have been sanctioned according to sliding scales, 
trom Ry. 30 to Rs. 50, which are different for male = female Eeedhiats: 
‘There is _ further difference also that female teachers drawing above 
Rs. 200 have not been granted additional allowances, whereas male teachers 


. at the Victoria School drawing above Rs. 200 have been granted increments.’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
6. 
(a) Is it a fact that there was a Middle English School at Mathurapur 
in Maldah of about thirty years’ standing? 
() Is it a fact that the school was of great benefit to the children of the 
tenants of Mr. G. Hennessey? 


~_ (¢) When, and at whose instance, and under what circumstances, was the 
school closed ¢ ‘ 3, ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley:— 
“ (a) Yes. The school still exists, although its recognition was tempor- 
arily withdrawn. 
-(b) Yes, the school was and still is of great benefit to the children of 
_ the local people who are the tenants of Mr. G. Hennessey. 
(c) The recognition of the school was withdrawn from the 21st October, 
1916, to the 30th September, 1917, under the orders of the Inspector of 
Schools, Rajshahi Division, owing to serious irregularities in the internal 
management.”’ 


—_ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


7. 

In connection with the reply given by Sir George Barnes to question 
No. 12 asked by the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi at 
_ the meeting of the Imperial Legislative Council held on the 24th September, 
1919, regarding the appointment of Indians to the Customs Preventive 

Mess Calonttn, will the Government be pleased to say— 
(i) whether any applications for appointment in that service have 

been received from Indians, and s 
(ii) how these applications have been disposed of ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


** (i) Yes. The Collector of Customs, Calcutta, received during the last 
two months applications from three or four Indians for posts in the Preventive 
Service 


(ii) The Collector of Customs or the Superintendent, Preventive Service, 
~ interviewed all the applicants, but found that, while they generally possessed 
_ better educational qualifications than are needed for a Preventive Officer's 
_ work, none of them satisfied the conditions under which recruits for such 
_. service are selected. These conditions are that candidates must— 


(1) -be under the age of 25. 

(2) be unmarried. - 

(8) be of athletic habits and of physique good enough for outdoor work 
in all weathers and at all hours. 

(4) have good eyesight. 

h ‘majority of the applicants only satisfied the first condition. 








i& 


Closing of the 
Middle English 
School at 
Mathurapur, 


Appointment of 
Indians to the 
Calcutta Customs 
Preventive 
Service, 
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Questions and Answers. sa 
_ The Hon'ble Member is also referred to the reply given by the Hon'ble — 
. Sir George Barnes to question No. 14 (b) asked by the Hon’ble Maharaja 


Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi at the meeting of the Imperial Legislative 
Council held on the 24th September, 1919.”’ ng pe Legisla 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


8. # 
Appointments . (a) Is it a fact that applications have recently been invited by the 
in cs abo Conservator of Forests, Bengal, from Europeans for 8 posts in the Forest 
pt .. Department? 
(b) Will the Government be pleased to say why applications have not 
been invited from suitable Indians who have graduated in Science? 


7 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


‘* (a) Owing to unavoidable delays in filling up the sanctioned cadre of 
the Imperial Forest Service and the difficulties which would be caused by the 
consequent shortage of staff, the Government of India authorised this Govern- 
ment to entertain temporary officers as stop-gaps subject to a maximum pay / 
of Rs. 800 a month and a time-limit of two years in each case. Applications 

* were accordingly invited by the Conservator of Forests from Europeans for 
five posts, corresponding to the number of vacancies in the sanctioned cadre 
. of the Imperial Forest Service. ‘ 
_ (b) The question of appointing Indians who had graduated, not in 
Science, but in Engineering was considered; but in view of the fact that the 
\ officers proposed to be appointed were intended to take the place of Imperial 
Officers and would only hold the posts for two years without any prospects 
of any oo employment in the Forest Department, the suggestion was 
abandoned.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


9. . 
(a) Is it a fact that through 3rd class tickets are not issued to passengers 


Through 3rd cl 
\ tickets on the ™ travelling over the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway and Eastern Benga! 
rel Railway from Darjeeling to Calcutta, in ordinary passenger trains? 
eign (b) Is it a fact that such passengers are charged the fares for the mail 
train? : 


(c) Are the Government aware that this arrangement causes great incon 
_venience to passengers, especially those who come from Darjeeling, Kurseong, 
etc. ? 
(d) Are the Government considering the advisability of mem the 

_ Darjeeling-Himalayan sates authorities to issue through tickets from 
; Darjeeling and other places on the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway to Caleutta _ 
and to charge ordinary fares? ee AS 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— “ BN 
“ (a) Third class passengers from stations on the Darjeeling-Himalayan — 
Railway can book through to Calcutta by paying the fare laid down for the 


Mail train. Passengers travelling by ordinary trains other than the Mail 
can take advantage of a lower fare over the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway 


by booking to Siliguri and re-booking thence to Calcutta. 
(b) Yes. f 
(c) No. / i a Tea a ist rap pete 
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irom Pye le S 
Pant IVA] THE CALCUTTA ‘GAZETTE, DECEMBER 81, 1919. 1387 





wi 

















xeiboes SED 


Mikes Questions and Answers, 


 (@) No, the. Local Government do not consider that any action is neces- } 
sary as the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway Company have the right of fixing 
a tariff of fares, subject to the maximum prescribed under their contract.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 
10. ‘ 


Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving the names Proposed railway — 
of the proposed railway. lines.in the Dacca Division, and showing the progress lines in a sg ae 
made in regard to each? . Deces. girs aie 


Heth 


i 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


*‘ The Hon’ble Member is referred to ‘‘ Railways in India, Administra- 
tion Report for the year 1917-18,’’ Appendix IT to which contains a list of 
Railways and tramways projected up to 31st: March, 1918, and the progress ane | 
made on each up to that date. “2 


- The Hon’ble Member is also referred to the answer given by the Hon’ble 
Sir Arthur Anderson to a question asked by the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir 
Manindra Chandra Nandi at a meeting of the Imperial Legislative Council . 
on ist March, 1919, which was. published in Part V1 of the Gazette of India 
of sth March, 1919. ' 


The following further Ae Se has been made since the publication of | 
the Administration Report of 1917-18:— 4 


(2) In connection with the Serajganj-Mymensingh Railway, sanc- 

i tion was given in April, 1919, to undertake a detailed survey 
for a line from Nandanpur to Gabsera. 

(6) In connection with extensions to the Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar 
Railwy System sanction was given in November, 1919, to under- 
take a detailed survey for a line from Sararchar through 
Kathiadi and Hossainpur to Kishoreganj and a reconnaissance 
survey of feeder lines in the neighbourhood of Kishoreganj.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


11, 
Will the Government be pleased to state when the following lines are Opening of 
expected to be opened :— meetin railway 


() Tangi-Tangail ; ] 
(vi) Netrakona-Mohanganj; and ish 
_ (iti) Sharia-Bagmari? . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


“ The Government of Bengal have no information to show when the 
lines are likely to be constructed or opened. > : ‘ , 
__ ‘The alignment surveyed for the Tangi-Tangail Railway has been mH 
- accepted. Phe projects are under examination by the Railway Board. 


> By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

ae Same . 

 @). Wi Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Improvement 
pro ne ro Looal Gosesinuent for the utilization of the grant.of of the pay of 

_ Rs. 3,09,876, for the improvement of the pay of the teachers of Government Government 

ch Schools have been sanctioned ? High Schools 
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Questions and Answers. et. 
'_ (b) If 8o, is it in the contemplation of the Government to give immediate 
effect to the scheme? . neh ih 


— 
(c) Are the Government aware of the prevalence of a feeling of discon- 
tent at the delay that has already occurred ¢ ‘ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


“‘ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 
(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to question III (6). 
(c) The answer is in the affirmative.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


13. 
Improvement With reference to the reply pre by the Hon’ble Mr. Goode to my 
of staff and uestion at the Council meeting of the 12th August, 1919, that there was no 


ieee of PY deflection of the amount earmarked for improving the staff and increasing the 


— Governinent pay of Government High School teachers, is it in the contemplation of the. 

overnment to give retrospective effect to these proposals from the 1st April, 
1917, z.e., the date the Imperial grant was made, and, if necessary, to move 
the Government of India for the removal of any technical objection which 
may be in the way of so dealing with the matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— , 


‘“* The scheme was sanctioned by the Secretary of State in a telegram 
dated the 18th September, 1919, which was received by the Government of 
India on the 21st idem. .Under the Civil Account Code unless otherwise - 
expressly ruled, or unless the contrary appears from the context,,a sanction 
of the Secretary of State takes effect from the date of receipt of the orders 
by the Government of India. Apart from this objection, which is not merely 
technical, it would be impracticable to give retrospective effect to the pro- 
posals from ist April, 1917, both because the ‘sums allotted in 1917-18 and 
1918-19 are not included in the present year’s budget, and also because it 
would not be possible to appoint teachers to the sanctioned posts with effect 
from the date mentioned.’’ Stats 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


14. 
"Production of _ (a) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of the private 
parer-pulp from firms by whom experiments have been’ made in Bengal with’ a view to produc- 
Nee} ing paper-pulp from bamboo? : 5 


, (6) Are the Government in possession of the results. which have been 
obtained from the said experiments ? i 


(e) If so, have they been examined by the Government experts 
‘> (d) Have the latter formulated any scheme on the subject? - - 
(e) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay the same on the table! 


‘ (f) What immediate action, if any, are the Government taking to 
organise and promote the paper industry in Bengal? ' Ni ae 
(g) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of all persons — 
and companies who have made applications for a lease of Government forests 
for the manufacture of paper-pulp from bamboo:together with the names of — 
the forests which the applicants have applied for? Heed 


Rlon hind (h) Of the applicants, how many are Indians and how many Europeans! 


sl te Bhan . 


d(¢) In view ofthe answer to item (), items (9), (4 and (¢) do 


pl Sak soil se be r industry by giving advice on 
matters, HhiSiay waaeeg be Goresiry, to Hue Latonetiod ote 


of paper in Bengal. The question of paper-pulp will be taken 
of detailed. Gatsntzial inguiry when the local indus- 
tmen tis laced on a permanent footing. 


1 Only one European firm, viz., Messrs. Andrew Yule CAG Wa 
‘Government for a lease of the right of extraction of bamboos ite 
> of er The application is under the considera- 


i = the Government be plsemed to state the following actesslon Dow Hill 
the Ree, sat rd Regnery School for girls at Kurseong, Government 


) the ‘total cost Siibornet by the Government for the school during 
_ the last financial year; and 


pias tes} Py 


Saal of girls who passed re Matriculation Examination 


wt CY 5 
: it tr of Europeans and aoimiainil 
» clait riers at 
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| os the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
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a im Will the idteccsat be pleased to enumerate all the projects which 
e recommended by the Sanitary Board for the sanitary improvement. 


Which of them, if any, have received the administrative approval 


(ce) Which of them, if any, have been executed, and at what cost? 
Which of them’do the Government contemplate carrying out during 
i "the current financial year, and at what approximate cost? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


a oy knee and (d) A statement is laid on the table. 
schemes have received the administrative approval of 


caine ~ 


Bi camenes referred to in Answer to Question No. 16 (unstarred). 


Schemes recommended by the 
Sanitary Board, 
~ Cossipur-Chitpur water-supply. 
Faridpur ditto, 

. Howrah ditto, 
Berhampur ditto, 
Cossipur-Obitpur drainage, , 
Patuakhali water-supply » 
Maniktola water-supply extension, 

1901. Jessore water-supply. 

Dinajpur drainage scheme. 
1902. Faridpur water-supply. 
. Garden-Reach water-supply 
South Suburban ditto 
Burdwan water-supply 
ment. 
Mymensingh 
improvement. 

. Howrah drainage scheme 
Tittaghur water-supply. 
tea a to. 

tpara tto, : 
Howrah drainage scheme, 
1905, Howrah drainage scheme (exten- 

{ane sion), 

_.  ‘Vittaghur drainage scheme, 

1906. Khulna — water-supply, 

- Narainganj _ ditto. 

Tollygunge water-supply extension. 

Kurseong water-sapply improve- 
* ment, 

Maniktola water-supply, 

Howrah drainage scheme (Nor- 

thern Foreshore section). 

Howrah waterworks extension. 

 Baraset drainage scheme. 

 Basirhat 


eee drainage es (Southern 


Year. 


1894. 
1896, 


1897. 
1899. 


improve- 


water-supply 


1903, 


: 








_ Foreshore section), 

1a drainage scheme. 

drainage scheme (Southern ~ 
For e section), 

Howrah drainage 

_* ~ thern Foreshore section), 

Hit Kongo Bazar drainage scheme. ° 


g 


scheme (Nor- 


Schemes already executed 


Year. and their cost. 


1894. Cossipur-Chitpur water- © 


supply... see 
1896, Howrah  water-supply 
1898. Patuakhali ditto 
1899. Berhampur ditto .,. 
1900. Krishnagar aoe 
scheme 
1903. Garden Reach ey 
supply oes 


1904. Tittaghur water-supply 
South Suburban water- 


+ . Supply 


Gurulia —_water-supply 
1906. Bhatpara ditto... 
1907, Khulna ditto... 
1908, Faridpor ditto... 

Narayangunge ditto 

Tollygunge ditto 

Tittaghur drainage 

scheme... woe 
1910. English Bazar gba 

scheme 
1911. Maniktola weatbeloaapaiby 

Naihati ditto 

Khulna drainage 

seheme ... cas, 

Bhatpara drainage 

scheme ... deo 

Basirhat drainage 

scheme , 


Baraset drainage scheme: 


Garulia drainage scheme 
1912. Darjeeling water-supply 


improvement 

Kurseong water-supply 
Barisal ditto . ... 
Chandpur ditto... 
Darjeeling drainage 
scheme ed 
Bhatpsra drainage 
scheme ... ob 
Budge-Budge drainage 


(portion) oe 


Rs, 


80,000 
15,00,000 
4,000 
2,40,000 


28,000 


44,000 
13,000 
29,000 

5,000 
21,000 
18,000 


12,000 
2,90, 000 
16,000 


85,000: 


Sanitary 
improvement 
of the province. 


24,000 - 


14,000 
14,000 


6,800 
17,000 
7,000 
115000 
29,000 
1,84,000 
65,000 
1,07,000 
27,000 
76,000 
1,16,000 


15,000 


B Nomber of bede 


in the hospitals 


io Bengal. 


a me 


es 


‘ae 
hs 


fo 


su 
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Questions and Answers. 


; Schemer recommended by the Schemes picoblig dacsaish 
re Sanitary Board. ss Yaw : © aod thei cost, wb ‘ 
1909. .Jessore water-supply. 
* Naihafi. ditto. , 1913. Pirojpur water-supply 
: “ Bhatpura drainage scheme. South Suburban water- 
Berhampur itto, supply extension...” 
1910. hula water-supply extension. = ~ Garalia drainagescheme 1 Set 
South Suburban water-supply ©“ Serampur waterworks, are en) 
extension, 1914. Jessore water works...) 1,54,000 
Hooghly-Chinsura water-supply. Hooghly-Chinsura water- Nh Bal Rs 
Burdwan drainage scheme, works o 6,083,500 
Kushtia ” ditto, Ranaghat drainage «... 35,000 
Bankura ditto. eee eee a ose ; 
Darjeeling water-supply improve- arpara drainage =... i 
sth . eps pro 4045 paetees drainage... 25405. oH 
1911. Serampur water-supply. - \)bankura minage Gh : 
Barisal witenerate. Burdwan drainage at fe 
Pirojpur ditto, + portion) aoe vee 1,30,000 * 
Darjeeling drainage scheme. Kushtia drainage... 27,068 | 
1912. Bankura water-supply. Bhadreswar drainage 
. Howrah water-supply (extension (Contract No.1) 44.) L082. 
and improvement). oh Baruipur drainage =... J § 
Chandpur water-supply., “a Kurseong drainage ... 61,619 
1912. Uttarpara drainage scheme. 1916. Chittagong waterworks — 3,58,796 
Katwa drainage scheme, Barisal waterworks com- +5 
Ranaghat _ ditto. pletion ... sd 20,000 - . 
Bhatpara drainage outfall. : Katwa drainage ae 52,000 
1913. Bhadreswar drainage scheme 1917. Bhadreswar drainage ee 
(portion): (Contract No. 2) ww 10,500 
Howrah drainage scheme (central). Tangail drainage ‘ 17,290 
Burdwan water-supply improye- ° Garden-Reach drainage: 2: oes 81. 433° 
ment, | 1918. Bhatpara drainage (ex- — 
1914. Chittagong water-supply. tension) oe 23,000 
Burdwan water-supply _improve- Uttarpara waterworks ... 1,50,545. 
ment. 1919, Satkhira waterworks ... 70,000 
Howrah water-supply  improve- Nator waterworks © «4. 88,200 
ment (Bally khal). HRT | cui aa 
Barisal water-supply com- booed a the current 
pletion). ‘ gs Sear hca scart ’ 
Narayangaoj water-supply ( zten- urseong sewerage 
sion). rapt estimated cost + — 1,08,000 
Uttarpara water-supply. “Ais _ Dacca. sewerage (initial 
Garden-Reach drainage, portion) estimated cost 10,08,000. 
’Kurseong drainage, Dacca waterworks 
1915. CKandpur, water-supply (northern improvement estimated 
portion), cost abe te 122,377 
Berhampur water-supply improve- Mymensingh water- § © 
ment, ' supply scheme  esti- . 
1917. Mymensingh waterworks improve- mated cost see 1,538,806 * 
‘ ment (1st portion), Midnapore water-supply _ f 
1918. Kurseong sewerage.  - scheme estimated cost .  5,54,000 
) Reconstruction of drain in ‘Bhagat- ; Krishnagar water-supp haa 
/ .. bir Jhora in Kurseon, ’ ‘scheme estimated cost 4,13,600 
1919. Krishnagar water-supp iy. my 


Dacca sewerage (initial } porsion). 

Noakhali water-supply. 

Darjeeling waterworks improve- 
ment, 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— Mee co 
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2 Will the Governtnent be led oy on he abe atten 


e number of toe ae e hospitals in all the districts of 
contain { ‘ 7 bevel ie ne 


b) Have any beds been added in an or 
Meatlveigeare! fief et 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— rit 
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| Statement referred to in the answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Marr to ‘question 

No. 17 (wnstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Basu Axuu Ouannra Darra 
at the Council meeting of the 18th December, 1919, sited the number 
~ of beds available in hospitals in Calcutta. 


‘Caloutta— 


Medical Neal Hospital—Medical 


Eden Hospital 


eet Oharak La tive 
Presidency General . 


re Campbell Hos 


Surgical 


Infirmary 
ospital 


ita 
Sanibhn Nath andi it Hospital * 
Victoria Memorial Hospital for Females 


Ka seve 
Hospita 


re todd ital ... 

Belgachia "Albert Victor Hospital 
Howrah General Hospital . 
Dufferin Victoria Hospital 


Burdwan— 


Katwa Hospital 
Raniganj Hospital 


' Asansol Hospi 


ital 


Total 


Burdwan Fraser Hospital x 
/ Kalna Mission Hospital 


Birbhum— 


’ Suri Sadar Hospital % 
Charitable D Dispensary 


Bolpur Waller 


Total 


Rampur Hat Dispensary 
Lady Curzon Zenana Hospital 


Bankura— 


Total 


Bankura Sadar Hospital 
Vishnupur Dispensary eis 

_. Saranga Mission Dispensary 
- Lady Dufferin Zenana Hospital 


Midnapore— 


Total 


Ram Obandra Goenka 


- 


‘ ei & sages enengen and Isolation 


sedan King 


Edward Memorial. poem 


nsary 
i itto 





oe 
rt 


Total 


a : 


Women. 


67 
54 
105 
13 


80 
253 
26 
78 
4 
16 
4} 
104 
881 


[1 roroco lsd taut 


Rl rome wo 





Total, 
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the answer by the Hon'ble Mx. Marx to question No. 17 
y the Hon'ble Basu Axum Cuanpra Darra at the 
Meeting of the 18th December, 1919, showing the number of beds 
ye been added in the hospitals named against each during the last 
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tf 20. Rajshahi rtf | 10, 
21. Dinajpur ... a es 
22. Jalpaiguri ... TAA ark t 
23. Rangpur... PvP iat as 
24. Bogra one «| 12 
25. Pabna re =r 1 y 
- 26. Malda. © ... seat ee 
27. Darjeeling pes je BP There is no District Board, 
, Total A mn , 
GRAND TOTAL sea 305 and 9° * Temporary Fever Dispensaries. 





ey the Hon’ble Babu Aka Chandra Datta:— 
19. r 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether Mr. Pilgrim, the 
tanning expert, has submitted his report a a the possibilities of obtaining “ 
taining materials from the Sundarban fo 


(b) If so, will the Government be Sond to publish it? 


(c) What action, if any, do the Government propose to take in this 
‘connection ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


“The report has not yet been received; the subsidiary points raised in 
the maar do not, therefore, at present arise.’ 


by the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


wii Bit the Government be pleased to state whether it.is a fact that 
Pande, father of Debanand, a détenu interned in village Malo, within 
the Jalpaiguri district, submittéd a petition in July last to grant his son 
leave for one month to enable him to come home to perform the yearly sradh 
of his mother which was to take place on the 28rd Sraban last ! 
r ( Ts it a fact that the Additional Under-Secretary informed him in 
' reply that the Government were not prepared to accede to his prayer ! 

(c) Is it a fact that thereafter Baladeb Pande sent a wire to the 
. Additional Secretary, Political Department, praying for for fer days’ leave for 
. his son Debanand and that this prayer was also rejected 

_ @) Is it a fact that Debanand is the only son of i“ parents ¢ 
ei Sun (@) wey the Government be pleased to state the reasons why leave was 
not granted to Debanand with such restrictions as might have been 


ny: een 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson:— 
2 a “ (a) ‘Baladeb Pande did submit a petition to that effect. 
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Questions and Answers. e a 
' (e) Détenus are usually allowed leave to go home on the occasion of the 


first sradh after a parent’s death but not on the occasion of the annual sradh. 
In Debanand Pande’s case there was no reason for the grant of a special — 


concession.’” 


‘ 
Py 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


21. aeathY t 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what was the total 
cost’ incurred in building the two-storied pucca house at Comilla which was 
till very recently in the personal occupation of the Settlement Officer of 
Tippera and Noakhali ? oy 


(?) From what fund did the cost of construction of the said building 
come ; 

(c) What was the purpose for which the building was originally con- 
structed ? beck peda se 

(2) How is the building proposed to be utilised now that it is no longer 
required for the Settlement Othicer Boe 

(é) Is there any foundation for the popular impression that the cost of 


the said building was included in the cost of the settlement operations which 
have been or which are proposed to be recovered from the landlords and 


tenants concerned ? 
(f) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the correspond- 


ence and other — relating to the construction of the said building and 
leading up to the final order or sanction under which the building was con- 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

(a) Ru 53,130, including cost of out-houses, land and establish- 
ment charges of the Public Works Department. ' 

b) The cost was met by the Government,of India, as the initial expendi- 
ture in connection with all major settlements is advanced by the Imperial 
Government. 


(c) It was built as a residence for the Settlement Officer and an Assist- 
ant Settlement Officer; but it was intended that at the conclusion ‘of . the 


- settlement operations it would be used as a residence for some other Govern- 


“rent realised during the time it has been in the possession of the Set 
~ Department, The minus difference, if any, between the original cost and — 


ment officer. 
(d) It has been arranged to utilise it as the Collector’s residence. 


“y 


(e) It is the case that. the original cost is included in the cost of the — 


operations; but the Hon’ble Member appears to be under a misapprehension. 


It is also the case that the proceeds from the sale of the said ing to the © 


Local Government are credited to the account of the operations i hte as the 


the subsequent credits, is borne by the Government of India and the land- 


lords and tenants in the proportion of 1 : 3. The amount to be paid by the’ 
Local Government for the building has not ‘yet been determined; and it is — 


therefore not yet possible to say whether the transaction will result in a small 
prodtce lass $0 sea tandiceda suid cancatia, : ; ve / ia 


_(f) No.” 
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BS Nae _ Questions and Answers. 

‘By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

ths Fee ian * 4 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what was the total cost c 

_ incurred’ construction of the one-storied building at Comilla which oneiudiea 


sabe | in 
: eae used ane is still used as the office of the Settlement Officer of Tippera pata 


y § , ‘ the Settlement 
_. _ (6) Has this cost been included in the cost of settlement operations Piiicer of 
__ which have been or which are proposed to be recovered from the landlords sie a 
and tenants concerned ! : 

(c) What use is it proposed to make of this building now that it will 
no longer be required for the office of the Settlement Officer ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. .McAlpin:— 


‘“ (a) Rupees 25,417, excludin establishment charges of the Publi 
Works isa: : 2 rod 


. (b) and (c) Several alternative schemes for the utilization of this 
building have been put forward from time to time, and recently a site 
committee under the presidency of the Commissioner of Chittagong was 
appointed to consider these schemes and advise Government. They have pro- 
posed that the Police Department should take oyer the building at a. proper 

valuation as’part of the scheme for new police lines. The difference between 
the original cost and the present valuation will in that case be borne by the 
ent of India and the parties from whom costs are realisable under 

section 114 of the Tenancy Act in the proportion of 1 :3.”’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
. uv 23. t 


(a) Will the Government be pleseesl to state whether they are under any ‘Provision of , 


obligation to provide Settlement Officers with their private quarters? paves eon 
b) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the, table the rules or Ofticers, 


circ , if any, as to the cost of construction of private quarters for Settle- 
ment Officers ?, 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


tee eatld 
’ 
: 

gohnd 





2 é 


(a) Government have agreed to the erection of quarters only at the 
‘ headquarters of districts where no suitable houses are available. In districts 
‘sach as Bankura and Mnurshidabad no such special provision has been found 
“necessary. . : 
_ (b) There are no special rules or circulars regarding the cost of construc- 
tion of buildings for Settlement Officers as distinct from buildings for other 
officers.’’ 


By’ the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


+ (a) Is it a fact that Mr. Sudhir Kumar Bose was recently admitted into Renee ve ee 
\ sie Gatoatea Medical College as a patient in a room which is ordinarily a a7 
allowed.to European patients, but that he was removed on the day following Mie Callens 
, to the Ezra Hospital on no other ground than that he is an Indian? Bete — 
______ (b) Is it a fact that, he had fever at the time of such removal ? 
(ce) Is it a fact that Mr. Bose is a Doctor in the Military Service? 
Si (a) Are the Government aware that instances of racial distinction cause 
great irritation to the Indian mind. iy) he 
bane (e) Will the Government be pleased to state what action, if any, they 
are taking in the matter? ~ : 





Mot TREE cALourra GAZETTE, DECEMBER Bi, 1, (Pant He i 


= 








Questions and nae nl le 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marri— ana tight th / 


e« (2) Mr. Sudhir Kumar Bose is an old student of the Medical College, 
Caleutta. As a matter of special jpristiage Indian students, when ill, are 
peeeitien to occupy a room in the Ezra Hospital. As an old student of the 

edical College, ‘the same pavilege was extended to Mr. Sudhir ‘Kumar — 
Bose, and he has been enjoying the benefit of a lar ape ey airy room to 
His father has expressed his personal gratitude his peiriege, being 
i hosesasieil im. 
) Mr. Bose had fever at the time of his: removal, but no risk was 
there ; involved, otherwise the patient would not have been moved. | 
(c) Yes. 
d@) and (e) As explained in (a), this is not a case of racial distinctio ion 
and no further action is proposed.’’ . 1 RS Gert 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


Introdnction of 
the Bengal 
Village 
Self-Government 
Act, 1919, in 
the province. 


rosary 44 
diatrict board 
of the right of 


electing their 
own chairman, 


f 


ip hie Excellency the Governor at the District Board conference held at 


(a) What are the districts in which the Gwnehianeil propose i immedi- 
ately to introduce the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919? yey 


(b) When is the election of the Union Boards and Local Boards. under _ 
the said Act likely to come off t 


(c) What contribution, if an ; do the Government propose to make to 
the Hae “ Union Fund ”’ of the residency i in oe year 1920-21¢ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


‘** (a) The Act has been extended to the Sadar Kalna and Katwa sub- — 
divisions of the Burdwan district with effect from the 1st November, 1919, 
and it is expected that it will shortly be extended to the Dacca: district. It 
is also in contemplation to extend the Act to other districts, but complete 
schemes for the establishment of Unions have not yet’ been formulated. 


(b) The first election of Union Boards under the rules framed under 
the Bengal Village Self-Government Act will take place within six months 
after their establishment under section 6 of the Act... The election of Local 


- Boards is regulated by the Bengal Local Self-Government Act and not by the 


ona Village Self-Government Act. 


(c) Government do not con template making any contributions to the 
* Union Funds ’ in the year 1920-21.’ 


« 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— pr akorice 
26. dé ; nit OY r 


(“. Will the Government be eden to state whether it is in their con- — 
templation to confer upon any district board.or boards the right of cReoting : 
their own chairman within 192014 


(b) Will he Goverment be lee to male fll atement a6 the 
policy they propose to follow in this connection? Sr} Peri yrs 


5 
* bei 
. 5 t 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— * Va Re 
“ (a) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to PAREN IS 


ernment House, Calcutta, on the 4th December, 1919." ar 





“| 
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ie J Questions and Answers. 

_ By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

» oie chs 

__,, Will the Government be pleased to. make a full statement, district by Relic measures 


i x meet of the relief given by the Government to the eyclone-stricken people se 





Pre e942) doth; ; ‘ 
» >) {2)-rice;” ; 4 
: (3) cash; Mew i3 
(4) loan; and c 
(5) seeds? : Ties 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


_ ‘Full and detailed statements, district by district, are under prepara- 
tion and will be published after the conclusion of the relief operations.” 


‘ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
eae ’ 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is at present Appointment of 


in their contemplation to appoint District and Sessions Judges from the District and 


members of the mufassal Bar? P oa ie 


(b) If so, how many appointments are proposed to be made and when? menver of the 
(c) What will be the procedure to be followed in making the selections? 
(d) Upon whose recommendation will the appointments be made? 


; ( ¢} Is it in the contemplation of the Government to invite nomination 
from all District Judges or District Magistrates on the occasion . of each 
appointment ? 


(7) Have the Government made any rules in this behalf? 7 
(g) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay them on the table? | 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 


“ The question of recruitment of District and Sessions Judges from the 

- Bar has been under consideration in connection with the recommendation 
of the Public Services Commission. Until final orders are passed in the 
matter, no details can be settled.”’ 


~* 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


af 29. " 
(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact Hearing of 
Ma saul ig the Additional District J see there are some who have had hardly spptsls by 
| any experience or training in civil cases, who have to hear appeals in intri- District J 
~ eate civil suits against the decisions of very senior Subordinate Judges and 
3 uy D) the attention of the Government been drawn to the opinion that 
Sena . that it is unfair not only to the litigants but also to the 
cers themselves that they should be se to hear intricate civil appeals 
ut previous training and experience 
oy Ate: ernment considering the desirability of making an in- 
oa ae wack steps aS may Wy accematy to bring about a reform in 
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Questions and Answers. ; ; 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— ss tr an 


~“* Tt is'a fact that some Additional District Judges at the time of their’ 


first od ps ocagat have had little experience in civil cases, but the instances 
in which they are eo pe immediately to hear intricate civil appeals are 
rare. The question of improving the legal training of members of the Indian 
Civil Service who are allotted to the judicial branch has long received the 
attention of Government, and in ]913 proposals were sanctioned by the 
Secretary of State to enable them to undertake courses* of study in law in 


: ris pe In 1914 orders were passed under which selected junior members. 
° 


service were to be given continuous training in civil cases for a period 
of 18 months before they joined the judicial branch, but owing to the deple- 
tion of the cadre and the strain upon it in connection with the war, only 
three officers have so far received this training. It is hoped that, with the 


return of more normal conditions, it will be found possible to extend the ' 


system.’’ 
/ 
By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
30. sis Five 
Is there’ any foundation for the complaint that in the Assam-Bengal 
Railway and other railways in Bengal greater facilities are afforded to 


Eurasians than to Indians in the matter of appointments, and that better_pay 
and prospects are ensured to the former than to the latter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 
** The Local Government have no information."’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


31. 

' (a) Will the Government be pleased to state ae is the improvement now 
contemplated by the Government in the Dacca School of Engineering? 
(b) What amount has been actually allotted for the said improvement? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


** (a) Government have sanctioned the maser roposals for develop- 
ing and improving the work of the Dacca School of Engineering:— 


* (1) that the school should be transferred from its present site in the 


Dacca, College compound to the Eastern Bengal and Assam 


Secretariat*Press buildings; ? 


(2) that the school hostel at present located in the Dacca College 
compound should be removed to a portion of the Eastern Benga 
and Assam Secretariat buildings, which will be occupied by 


hostel until new buildings are erected for it on some suitable 


aod 


site; 
(3) that the head of the school should reside in the Eastern Bengal 
and Assam Secretariat Press compound; ay 


(4) that the ‘Head Master of the school should be designated 


cipal; 
- (5) that the school should be placed under a Governing Body exercis- 
ing independent control and certain. powers in the 


te pow 
matter of appointment and control of staff and the administra- 


tion of finances; oe el 


_ 


Sughy ayy iy f 
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| as SO Questions and Answers. 
- (6) that of the 40 reduced feeships which were formerly tenable b 
oe a nd Indian students at the Apprentice Department Sf the Civil 
Engineering Sig te Sibpur, eight should be transferred to the 
Dacca School of Engineering and commuted to 8 haere 
e 


NE Ea of Rs. 10 each with effect from the commencement of 
en i s ap be ea session 1918-19. 


Government have also sanctioned a fixed consolidated grant to meet the 


contingent charges of the school for a period of three years with effect from 


1920-21 and have authorized the Governing Body to exercise certain powers 
; 7 spending the grant. Government have further sanctioned the creation 
of— ‘ ; 


_ (4) one post in class VI (Rs. 300) of the Proyincial Educational 
Service in lieu of a post in class IT (Rs. 200) of the Subordinate 
Educational Service; 

(2) five posts in the Subordinate Educational Service in lieu of certain 
posts outside the cadre of the Subordinate Educational Service; 
(3) one additional post outside the grades for the appointment of an 
additional clerk. . 
(b) The actual allotments made by Government are— 


(i) fixed consolidated grant for 
a year; 
(ii) additional cost of staff, Rs. 3,360 a year; 

(iit) purchase of an additional cement-testing machine, Rs. 350. 


Government will incur further expenditure on structural alterations and 

~ on the removal of the workshops in connection with the transfer of the school 

to its new quarters and*also in erecting the new. hostel buildings. The 

- . Director of Public Instruction has been asked to submit proposals as to the 
actual expenditure to be incurred in exécuting these works.’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


32. \ 

(a) Will. the Government be pleased to describe the scheme now 
under their consideration for the expansion of the Government Weaving 
Institute at Serampore? 

(6) What amount, if any, has actually been allotted for the execution of 
the scheme? 

4 (c) What was the total expenditure incurred last year in financing the 
said institute ? 

(d@) What tangible results have so far been achieved by the said 

institute? 


_ Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 
(a) The proposal is to remove the Weaving Institute from Serampore, 
where there are diffeulties in the way of expansion, and to erect suitable build- 
"ings for its accommodation on a spacious site in the neighbourhood of Lillooah. 
_ The initial cost of the scheme (including land) is estimated at Rs. 4,32,000. 
anew: money has actually been allottéd for the scheme, pending a 
clot) rea waco that as been raised of including a bate depart- 
nt in Geena for a technological institute in Calcutta. 
~ (c) The total expenditure in 1918-19 was Rs. 33,336. 


. 






the school for three years,—Rs. 21,000 


Expansion of 


tsi 


PP eae ee 


the Government .. | 


Weaving 
Institute at 
Serampore, 


Training of 

foreman 
mechanics at 
Kanchrapara, 


Names of 
industrial 
companies to 

_ whom facilities 


acquisition 
of land. 








Questions. and Answers. 


(d) From the higher class about a dozen students are turned out yearly, 


neatly ail of whom have obtained suitable employment in factories or mills, 


or as weaving teachers, inspectors, etc. Krom the artisan class, 


a ry 
al 


ae a 


Ss 


which is 


attended by practical weavers, 43 passed out in the year 1918-19: of these 28 

are working at their homes on fly-shuttle looms (the use of which they haye 

learned at the institute) and 8 are employed in hand-loom poco or under | 
ere, are - 


Government: particulars are wanting as to the 4 


7. 
similar results for previous years. in addition to his work at the institute 
the Principal directs the work of five outlying weaving schools attended by 
advice on weaving matters in reply to con- — 


practical weavers, and also gives 
stant inquiries addressed to him."’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
33... 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to describe the scheme now under 
their consideration for the training of foreman mechanics at Kanchrapara? 


(6) What amount do the Government propose to allot for the execution 


of the scheme ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


& @) A copy of the report of the committee, appointed by Government 
0. 


in resolution 


348-Edn., dated the 27th February, 1919, which describes. 
' the scheme, is laid on the library table. 4 


(b) Government are considering the question of financing the scheme 
in consultation with the railway authorities. A sum of Rs. 45,000 has been 
Provided in the current year’s budget for the construction of a hostel for 


Indians at Kanchrapara. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
34, 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to mention the names of the indus- 
trial companies to whom facilities have been afforded under the Land 
Acquisition Act for the acquisition of land, since the publication of the report 
have t been given’ of the Industrial Commission ¢ ; q 

‘the 


(b) What facilities have been afforded and when? 
Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 
oe (a) 


Names or Companixs, 


Loud 
Acquisition Act. 


1, Messrs. Marshall.Sons & Co,, Limited, of Gainsborough, 


_ England, 
2, The Bengal Iron and Steel Company, Limited _ 
3. The Indian Iron and Steel Company, Limited 
4. The Burma Oil Co,, Limited soe 
5. Messra. Thornyeroft (India), Limited  — ... 


Other applications are under consideration. 


f the provisions of the Land Acquisition Act for 
their behalf. The dates of the declarations under the 


are mentioned opposite their names.”” 


od 


Land 


(b) Facilities have been afforded to these Companies by the apy 
or 
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a hes Questions and Answers. 
_ By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
it 35. ay Ne Lore a f ‘ : 
wir e Government be pleased’ to mention the names of the i i 
Pasay 6s OV ‘ e industrial e8 © 
t ag the promoters whareet technical advice has been given by the industrial 


' era since the publication of the report of the Industrial Commis- °mtrts © 
sion shat : advice has been 


_ Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Marr:— ey. 
_. ** Bechnical advice has been given in 10 cases altogether. Messrs. 
Dayenport and Company and Messrs. J. Mahabeer and pesmi were two 
of these. In the other cases the inquirers did not state whether they were 

connected with any industrial concern,” : 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 
‘3 36. . 
(a) What is the scheme now under the consideration of the Government Encouragement 


for the encouragement and émprovement of handloom weaving ¢ ; on) lopeovenene 
‘ or handiwom 


_ (b) What is the name and status of the officer who was placed on tay Wine 
duty in this connection? ; . an 
(c) When was he deputed and on what remuneration ? 


Me 


(d) What are the places at which he carried on his investigation ¢ 


(e) Has he submitted his report? If so, will the Government be pleased 
_ to lay it on the table? Y : al 


' Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 


~. “(@) The weaving expert to the Government has been placed under the 
Director of Industries, but he has not yet submitted a report and no final 
scheme has yet been formulated. . 


(b) Mr. E, Hoogewerf, Principal, Serampore Weaving Institution. 
(ce) 5th May 1918. Graded pay Rs. 500—50—750 plus Rs. 355 deputa- 
tion allowance. 
- + (d) Bankura, Pabna, Asansol, Dacca, Chapra (Nadia), Zowargan] 
(Chittagong), Noakhali and several villages in the district of Hooghly. 1 


(e) Yes. The report is laid on the table.’’ 
REPORT REFERRED TO IN ANSWER TO Question No. 36 (e). 


Copy of letter No. 3216 /M.B., dated the 21st October 1918, from E, Hoogewerf, 
Esq., to the Controller of Munitions, Bengal Circle, Calcutta, 


, _ 1 was placed on deputation in the Financial; Commerce and Industrial 
i ig Sabet for six months with effect from the 5th of May 1918, to assist 
"in the improvement of the handloom weaving industry of Bengal, and as the 
period of my deputation will terminate on the 4th of November next, I give 
_ * below a summary of the work done by me. Bie | 
9. In the month of May last I proceeded to Bankura to organise for : 
evistrar of Co-operative Credit Aiiciatios some of weavers’ societies, to 
<e it possible for the Registrar to undertake the weaving of Dosuti cloth, 
and for which was made by the Munitions Board, Simla. During the 
‘of a week the teacher of the Bankura Weaying School. and myself ; 
yy some of my ex-students successfully . or; anised some 13 societies, , 






‘Donovan ‘who visited Bankura shortly after, found it necessary to 
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Questions and Answers, 


form a Union to finance and control these societies. A general 
accordingly convened of the leading gentlemen of the town 
local weavers as could be got to attend to consider the propos: 
Registrar, and the possibilities of establishing these societies on a permanent 
basis. : Bye camry . PRA AShL Be, ie i 4 ahiee Fath oe 

3. The District M ate, Mr. Vas, was appointed President of the — 
b gers and some of oo — compa 8 pc office bearers. The rules — 
for the management of the Union with their bye-laws were. ied, uM 
the Union was registered on the 18th June. The member of e Pehl a 
later increased to 20. These societies under the supervision of the Wea’ 
teacher, Babu Sudhir Kumar Bannerjee, whose services were rred 
to the Co-operative Department, successfully wove about tv ‘five thou- 
sand yards of Dosuti cloth for Government and other bodies, besides under- 
taking private orders and executing work which the Union was able to pro- 
cure for them. The Union is working efficiently, and is in a position at — 
present to undertake large orders for the manufacture of cloths. a 

4. Twenty similar societies were also started at Pabna, but it was not 
found necessary to organise a Union at that statign, as a central bank ment 
existed there, and the Registrar was of opinion that these societies coul 
easily be controlled by the Managing Committee of the Bank. It was found 
that the Pabna weavers although organised expressly for the weaving of 
Dosuti cloth, could not be utilised for this purpose, as the rate of weavi 
which the Munitions Board was in a position to offer them was not foun 
sufficiently attractive, and they preferred to carry on their own business, 
large orders for which they had weaving of Lungi cloths for the Chittagong 
and East Bengal and Burma markets,‘ and several thousands of these fabrics 
are being sold to Mahajans weekly at the local héts. Weaving societies could 
also have been started in the other ,districts of Bengal, where weaving 
schools exist, but as some difficulties arose with the Munitions Board, Simla, 
in the matter of prices, it was found impossible to manufacture Ordnance 
Dosuti cloth at the rates at. which Mr. dilver was ble to buyin the 
material, and hence the manufacture of Ordnance Dosut? cloth has evil 
temporarily abandoned. Cite pha iia dita. 

5. I also organised a body of some 80 to 100 weavers in .the villages 
some distance away from the town of Bankura on behalf of the Bengal Home 
Industries Association, and these weavers are still executing the orders for 
‘Ordnance Dosuti cloth, special yarn for which was cocnene: -T understand 
that some 8,000 yards of this material is now ready and it has woven up 
to the specifications required by the Ordnance Department. Mr. Silver from 
time to time has written to say that he is eee to purchase Dosuti cloth 
which could be utilized for other purposes than the making of tents, but 
hitherto since no definite order has been placed by him, no work could be 

iven to the societies and in consequence it seems useless to organise fresh 
Goliae of workers, unless sufficient work can be given to them. I wo 
in this connection that I may be permitted to go to Simla to person: 

' discuss this matter with Mr. Silver to obtain from him some definite orders 

which the weavers of Bengal would welcome, and if they are sufficiently large 

more weavers’ societies could be organised in other districts. Me 







6. In pres json the phere, x have bee ca ~ out. 
e spinning and weaving of Sunn hemp. regards the spinniz 
wt some 30 to 40 samples have foe Besant § 1il-spw 
Finlow, and judging from his letters, een sg vell s 
fechs Subtnlbore Sock, Bom Gi an ORs aa akteclan eu 
ae | re Sunn hemp fibre and which was extracted without | 
‘ i “4 e a good titute for flax for the sewing of sac 
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—  Oedestions and Answers, 
ries have been started at Serampore. Experiments have also 
at the local Jute Mills for the spi fet Gas et yarns 
d that one of these firms has alrea: y ordered ou ial 
ery for the purpose. — ie we as well as filter cloths and beltings 
5 been manufactured with this fibre, and I think that at this period 
if om definite orders were placed with the firms referred to aboye, the 

_ prospects of further development seem certain aa ie 
7. Since last year a great demand for woollen cloths and blankets has 
ip nce bese and I have been helping the local weavers of Bankura, Midnapore 
and Murshidabad to sell their goods more lueratively than before by encourag- 
. ing some ane men I know to go into the districts and to purchase woollen 
’ yarns and blankets from the wool workers and to supply them to buyers with 
~ whom I have brought them in contact. A woollen factory has also‘ been started 
__. at Serampore by Mr. Borrie, who was an Engineer of one of Messrs. Bird & 

' Co,’s Jute mills. r 

8. Besides the above, inquiries have been received by me from time to 

. time for vse hao of cotton canvas and Union cloths and I am coo- 

_ stituting inquiries and having experiments carried out to ensure a lar 
_ supply of them. I have also ee ae inquiries for the manufacture of brass 
and iron articles,.and I have rendered the inquiries as mach assistance as 
ae could by bringing them into contact with the artisans who do this work in 





-_—*. As regards the duties T had to perform at the Munitious Board, I 

may state that I have been entrusted with the placing out of orders of all 

_ the textile materials,' boots, hats. gaps. uniforms, ete. required by the various 

ab faden ing bodies, and to inspect and pass the goods before they were 

despatched: T have also had to réply to numerous enquiries relating to 

hand spinning, weaving, and to advise the selection of suitable weaving 
' machinery. : rhea 

- 10. At my last interview with you, you asked mé for am expression of 

__ My opinion relating to the more efficient promotion of local industries, and: 

- Tthink Tam njaiied in making the following suggestions from the experience 

Ihave gained in these matters. _ 

1 am fully convinced that if the local industries of this province are to 
be improved, a separate department known as the Departmentof Industries 
should be created, and that it should have as its head a Director with at least 

. three efficient assistants to deal with the primary industries of this province, 
_ namely:— 


a 











. (i) An officer who has a as knowledge of hand and power weaving 
_ * and its allied branches; 

(ii) A chemist conversant with industrial chemistry and capable of 
Byres conducting researches; 

iti)’ A Mechanical Engineer with a sound knowledge of mining. 


11. Experience shows that industries cannot be promoted or the 
artisans efficiently taught unless they are in some way brought under control, 
and this can best be done by forming them into societies and unions. In this 
ince the work has been entrusted to the Registrar of Co-operative 
ies with the result that it-has formed an impediment to the develop- 
“the local industries, for the simple reason that it ha& been put under 
control, that is to say, the organisation of the artisans into, societies 
m0 of financing them has been entrusted to the Registrar o 

dit Societies, while their industrial education rests with the 

; ently, it often becomes a difficult matter 

» two departments to work in harmony with each 

ces where these conditions do not exist the promotion and 
‘dustries is considerably an easier matter, as the officer 
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‘ Questions. and Answers. Ee 


"entrusted with the promotion of industries happens also to be the Registrar. - 

of Co-operative Credit Societies. In these circumstances I think that the 

Director of Industries sigpeatod in my note should also be vested with the 

¢ wers of a istrar and may be known as an additional Registrar of — 
-operative Industrial Societies. ~ Asse) een 


4 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:—. 
37. n ¢ ‘ 4 ; ee : a 

Leasing of (a) What forests, if any, have the Government leased out for the extrac- 
_ Rererts for ee tion of wood-pulp and for other industrial purposes? : 

nol ia aceon () Will the Government be pleased to mention the names of the lessees 
' pulp, r “i 
ro and the terms of their leases ¢ . 
. Sn he 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— i 


(a) (i) A lease of about 126 square miles in the Buxa Forest Division 
has been granted to Messrs. Davenport and Company of Calcutta, for the 
extraction of timber and the manufacture of tea-chests and three-ply wood. 

- (vi) A lease has been granted to one Mr. C, T. Grenon of Calcutta, for 
the extraction of leaves of ‘‘ Hantal,’’ bark of,‘‘ Bhola’’ and *‘ Dhani 
grass ’’ from the Sundarbans Forests for paper-making. 

(b) The terms of the lease granted to Messrs. Davenport and Company 
are contained in the agreement executed by them, a copy of which is laid on 
the library table. * ‘ 

The terms of the lease granted to Mr. Grenon are contained in Revenue 
Department letter No. 161}-T.R., dated 29th September, 1916 (addressed: ™ 
oi ugy Conservator of Forests), a copy Of which is also laid on the library 
table.” : \ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


. 38. \ 
aa ak ghia! What is the scheme now under the consideration of the Government for 
| re-organisation , the gd yee of the Sericultural Department with the objéct of improy- 
ing the silk industry ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 


‘‘ Four years ago the Government of India appointed Mr. H. Maxwell- 
Lefroy to inquire into the conditions of the silk industry in India and to 
formulate recommendations for the revival of that industry, The recom~ 
mendations made by Mr. Lefroy are now under the consideration of the 
Government of India in consultation with the Local Governments. No final 
scheme for the re-organisation of the Sericultural Department in this Presid- 
ency can be drawn up until orders are received on the proposals submitted 
‘ by this Government in connection with Mr. Lefroy’s report.”’ 


. the 
* ricultural 
t ent, 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


39. ‘ . f . 5 
Development o& | Will the Government be press ‘to state what nape if any; have been 
dp iesgemo taken for the development of Co-operative Societies with industrial objects?’ ~ 
re aig Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 5 Wie Tegan 

** The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Annual on the working 
of the Co-operative Societies in Bengal during the year 1918-19, in particular — 


to paragraphs 1>-4, 27, 28, 40 and 41 thereof, and also to paragraph 7 of 
the Government Resolution thereon. A copy of thé report, together with — 
- the Government Resolution, is laid on the hbrary table.’ £4» it} 


4 ir a t 
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Sap Sir Henry Wheeler, © 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. _ 
LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 3. 4 

THE CALCUTTA CRUELTY TO ANIMALS BILL, 1919. 


‘The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler presented the R : 

. BL wwe eport 

Committee on the Calcutta Cruelty fikbtnils Bill; 1919. aie of, che -Beleot 
| He said :— , ; 

5 # My Lord, I beg to present the Report of thé Select C i 
Calcutta Cruelty to Animals Bill, 1919. ; mgr ttts eae 
' As Hon’ble Members will see, the report is short and it is also unanimous. 

_ We received various interesting criticisms on the Bill, and I think we gave 
- due consideration to all the important matters that were raised, eyen though 
_ the changes made have not been very extensive. I therefore only propose to 
_ Mention one or two of the more conspicuous points. 
It will be noticed that in reference to clause 3 we have departed from. 

__ the usual practice of Select Committees, which is ordinarily to mention what 
-_ the Committee has done and not what it has not done. But as there appeared 

_ to be some amount of misapprehension as to whether the term “animal” did — 

or did not include a bird, unless a bird was specifically mentioned, we. have 
given our own reasons and our authority for not including the word “ bird,” 
‘sas being not only unnecessary but even to some extent possibly risky, as 
reread doubts as to the meaning of the word “animal” alone in other 
cts. , 

Ne Another noticeable change is intended to meet a certain amount of 
_. ‘criticism that was received with reference to clause 6 and the somewhat 
| analogous clause il. Various people seemed to think that, while it was not 
unreasonable to impose a firther liability for cruelty of different descriptions 
on the owner, trader, carrier, contracior, etc.. yet it was rather hard to say 

_» that a person of that status might be sent to jail for an act of cruelty which 
might have been committed in his absence and without his knowledge. We 
. have therefore modified the permissible punishment, and have: also added a 

“special protection which we took out of the English Act, As the clause 
is now worded I do not think any owner, etc., who exercises reasonable care - 
has anything to fear. : 

4 ee - We‘ have not given a.similar protection in the case of clause 7, because 
wo thought. that it was up to any one who owns or controls animals to take 
care that such a disgusting practice as phuka does not occur in relation to 
them. In recognition of a certain amount of opinion to that effect, we have, 
1oweyer, enhanced the punishment awardable under clause 7. 

- We have made a change in connection with the seizing of loads and the 
sending of animals to infirmaries in order to meet the view which was 
expressed in several quarters that it was reasonable that the owner should 
get a written notice that his load had been seized or his animal sent to an 
n yin order that he could make arrangements for their removal, etc. 
We have made provision to that effect partly by taking a rule-making power 
under clause 20, and in clause 23 by making a substantive change inthe Bill: 

ge oy other change of importance is perhaps that’ referred to in 
be 

th) 7 
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hen I introduced the Bill I foreshadowed the- possibility that 
; t be raised to the killing of bulls, bullocks and cows for old 
an opinion was, in fact, expressed in various Hindu quarters, and | 
shown regard to it peste i that no order for the destruction 
Dullock or cow shall be made morely because it is unfit for work by, 
ld age, the idea being that, following the practice which commends 
‘ ‘orthodoxy, the animal sltould be sent toa pinjrapole, 
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an up the time of the Council for 
hon'ble mover of this resolution 
pie nk « First Year Class at the Maynamati 
nach say that it: has not yet been finally decided to saber: 
‘maintain permanently the First Year Class at the: school. 
Sanat aN r the continuance of the: class up — 
t Meanwhile, proposed to reconsider the whole 
| to come toa whether this class should be main- 
nently or. not, and it is quite clear therefore that the Govern- 
no intention of closing the class until they have re-examined and 
osition. Moreover, this school being more or less 
rtment, who directly deal with those who pass out 
aynamati, that department will also Have to consi-_ 
carefully conjointly with the Education Department. All 
‘the *hoo'ble mover of the ent resolution 18 that whatever . 
arrived at, it will n done in a hurry or without due 
r But on nef other hand, I cannot at the present moment hold — 
definite Stara —- the = hs “ — class. ai 
ly realiso t e importance ving such a class for jhe purpose survey. 
ing in the Chittagong Division ; and I can assure the hon'ble gentleman 
0 more that we shall examine-the question in all its bearings in due course. 
ast that in view of what I have said the hon’ble mover will not press for 









































salition.” 


Pat 


Mon‘ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said -— 


view of the assurance that I have received from the Hon'ble the 
ja Bahadur I do not feel justified in pressing the resolution. 

y only prayer is that, before any final decision is arrived at in favour of — 
on which, I hope, it will never-be, the opinion of the public will be 
considered, I therefore pee my Lord, with your Eyoellency’s 

‘ base iy aecayl the resolution.” 


sedan ‘to the Baveraoe i in Council that staheseusits 
h a view to une payment of the monthly pensions’ of Government 

the Presidency of Bengal by postal money-order, if they so 
that, een the sanotion of the Government of India be 


- of convenience:ao fer as pensions are canetigeds We 
in which the pensioners find it a great hardship to | 
nder the existing rules. It sometimes happens that 

dis ee, or has to incur large expenditare in order 
‘the district, to receive his pension. Some- ~ 
pension of Rs. 10, a man has to spend two 
ther disadvantages, ia T need not mo belie 
or matter, for I have every reason: we *- 
find ifavour with the Government.” 














> Hon'ble iain agrees to put the resolution in the follow- 
ll be glad to accept it on a of Government ee . ae 
Council cent to the Governor in Council that the } possi: 

nie ‘the | soni spear of disbursing pensions, 
‘ seg" dat craton money-order payments, or in such 


ers are not required to attend 
ae offices in order me Gare pensions, unless they wish 


16 Now'ble Babu Akhil ‘Chandra Datta said :— © 

; Tam quite prepared to accept the modified form.” 

tesalution was then put in the following amended form ena allen: 
- : if 

: i “ hig Conseil recommends to the Governor in Council that the possi- 
iy. be. examined of improving the present system of disbursing pensions, 
by ‘the introduction of a system of money-order payments, or in such 


way as will ensure that the pensioners are not required to attend 
= treasury offices in order to draw’ their pensions, unless they wish 





ae LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 7. 
so, tte! o Hon'ble Babu Akhil Ghanira Datta inoved the ihagng resolu- 


we 



















Peat powivabas to the Governor in Woareil that steps be taken 
“eva apa peompacts of the Assistant Senge: in the Prssiiclioy, 


i My ‘Bad thi 8 is a question on which [ do not feel justified in taking 
| time of th his Council in view of the answers that were given by the 
: wad at the last meeting of the Council in answer to a question by the 
Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. I find that the petitions of . 
vil Assistant Su s asking for an improvement in their pay’ and 
“have been a warded to the Government by the Surgeon-General 
ations and are now under consideration.~ We also find from 
that if there was any delay it was due to the recommendations 
Services Committee. We have also received assurances that 
ot likely to be much delay on the part of this Government in dealing 
peti so in view Of all these it is hardly necessary for me to 
es with any lengthy observation. All that I am anxious 
this. connection i is this—that the members of this Service and 
Provincial Services, both Judicial and Executive, are men 
qualified, and if there is any conceivable reason for the 
ence a fein between vem A and prospects of Assistant 
aed oad: that of | jstrates and Munaifs on 
apes son was that Civil potent Surgeons enjoy some private 
income to them. But, my Lord, it is now 
ae} Government have have also. rec that ‘the private — 
ese officers” ed very considerably owing to the 
i ually qualified, now practising. and 












oO. ‘consideration in arriving at a final 
or ieee of these Assistant Surgeons. 


ving one concrete 
vos el sine for the .B. A. 


y receive from Government. Dots ek 
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Resolutions. 
Bir Henry Wheeler, 


examinution ; both pass the examination, and it ‘so happens that one is — 
admitted to the Provincial Service on an initial pay of Rs, 250 while his 
equally qualified brother who has chosen the medical profession is admitted — | 
into the Medical College for a long and expensive course of five or six years. — 
After passing the final medical examination when he obtains an Seniunent: ‘ 
he is to begin on Rs. 100 only, That shows that the ieee 













in the latter 
service is very unsatisfactory, but as I have already submitt: Seto would 
not like to labour this point because it is admitted by Government that has ie 
pay is insufficient, and Government have already moved in the matter. My 
resolution is a vagy’ elastic one ; Ido not ask for any particular increment ; 
all that I ask is that steps should be taken to increase their pay and prospects 
and that the increment granted should be appreciable and substantial. That ° . 
is all I need say in support of my resolution.” - { iy 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— 


My Lord, Assistant Surgeons are a body of men who have never been 
backward in preferring their grievances, and the result is that in recent years. 
a considerable amount of attention has been given to them, and their pay has 
been enhanced on more than one occasion. I do noi, therefore, aceept the 
picture of them as a ground-down and sweated body of men, and while it is 
quite proper that the State should pay for their services a fair living wage, it 
must also be remembered that with the yearly increase in the number of 

candidates, there is no difficulty in filling our appointments, and we could not 
‘afford to, nor would it be right that we should, pay more than the fair market — 
rate. The arguments to which the Hon’ble Member has resorted “of compari- _ 
son with other services are further apt to be extremely misleading and 
dangerous. It sounds simple to say that a Deputy Magistrate or a Munsiff’ 
ets so much and therefore that the Assistant Surgeon should get'so much as 
th are equally qualified ; or that one brother should not be left to choose - 
one career and then find himself worse off than the other brother who has— 
chosen another ; but the argument really carries. little conviction. It is 
probably true of every family of brothers that one adopts one line of life and 
another chooses a different line, and when they reach a ripe old age they may 
find that one has succeeded to a greater extent than the other, but that is 
largely a matter of luck and temperament and is not the fault of Government, 
while supposed analogies between various careers may take us far afield, 

As illustrating what I have said regarding the improvements that have been 
effected in the pay of Assistant Surgeons in recent years, I may mention that, 

- to go no further back than 1898, we then approved of four cra he Rs. 100, 
150, 200, 300, and for Assistant Surgeons promoted to i i 


z 


ivil, Surgeoncies 
Rs. 850—500. Again in 1912 we introduced a time-scale rising from Rs, 100. 
to 300, with 10 per cent. of the cadre in‘two selection grades of Rs. $25 and 350. 
Again in 1915 we raised the pay of the Assistant Surgeons promoted to 
Civil Surgeoncies to Rs. 406—600. So that there have been three instances 
of enhancements between 1898 and 1915. The Public Services Commission 
took up the same question, and recommended a slightly improved time-scale 
and a slight improvement in the pay of those promoted to Civil Surgeon 
The matter was again examined last dold weather by the Medical Services 
Committee, and on the basis of the mendations of the Pablic Service 
Commission and of that Committee we have submitted proposals which ar 
now before the Government of India, again improving in a raced Verses 
prospects of this Service. Therefore, at the present rhoment, while we acce] 
the resolution as an”indication that the Council may wish to endor 
action in recommending an enhancement, yet it must be clea 
_ that we do not propose to do anything more than we have alreac 

we shall merely await the orders of the Government of India o 
which have been submitted tothem.” 









- 
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Bae o Resolutions. Adjournment. 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta; Sir Henry Wheeler. 
_ Phe Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said — 
SMOURLTANT | hogs . , ee . ; 

*My Lord, this is a matter on which I should like to avoid any contro- 


ie _ versy in view of the assurance that we have received that the matter is 


a4 Ps ‘ . 
ander the consideration of Government. I would like to sa hing i 
WyeRy An tatae ‘ : ; : ¢ y Somet in 
reply to some of the Hon'ble Member's observations with which I do not find 
a myself In agreement but I refrain from doing so. “I again repeat my prayer 
that. wa Increments that are proposed may be appreciable and not merely 
nominal, 


The resolution was then put and agreed to. 





“ 


LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 8. 


‘The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following resolu- 
100: ‘ 


; : ‘This Council recommends to the Governor in Uouncil that steps be taken 
_ to improve the pay and prospects of the compounders attached to Govern- 
ment hospitals and dispensaries in the Presidency. 


~ . He said :— ’ 


_* My Lord, since giving notice of this resolution I understand that orders 

have already been passed granting some increments to the compounders ; in 

-_ gome cases it is from Rs. 20 to 30 with an annual increment of Re. 1 and in 

- others the maximum has: been raised to Rs. 35, In view of this fact all I 

would like todo is to express the gratitude of the compounders and of the 
public to the Government for this act of mercy.” 


‘Phe Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :— 


si “My Lord, it is true that at the time when notice was first given of this 
+ yesolution we-had before us proposals from the Surgeon-General for raising 
_ the pay of compounders. I held them up in the expectation that the resolution 
would be moved on the occasion of our last meeting, but as it was then 


i postponed, I did not think it was fair that the compounders should suffer 
owing to the absence of the Hon’ble Member, and accordingly sanctioned the 
enhancement. There is little reason, therefore, for moving a resolution on 


"the subject now. 
The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 







ADJOURNMENT. 


ee The Council was then adjourned to Tuesday the 3rd February, 1920, at 
ment House, Calcutta. 


erie! 


J. F. GRAHAM. 


Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal and 
Secy. tothe Bengal Legislative Council. 
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vith September, 1010; snl is hacky 
ie Lith September, 1919, is h 
i d for general information :— 


st to declare and prescribe the limits of the 
priginal civel jurisdiction of the High 
— Court of Tuc at Fort William in Bengal. 
“Wuereas clause 11 of the Letters Patent for 
> High Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
engal, dated the 28th December, 1865, provides 
that the said High oye I bare pi genre 
ordinary ary original | civil jurisdiction within sue! 
local limits as may from time set Kaa’ awilated 
| prescribed by any law e competent 
sand _prese ‘att Bip Rents 


“Aw witrnzas it is expedient so to declare and 


















ivil jorisdiction of the said High Court ; 
Ibis hereby enacted as follows:— 
1. This Act may be called the Calentta High 
Short tile, Court (Jurisdictional Limits) 
wae Act, 1919. 
2. The ordinary original civil jurisdiction of the 
Linsiesof ordinary” High Court Mt Judicature at 
ginal civil juris- Fort William in Bengal shall 
om be exercised within the limits 
set out in the Schedule : 
Provided 4] ‘ in this Act shall sftet 
‘suit or other legal. pevvendiog ing in an 
Gini atthe date e commencement of this 
at, i= 
_-—,s PHE SCHEDULE. 
‘rameleas vit (See section 2.) 
fil jurisdiction of igh Court # exer- 


: line commencing on the western 










e river Hooghly at a point. where the 
| ine og reference p No. I (ina 
nt . river side of the Ghusri Cotton 








iar No. II (near 


themestorn end of Obstpar Toll Bridge) 







‘water-line of the river Hooghly, 
» the said line to the point where 


mn water-line of the river Hoogh- 
1 bank of the opening of Circular 
along the water-line of the south 
lar Canal passing under the Chitpur 
itpur or bazar Bridge to 

‘the eastern side of the south- 
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ed with a Public Works 


| thence along the eastern 


of the junction of 8 


the local limits of the ordinary original. 








of Cornwallis Street and Galif Street (now'mark- 


c Department stone) ; 
side and the easiern side 
of the eastern pavement ot Cornwallis Street in 9 


‘series of regular links joining points marked b: 


posts 1-3 to nappy pillar C at the north pty. 
h ambazar Street with Corns 
wallis treet; thence 7 a straight line to boundary 
lar D on tho solid south corner of the said 
Junction; thence in an approximately straight 
along the solid eastern side of Upper Cireular 
Road marked by posts 4-9 ; thence eastward follow- 
ing the commer round to boundary pillar B 
on the north corner of the junction of the 
unnamed road (which rans into Jadu Nath 
Mitra Lane) with Upper Circular Road; and 
thence by a straight line to boundary pillar F at 
the solid south corner of the junction of Jadu 
Nath Mitra Lane with Upper Cironlar Road ; 
thence by pos's 10-18 to boundary pillar G on the 
solid south corner of the junction of Ultadingi 
Road with Upper Circular Road ; thence along: the 
solid south side of Ultadingi Road in a series of 
continuous and approximately straight lines join- 
ing points marked by posts 14-16 to boundary pillar 
Hat the solid western corner of the junction of 
Ultadingi Road and Ganribere Lane ; thence by 
the Shik sod ern side of Gauribere Lane marked 
by posts 17-21; thence ly a straivht line crossin 
the road diagonally to boundary pillar I on the soli 
south-eastern corner of the junction of Garibere 
Lane ond Ultadingi Junction Lane ; thence along 
the solid eastern side of Ultading? Jpnction Lane 
marked by posts 22-24 to boundary pillar J on the 
solid eastern corner of the junction of Ultadingi 
Junction Lane with Helsibagan Road ; thence bya 
straight line to 25 atthe solid western corner 
of the said junction ; thence along the solid north 
side of Halsibagan Road marked by post 26 to 
boundary pillar K on the north side of Halsibagan 
Road directly opposite the solid eastern side of 
Upper Circular Koad south of it; thence by a 
straight line to post 27 at tho solid south corner 
of the junction of Halsibagan Road with Upper 
Circular Road ; thence by the solid castern side of 
Upper Cirenlar Road marked by posts 28-84 to 
pact ; thence turning east to bound pillar 
on the north side of Maniktola Road aye Se. ly 
a straight line to post 36 at the south corner of 
the junction of Maniktola Road with Upper Cir- 
cular Roadyat the north-western corner of the 
garden of Kali Pada Barik ; thence along the east- 
erm side of the lane on the eastern side of the 
raised platform road and marked by posts 37-49 to 
boundary pillar M at the solid north corner of the 
janetion of Gas Street and Upper Circular Road ; 
thence by a straight line to boundary pillar N at 
the solid south eorner of the said junction ; thence 
keeping again to the eastern side of the lane on 
the eastern side of the raised platform road along 
a line marked sts 50-61 excluding the 
recently made Ladies’ Park to boundary pillar O 
near the north pillar of the north entrance to 
Nortlf’ Station, Sealdah ; thence by a straight lin 
to boundary pillar P at the south corner of tha 
entrance; thence by the comparatively straight 
lines from pillar ¢> pillar connecting boundary 
rs P, Q, R, 8, and T adjacent to the pillars 
forming the corners of the various approaches to 
Sealdah Station; thence along the solid eastern 
side of Lower Circular Road marked by post 
62-64 to pillar 65; thence turning west to 


83 


ue Pens. ‘ 
ye ue: yi eave 
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Circular Road, by posts 81-86 to boundary 
A, and By, af the solid corners of the! junction of 
Novapukur or Bijli Road and Lower Circular 
Road, posts 87, 88, to boundary pillar C,, near 

ipautgansd dunes ers ih ica 
‘ ja ; thence by a straight line to boun: 

_ pillar Db. on the other side of the tramway lines ; 
thence post 89 eastward to post 90; to 

boundary pillars E,, and I, at the solid corners 
’ of the junction of Karaya Road and Lower 
Circular Road, posts 91, 92 to boundary pillar G,, 
opposite to Theatre Road, posts 93,94, to boundary 
pillar H,, a few feet south of the point directly 
mi daae the janction of Anckland Place and 

wer Circular Road, and following the curve of 
the road by posts 95 and 96 to reference pillar IV 
(which is on the boundary) *on the eastern side of 
the junction of Beck Bagan Lane with Lower 
Giroular Road. 


South.—A line commencing from the said 
reference pillar 1V ina straight line to boundary 
pillar I,, on the western corner of the junction of 
Beck Lane with Lower Circular Road ; thence 
along the solid south side of Lower Circular Road to 
boundary pillars J, and K, at the solid corners of 
the junotion of Ballyganj Cirenlar Road and 
‘Lower Circular Road ; thence by the solid south 
side of Lower Circular Rond marked by 97, 
98, boundary pillars L,, M, at the solid corners 
of the junction of Lansdowne Road with Lower 
Circular Road, post 99 southward to 100 
westward to post 101, northward to post 102 and 
westward to post 103, boundary pillars N 
at the solid corners of the junction: of Woodburn 
Rond with Lower Gircular Road, posts 104, 105, 
boundary pillars P, and Q, at the solid’ corners of 
the junction of Lee Road with Lower Circular Road; 
thence 4 the straight line links but broken 
boundary line formed by posts 106-113, to boundary 

R{ on the south-eastern corner of the june- 

Yon of Chowringhee with Lower Circular Road ; 
thence by an oblique straight line to boundary 
pillar S, on the south-western corner of the said 
junction (near a stone marked f.W.B-26) ; thence 
by a line representing the # limits of the 
holdings on the south of Circular Road and 
by posts 114-116, boundary pillars T, and 

U, at the solid corners of the junction of Haris 
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Be om) 
ary pillar Cy; thence alc 
regular northern boundary of the Magis 
und marked by posts 133-141 to bou 
» at the south corner of the entrance to 
Surgeou’s house from Thackeray Road ; 
Stagiteatie’ Soapmned or pice Ite Te 
8 8 compouni 
alon ed routhern bons ‘of that comy 
mar! 2147, 148 to boundary 1 
on the beak of Tolly’s Nala ; thence 
the straight line from post 148 to | 
BE, till it meets the water-line of Tolly’s | 
thence along the water-line of Tolly's Nala 
point in a direct line with the 
masonry drain running outside the J 
near which is boundary pillar P,; t 
the north side of the said drain in a 
across Motee Jheel to post 149 7 
ary.of the compound of the Magis 
thence northward along that boun: 
‘and westward to post 151 and n, ard | 
along the boundary of the Army Clothing Ag 
to post 152 ; thence westward on the 
the lane to boundary pillar G, at the north- 
corner of the Police Foapital md ; 
Central Jail 


along the wall of the Ali 
Belvedets Tete ‘nod market & pillars 1 
of the junotion of 
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to the north-western corner 
Belvedere Road and Jail Lane following the corner 
eastward to post 168 and continuing along 
south side of Jail Lane to post 159; thence by 
straight line to paren rae H, atthe acute 
corner of the junction ot ory Street with 
Jail Lane ; thenee to boundary, pillar I, on the 
north-western side of Alipore ‘thence to 
boundary pillar J, on the ide of 
the said bridge j thence by the solid south-western 
and western side of Bhowani Road marked by 
posts 160-167; thence ‘Sllowiag the western 
corner of the junction of oro Road s 
Lower Circular Road to boundary pillar Ky ; 
thence along the solid south side of Lower 
Cireular Road followii of railin 
and marked by posts 168 
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lands and pavements thus bein 
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Offg. Secretary to the Government of India, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, ~ His Majésty’s dominions or in the service 
Boe .of the Crown, and has not maintained . 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. ; ree His Majesty’s : 
rain Soa rhea (¢) remains according to the Iaw of a state 

The followi t of the India +" “wor with His Majesty a subject of that 
Council vaseline cap lod of the Gotwaar Bit: state ; ap gia ius bic . 
ral on the 17th September, 1919, and is hereby and that (in any case) the conti dillan: 


promulgated for general information :— 
Act No. XVI or 1919. 
An Act further to amend the Indian Naturaliza- 
’ _ tion Act, 1852. yr 
Wuenxs it is expediont further to amend the 


XXX of 1852. Indian Naturalization Act, 1852; It is hereby — 


enacted as follows :— 


1. This Act may be called the Indian Natural- 
Short Hite — (Amendment) Act, 


2. (1) Section 6 of the Indian Naturalization 
Act, 18562 (hereinafter refer- 


AUK of 1052, Peper of section 6 t- ved tg as the said Act)}is 


insertion of new hereby repealed. 
11 A. and ut. ist A re 

(2) After section 11 of the said Act, the follow- 
ing sections shall be inserted, namely :— 

“11 A. (1) Where the Government of any part 

Rovotation of cortige Of the said territories in 
cates of naturalization. Which a person to whoma 

certificate of naturalization 
has been issued under this Act for the time being 
vesides (hereinafter called ‘the Local Govern- 
ment’) are satisfied that the certificate has been 
obtained by falee representation or fraud or by 
concealment of material circumstances, or that the 
person to whom the certificate has been issued hag 
shown himself by act or speech to be disaffected 
or disloyal to He Majesty, the Local Government 
shall by order in writing revoke the certificate, 

(2) Without pean to the foregoing pro- 
visions, the Local Government shall by order in 
writing revoke a certificate of naturalization in 
any ease in b ies they are satisfied that the 
person to whom a certificate was issued— 

(a) has during any war in which His Majesty 
is engaged unlawfully traded or com- 
municated with the enemy or with 
the subject of an enemy state or been 
engaged in or associated with any 
business which is to his knowledge 
carried on in such a manner as to assist 
the enemy in such war ; or 

(0) has within five years of the date of the 
issue of the certificate been sentenced by 
any Court in His Majesty’s dominions to 
transportation or penal servitude or to 
imprisonment for a term of not less than 
twelve months, or to pay a fine of not 
less than one thousand rupees ; or 

(¢) was not of good character at the date of 
tho issue of the certificate; or = 


(@) has since the date of the issue of the. 


certificate been for a period of not leas 


than seven years ordinarily resident out 
‘ of His Majesty’s dominions otherwise 


than as a representative of a British 
subject, firm or company carrying on 


certificate is nob conducive tothe public good. a 
(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in 
sub-sections (7) and ®, no ‘Government 
shall revoke a certificate of naturalization issued 
by another Government without the concurrence 
of that Government. NE 
(4) The Local Government mien they think 
fit, before making an order under this seotion.refer 
the case for such inquiry as is hereinafter specified, 
and in any case to which sub-section (2) or clause 


4 (a), (c) on (¢) of sub-section (%) applies, the Loval 


Government shall, by notice given to, or sent by 
post to the last known address of, the holder of the 
certificate, give him an opportunity of claiming 
that the case be referred for such inquiry, and if 


‘the holder so claims in accordance with the notice, * 


the Local Government shall refer the case for 
inquiry accordingly. 
(5)(@) An inguiry under this section shall be 
held by such person or persons and in such’manner 
as the Local Government may direct in each case. 


(4) Persons appointed under clause (a) of this 
sub-section shall be deemed to be public servants 
ee a! sp ested of Looe — Penal rc XLY of 
and shall, for the purposes of such inquiry, have 
the eame “ed ais on a Cour under the 

e of Civil Procedure, 1908, when trying a suit : 
in respect of the following matters :— ee 


(#) enforcing the attendance of any person 
and examining him on oath ; - - 
(si) compelling the production of docu. 
ments; and 
{ité) iseuing commissions for the examination 
of witnesses 5 


and any proceeding.under this sub-section shall be 
deemed to be a Seager tae, oe within the 
meaning of sections 193 and~228 of the Indian xz7 of 194 
Penal Code. : ] 
(6) Where a certificate of naturalization has. 
been revoked under this section, the revocation j 
shall have effect from such date as may be directed . 
by the Loeal Government, and shecesies the 
certificate shall be given up and cancelled, and any 
tson refusing or ws to give up his certi- 
cate shall be punishable with fine which may 
extend to one thousand rupees, 


11 B. (2) Where a certificate of naturalization 
Effect of revocation is revoked, the former holder 
of certificate of natural- thereof shall thenceforth be | 
ization, deemed to be an alien and a | 
subject of the state to which he belonged at the 
time the certificate was issued. 


(2) Where a certificate of naturalization is 
revoked, tho Local Government may by order in 
writing direct that the wife and minor children 
(or any of them) of the person whose certificate is 
revoked shall thenceforth be deemed to be aliens ; 


business, or an institution es'ablished, in | but where nofuch direction is made, the nationality 4 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. words “equivalent to the amount paid in respect 


of such duty” shall be substituted. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 3. In-Schedule III of the said Act, items 3 and 


Amendmeatof Schedule 4 shall be re-numbered + 
. + iI of Act VIFLof 2894. and 5, respectively, and 

The following Act of the Indian Legislative | after item 2, the following item stall be interted, 
Council received the assent of the Goveroor Gene- namely ;— 








ral on the 17th September, 1919, and is hereby | __ , 
promulgated for general information :— nrveek ; 
woe ARP u : 
cen! 
Aot No. XIX or 1919. Hes, Haga Priel ha aes te we 
as tne Governor 
du Act further to amend the Indian Tarif’ det soni th. Gai cf 
; om be gro ts the pe 
4 it Wurnzas it is expedient further to amend the pay ripen ton ee 
v1 Indian Tariff Act, 1594; Itis hereby enacied as 1 any part of His Maj-aty’s 
misery follows :— Rawk cele * a ee terito~ 
? pipes - 
1. This Act may be called the Indian Tariff : cos ane runerninty 
heh title: _(Amendment) Act, 1919, { : i ma any 
‘ thon of = Red weird A 
respect of which a mandate 
2. In clause (a) of section 10 of the Indian of the League of Nations is 
Vill of 1894 ict baby ech Tariff Act, 1894 (herein- st aes ag 
10 of act VIII of 184. aiter referred to asthe said Mojesty’s dominions.” 
Act), after the words “ as the case may be”, the . 
words “or any part thereof’, shall be inserted ; 
and for the words “equivalent to the duty’ the a8 
, 
——_————___—" ; 
H. M. SMITH, 


Gffg. Secretary to the Government of India. 


é 
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~... GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
' LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


Council received the assent of the Governor Gene- 
ral on the 24th September, 1919, and is hereby 
promulgated for general information :— 


Acr No, XX or 1919. 
| Act further to amend the Indian Arms Act, 
at 3 iv a 1878. ‘ 






Wuenxas it is expedient further to amend” the 
of 1878. Indian Arms Act, 1878; It is hereby enacted as 
oo 
1. (2) This Act may be called the Indisn 
“Short title and com- Arms (Amendment) Act, 
mencement. 1. 
“ (2) It shall come into force.cn the firat day ,of 
~~ January, 1920. 

of 1878, 2. For section 16 of the Indian Arms Act, 
if : 1878, the following section 
nection shall be substituted, name- 

6,” Act XI of 1878. = Ly 
oye 3 () Any person posse*sing arms, am- 
~ In cortain cases arms Munition or military stores 
to be deposited at the possession whereof has, 
. peereriics or with in consequence of the ean- 
heensed dealers. cellution” or expiry of o 
Tiecense or of an exemption or by the issue of a 
“notification under section 15 or otherwise, become 
“unlawful, shall without unnecessary delay deposit 
the same either with the officer in charge of the 
nearest police station or, at his option add subject 
te Catecke as the Local Government may 


“ey scribe, with a licensed dealer. 
: ar “f 











as 


tity . Sin) FS a 2 
- The following Act of the Indian Legislative | 


( 40 ). 


ah Bohs) PARTY. ¥ 
- Acts of the Indian Legislative Council assented to by the Governor General. 





(2) When arms, ammunition or military stores 
have been deposited under sub-section (7) or, 
before the first day of January, 1920, under the 
provisions of any law for the time being in force, 
the depositor shall, at any time before the expiry 
of such period as the Lucal Government may by 
rule prescribe, be entitled— 


(2) to receive back any thing eo deposited 
the possession of which by him has 
become lawful, and 


{4) to dispose, or anthorize the disposal, of 
any thing so deposited by sale or other- 
wise to any person whose possession of 
the same would be lawful ; and to re- 
ceive the procveds of any such sale: 


Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall 
be deemed to authorize the return or disposal of 
any thing the confiscation of which has been 
Girected under section 24. ' 

(8) All things doposited as aforesaid and not _ 
returned or disposed of ander sub-section (2) 
within the preserihed period therein referred to 
shall be forfeited to His Majesty. 


(4) (a) The Local Government may make rules 
consistent with this Act for carrying into sffect 
the provisions of this section, 

(2) In particular and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing provision, the Local 
Government may hy rule prescribe— 


(6) the conditions subject to which arms, 
ammunition and snilitary stores may be 
dvposited with u licenged dealer, and 


(tt) the period after the expiry of: which 
things deposited as’ aforesaid shall be 
forfeited under sub-scotion (3), 


—— 


H. M. SMITH, 
Offg. Secretary lo the Government of India. - 
1 
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GOVERNMEN? OF INDIA. 
, LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


- The following Act of the Indian Legislative 
Couneil received the assent of the Governor Gene- 
ral on the 24th September, 1919, and is hereby 
promulgated for general information :— - 

Acr No. XX or 1919. 


dn dct further to mi Indian Coinage Act, 





Wuensas it is expedient further to amend the 


III of 1906. Tadep Go Coinage Act, 1906; Itis hereby enacted 


a; This Act may be called tho’ Indian Cotnage 
Short title (Ameudment) Act, 1919. 


TAS of’ 1906, 2. In section 4 of the Indian Coltege” Act, 


Amoudment of seo- 1906, (hereinafter. referred 
"ion 4, Acti lil of to as the said Act), the 
4906. words “ or eight-anna piece” 
and the words “‘or four-anna piece,” in c 
(6) and {c), respectively, shall be omitted. 

3. ya section 6 of the said Act for the words 

t of er “o two-anna piece and a 
i, * ot Il. one-anna picce” the words 
“on eight-anna, a four- 


] anna, a two-anna and a one-anna piece ” shall be 


substituted. 


4. In section 7 of the said Act for the words 


Amendment of section “two-anna and one-anna - 
7, Act LIT of 1908, pieces ny 


shall be ninety. 
sixty grains Troy, respectively,” the words “ 
anna, four-anna, two-anna and one-anna pieces «| 5 he 


be one hundred and twenty, one h and five, 
ninety, and sixty grains ‘Troy, respectively ”” shail 
be substituted. 


5. In section 18 of the said Act for the words 

Amendment of section “‘ The two-anna” the words 
13, dev tit of 6008, “The eight four-anna, 
ac? ape thon “ pbs Geir and xt after the. 
words ‘‘at the rate of” the words “ two, ‘ 
shall be inserted. — 


8. (1) In the heading to sation 180 the said 
Act the wi ** Silver” 
stnesinen seston 10 shall be otsiiteds 10° © ays 
and of section 20, Act 
IIL of 1906. 


(2) In section 20 of the said Act after the word - 
rant ” where it first ocours the words “or 
nickel,” and after the word “or” where it ocours 
for the last time the words “in the case of silver © 
ccin,” shall be inserted. 





H.M.SMITH, 
ofp. Booretary to the Government of Tarte 
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\ ' GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. . 2. In suction ee the Cuntorimente Adt, ¥ of! 1916. 
i Atondment noc: 1 —_ 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. > Rear erate 


(2) for.elause (20) the following cluuse shall be 
substituted, namely :—- 


The following Act of ‘the Indian Legislative “* (20) the prohibition of the practice of any 
Baancd daacived the aseent of the Goverict Geieral profession or of the carrying on of 
othe 26h September, 1919, and is hereby pro- Sees) oles ence 

‘ bas, any o eantonment otiierwise _ 
mulgated for general information : thai accordance with the conditions 
‘ a license ; the fees p: e for the 
Act No.XXIor1919. sleepers (eam eis: 


and the authorities by which and the 


An Aet further te omend the Cantonments Act, scssiisicun. SANpbok a “wehials a 

r eae Reenter May 50, Sante, Saya 
Wruonnas it is expedient further to amend the MHA: can revoked” 

‘emo, Gantonments Act, 1910; It is hereby enacted as | (2) in clause (23) the words “ loitering or im- 

follows — portuning for the purpose of ” shall be omitted, 


and after the word “ cantenment ” where it first 
1, This Act may be called the Cantonments | occurs the worde “ of prostitutes and procurere"” 
Beers title,  _ (Amendment) Act, 1919. shall be iuserted. 


* 





is ; H. M. SMITH, 
* , Off. Seoretary to the Government of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


The following Act of the Indian Legislative 
Counoil received the assent of the Governor Gene- 
ral on the 24th September, 1919, and is hereby 
promulgated for general information :— 


Act No. XXIII or 1919. 


An Act to amend the Cinematograph Act, 1918. 
Wuerxas it is expedient to amend the Cinema- 


NM of 1918tograph Act, 1918; It is hereby enacted as 
follows — 


1. This Act may be called the Cin ph 
Short title. (Amendment) Act, 1919. 


iio + sub-section (9) of ‘weation 1. of, the 
; Asnandinent of inematograph Act, 19 
-hskgags 1, wae “i of (hereinafter referred. to as 


the fil 


1918, the eaid Act), the. following 
sub-section shall be substituted, namely :— 

(8) The Governor General in Council may, 
by notification in the Gazette of India, 
direct that the whole or any of its 
provisions sball come into force in any 
Hrovince or part of a Province on 
such'date‘as may be specified in the 

: notification.”” ' 
3. In sub-section (2) of section 5 of the said 
} Aot, for the words “the pre- 
: namie " ofe scribed authority ” the words 
naa ete and figure “an authorit 
: constituted under section 7” 
shall be substituted, : 
4. For section 7 of the said Act the following 
Enbstitation of ® section shall be substituted, 


new section for section namely :— © 
7, Act II of 1918. 


“7, (1) Any Local Governrent authorised in 

Y this behalf by the Governor 

Certification of films. General in Council may, by 
notification in the local 

official gazette, constitute as many authorities as 
it may think fit for the purposes of examining and 
certifying films as suitable for publie exhibition, 
and declare the area (hereinafter-referred to ax the 
‘local area’) within which each such authority 


* shall exercise the powers conferred on it by this 


Act. Where an authority so conetituted consists. 


_of a Board of two or more persons, not more than 


one-half, of the members thereof shall be persons 
in the service of Goverment. 


(2) If any euch authority after examination 
considers that a film is suitable for public exhi- 
bition, it shall gra:t a certificate to that effect to 
the person applying for the sume, and-shall cause 
m to be morked in the prescribed manner. 
The certificate of any such parc a! shall, save os 
hereinafter provided, be valid throughout the 
territories in which this Act is in foree. A 

(3) (a) Tf the authority is of opinion that a film 
is not suitable for publie exhibition in the local 


" : 


Local Government by which the authority was 
constituted. 3 
(4) If the Local Government rejects the 
it shall, by notification in the local official 
direct that the film shall be deemed to be an un- 
certified film in that local area, and such direction 
shall have effect notwithstanding the subsequent 
grant of a certificate in respect of the film by any 
other sach authority. ; 
(4) Any such authority may demand the exhi- 


‘bition before itself of any certified film which it 


bas reason to believé' is about to be publicly exbibit- 

ed in its local area, and may by order suspend 

the certificate of any such film pending the orders 

of the Local iio pan Sur daring such sus- 

yey the film shall be ed to be an uncerti- 
ed film in that area. : 

(5) The District Magistrate, or, ins Presiden- 
cy town or in the town of Rangoon, the Com- 
missioner of Police, may by order suspend the 
certificate of any film pending the orders of the 
Local Government, and during such suspension 
the film shall be deemed to be an uncertified film 
in that district or town. 

(6) Acopy of any order of suspension made 
under sub-section (4) or (5), together with a 
statement of reasons therefor, shall forthwith be 
forwarded by the authority or the officer making 
the same to the Local Government by which the 
anthoritv was constituted or to which the officer 
is subordinete, as the case may be, and sueh Local 
Government may, in its discretion, either dis- 
charge the order or, ef notification in the local 
olficial gazette, direct that the film shall be deem- 
ed to be an uncertified film in the whole or any 
part of the Province. 5 fe) 

(7) A Local Government may, of its own mo- 
tion, stage in the local official 
direct a certified film shall be deemed tobe an 
uncertified film in the whole or any part of the 
Province. 

(8) The exhibition of a film to which any order 
Gr direction under clause (4) of sub: n (3) 
or sub-section (4), (5), (6) or (7) is for the time 
being applicable shall, in the area to which such 
order or direction relates, be deemed to be a contra- 
vention of the condition mentioned in sub-section 
(2) of section 5, ” 

5. In section 8 of the said Act— s 


Amondment of seo-. 2 . 
tion 8. Act IL of . 
1918, oe » 
(1) at the end of clause (4) of sub-section 
(2) the word “and” shall be omitted, and after 
the same clause the fullowing clause shall be 
inserted, namely — on 
“ (66) the appsintment of officers subordinate 
to authorities constituted under section 
7 and the regulation of the powers and 
: duties of officers ; and ’’ ; and — 
(2) for sub-section (3) the following sub-section 
shall be substituted, namely :— aoe 
(3) The Governor General in Council may de- 
legate to a Local Government, subject to serge ; 


area, it shall inform the person applying for the 1 ditions and restrictions as he may 


certificate of its decision, and sneh person may, 
within thirty daye from the date of such decision, 


appeal for a reconsideration of the matter by tbe | regards the territories Subject to thut 


(oe ee 


Ss 


7 


impose, 
wer to make rules regarding all or any of the 
Sint pret in’ aaartins 2) nf ba 





| ‘HLM. SMITH, 
Offy. Secretary to the Government of India. 
x sia oSP mist n> AND 
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| GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


The following of the Indian Legislative 

Council received th tof the Governor General 

\ onthe 24th September, 1919, and is hereby pro- 
mulgated for general idformation :— 


Aor No. XXVI or 1919. 


An Act further to, amend the Indian Paper 
Currency (Amendment) Act, 1917, and to 
amend the Indian Paper Currency Act, 1918. 


Wurnsas . it is expedieht further to amend the 

Kot amr. Indian Paper Currenev (Amendment) Act, 1917, 

1918 and toawend the Indian Paper Currency Act, 
1918 ; It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


1. This Act may be, called the Indian Paper 


Currency (Further Amend- 
- poring. ment) Rot, 1919. 
xof 1017, 2. Insection2 of the Indian Paper Currency 


Amendment of seo. (Amendment) Act, 1917, 
tion 2% Act XIX of forthe wor’s “ eight hand- 
1917. red millions” the words 
“one thousand millions” shall he substituted. 
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3. (1) In the-title of the Indian Paper Cur- X11 of 1918 
rency Act, 19:8, erein* 

after referred to as the said 

Act) for the word “ silver” 

the words “ gold and silver ” -* 


Amendment of the 
title and preamble, Act 
XIII of 1918. 


shall be substituted. 
(2) In the preamble to the said Act— 
(é) the words “ agar the present war’ 
shall be omitted ; and ; 
(t¢) for the word “silver” the words “gold | * 
and silver” shall be substi‘ uted. 
4. For section 2 of the said Act the following 


section shall be substituted, 


Substitution of new namely :— 


section for section 2, Act 
XII of 1918. 


“2. In this Act the words “ gold ” and 
: “silver”? mean respectively 
Definitions. gold and silver coin or gold 

and silver bullion.” 


5. In section 3 of the said Act for the word 


“silver” in both places 
Amendment of sec- where “it occurs, the words 


ot Act KUL of pold or silver” shall be 
; tituted. 
6. The Indian Paper rh okrso sre ac 
is hereby re 1 of 1919 
R of Act II of 
a pele 








M $MITH, $ 
Offy. Secretary to the Government of India, 


_ 
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The following Act of the Indian Legislative 
Council received the assent of the Governor Gene- 
ral cn the 25th September 1919, and is hereby 
promulgated for general information :— 


Acr No, XXVII or 1919. 


An Act to indemnify officers of Government. and 
other persons in respect of certain acts done 
under marttal law, and to provide for other 
matiers in connection therewtth, 


Wuenrnas owing to the recent disorders in 
certain distiicts in the Panjab and in other parts 
of India, mariial law has been enforced ; 


ANp wieras it is expedient to indemnify 
‘ officers of Government and other persons in respect 
of acts, matters ond things ordered or done or 
purporting to have been ordered or done for the 
purpose of maintaining or restoring order, provid- 
ed that such acts, matters or things were ordered 
or done in good faith and in a reasonable belief that 
they were necessary for the said purposes ; 


AND warrwas certain persons haye been con- 
vieted by courts and other authorities consti- 
tuted or appointed uoder martial law, and it is 
expedient to confirm and provide for the continu- 
ance of certain sentences passed by such courts 
or authorities ; , ; 


It is hereby enacted as follows :— 


1, This Act may be called the Indemnity 
Short title, Act, 1919. 


2. No suit or‘other legal p ing whatsoever, 

Jodomnity of. .Guv- Whether civil or criminul, 
eriment ciBcors and Shall lie in any court of law 
other porsens for cer- against any officer of Goy- 
tain notes. ernment, whether civil or 
military, or against any other person acting under 
the orders of any such officer for cr on aceonnt of 
or in-respect of any act, matter or thing ordered 
or dene or purporting to have been ordered or 
done for the purpose of maintaining or restorin 
order in any part of British Indigewhere martia 
law was enlorced, on or after the 30th of Murch, 
1919, and before the 26th of August, 1919, by 
any such officer or person: provided that such 
oilicer or person bas acted in good faithond in 


¥ 
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, ~ aye SxAPY Bia; 
aa _ ee Ot “s 
7 










that ‘hie 
for the said 20: ope 





“and if any such proceeding has tese in tute 
ing of this Aot it ish 


Mw 





before the 





. 
~ 


3. For the purposes of section 2 a ofa 
- Rules of evidence, to Government — 
Par that any act was~ done 
under the orders of an officer of Government shail 
be conclusive proof thereof,and all action taken 
tor the aforésaid ses shall be deemed to have 
been taken in good faith and in a reasonable belief 
that it was uecessary therefor unless the 
trary is proved, GR 8 Ghee os 
4. Every peraon confined under and by virtue | 
Confirmation andcon- of any sentence passed by 
tinuance of martial a court lor other msn! 
law wentences. constibnted: or appoin’ ; 
under martial law and acting in a judicial sity 
shall be deemed to have been lawfully confined 
shall.continue liable.to confinement until the expira- 
tion of such sentence, cr until released by the 
Governor General in Council or otherwise discharg- 
ed by lawful authcrity. bray 


5. Where “under martial law the property of 


- 


ro tion in, -any person has Leen 
‘of a webane a token or sed by, any 
cortain acts. officer of Govern 


whetber civil or military, the Governor Gen 

in Council shall pay to such person reasonable 
compensation for any Ives immediately  attri- 
butable to such taking or using, to be assersed 
upon failure of agreement by a person holding 
judicial office not inferior to that of a District 
Judge to be appointed by the Government in this 
behalf, “© 


6. Nothing in this Act shall— 
Savings. ~ awe 
a) apply to any# sentence passed or punish~ 
a pai inflicted by or under the orders 

of uny Commission appointed under the 
Martiul Law Ordinance, 1919, 
(0) be deemed to bar a full and unqualified 
exercise of His Majesty’s pleasure in 
receiving or rejecting peo to His 
Mojesty in Couneil or to any ques- 
tion or matter to be decided theein, or 
c) prevent the institution of proceedings b; 
‘or on behalf of the Government gina 


“any personin respect of any 1 
whatsoever. : 


. 


lof 


* 





ty 


H, M. SMITH, : 
Offg. Secretary to the Government of Endia, 


‘ 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, & 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. — 





The following Bill was introduced in thé Indian 
Legislative Council én the 3rd September 1919 :— 


-. No. 16 or 1919. 
A Bill to provide for certain matlers in connection 
with the taking of tie Census. « 
Wuenrras it has been determined to take a cen- 
. ce hee India during the year 1921, and it 
ex t to provide for certain matters in con- 
- nection with the taking of such pensus ; ‘It is 
her y enacted as ws i— FS 
1. (1) This Act may be called the Indian Census 
| Bort title and extent ApL. ji 
ie . 
. of British Baluchistan, the Santhal 
Parganas and the Pargana of Spiti. : 
2. (2) The Local Government may appoint any 
Pefepeatesi ee Se". m to take, or wid in or 
“is of supervise the taking of, Re 





ee 2) It extends to the whole of Brivish India, 


(6) The Local Government may delegate t> 
such authority as it thinks fit the “power of ap- 
pointing census-oflicers which is conferred by this 
section, 


8. (1) Adeclaration in writing, signed by 
Proof of appoint- any officer authorised by the 
mient of, census-officers Local Government im this 
vac grat status 88 \ behalf, that any person bas 
i ped a Leen duly appointed a census- 
officer for any local area shall be conclusive proof of 
such appointment, 


(2), All census-officers shall be deemed to be 


public servants within the meaning of the Indian XLY of 1890 


Penal Code. 


4. (2) (a) Every officer in coniinand, of any 

Discharge of duties body of men belonging to 
of- consus-officers in His Majesty’s naval, milita 
certain cares. or air forces. or to H 
Majesty’s Indian Marine Service or of any vessel 
of war, : . 

(0) every person*(ex a pilot or harbour- 
master) having charge pola of a vessel, 

(c) every oe in charge of a lunatic asylnm, 
hospital, workhouse, prison, reformatory or lock- 
up or of any public, charitable, religious or educa- * 
tional institution, 


¢ 


Otaees heat 7 census within any speci 
local aren a . d) every keeper, secretary or manager of any 
 (@) Persons so appointed shall be called Hee hotel boarding-house, lodging-house, emu- 
ah ee ‘ ' | gration dep0t dr club, and 
: Rat (8), 
e. 





- twenty s employed under him, or ivi : on 
orin property, ame! 
shall, if so required by the District Magistrato 


X LV of 1860, 


* 


1 


Mad. Act IL 
of 1894.4 9 eS 


Ben. Act VI” 


‘of 1670, 
1 of 1883. 


Ben. Act V 


of 1919. 


B, and O, 
Act I of 1914, 


’ holders, farmers, assignees, lessees or their agents, 


= 





(¢) every occupant of immoveable } Xp 
pated or officer of @ railway or other com~ 


time of the taking. of the census not 


or by such officer as e Local Government may 
appoint im thid behalf, perform such of the duties 
‘@ census-officer in relation to the persons who at 
the time of the taking of the census are» under his 
command or charge, or inmates of his house or 
ae on or in such immoveable property, as such 
agistrate or officer may, by written order, direct. 
(2) All the provisions of this Act relating to 
oensusfofficers shall apply, 8o far ss they can be 
made applicable, to all persons~ while performing 
9 dut es a this section, and 5.37 Laat 
‘using or neglecting to perform any duty whi 
he ie directed onde this section to perform shall 
be deemed to have committed an offence under 
section,)87 of the Indian Penal Cude. 
"B. (1) The District Magistratéfor such officer 
Pp of District ®® the Local Government 
M 6 to call upon may appoint in this behalf 
certain persons to give for any local area, may, b; 
assistance. written 6 
have effect throughout the limits of his distriet or 
of such local area, as the case may be, a— 
(a) all owners and occupiers of ure- 
holders, farmers, ees Of land-revenue 
and lessees of fisheries under the Burma 
Fisheries’ Act, 1905, or the Upper 
: Burma Land and Revenue Regulation, 
"1889, or their agents, 
(0) all village-offivers and servants in estates 
as defined in the Madras Proprietar 
Estates’ Village Service Act, 1894, 


» and 

(c) all members of chayats appointed 
under the Village: Ghankidan. Act, 
1870, the Sylhet and Cachar Rural 
Police Regulation, 1883, or the Ben 
Village.Self Government Act, 1919, 
all ghatwals, Unit-tahsildars and mem- 
bers of a-panchayat, appointed under 
the Chota Nagpur Rural Police Act, 
1914, and all yillage-headmen in the 
Kumaun Division of «the United 

Provinces « * 

to give such ‘hssistance as be needs towards the 


taking of a census of the persons who are at the | 
time of the taking of the censve ¢n the lands of |# 


uch owners, occupiers, holders, farmers and assign- 
ees, or within the limits of euch fisheries orin the 
villages or other areas for which such village- 
officers and’servants, panchayats, ghatwals, @nit- 
tahsildars or village-headmen are appointed, as the 
case may Be. f 

(2) Such order shall specify the nature of the 
assistance required, abd such owners, occupiers, 
and such village-officers and servanty, the members 
of such 


dars and village-headmen shall be bound to obey it. 


6. Every census-officer may ask all such ques- | - 


‘Asking of questions tions of all persons within 
by ae aie. the limits of the local area 
for which be is a ted as, by instructions issued 
in this behalf by the Local Government and pub- 
lished in the official Gazette, he may be directed. 

_ to ask, y ! He? pr 
= aes A 
or aoe 


ae 
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rder, which shall 


y “officer at the time 


cbayats and such ghatwals, Unit-tabsil- | - 


i: hrs 










the name of any female memt of ic 

and that no woman shall be bound t» state the nan 
of her husband or deceased husband or of any othe 
person whose name she is forbidden by to 
By Peet onags -access thereto as the = 


require for the purposes of the census, and as, ht 
regard to the custons of the country, ney be rea- 


sonable, and sball allow them ob or iatlx- 
w them to paint on or affix 


to the place such or numbers as. 

be neccesary fos, she pargaas oP the sdheaatace” 

a d) Subject to such orders as the Local Gov- 
pier or manager ernment gnay issue in this 

to fill up schedale. behalf, “census. officer 

may leave, or cause to be left, Bes ee 


y or officer of any com- 
mercial or fedostrial enterprise who as 
y at the time of the taking of the censu, 


; fio jem then swauty poems geapieyed 

a schedule for the purpose of its being filled 
the oocupier of such house or of any specifie 

part thereof or by such Brat ugibh ou i 


difect regarding the inmates of euch house or part, 
or the persons employed under such manager or 
4 the taking of the census. _~ 
(2) When pi such schedule has been so left, 
the occupier of the house or part to which it relates 
or the manager or officer with whom it is left shal) 
fill it up, or cause it to be filled up, to the best of 
his knowledge or belief, so far as regards the ‘in- 
mates of honse-or part, as the case may be, or 
the persons employed under him at the time afore- 
said, and shall sign his name thereto, and, when 
80 requ I agra deliver the schedule so: op 
and 8), census-officer or perso 
as he may direct. y Faia 
10. In any of the following cases, namely :— 
le ; 
(a) if a twensus-officer or a person appointed 
to be capsus-officer or a person law- 
*  fally required I eg assistance te- 
cen 


. Wards the taki sus 
or Gai sebsetoapiaes:. 
BON I any duty imposed upon 
him or in obeying any crder issued. to 
‘ sith a wile daly.eade relia q 
_ (0) if a censne-oficen inten nappa 


puts any 
‘kno 





0 er wit 
such particulars as the Local Government oa ’ 


AS 











re ta 


4 







isbn ingtlovte,”tliteriten 
r injures before the = Stsu 


AUPE aoe 


Dlr bhdmbere whieh have been s}ainted 
i or affixed for the purposes of the 
Bid census, mae! f 


(A) if any occupier of a dwelling-house or part 
thereof or an n With whom a 

 schedal Si kndie weston 9 know- 

i ly and without sufficient cause 

Sara s to comply with the provisions of 
 geetion 9 or makes any false retuyn 

under that section, 

heat be punishable with fine which may extend 

to rupees. ies 

11. (2 The gu Sac reg may, by noti- 

"Jurisdiction ia fication in the official 

fee juatioes be “ae Gazette, declare before what 
classes of Magistrates prosecutions under this Act 
may be instituted. mt 

| (2) Unless and until a notification is published 
une section (yal prow 

Act shall, in the towns 0 


Caloutta, Madras and 
y, be instituted before a Presidency Mapis- 
- “ttate, and elsewhere before the District Magis- 


@. No prosecution uiider this Act shall be ix- 
- Mita 


v 


uted extept with the previous sanction of the 
‘Locul Government, or with the 
of some officer auth rised by 
mertin this behalf. 
12. No person shall have a right to in pect-why 
Records of ceneusnot book, register or record 
to inspectiin or made by a census-offieer in 
‘Sheissile in evidence the discharge of his duty as 
in certain proceedings. —_ guch officer or any schedule 
delivered under section 9, and, notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary in the Indian Evidence 
2, Act, 1872, no entry in any such book, register, re- 


e Local Govern- 


Scag shall be admissible as evidence in 
any ci ing or an 
8. st ios XII or Chapter XXRV 
~  Orinsinal Provedure, 1898. 


roceeding under 
of the Cude of 


+. 


Phe Qnd August, 1919. 





al ~ | 13. ‘Notwithstanding anything in any enact- 
farch, 1921, any letters, marks. 


villa’ 


ns utider this 


évious sanction 
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—Pemporary suspen. ment or rule with res 
Sion nf ioeal enactments 
and rules as to mye of 


t to 
the mode in which & census 
\ is to be taken in any munici- 
st eosue iumu- pality, the municipal au- 
oh tan thority may, at the time’ 
appointed for the taking of the census of British 

ndia during the year 1921, cause the censts of 
the municipality to be taken wholly or in part by 
any method authorised by this Act. 

14, Notwithstanding anything in any enact- 

Power in regard to mentor rule, io régatd ‘to 
expenses, thunicipal, local, union or 
ge funds, the Loeal Government may. direct 
‘that ‘the whole or any part of any expenses in- 
ourted for anything done in pris Fe. with this 
Act may be charged to any municipal, local, anion 


or Village fund constituted for, and on béhalf of, 


the area within which such expenses were incurred, 
15. (1) The Gevernor — Py Couneil may » 
F make rules for carrying out 
Fawte;fo makp roles the purpores of tie eb 
(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoirg power, the Governor 
Gentral m Council may make rules providing— 
(a) for the appointment of census-officers and 
* of pérsous to perform any of the duties 
of census-offivers or to give assistance 
towards the taking of a census and for 
, the general instructions to be issued to 
; such officers and persons ; © 
(4) for the enumeration of persons employed 
on railways and their families and of 
other olasses of the population for 
whom it may be necessary or expedient 
to make special provision ; and 
(c) for the enumeration of persons travelling 
on the night when a census is taken. 
(8) The Governor General in Council may, by 
goueral or special order, direct that all or any of 
the powers conferred upon him by this section zen 
also be exercised by any Local Government wit! 
respet to the territories administered by it. 


STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS, 


The object of this Bill is to provide for the taking of a census in 1521, It reproduces, 
with the ra ary verbal alterations, the provisions of the Indian Census Act, 1910 (XVI of 
1910) : 


MUHAMMAD SHAFI. 


as ae 


° H, M. SMITH, 
Offg. Secretary to the Government of Indiay 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 





The following Bill was introduced in the Indian 
Legisletive Council on the 3rd September 1919 :— 


- No. 21 or 1919, 


A Bill to provide more effectual control over the 
administration of Charitable and Religious 
Trusts. 

Wuenras it is expedient to provide facilities 
for the obtaining of information regarding trusts 
created for public purpores of a charitable or 
religious natwe; to enable the trusters of such 
trusts to obtain the directions of the District 
Judge on certain matters; and to make special 
provision for the payment of the expenditure 
Incurred in certain suits against the trustees of 
such trusts; It is hereby enacted as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Charitable 
Short title and extent, oo Religious Truste Act, 

(2) It extends to the whole of British India. 

2. Save as hereinafter provided in this Act, 

P any person having an 


Hower, to spply to interest in any express or 


District Judge in _rea- 4 
of Seeks of a constructive trust created Or 


t 
Pharitable or religious existing for a public purpose 
nature, ofa charitable or religious 
nature may apply by petition to the District 
Judge within the Iccal limits of whose jurisdiction 
avy substantial part of the subject-matter of the 

"trust is situate to obtain an order embodying 
allor any of the following directions, namely :— 
. (1) directing the trustee to furnish the peti- 
tioner with particulars as to the natureand objects 
of the trust and of the value, condition, manage- 
ment and application of the subject-matter of the 
trust, and of the income belonging thereto or as 
to any of these matters, and , 

(2) directing that the accounts of the trust shall 
be examined and audited. : 

3. The petition shall show in Riva way the 

petitioner claims, to be in- 

Raatacte of petition, terested in the trust, and 

shall specify as far as may be the particalars and 
the angit which he seeks toobtair. 

» &. (2) 1f the District Indge, on receipt of a 


petition under section 2, is of |. 


"Aggie on peti- opinion that there ure prima 
\ facie grounds for believing 
that the petitioner has an interest in the trust to 
which the petition relates, he shall fx a date for, 
the hearing of the petition, and shall cause a co 
_ thereof, together with notice of the date so fi: 
to be served on the trustee and upon avy other 
person to whom, in hie opinion, notice of the peti- 
tion should be given. an pale 
(2) On the date fixed for the hearing of the 
tion or on any subsequent date to which the 
ers be on the — Judge 
+ bearing the jioner, an: trustee, 
3 and any other person who has 
in consequence of the notice or who he 
be beard, and after. making | 


in 
shall, 
if he a 


appre 
Considers ought to 


> 
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“|, Powers ‘of trastee to 


, 


as 












ord 


(@), any question of title betwee 
bse eck ; 


be 


m the 


adversely to the trast, of Brant 
(2) any question as to the existence or 
‘extent of the NPA : 


the'trust,, 
5. Ifa trustee without reasonable excuse fails 
to comply with an order 
made under section 4, such 
trustee shull, without pre-’ 
judice to any other penalty 
or liability which he may incur nnder any Jaw for 
the time being in force, be deemed ‘to have com- 
mitted a breach of trust affording ground for a 
suit under the provisions of section 92 of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, 1908 ; and any such suit may, y 
so far as it 1s based on such fuilure, be instituted 
without the previous cynsent of the Advocate 
General, . Ne 

6. (1) Save as hereinafter provi ed in this Act, 

: the trustee of any express 
F or constructive trust created 
pie encarenmgeet existing fora public pur- 
pose of a charitable or religious nuture may 
‘apply by petition to the District Judge within 
the local limits of whose jurisdiction any sub- 
stantial part of the subject-matter of the trust 
is situate, for the District ) Julge's opinion, 
advice or direction on any question 
the management or administration of the trust 

operty, and the District Judge shall give 

is opinion, adviee or direction, as the case may 
be, thereon: 

Provided that the District Judge shall not 
be bound to give such Opinion, advice or direction 
on any question which he considers to be a 
question not proper for summary disp sel, 

(2) The District Judge, on a petition under 
sub-section (2), may either give his opinion, advice 
or direction thereon forthwith or fix a date for the 
hearing of the petition, and may direct a copy 
thereof, together with notice of the date so fixed, 
to be served on such of the persons interested in 
the trust, or to be published for informativn in 
such manner, as he thinks fit, Sacha 

(3) On any date fixed under sub-section (2) or 
on any subsequent date to which the heaving may 
be adjourned, ipl dedga crer te te any 
opinion, advice or direction, shall afford a reason- 
able opportunity of being heard to all persons 
appearing in connection with the petition, 





| (4) A trustee stating in goo ais te ame st 
tter relating to | ina 0 
any mat relating trust Riiseniice, 


under sub-section (Z), and acting upon the 
eavies or Pay ears Duet cto ige ‘given 
thereon, shall be de cas fur as his own respon- 
sibility is converned, to have discharged. his. ao y 


the petition was made, 


| as such trustee ia the matter in respect of whic 








4 






~ 


District Judge, who many direct 
‘part of any such costs, charges and 
from: 'aprindipabmines!on 
ect of which the petition is 

















» (other than the petitioner) who 
‘notice of the petition and had a 
ble opportunity of buing heard thereon, 
No petition under the foregoing provisions 
py sari of this st a iar aplatien to 
rian ~ any trist sball be enter- 
any of the following circumstances, 
pany 
(a) if.a suit instituted in accordance with the 
i PL Eye of section 92 of the Code of 
> Civil Provedure, 1908, is pending in 
Bane + respect of the trust in question; 
 (b) if the trust pro; is vested in the 
f co Treasurer of Chariteble Endowments, 








Trustee, @r any Society registered under 
the Societies Registration Act, 1860; or 
_ (c) ifa scheme for the administration of the 
trast has been settled or approv- 
= ed by any Court of competent jurisdic- 
ee tion. or by any other authority acting 
under the provisivns of any enactment. 
9. (1) In any suit instituted under section 14 
of the Court OF the Religious Endow- 
Pee a jn certam ments Act, 1663, or ander 
ite against. trustees section 92 of the Code of 
| Vof 1908. of — chari avd Civil Procedure, 19:8, the 
: religious trasts. Court, on application of the 
ix) , plaintiff and after hearing 
the defendant and making such inquiry as it thinks 
rs - fit may, if hel wae that auch va is 
» . necessary in the public int-rest, direct the defend- 
ant either to furnish 





. 


3X of 1803.4, 






security for any expenditure 
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the Adwinistrator-General, the Official | 


a) 


9. Ts, 38 








incurred, or likely to be incurred, Ly the pluintiff 
in instituting und muintaining euch suit, or to 
deposit from any money in his hands us trustee 
of the trust to which the suit relates such sum 
as the Court considers sudicient to meet euch 
expenditure in whole or in part. 


(2) When any money has been deposited in ac- 
cordance with an order made under sub-section (1), 
the Court may make vver to the plaintiff’ the 
whole cr any part of such sum for the conduct of 
the suit. Before making over any sum to the 
plaintiff, the Coart shall take security from the 
plaintiff for the refund of the same in the event 
of such refund being subsequently crdered by the 
Court. 
10. (1) The provisions of the Code of Civil 
Prov'sions of the Procedure, 1908, relating V of 1903, 
Code of Civil Procedure to— 
to apply. 
(a) the proof of facts by affidavit, 
(2) the enforeing of the attendance of any 
person and his examination on oath, 
(c) the enforcing of the production of 
documents, and | 
(a) the issuing of commissions, 
shall apply to all proceedings under this Act, 
and the provisions relating to the service of 


summonses shall apply to the service of notices 
thereunder. : 


(2) The provisions of the said Code relating to 
the execution of decrees sball, 9 far as they are 
applivable, apply to the execution of orders under 
this Act. f 


11. No appeal shall lie from any order passed> 
or agaist any opinion, 
advice or direction given, 


Barring of appeals. 
under this Act. 








STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS, 


The Religious Endowments Act, 1863 (XX of 1863), was the result of the decision of 
the Government to divest its officers of all direct superintendence and control of religious and 
charitable endowments in India, transferring their functions to managers or managing com- 

-mittees, and merely making provision for intervention by the civil Courts on application made 


} ees by any person interested in a particular institution, This policy, however, did not Jong remain 
| a ; i , as to the inetlicacy of the Act to prevent the squandering or misappropriation of 
- 
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enged, and since 1866 there have been constant complaints, especially in the Madras 
£9 Seta 


of such endowments, and suggestions for its amendment have from time to time’ been, 
made to the Government of India, Mr. Ananda Charlu in 1897, Mr. Srinivasa Rao in 1908 
Dr. (now Sir) Rash Behari Ghose in 1908, for exomple, ase amending Bills, but 
‘them became law. More récent!y in 1911 a private Bill was introduced in the Bombay 
Legislative Council by the Hon’ble Sir Ibrahim Rabimtoola, to provide for the registration of 
all charitable trasts exceeding a certain value and for the annual audit of the accounts of such 
trosts by auditors approved by Government. Endowments of a purely religious nature were 
included, but the contents of the Bill made it clear that the ultimate object was to press 
lagislation for religious as well as secular trusts. About the same time a private Bill was 
Med two non- ficial members of the Madras Legislative Council to provide for the 


and Dr 


ication of the accounts of all religious endowments above a certain value and for 
‘audit by an officer to be appointed by the District Judge. These b propoeale led the Gov- 
‘ernment of India to reconsider the policy in force since 1563. In March 1914, the whole 
eot was discussed at a mixed conference of official and non-official gentlemen representing 
idu, Mahammadan, Sikh and Buddhist comminities. The preeent Bill, which is the 
‘the deliberations of that conference, has as its object the simplification and 
‘of the sses ‘by which persons interested ean obtain information 
6 Ww of both religious and charitable trusts, and the exercise of a more 
goutrol over the action of trustees, The erie that any person interested in a 
“may apply by petition to the District Judge for an order directing the trustee 
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4 PART VI. 


ied lative Council, Reports of Select, Oommittecs 
oot the roe and Bills publishe under Rule 23 “fp 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





(a) « Hostel ” means a unit of residence for 
students of the University provided 
otherwise than by the University, 
and approved and livensed by the Uni- 
versity in accordance with the provisions 





; Haye : of this Act ; 
was introduced in the Indian 
feat the Tith: seaetaioas (c) “ Local Governmeht ” means the Gov- 
: ernor of Bengal in Council ; 


: (d) “ Provost’? means the head of a Hall ; 
_ (¢) “ registered graduates” means gradu- 
ates registered under the provisions of 
this Act ; 
“(f) “ servants” includes clerical establish- 
‘ ment and menials ; 
(gh “ Statutes,” Ordinances ” and “ Regu- 
lations "1 mean, respectively, the Statutes, 
Ordi ances and Regulations of the Uni- 
versity for the time beingsin force ; 
_ (h) “ teachera” includes Professors, Readers 
and Lecturers ; 


it, “University ” means the® Dacea Uni- 
versity ; and 

(/) * Warden ” means the head of a Hostel. 

& > The University. 


8. (1) The first iy a ~ Me ed ag fee 

of the University and the 

Lc Cop acd first members of "ae Court, 

| the Executive Council and the Aoademic Couoeil 

and all persons who may bereafter become suck 

officers or members, so long as a to 
hold sven office or membership, are he 


; f ices f 
iv na proved stituted a Por corporate by the name of the 
( University. 


Cas a 


°5 me fas called thé D, 


t, and in all Statutes eee a 
ae : — 


under, 
aoe pees the 


- 

















Irdivancch’arefaivb fully becked ard he. shalt ee 
‘have all powers necessary for this purpose,. ie 
(3) The Vice-Chancellor shall have puwer to 
onveng meetings of the Court, the xveuti 
Svuncil and thy Academie Council, a 
(4) In any. emergency which in the opinion of | 
‘the Vice-Chancellor seuss that hanatine action 
should be tuken, the Vice-Chancellor shall .tuke 
such action as he deems necessary, and shal with- 
in fourteen days theteafter report his action to the 
officer, authority or other bidy who or which in the 
ordinary course would have dealt with the matter. 
(6) The Vice-Chancellor shall give effect to the 
orders of the Executive Conteh: regarding the 


a 




















» Py vost . 5 ise) 
¥ Deans of Facultics, aud ca Ae 
the Statutes Svids offivers of 
Universi ‘ 


ty. a 
or shall be the Governor + nee désinivss] and snepension of the 
Bengal. e shall by | officers and Yeacbers of the University, and shall 
irtue of his office be the | exercise general control over th» members of the 
Wa and the President of | University ather thanthe Chancellor. He shall 

d shall when present preside at | be respon-ille for the discipline of the University 
1 urt and at any Convocation of | a odacg with this Act,the Statutes and the 
Sey et Ny ent Ordinance+. ? 
(6) The Vige-Cnanc-lor shall exercise sich 
other pewers as may be prescribed by the Statutes 
and the Ordinances. : 1 

18. (1) The pata oa = appointed by. 

A neellor upon sugh 

een: _conditi ns and Tor such 
rast ’ / period, and ehali receive such remuneration f 

yr shall, where committees of | the-funds of the University, as the Chancellor 
Proferscrsiipe aud Readerships are | shall deem fit. x ' 
British India, sppoint in the manher (2) Where, any temporary vacancy in the offre 
a by the Statutes one or more members of | ofthe ‘Treagnrer eccaré by reason of leave, illnesa 
or other cause, the bxecutive Council shall forth. 
with report the same to the Chancellor, whe, 
shall make such arrangements forosxrrying on the 
oltice of the Treasurer as he may think fit. 

(8) The Treasurer shal! exercise general supers 
vision uver the funds of the Univeraty, aud shall 
adviae in regard to its financial joljey, — ; 

(4) Hesball be an er-o/licto member of the Exes 
cutive Counoil and shall, subject to the contro! of the 
Executive Council, manage the property and insex- 
ments of the University, He shall be responsible 
‘for the presentation of the annual estimates and 
statement of accounts, . ie 
: ‘ (5) oo Tog i “pony = tha rangi 
Miss aM eaeNne 5 aes | Council, he + respoi stble for seeing that al 

one, testa in the ope monies are expended on the purpose for which 
bye die I e Ooaael they are granted or allotted, 
(6) All com:racts shall be s'gned by tha © 
| Treasurer on Ledult of the Universiiy. y 
| (7) He shall exercise such other powers as may 
| be prescribed by the Statutes und the Ordinance», 
14. The Registrar shell act as S-eretarv of the 
The Registrar, COUTL and thy Executive 
eaanatecl Councily and shall exercise 
@ | such other powers ns may be preserived by ther 
Statutes and the Ordinances, 
‘15, The powers of officers of the University, 
Othie oibcors, - OFher_ than the Chaneellor, 
Vz t ; the GX piggnced io % 
Treasurer auu the Registrar shall be preseribed 
by the Statu'es and the Orditances. | b soke nat 
* Authorities of the University. 
16, Tae following shall be the authotities 
| authorities of tho of the University ;— — 
or | Univaraity. whi hy eal: Teh eer ; 
| ~ 1. The Court, ea ' 
















rancellor shall baie sack: r8as 
conferred on him by this Actor the 








0 "for the -conferment me 
all be subject to the confirma- 











: oraity, ‘and, ft he thinks fic, sball 
he Executive Cuuneil thereon, and the 
tive i] shall take such udvice into con- 





Vice-Chancellor shall }e appointed. 
_ by the Chancellir and shall 
“hold office for guch term 
-econcitions as may be pre- 





















\ 


j 


11. The Execative Counéil, x 
"UIT. The Academic Council, : 
IV. The Faculties, and “¢ ; 
YY. Such other authorities as may be declared |. 

by the Statutes to be authorities of the 
University. . 

17. (2) The Court shall consist of the rs 
Tio Court, persons, namely — 


Class TBr-ofcis members, — 
(1) The Chance!lor, : 
(ii) ‘the Viee-Chapeellor, — 
iit) the Treasurer, 
(iv) the Registrar, . 
\ (oe) the Provosts and Wardens, 
(ri) the Professors and Readers, 
























(vit) the Directors of Public Instrietion in (4) shatl direct the Neat 
Bengal and Assam, and the Common Seal of 
(vii?) such other ex-officio members as may be h énfer 
1 te oy te Sletabee Md ™ | 2G). shal waht tothe ont afer 
Class II—Other members. sel determine all matters conc 
. University, in accordance with 
UF pes to the University of amounts to g 
Lo prescribed by the Statutes, : ene a poe . 
a uates of the: Universit ‘elected by Pro that no ion taken by 7 
; eer eciaced gradua‘es from among the Exeoutive Council in Begone! of the 


_ their own body, fees paid to examiners and the emclu-— 


f teachers otherwise than on the 

tei) prsvone lected. members of the wenn a 

s TF alatansto Caceedl Hone among the eam the Academic Couns 
teachers of the University, ; 


teas ' shall lay before the Local Government 
(wit) iad appciated by the Chancel @) cite 8 oa rs atamen al wie 


ed b ‘it fo 
t ne appointed by the Chief Com- /Fequests received | by: 
ne prop of aston: whose number Sei eta ia 
age determined by the Chaucel- ite views th versit a 
pereons (if any) appointed by the (¢) shall administer. an: fonds y 
ih Chehalis to be life ‘members off the | . disposal of the segs 4 for. 
ground that they have rendered great | purposes; 
~ “_ services to education. eam othaie: provided @ this 
(2) The number of members to be elected or the Statutes, shall ft, and shall 
appointed under, clauses (x), (i) and (cir), and rere 


wer to suspend and dismiss the ef 
‘the tenure of office of donors under.clause (iz) be oat sh the Chancellor, the 
and of Te oh te sa or ip goo under ancellor a Ns Treasurer) 
en » (ri), (wee ers rit i Hemgeey * and pervants 0 bo aero 
mode of Pig hese of ot es to be sleorda under 
clause (cr) of sub-section (7). shall be prescribed 
by the Ordinances. 
18, (2) The'Coart stall, ‘on a date to be fixed 
by the Vice-Chancellor, meet 
‘Mectings of the Court. sone a yar at » menting: 2, 
be called the annual maine; of the Const. 
2) The Vice-Chaneellor mays wheney I ve 
thinks fi 4 Kay shall, upon'a requisition in 
less than forty members | 
Court, ¢ sie a eae nmeeting of the Court 
19. The Court shall excreise ‘such ected 
pore meee) wher Bai «gas 
4 it by this Ae or the Stacu F ot 


20. The Exceutive 1 shal he the Pls 1 a 


Bho Kreentive Conseil, pepe aeaerts on 
4. tame of ffice ili cai bs other than cay 





)maintenance of standards of instruc- 
ducation within the University, and shall 

| other powers and perform such other 
be conferred or imposed upon it by 











ation of the Academic Coancil and 
of office of its 
members, shall be prescribed by the 














ne 
2 
4 
+4 
: im. ties of Arts, Science and Law 
4 he Facalties, and guch other Faculties 
( t formed by the sub-division or combination 
‘isting Faculty or Faculties or by the crea- 
new Faculty or otherwise) as may be 
Wescribed by the Statutes. Each Faculty shall, 
ect to the control of the Academic Council, 
charge of the touching and the courses of 
dy and the research work in: such subjects as 
lay be assigned to such Faculty by the Ordi- 
he ‘ . x 


i 
i 


> 


all be preccrived by the Statutes. 


) There shall be a Dean of each Faculty who 
‘sliall be elected in the manner laid down io sub- 
‘ on (6), and shall be responsible for the due 
observance of the Statutes, Ordinances and Regu- 
ong relating to the Faculty. 
— @ Each Pacu! 
ints of teach fir beg be prescribed by 
the Ordinances. The head of every such Depart- 
ment shall be tlie Professor of the Department 
or, if there is no Professor, the Reader. 1f there 
is more than one Professor or more than one 
der of a Department, as the case may be, the 
¢-Chancellor shal! int such Professor or 
r to be head of the Department as he thinks 
he head of the Department shall be respon- 
the Dean for the organisation of the 
ving in that Depsrtment, 
)) The Dean cf a Faculty shall be.elected by 
favulty from among the heads of Departments 
e Faculty. Such election shall be subject to 
‘confirmation of the Academie Council. The 
ean shall receive in respect of bis duties as Dean 
ch additional remuneration as shall be fixed by 
e Executive Council, and “shall hold office as 
ean for such time as may be prescribed by tho 
“Statutes. 
The constitution, powers and dutigs of sach 
“gnthorities of other authorities us may be 
uiversity. declared by the Statutes to 
horities of the University shall be provided 
‘the manner prescribed by the Statutes. 
- University Boards. 


B. The University shall include the Muham- 

Buiversit§ Board madan Advi Board, the 
ate Residence, Health and Jis- 
Board, andsuch other Boards-as may be 

i the Statutes. 

; (1) The ‘constitution of the Muhammadan 

: : Advisory Board shall be pre- . 

Ad-  guribed by the Statutes. 


lida dics ttealt with Mubams 
Se eece, and shall be 
‘fliger, authority or other 
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tutes. It shall have the right to advise: 
cutive Council on all leiden eben 


members, other than | 


BB. (1) The University shall includothe Facul~ 


~ | (2) The constitution and powers of the Faculties 


shall comprise such De-- 


“Court, it shall be submitted to the 


4 


39 
body of the Universi ted tuted Sp 
or under this Act, in nt to an gf ate ate 
Muhammadan interests, and sh discharge such — 


functions as may be assigned to it b S$ 
or the Uniisoapes eit ; dence: 
27. The ene aoa rd duties of the 
y * idence, Health and Dis- 
Med eipline Board and, save as 
lil ther Boats of the Usivacsiips deal te "oer 
other Boards of the Universi: 
soribed by the Ordinances. ‘ va 
Statutes, Ordinances and Regulations. 


28. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the 
sisbates, pe ~~ Katies Sale 
e fo 
matters, namely :— ¥ iy 
(2) the conferment of honorary degrees; 5 
(6) the institution of, Fellowships, Scholar- - 
ships, Exhibitions and Prizes ; 
(c) the term of office and conditions of ser- 
vice of the Vice-Chancellor ; . 


(d) the designations and powers of the officers 
of the University ; 

(¢) the constitution, powers and dutias of the 
Court, the Executive Council, the Aca- 
demio Council, the Faculties and the 
Muhammadan Advisory Board ; 

(/) the powers and doties of the University 

@ Boards, andthe mode of appointment 
thereto ; 


(g) the instituticn and maintenance of Halls 
and the management of Hostels ; 

(4) the mode of appointment of the Professors 
and Readers of the University ; 

(i) the constitution of a pension or provident 
fund for the benefit of the officers, 
teachers and servants of the University ; 

(#) the maintenance of a register of registered 
graduates ; and 

(4) all matters which by this Act are to be 
or may be prescribed by the Statutes. 

29. (1) The first Statutes shall be those set out 
Statates bow made, in the Schedule, 

(2) The Statutes may-be amended or repealed 

and new or additional Statutes may be e by 

the Court in the manner hereinafter appearing. } 


(8) The Executive Council may propose to the 
Court the draft of any Statute to be passed by - 
the Court. Such draft shall be considered by the 
Court at its next meeting. The Court may approve 
such draft and pass the Statute, ot may reject 
it or refer it tak to the Executive Counoil ‘for 
further consideration. 

Where any Statute has been pa by the 

a : atiolce who 
may asseat thereto or withhold his assent, or refer 
the Statute back to the Court for further consi- 
deration. A Statute by the Court skall 
hove no validity until it bas been assented to by 
the Chancellor. 

(5) The Executive Council shall. not propose 
the draft of any Statute or of any amendment 
of a Statute affecting the status, bone or ere 
tution of any authority of the University u 
{ Drs 






ing an opinion a the proposal. Aor | 
et on eaary wage aa paedon anaes) ‘sha 
se onnlawed the Court, and shall be submitted 
to the Chancellor. 


30. Subject to the Ege of this Act and 
‘Didinencs: the Statutes, the Ordinances 
_ may \ aoa allor any of 

the following matters, nam 


(a) the courses of study to be laid down. for 
all degrees-and diplomas of the Univer- 
sity ; 

(2) the conditions under which students shall 
be admitted to the degree or diploma 
courses and to the examinations of the 
University, . and shall be. eligible for 
degrees and diplomas ; 

(c) the admission of students to the Univer- 

, sity ; 


(2) the conditions of residence of the students 


of the University, the levying of fees 
for residence in alls, and the licensing 
of Hostels ; 


* (¢) the fees to be charged for courses of chiky 
in the University and for admission to! 
the examinations, degrees and diplomas 
‘of the University; . 

(/) the giving of religious instruction 

(9) the formation of Departments of teach- 
ing in the Faculties ; 

(A) the conduct of examinations; and 

(r) all matters which by this Act or the Sta- 
tutes are to be or may be provided for 
by the Ordinances. 


31. (1) Ordinances shall be made by ol 
Ordinanees how made, /¥ecutive Council : 


Provided that no Ordinance shall be made— 


Aa) affecting the admission of students, or 
prescribing examinations to be recog- 
 - nised as equivalent to University ex- 
awinations or the further qualificutions 
‘mentioned in sub-section (2) of section 36 
or admission to the d Pir of the 
University unless a draft of the same has 
_ been proposed by the Academie Council, or 
(0) affecting the conduct or ty of ex- 
aninations or course of stu t 
in’ accordance with a of the 
Faculty or Faculties Fotis ri ww 
: ‘ < draft of such Ordinance has been 
"hg aspanad by. the. Academic Council, or 
(c) affecting the conditions of residence of 
students except after consultation with. 
+ the rien hts pealth and oe 


iene toamend any draft proposed by fhe Aca- 
-cil under. sul i 1), x 
remit the came to the. i Gone t pall 
ion, 


the Chancellor and the Court, and shall b 
dered the Court st esate 
*- Court e power, by a resolution 


a 


* 


‘ench whey pe given, an copay a ye 





fy to the falar Council 


the Executive Council of i 

allowance, such Ondinane # ‘ 
The Chancellor direct 

tion ot any Ordinance shall be ‘ht 


has had an opportunity of ng 
disallowance. An order of n 
sub-section shall cease to have on 


tion of one-month from the date of such « 

on the expiration of fifteen da “bir from the 
consideration of the Ordinance by the 
ever period expires later. 





























" 82.-(1) The auiboritios and the \. 
Universit 
Régeitions, Raguiaisins pte J 4 
this Act, the Statutes and the Orlnameie- dt 
» (a) ohn down the procedure to to 
meetings and the 
ctw required to form a cd 
(2) providing for all matters w_ ‘ 
Act, the sabe by or the Ora ‘ 
to be prescribed by Regulations \ 
(c) providing for all other matters 89] 
cerning such authorities and Bol — 
. not provided for by this, Act, the | ~ 
and the Ordinances. ay 
(2) Every authority of the Univer 
make ieee peering tor the “| 35 
notice to the mem of such authory _ 
dates of meetings and of = busing» 
considered at meetings, and for the kd 
arecord of the proceedings of meetings. 
(8) The Executive Council may di 
amendment in such manner as it may gj\ 


any Regulation made under this se 
annulment of any ey made 


section (Z) ; 

Provided that. any ietaaie te 
University which Oates Stree \ 
direction may appeal to the Chancel: 


decision i in Ley matter shall be Gna" 





Provided shat 


Hall or Hostel « pasate 


"| Hostel for fatorhal help ant discipl! 


sion, and for such other purposes 
md by tn Onistoo 















“8 conditions of residence in Hostels shall 
, (bed by the Ordinances, and every Hostel 
_ subject to i ion by any member 
Mesidence, Health and Discipline Board 
ail in this behalf by the Board and by any 
e University authorised in this beh 
xeoutive Council. =. 
eribhe Executive Council shall have power to 
ect or withdraw the license of any Hostel 
ve chi not conducted in accordance with the con- 
idy apreaeribed by the Ordinances. 
2 Admission and Examinations. 
\(D) Admission of senegal the bring’ 
he) ity 8 made an 
| \ vag soniout sivas senrpiites ap- 
r Me oi ay for that purpose by 















a 

beademic Cou 
Soation (5), <nte shall not be eligible for admission 
observance of study for a degreo unless they have 
ions rela{j, Intermediate Examination of an 
niversity incorporated by any law for the 
ing in force, or an examination recognised 
the Oradance with the provisions of this section as 
" ment shent thereto, and possess such fnrther quali- 
‘or, if ths as may be prescribed by the Ordinances. 


ofi'® conditions under which students may be 
ti 


} 



















more 
arias to the diploma courses of the University 
e+ prescribed by the Ordinances, 


bel'he University shall not, save with the pre- 
> anction of the Governor General in Council, 
ngise (for the purposes of admission to 
eof study for a degree) as equivalent to its 
al » any conferred by ‘any other 
eraity or as equivalent to the Intermediate 
@onpination ofan Indiay University any exam- 
san shin conducted by any other authority. 
add (7) All arrangements for the conduct of 
exaniinations sball be made, 
and all examiners shall be 
Academie Council in sugh 


‘Statater. oq by th 
Bit ss aay © prescribed by this Act and 


fl 24. Th: as may be 


~ during the course of an examination, 
apt is Pa any cause incapable of acting 
ee she Vice-Chancellor shall appoint an 
' ~~ ¢ to fill the vacancy. 
5. The, tone éxaminer who is not a member 
pivorsi erty shall be appomted for cach sub- 
“ided in a Department of teaching and 
ds jart of the course which is required for a 






xecutive Council. shall, after consult 

i¢ Conncil, appoint examination 
of members of “its own 
or of both, as it thinks 
ation questions and to 


Hostels shall be such as may here-_ 

. after be approved and lis | 
rs) censed by the. Executive 
-such general or special conditions as 
cribed by the Ordinances, is 
Wardens and superintemding staffs of 
i be appointed in the manner prescribed 
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Annual Report and Mteounte. 


38. The annual report of the University shall 


. be prepared under the direc- 
sg tc ste tion of the Executive Cine: 


‘| cil, and shall be submitted to the Court on or 


before such date as may be preseribed by the 
Statutes, and. shall bs hehas ered by the Coars 
atits annual meeting. The Court may pass re- 

ions thereon and communicate the same to 
the Executive Council which shall take such resolu- 
tions into consideration. 


39. (1) The annual accounts and balance sheet 

Annual accounts. Of the University shall be 

’ prepared under the direction 

of the Executive Council, and shall be submitted 

Pg Local Government for the purposes of 
audit. 


(2) The accounts when audited shall be pub- 
lished in the Gazette of India and shall, together 
with the audit report, if any, be submitted to the 
Conrt and to the Governor General in Council. 
Fra geal — shall also submit. to the 

urt, on or before such date as may bé prescribed 
by the Statutes, a statement of the financial esti- 
mates for the ensuing year. 


(3) The annual accounts and the financial esti- 
mates shall be considered by the Coprt at its 
annual meeting,‘and the Court may pass resolu. 
tions thereon and communicate the same to the 
Executive Council which shall take stch resolu- 
tions into consideration, 


Supplementary Provisions. 


Chancellor shal!, with the concur» 
rence of not less than two- 
thirds of the members of the 
Executive Council for the 
time being in India, have 

; power to remove any person 
from membership of the University or of any of its, 
authorities or other bodies. 


40. The 


Removal from mem- 
bership of the Uni- 
versity. 


41. If any question arises whether any person 
has been duly elected or 
appointed as, or is entitled 
to be, a member of the 
University or of any autho- 
rity or other body of the University, the matter 
shall be referred to the Chancellor whose deci- 
sion thereon shall be final. , 


42. Where any authority of the University is 

Constitutiun ofcom- given power by this Act or 
mittees, the Statutes tg appoint com- 
mittees, such committees shall, unless otherwise 
provided, consist of members of the authority con- 
cerned and of such other persons (if any) as the 
authority in each case may think fit, 


43. All casual vacancies among the members 
4 (other than ea-oficio mem- 
bers) of ed authority or 
other body of the University 
shall be filled as sx0n as rae es oh be by 
the person or body who appointed, e or co 
opted the member whose place has become vacant, 
and the person appointed, elected or co-opted 
to a casual vacancy shall be ,a member o 
such authority or body for the residue of the term 
for which the pee whose place he fills would 
have been a member, Pa 


Disputes xs to con- 
stitution of University 
authorities and bodies. 


Filling of ‘casual va- 
cancies. 


; 


i 


j 


* cellor. 


* trahon, 
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PP ig ceding of any anthority or { to any educational | : E 

pone see een eee 
8) ” inval mere med to wn on theo 

pata) wre aed “hy reason of the. ‘eaaanee ‘this Acts * re f. ae 
of a vacancy or vacancies among its members. “Provided that the Jagannath Col 
“45 (1) Every salaried officer and. teacher of | town of Dacca mity retain its c maeet 


Conditions of ser- the University shall be ap- 
rico. pointed on a writtan. con- 
tract. The contract shall be lodged with the 

istrar of the University, and a copy thereof 
shall be furnished to the officer or teacher con- 
cerned. 


(2) Any member of the public services in India 
whom it is prop:sed to appoint to a post in the 
University shall, subject to the approval of such 
appointment by the Government, have the 
option— 

(¢) of remaining in the service of the Gov- 
ernment daring the whole period or such 
riion thereof as. may be fixed of 
nis employ ment by the University, or 
(ii) of Laving his services Jent to the Uni- 
yersity and remaining liable to recall 
to Government service at the discretion of 
the Government, or 
(it) of resigning Government service on en- 
tering the service of the University. 

46. Avy dispute — oat iy a een 

; . between the University an 
sre ae Ae any officer or teacher of the 
University shall, on the 


' yoquest of the officer or teacher concerned, ba 


refe;red to & Tribunal of Arbitration consisting of 
one member appointed by the Executive “Council, 
sone member nowmibated by the officer or teacher 
concerned, atid an umyire appointed by the Chan- 
The decision of the Tribunal shall be final, 
and no suit shall lie in any Civil Court in respect 
ofthe matters decided by the Tribunal. Every 
such arbitration shall be subject to thé provisions 


IX of 1999,.0f the Indian Arbitration Act, 1899, eo far as the 


~ has been go constituted, the Governor General 


"IX of 1897. 


» the University, and no 


eame may be applicable thereto. 

47. (1) The University shall constitute for the 

Ponsion or pro- bencfit of its cthieers, teachers 
vident Fund. and servants a pension or 
provident fundin sach manner and subject to: 
such couditions as may be prescrited ‘by the 
Sta‘utes. 

(2) Where ench a pension or provident fund 
10 
Council may, notwithstanding anything contained 
in the Provident Funds Act, 1397, by notifica- 
tion in the Gazette of India, declare that the 

rovisions of fhe seid Act sball apply to such 
fund as if it were a Government Provident Fund. 

48. Save as otherwise provided in this Act, 

Territorial exer» the powers of the Universit, 
ise of powers. conferred by or under 
Act shall not extend beyond a radius of five miles 
from the Convocation Hall of the University. 
Notwithstanding vse in any other law for 
the time being in fore, no 
beyand thit limit chal, save with" the previous 
sanction of the Governor General in Couacil, be 
a with or admi'ted to any privilege’ of 
parece na casey 
within dhat limit shall, save with the like sanction, 
asaociated in any way with or be admitted to 
- privileges of any other University, and any 


auch privileges granted by any other University *” 


nal institution |. 

























































University of Calcatta for three years 
commencement of this Act unless the ' 
shall direct that such connegtion shall cease e 
Provided further that it shall be lawful for 
Faculty of Law to assemble at Calcutta w 
inthe. opinion of the Vice-Chancellor, 
course is necessary.” 4 a 


> 


Transitory Provisions. — 


49, Notwithstanding anything con! 
Com couress this act or the in i 
for pve Dacca any student of the Dai 


Colleges, ' College, the Dacca 
College, the Dacea Training College or the J 
nath College at Macca who, on the commencem 
of this Act, is etndyirg for any examination: of # 
Calcutta University higher than the Intermodis 
Examination shall be permitted to complete h 
course in preparation therefor, and the Univer 
shall provide for such students instruction a 
examiaati ons in accordance with the Prospectu 

Studies of the Calcutta University. 


BO. The first Vice-Chancellor may be appoi 
al any time after the 

Aypointesnnt ‘of fret cf this Act. Such app 
ment shall, notwithstar ; 
anything contained in sub-section (1) of section 11, — 
be made by the Governor General ‘in Council for. 
sach period and on such conditions as he thinks fit, 
Bl. (1) At any ort et the passing of this — 
ct and until such time as— 

Use the swap eees of the Unie 
ersit u a. 

cons‘ituted— seed ih ey ; 


' ae 
(a) the Treasurer may be sppointed by the 
Governor of Bengal 3 Kae ? £ 

(2) eny other officers o. the University may 
appointed by the Vice Chancellor jy 
the previous sauction of the Govere 
of Bengal ; m 
(ch teachers of the University shall be 
ee by the Governor of Beng 
considetiag the recommendatio 
of an Advisory Committee consisting o 
the Vice-Chancellor, the Dire:tor of 
irra Instruction, Ben and such 
' » other person or ns, 
Govertior ot Bikiee! thinksfit tos 


with them. 
_ (2) Any appointment made under sub 
(2) shall be for sush spa and on such cond 
as the app vinting aut ity thinks fit: 
Provided that no such appoint 
made until financial provision po. gga 
therefor by the Local Goverament or ctherwi 


ner 


ey a 


ee, 
as 



















Mee te 


« 





urpo bringing the University4nto being 
nd for that may exercise any power which 
y this Act or the Statates. is to be conferred on 

y officer or uuthority of the University, | 





tit ar 


dt THE SCHEDULE. 
Dx rrnsr Statutes oF THe Usivanstry. 
| [See section 29 (1).] *, 


"J 

ee 2. In these Statutes, unless there is anything 

Unie? Definitions. . Tepngnantin the subject or 

7 aay ‘ context— 

_ (a) “ the Act” means the Dacca UniversitY 
* Act, 19, and “section” means a° see" 
F tion of the Act ; and 
~~ (2) “officers,” authorities, ” “ Professors,” 

A “ Renders;” “ Lecturers,” ‘ teachers,” 

servants ” and“ registered graduates ” 
mean ively officers, authorities, 
rofessors, Readers, Lecturers, teachers, 

servancs and registered graduates of 
¥ 3a the University. 

2. (2) In addition to the officers mentioned in 


Constituti sub-section (/) of section 17 
D, Pe i as fullowing persons shall 


rt. 
¢a-officie members of the Court, namely :— 
 (¢) the members of the Executive Council 


ay 
or . 







of the Governor of Bengal ; 
(éé) the Vice-Chancellor of | the University 
of Caleutta ; -) 


(it) the Commissioner, the Collector and 
: the District and Sessions Judge of 
amid Dacow; 5 
a (iv) the Director of Agriculture for Bengal ; 
(x) the Civil Surgeon of Dacca ; 
(ei) the Superintending Engineer, Eastern 
nar Circle, Bengal ; 
© (vii) the Chairman of the Dacca Municipal- 
ity ; , 
© idii) the Inspector of Schools of the Dacca 
; . 
(éz) the ‘Inspectress of Girls’ Schools for 
the Dacca Circle ; 


(a) the Proctor of the University ; 
(at) the Librarian of the University ; and 


Gin) th8 Principals of the Dacea Medical 
ide By School, the Dacca Madrassah, the 
sd Culeutta Madrassah, the Chittagong 


._ ™  \ Madrassah, the Rajshabi Madrassib, 
’ the Eden High School, and of all edaca- 
jonal insjitutions in the Dacea Divi- 


ae on whieb prepare students for admis- 
bee Aaa ‘sion to the degree courses of 2 Univer- 
fee.” - sity. we 
ee ‘ (2) (a) Every perton making a donation of 


y thoucand rupecs or upwards: or transferring 


erty cf the like value to the University eball 
| Pee Sector if the Coatt from the date of the 


donation being actually made or of the transfer 
 &) Every person making a donation of ten 


~ thousand ra, upwarde or transferring proper- 
accel Fakes an University shall b be a 
" amember cf the Court for a period of five years 


ke 203LD. 
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from the date of the donation being actually made 
or of the tranafer heing executed. 


(3) The number of graduates {to be elected as 
Members of the Court by the registered graduates 
from umong their owo body hall be thirty, of 


whom fifteen shall be Muhammadan graduates 


‘| elected by the registered Muhammadan graduates. 


(4) The number of teachers to be elected as 
menibers of the Court by the Academic Council 
‘sha'l be five. 


(5) The number of persons to be appointed by 
the Chancellor under clause (wii) of woeising (2) 
of section 17 shall be forty : 


Provided that the Chancellor shall in making: 
such appointments seure that, as far as possible, 
fifty per cent. of the ron-Buropean members of 
the Court shall be Muhammadans. 


(6) Save as otherwise provided members of the 
Court other thgn ex-officio members shall hold office. 
for a period of three years : 


Provided that members,elected by the Acade- 
mic Council shall hold office so long only within 
the said period as they contifue to be teachers, 

3. (1) The members of the Executive Council, in 

Constitution ef the addition to the Vice-Chan~ 
Executive Council. cellor and the Treasurer 
shall be— 

Class I—Ex-officio members. 
(¢) The Commiesioner of the Dacea Division a 
(¢é) the Deans of the Fuculties. 

Class I:—Other members. 

(iit) Four persons appointed by the Chancellor, of 
whom two shall be Mahammadans, and 
one at least of these two shall bea 
teacher ; 


(fv) two members of the Court elected by the 
Court at its annual meeting ; 


(v) two members of the Court elected by the 
Mubammadan members thereof at its 
annual meeting ; and 

(vi) two mombers of the Academie Council 
eleoted by the Academie Council ; 


(2) The Executive Council so constituted shall 
co-opt as members one Provost and one Warden, 


(8) Members other than ex-officio members sbali 
hold office for a period of three years : 

Provided that members elected by any bod 
of persons from among their own number shall 
hold office co long only wishin the said period as 
they continue to be members of the body which 
elected them. . 

4, Subject to the provisions of the Act, the 

Powors of the Exvou- Petoutive Council shail 
tive Vounoil. have the followipg powers, 
namely :-— y 
(a) to institute, at its discretion, steh Pro~ 

* fessorships, Readerships, “Leotureships 

or other teaching posts as may be prov 
posed by the Academie Council ; 

(8) to abolish or d, after report from 
the Academic Council thereon, or Pro- 
fessorship, Readership, Leetureship or’ 
other teaching post ; 

3 


utes, teachers, officers and servants ; 


st (a) to aclegate, subject to such conditions 
as may be aparen by Regulations 
made by “he Excentive Council, its power 
to appoint teachers, officers and ser- 
vants to such person or authority as the 
Bxecutive Couneil may determine; 


to manage and regulate the finances, 
accounts, inyestments, property and all 
administrative affairs whatscever of the 
University, and for that purpose to ape 
point such agents as it may think fit ; 
to accept bequests, donations and transfers 
a of property to the University : 

Provided that all such bequests, 
donations and transfers shall be>re- 
ported to the Court at its next meeting ; 


fe) 


to provide the buildings, premises, furni- 
i ture, apparatus, equifment and other 
mesns needed for carrying on the work 

» of the University ; 


(h) after repost from the Finance Committee, 
to, enter into, vary, carryout and cancel 
contracts’ on behalf of the University ; 
and 


(i) to invest any monies belonging to the 
University, ‘including any unapplied in- 
come, in any of the seenrities described 

* in section 20 of the Indian Trusts Act, 
1882, or in the purchase of immoveable 
property in India, with the like power of 
varying such, inves.ments ; or to place 
on fixed deposit in any bank approved 
in this behwlf by the Local Gov: rnment 
avy portion of such monies not required 
for immediate expenditure. 

5. (1) The members of the Academic Council, in 

The <Academis addition to the Vice-Chan- 
Lonvsil. ‘cellor, shall be— 
Class I —Ex-off ciaxmembers, 
(i) The Deans of the Faculties ; 
(i) the Librarian of the cee he 3 
(iit) the Professors ; and 
(iv) the Provests, 
Class II,—Other members. 

(v) Two Wardens nominated’ by the Vice- 
Chancellor ; and 

(vi) persons, ifany, not fexcording three m 
number and not heing teachers, appoint- 
ed by the Chancellor, on account of their 

possessing expert knowledge in such 
‘ sabjecti of study os may be selected by 
the Academie Council as constituted 
i: under heads (#) to (x). 
(2) The Academic Council 26° constituted 
‘ander sub-clause (7) shall coropt as members 
three Readers and two Lecturers." PA 


i. The Academic Council as constituted under 


gu (1) and (2) shall co-opt rs members 
f not ¢x g ove-tenth of its ‘numbers 
gs 80 constituted ; 


* 


ibis ae teachers eT ee 


Provided thet so Gye ag FREESE 4 ‘of the 































to int, in aoe rdance with the Stat tmclanse, are cr ) 
(c) to appoint, in n i nate M 


(4) Members 
shall hold office oe a 


Provided that Readers, ‘Lcoturets: or teas! 
co-opted as such shall hold office 80 long o 
within the ssid ‘period as they continys to 
Readers, Leovurers or teachers, respectively, 


6. The Academic Conyeil shall have tho 
Powers of the Acade" following Poets SPT ee 


mie Council. 


(a) to make  proprsals ip the “Bacontive. 
Council for tlie institution of Professor- 
ships, Readerships, Lectureships or other 
teaching posts, and in r te the: 
duties and emoluments thereof ; } 


(2) to make Regulations for and to BE 
in accordance with such Be sere 
Scholarships, Exhibitions, 
medals and other rewards ; 


‘c) toappoint examiners after re 4 mm 
© the Faculi concerned ; ti i 


to vontecl! and manage the Daiversi ie 
. Library o ser too) to frame i 

lations ii g their use, and, to n 

point a Library, Committes under the: 


general control of the-Academio Council 

to manage the sffairs of the Library ; 

(ec) to formulate, modify or revise, snbjext 
to the control of the Executive Coungil, — 
schemes for the constitution or re- 
‘constitution of Faculties and for the as- 
signment of subjects to such Faculties ; 

(/) to assign teachers to the Faculties; * 
(g) to promote research within the University — 
aust 10 beninoneseate on such research 

from the persons employed thereon ; 


(4) to Hes aay a register of ae | 
uates wi the 


ga in accordance 

tatutes. : 

7, (1) Each Faculty shall opnsist of— 
The Senher: 


(#) the Professors of the Do 
ptised in the Facuity, — — 
(i) such teachers of mf, jwrigned 
the Faoult 
to ae Bel by the! Acai Cre ’ 







exeept with the sanction of <the Chan- 
lyen on the request of the Academic 


: Bio ale 
Sobject to the provisions’ of the Act, each 


tet Faculty sball have — the 

i the Facul- - 

asst mae following powers, mamely :— 

| ~~ (a) to constitute Committees of Courses and 

* Rape Studies ; s 

5; ead _ (8) to recommend to the Academie Council 
~~ affer consulting the Committees of 





Courses and Studies, the names of exam~- 
. iners in subjects assigned to the 
|. Faculty. ae 

®. There shall be a Board of Co-ordination 
sb Poard of Coordi comprred of the  Vice- 
| mation. 





Chancellor, who shall be 
ie Chairman thereof, the Deans 
- of the Faculties and the Registrar, to organise the 
' teaching of the University and in particular to 










~ Faculties, and to assign lecture rooms, laboratories 
and other rooms to the Faculties. 


10. (7) The Dean of each Faculty sball be the 
The Dean, executive officer of , the 
Faonlty, and shall preside at 
ings. He shall hold office for three years. 


(2) He sholl issue the 'ecture lists of the Uni- 
y in the Departments comprised in the 
senlty, and shall be responsible for the conduct of 
eaching therein. : 

(3) He shall have the right to be present 
and to k at any meeting of any committee of 
the Faculty, but not to vote unless he is a member 
of the committes, 

14, The Muhammadan Advisory Board shall 
The mabemiptlen counist of— 


~ (a) seven members sue by the Chancel 
lor from among the Mubammadan mem~ 
lers of the Court, of whom at least three 
shall be teachers, 


(J) two members co-opted by the members 
appointed under sub-clause (a). 


12, (J) Each Hostel shall be managed by. 
os » committee of management 
Hestels. approved by the Executive 


am sa Couueil, 

‘sie 2) The Warden and the superintending staff 
ofa Hostel shall be appointed by the commit tte 
ef nce subject to the approval of 

| the Executive Counoil. - , 

bis. 13, ‘The Court may, on the recommendation of 
a oni sak ake = seowine Pomel with- 

Baoan raw any degrce or diploma 

hie - eaaee contereae by the Univor- 

Ko eibye as 


riskier 
| 44. (2) All proposals for the conferment of 
E ptr . My : honorary degrees shall be 
| Honorary degrees made by the Academie Coun- 
be gi} to the Executive Council, 
| and shall require the assent of the Court before 
submission to the Chano.llor for confirmation : 
“Provid that-in eases of nrgency the Chancellor 
Prat the recommendation of the Executive 
= in Or . f ‘ 


‘1 
Paes gis 
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co-ordinate the work and time-tables of the various _ 





(2) Any honors afer" a6, eontetred..& the 
University may, with the previous appinaied the 
Court and the sanction of the Chancellor, be 
withdrawa by ths Executive Council, 


15. The following persons shall, on payment 


d of euch fees as may 
, species gradu: scribed by the Res i 


be , entitled to have their 


mames enrolled in the register of registered gradaus - 


ates and to enjoy all the priviloges of registra 
tiva, namely :— 


(a) withinf¥e years after the Act eomes into 
force all atudents who have graduated at 
any time fromthe Dacca College, the 


Jagannath College at Dacca, the Dacea * 


Law College or the Dacca Training Col« 
lege and apply to the University to ke 

“granted ad evndem degrees of the Uni- 
versity ; and 


(6) all graduates of the Univers'ty. of #hroe 
yeard’ standing and upwards, =~ 


16. There shall sat the following | officers 

who shall be ‘appointed 

oo by the Executive Council, 
namely :— 


(1) a Proctor for the maintenance of the 
general discipline of the University, 
to whom the Vice-Chancellor ma 
delegate’ soch of his disoiplinary 
powers as he may think fit eet 


(##) a Librarian for the University Library? 


17. (2) Subject'to the provisions of clause fe) 
of sub-section (1) of section 
51 and of clatise 18, appoint- 
ments to. Professorships and 
Readerships shall be made on the nomiuation of 
committees of selectin constituted for the purpose 
«8 follows, namely :— 


(i) the Vice-Chancellor ; 


(ie) one momber of the Executive Couneil 
selected by the Executive Council ; 


Committees of solec 
tion in India. 


(ié#) two members of the Academ‘e Council 
selected by the Academic Council on 
the ground of their special knowledge 
or interest in the subject or subjects 


with which the Professor or Reader, . 


ae the case may be, will be concerned ; 


(iv) an officer of the Local Government 
wppointed by the Local Government ; 
and 


(v). three persons (other than officers and 
teacher®) appointed by the Chancellor : 


Provided that should a committee so constituted 
not includa both a Hindu and a Mohammedan 
member, the Chance'lcr shall nominate an addi- 
tional Hindu or Mehammadan member or both, 
as the case may be. 


(2) Committees of selection afPointed under 
sub-clause (J) shall report to the Executive 
Couneil which shall, if it agcepts the nomination 
of the committee, make the appomtment to the 
port accordingly. If the Executive Council doea, 
not t the nomination c£ the committ 
it shall refer the case to the Chancellor, who s| 
make suck appointment as he thinks fit, 


. % 


18. (1) Of the Professorships and Readerships 
- Committecs of selec. N06 lese than one-third shall 
tion in the United King- bé filled in one or other of 
dom, the following manners, name- 
ly:— 

(a) on the nomination of committees of selec- 
tion eonetituted for the purpose in the 

United Kingdom, or 
(4 if, in the opinion of the Secretary of State 
for India, exceptional circumstances justi- 


fy such a course, by appointment by the - 


Secretary of State for India, 


(2) The committees of selection referred to in 
subsclause (/) (a) shall be constituted as follows, 
namely :— - 

\*) two members resident in the United 
Kingdom appointed by thg Academic 
Council, and 


(ji) three members resident in the United 


THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, OCTOBER 1, 1919. _ 










t * 





(8) The Executive Council shall ; 
report of a committee of selection, oc 
ae eI if it accepts 
nomination of the commi' make the appoint- | 
ment to the post accordingly. If the Executive 
Couneil does not accept the nomination of — 
committee, it shall refer the case to the Chancell: 
who may either appoint the person nominated by ¢ 
the committee or refer the case to the Secretary of — 
State for India, and in such case the Secretary of — 
State 7 India shall make such appointment as he — 
thinks fit. { 


(4) Nothing in this clause shall apply to ap- 
pointments made by the Chancellor under elanse | 
(c) of sub-section (Z) of section 51. 


19. Appointments to teaching posts other thaa 

Appointment of Professorships and Reader- 
Leoturts and other ships shall, subject to the 
teachers. » _ provisions of the Act and © 


Kingdom appointed by the Secretary of 


State for India, the Ordinances. 


’ STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 


The objeot of this Bill is the establishment and incotporation of a unii teaching and 
residential University at Dacca. The scheme has been before the public at various times from 
1912 onwards, The Government of India had on several occasions given pledges regarding 
the fotndation of this University. The proposals mads by a committee, which discussed the 
question in“]912, have been modified in certain important respects in the recommendations: 
of the Calcutta University Commission. 
recommendations of the Calcutta University Commission. Certain additions have been made 
where the recommendatiins require sapplementary provisions and a few modifications figare 
in the Bill, which however do not interfere with the general idea expressed in the Com- 
mission’s report, — ' 


+ 
2. The ae which is contemplated will not affiliate colleges, bat will be a unitary 
institution, The teaching will be under the control of the University. But existing 
institutions and the various bodies which. may be expected to desire to participate in the 
activities of the University will be represented by Halls and Hostels in which students will 
reside and receive tuitional assistance. 


& The University will be constituted as follows. The Governor General will be the 
Visitor. The Governor of Bengal will be the Chancellor. The Vice-Chancellor will be 
sppointed by the Chancellor. The main governing bodies will be a large representative Court, 
whose functions will, for the most part, be legislative and supervisory; an Executive Council 
which will administer the affairs of the University; and an Academic Council, assisted by 
Faculties, which will be entrusted with the general regulation of instruction within the 
University. The creation of Boards (among which the Muhammadan Advisory Board muy 
specially be mentioned) and of committees is contemplated. 


_ 4, A special feature of the University, in which the present scheme essentially differs from 
“that framed in 1912, is the proposal that the officers and teachers of the University will be em-— 


ployed not by Government but by the University itself, although provision is made for the  —~ 
appointment by the University on certain conditions of members of the public services in India — 
nsion or provident fund for 


to pests in the University. ‘The University will constitute a 
the benefit of its employees. The method of pelos is shown in detail in the Statutes. 
With the exception of the first appointments, vacancies will he filled by the Executive Council, 
the selection being made in the case of Professors and Readers on the nomination of committees 
of selection, and in the ease of other teachers in a manner to be prescribed by Ordinance: 
These committees will ordinarily sit inIndia. But, for the selection of such Professors and 


Readers as should possess Western qualifications, candidates will be considered by committees 
ingdom, or inexceptional circumstances appointments may 


of selection sitting in the United 
be me by the Secretary of State for India. 


_5, It has’ been thought advisable to retain in the case of this dors the 
territorial jurisdiction, which was introduced as regards Indian Universities by the 
of 1904, in this reepect a departure has been made from the proposais of the 

with such proVisos as to carry out the intentions of the Commission, 


6. Admission to the University will be open to those who have edit 
examination of an Indian University or an examination recognised as equivalent thereto. 


system’ of 


The provisions of the Bill generally follow the » 


ni an; bab 


dhe: Sitenuedlata dl 


the Statutes, be made in the manuer prescribed by 
a 


} 
ihe 


| 





ee 


1) 
| 
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earrics Ont one of the main recommendations of the Commission, namely, that 
teaching shonld be confined to those strdents who have-nlready completed the in- 
ediate stage, further decisions upon the ioportant recommendation of the Com- 
ission on the subject of » Board of Secondary and Interthediate Education, the Intermediate 
| examinations of the University of Calétttaand {of other Indian Universities incorporated by 
ik + law. will be accepted. : is 4. 
7, The first Statutes are scheduled to the Act. They deal msinly with the constitution 
and powers of the governing bodies ; the method of appointment of teachers cf the University 
and certain points, such as the management of Hostels, the withdrawal of degrees, the confer- ” 
_ ment of honorary degrees, and the registration of uates, The seope of the Statutes as a 
whole is indicated in clanse 28 of the Bill. In addition to Statutes, Ordinances will be framed 
ners pled Executive Council mainly on the proposal of the Academic Council. They will deal 
Bans ee with academic matters. Questions of procedure, details of administration, etc., will be 
rere provided by Regulations. The Authorities and Boards of the University will be free to make 
their own a BOR subject to the Aot, the Statutes and the Ordinances, and final veto 
or modification by the Executive Council, against whose decision, however, the Authority or 
‘Board may make an appeal. This arrangement, which is generally in accord with the proposals 
‘of the Commission, is intended to retain elasticity in the working of the University. 


8. Transii visions for students now stud for examinations of the 
—— Caleutta University higher thes the ntermediate examination, Fist appointments and for 
other matters necessary for bringing the machinery of the University into play. 

9. Special provision is made for the Jagannath College, which may retain its connection 
with the University of Caleuttafor three years from the commencement of the Act, unless the 
Chancellor otherwise directs. This will give time for any negotiation which may be necessary 
with a view to including this College asa Hall of the University. : 


Sma : MUHAMMAD SHAFT, 
“The 4th Keptember, 1919. } 













H. M. SMITH, 
Offg. Seeretary to the Government of India. 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
* «LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 


ite Bator SA Re nes 

if The following Bill was introduced in the Indian 
Legislative Council on the 17th September, 

i dwly:— 

ft 

i No. 30 or 1919. © * 

at m 
: A Bill further to amend the Workman's Breach of 
K . Contract Act, 1609. ky 


Workman's Breach of Contract Act, 1bd¥ ; Lt is 
“hereby enacted as tollows :— 
be called the Workman’s 
Breavb of Contract (Amend- 
ment) Act, 191 
2. (1) Section 1 of the Workman’s Breach of 
Contract Act, 1859 ihere 
jnaiter, referred to as the 
As aulf 190% aig Act), wiall be re-num- 
ered sub-section (1) of section 1. ; 
ie - (@ Ta the said section as renambered— 
sie "(ay after the words “an advance of 


% ~ Wuentas it is expedient further to amend the 
TIT of 

1859. 

eae) 4 1. This Act may 
|” Short title 


an pendment of section 


 Uhe words “ not 
reu mmpees” shail be i 


the M 
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(8) To the said section as re-numbered the 
following sub-sections shull be added, namely :—> 
(#4) Such Magistrate sbali at once examine 
the complainant on oath and may 
thereupon dismiss the complaint if in 
his opinion there is no sutticient ground 

for proveeding, 

(@) 1f in the opinion of the Magistrate 
there is suthcient ground for procesd- 
ing, he shall issue a, summons or 
warrant as he may think proper for 
bringing before him such artificer, 
workman or labourer, and sball hear 
and determine the case,” 


3. (1) For section 2 of the said Act the follow- 

Substitution of new 1g sections shall be substi> i 
seotions'for vection 2 of tuted, namely :— 
Act XLUL of Leby, \ 

“2. (2) If it shall be proved to the satisfaction 

Order for repayment of the Magistrate that such 
of advance er periorm- artificer, woikman or labourer 
sauce of contiact. has received money in ad- 
vance, not exceeding three hundréd rupees, from the 
evmplainant on account of any such work, and has 
wilfully and withont lawful or reasonable excuse 
ne,Jecied or refused to perform or get performed | 
the same according to the terms ot his contract, 
the Magistrate may in his discretion either order 
sucli artilicer, workman or labourer to repay the 
oney advanced or such part thereof as may be 
just and proper within such period and in such: 
instalments, if any, as the Magistrate thinks fir, 
or order him to perform or get. performed such 
work within such period not exceeding one year 
as tue Magistrate may determine and otherwise 
according to the terms of the oomtract; 


_ == 
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PART VL *, 


Bills introduced in the Indian Legislative Council, Reports of Select Committees; 
presented to the Council, and Bills published uuder Rule 23. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 





NOTIFICATION. 





Simla, the 28th October 1919. 


No. 96.—The Governor General has been pleased, under Rule 23 of the Rules for the Conduct 

the Legislative Business of the Council of the Governor General, to order the publication in the 

brent of India andin the local official Gazettes in English, of the following Bill, together with the 

Statement of Objects and Reasons relating thereto, and the Bill and Statement of Objects and Reasons 
are acodtdingly hereby pubiished for general information :— 


%* 


. BILLAWNO. 


A Billi to consolidate and amend the law relatiag to 
“Government Securities. 


yi: it is expedient to consoli late afl 
amend the law relating to Government 


securities ; it is hereby enacted as follows :— 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Indian Secu- 

SbdiMtide and com- ities Act, 19; and 
mencement. 

(2) It shall come into 
of April, 19 
2. In this Act— 
Definitions. 

(a) * Government security ” includes Pgs 
notes, stock-certificates, beater bonds and all other 
securities issued by the Governor General in Council 
or by any noek Goverment in respect of any 
Joan contracted either ‘before or ‘sfter the passing 
of this Act, but does not inglude a currency-note ; 
and ry 


44iLD ( 


force on the fif’t day 
, 


34 or 1919. 


(b) ribed”” means prescribed by rules 
mude under this Act, 

3. Save as otherwise provided in or under this 

Notice of trust not Act, no notice of any trast in 
receivable eave 8 pro- respect of any Government 
vided. security shall be receivable 
by the Government : 

Provided that an indorsement by an executor 
ot administrator as euch shall not be deemed to 
convey notice of any trust under a will, nor shall 
the Government begbound to inquire into the 
terme of any will, but it shall be entitled to treat 
ruch exeentor or administrator as full owner of 
the security. 

4. (1) Notwithstanding anything in section 45 

Right of survivora Ofsthe Indian Contract Act, 
of joint payees of Gove 1872, when a Government 
ernment necurities. security is payable to two 
or more persons jointly and either or any of then 

| dicgg the security shall be payalle to the survivor 


| or sOryivors of those persous, 


61 ) 3 L 


TX of 1872 


XXVI of 
iss]. 


XXV1 of 
1Sb1, 


XXVI of 
1881. 


ye . Li 
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(2) Nothing herein contained shall affect any 
claim which the representative of the deceased 
person may have against the shrvivor or survivors 
under-or in respect of the security jointly payable 
to him or them and the deceased. 

(3) This section shall apply whether the death 
-of the person to whom the security was jointly 
payable occurred or occurs before or after this Act 
comes into force. . rs 

5. Notwithstanding anything in section 15 of 

Indorsarlint? to bo. the Negotiable Instroments 
made on security itself.” “Act, 1881, no ‘indprsement: 
of a Government security eball be valid unless 
made by the signature of the holder: inscribed on 


the bavk of the security itself. : 
® G. (2) In the case of any public office to which 

Holding of Gove. the Governog General in 
meut  ssourities. by Conneil, mayyéfrom time to 
holders for’ the time time, by. notifieation in the 
being of public offices Gavette of India, declare 
this sub-section"to “ppl, a “Government security’ 
may be made or andorsed -payable to or to the, 
order of the holder‘for the time being of the, oflice 
hy the name of ‘the’office. ~" - 

(2) When a Government security “is. made or 
indorsed as afcresaid, it shall» be deemed to be 
transferred without any or farther indorsement 
from each holder for the time being of the office 
to the succeeding holder for. the time being of 
the office on and\from (he date on which the latter 
takes charge of the offce, ; van 

(2) When the holder for the time being of the 
office indorses to a third party a Government 
security -made or indorsed as aforesaid, he shall 
subscribe the indorsement with his name andthe 
name of the office. 

(4) A writing ona Government seeurity now 
or heretofore standing in the name cf, the holder 
of a public office, wherepy the seurity has been 
or was made or indorsed-fayable to or to the order 
of the holder of the office fr the time being by 
the name ofthe office, shall not be deemed to be 
of to have been invalid: by reason cnly of the 
security having been ro wade or indorsed. © 





























the person so authorized, 


_ dated or sub-divided securities, 


10. (1) Whena Government rocurity 
Iesne of duplicate t have been lost or d 


eccutitios, ed either wholly or in. 
and a person claims to be thegereon 
for the loss or destruction it would be payatile, 


and on_ producing proof to his satisfacti 
pas or destiution and « tere 
and on payment of ti ibed if 

obtain from him an order ee _ giant é 


(a) the payment of interest’ in respect of the 


to pe applieant. 


we An order shall not:be parsed under sub-seo- 
tious (1) “until after the issue of the prescribed 
notification of the less or destruction aud after the 
-expitation of the prescrited period. 


published in the prescribed manner. 


, ‘person claiming to be ne 

ee test titled to a Government 

; promissory note may, om 

applying to the prescribed offcer, and on 

satisfying him of the*justice of bis claim and 

delivering the promissory note reeeipted in the 

prescribed manner,'and paying the prescribed fee, 

if any, obtain from such officer arenewed promis- 
sory note payable to him : 

Provided thut, when appl'eation is made for the 
renewaljf a Government promissory note which 
appears to the prescribed officer to stand in the name 
ot adeceased memer of « joint Hindu family gov- 
erned by the Miteéshara law, a reneweil promissory 
note shall not’ be issued ‘to the applicant unless he 


had been inscribed in the proper handwriting of 


may on application to the prescribed nee 
ion of the” 
the ‘lain : 


(8) A list of the securities in respect of shit 
an order ig passed under sub-section (1) shall be 













Istwe of duplicate, renewed, converted, comaoli« 


.Seeurity stid to be lost or destroyed pend- 
‘ing the issue of a daplicate security ; and 
(2) the issue of a duplicate security “payable 


11. (1) Subject to the provisions of seetion 1,0 


: ‘ ; furnishes a certificate signed by such authority © 
6) This section applies as well to an office of iat: , Dy such at y 
wigeh there are two a more jrint holders as to an seribed ae, baggortied_ after. tnanisy Aes the pre- 
office of which there isa single holder. | belonged 'bo/an “undivided Hindu family” govern 

7. Notwithstunding anything in the Negoti- y the Mitakshara slaw, “that the promissory 

Teme of securities to Sble Instruments Act; ie note formed part. of the joint property of the 
Falers of Siatesin India, tbe Governor General in family, and that the applicant is diairmsitic or 

y Council may, in respect of sole surviving male member of the fami 
aby Joan, issue to the ruler of any State in Ind Provided further that the issue of tg 
Government securities iu such form and subject joverntient promissory note in, eu case 
such conditions as to nogatialilitn, succession aud | shall not affect any claim which any. person 
other matters as may be prescribed. claiming through the deceased person shave in © 

8. Notwithstanding anything in the Negoe | respect of such promissory note sgainat th appli- » 

, li ble Instruments Act, | cant. 

Indorser ef Govern: J§S1, a person shall not, | (2) The prescribed officer may, on thé ‘applica- 
= mbar eg hy reseon only of his having } tion x Land holder of a bearer bond, on delivery of 
oramount thereof, dorsed w Government +eeor- | the rbond and on paymert of the pre-cribed 
ity, be liable to pay “an mey due, either as | fee, if any, issue the applicant a renewed 
principal or as interest, thereunder. bond. : 

9. (/ The signature of the person authorized | 12. (/) Where there is a dispute as to the 

Impression of signa: to sign Government securities | Renewal invcaye of title to a Government pro- 
ture on Gosernment cn bebalf of the Government | dispute us to title, mitsory note in respect. of 
securities. mav be printed, engraved or | which an application for renews) bas been made, 
lithographed, or impressed by such other mechani- | the prescribed oiticer may’— ae, 2 
cal procers;as the Governor General in Council (a) refuse to renew. such note vatil t 
mav dixect, on the securities. parties have obtained a decision as to — 

(2) A signature so printed, engraved, litholraph- title froma Court of competent juris= | 
ed or otherwise impressed #hall be as valid as if it diction, oft A { q 

. * 7 
*- | 
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consideration of the result 
thereof, declare by order in writing" 
which of the parties is in his opinion 
‘entitled to such note and may, after the 
expiration of three months from the 
date of ruch’ declaration, renew the 
- note in favour of stich party in accord- 
- aneeiwith the proyigions of seotion 11 
mnless within that’ period he has’ 
received notice that ings have 
been instituted by” any person in a 
‘Court of competent jiffisdiction for 
the purpose of estublishing a title to 
Ei ce’ te porpese of she: igquiey.nesrtsa 
cet or the pu of the inquiry referr 
to in <qubesection (1.9% dhe sreptibed’ officer, 
may himself record, or may teuest the District 
Magi to record or to have recorded, the 
whole cr any part of such, evidence _ the 
ie may produce. When such vl hat 
made to the District Magistrate, euchiMagis- 
‘trate may himself record or may direct any Magis 
trate of the first class subordifinte é him to'recordy 
(athe evidence, and shal! forward.a copy theteof to 
the prescribed officer. Bi 
Ffaplanation—For the purposes of this sub- 
section, the District Magistrate meaus, the Dis- 
trict Magistrate having jurisdiction in the place 
where interest on the recutity is payable and, 
| Where interest is payable at a presideney-town or 
| Rangoon, the Chief Presidency Magistrate, or at 
*a place ina State in India, the Politioul Agent. 
(8) The preecribed offer or any Magistrate 
acting under this section may, if he thinks dit, 
record evidence on oath. © 
13. (Z) The prescribed officer may, on the 
Jaane of converted, application of a person claim- 
eto,, securities. ing to te entitled ty a Gov- 
emment security or securities, on hein@ipaticfied 
of the justice ofthe claim and on delivery of the 
seouriiy or seourities receipted in the presoribed 
manner, and on payment of the prescribed fee, if 


pes? ) after such ingniry as is hereinafter provid- 
ary ed and 





, 


» 


or securities. 
2) The conversion, consolid itiomor sub-division 
referred gto in sub-section (/) may be into a 
security or securities of the rame or different 
classes or of the same or different loans. , 
(8) No such conversion, consolidation or sub- 
division shall affect the rights of any other person 
to tixe stenrity or securities so converted, conoli- 
dated orsub-dividéd, as against the person uron 
whose application such conversion, consolidation 
. or sub-division was made. 


Discharge. 


a 












Dissharge of bearer Government to the holder 
. bonds, ete. : of a bearer bond or. other 
| Government eecurity payable to bearer of the 
amount expr therein onffor after the date 
when it becomes*due, on renewal of a bearer 
bond. under. sub-section (2) of section 11, on 
a renewal of a Government promissory note under 
‘section 12, or on conversion, consolidation or 
subrdiviston of a bearer bond under section 13, the 
Governmeyt ‘shall be discharged in the same way 
and to the same extent us if such begrergbond, 
issory note other security were a pyro- 
ry note puyab e¢ to’ bearer : 

- Provided that, in the ease of a Government 
missory note renewed under section 12, nothing 






$$ *_—___—__- 









of the 
‘claims through a person who had no sueh notice, 


uplicute and renewed 
securities. 

issued onder section 11 or section 12 oma conyerted, 
consolidated or sib-divided security or securities has 
or 


. 


53 


im thisection shall be deemed to bar a claim 
against the Government in respect of atsecurity se 
reyewed by any person who either ’tad mo notice 
proceedings under that sectien, or who 





15. Save as provided in. section 14, when a 
Lischarge incase’ of uplicate security has been 
issued under section 10 or 
a renewed security has been 


have been issued-under section 13, the Govern- 


_ ment shall be discharged from all lisbility in respect 


_|S0f the security or securities in place of which a dupli- 


cate, renewed, converted, consolidated or sub-divided 





any, convert, consolidate or sub-divide the securicyy” 





14. On payment by or on behalf of the 


"security or securities has or have been issued — 


. *(@) inithe ease of a duplicate security after 
. the lapse” of six years from she date of 
©“) “the publication under sub-section (3) of 
section UW) of the ist in. which the secur- 

ity is‘firsts mentioned, or from the date 

of the last payment of interest on the 
original sechrity, whichever date is later ; 


* () in the c:soof a renewed, converted, con- 


soliduted or sub-divided security after the 
lapse of six years, from the date of the 
‘issue thereof, 


Summary procedure in certain cases. 


16 (1) If within three months of the death of 
. : a jerson who was entitled to 
H Procedure on desth g Government security or 
of holder of securities oes J 
notrxcerdingan nggre-, €eCurities (other than a 
g value of five security ‘payable to bearer) 
thousand rupees. the nominal or face value of 

«which does notin the eggre- 

gate execed five thousand rupeds, probate of 
the will or letters of administration of the estate 
of sucli person or @ certificate granted under the 
Succession Certificate Act, 159, is not produced yy of 198% 
to the prescribed officer, such officer may, after 
inguiry in the manner provided in sub-sections (2) 
and (3) of section 12, determine who is the persou 
entitled to the security or, securities or to adminis- 
ter the estate of the deveared, and may, 


(a) in the case of any euch security relating 
toa loan due for repryment, authorise 
payment of the amount due thereon to 


such person ; and 
(J) in the case of any such security titi’ 
a loan uot due for repayment, atthorice, 
in the case of a promissory note, the 
_ renewal of such promissory pote in 
favour of such person, or, in the casa of 
stock, the registration of the name 
of such persom in substitution for the 
*name ofthe deceased. 


Explanation.—Wherg a certificate has been 
gronted under the S' ecession Certificate Act, VII ef 1899, 
18), in respret of some only of the securities to 
which the deceased person was entitled, the ypro- 
visions of this sub-section shall apply when the 
value«f the remaining securities does not exceed 
five thousand rupees, \® 


* 


(2) Upon the payment or renewal of any pro- 
missory note i accordance with sub-section(Z), the 
Government shull be discharged from all liability 
in resp ct of the note so paid or renewed ; and 
ony substitution of names made ip accordance 
with clause (4) of sub-section (1) shall, for the 


‘ba “THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 12, 1919. 


ses of any claim against the Government, be 
pian to slave effected a valid transfer of the stock 
in respect of which it was made, 4 


(3) Any creditor or claimant against the 
estate of the deceased may, recover his debt or 
claim out of money paid to any person under ‘sub- 
section (1) and remaining in his hands unad- 
ministeted in the same manner and to the same 
extent as if the said person! Had obtained letters 
of administration of the, et, of the deceased, 
and nothing in this seotion shall affect any claim 
of an executor or administrator or other repre- 
sentative of the deceased against such person 
other than aclsim to recover amounts lawfully 

id by bin in due course of administration of 
the estate of the deceased. 


17. Where *a Government sequrity stands ip 
the name of or 1s held by “a 

minor or a person who is 
insane and incapable of 
managing his affairs, the 
fnierest accruing thereon,yor the cayital sum 
payable in 2 thereof on the maturity or dis- 
charge of the loan, shall be “paid in such manner 
ens may be prescribed, and on any payment being 
so made, the Government shall, notwithstanding 

any provision of any enactment to the contrary, 

be discharged from all liability in respect thereof. 


Payment in case of 
securities held by minors 
and lonatics, 


Indemnity. 


18. Notwithstanding anything’ in sections 2, 
, 11, 12 or 13, the preseri 
ny: officer. may in any~ 
arising under any of those sections— 


(7) issue a duplicate or renewed security or 
convert, consolidate or sub-divide a 
security or securities upon the appli- 
cant giving the prescribed indemnity 
against the claims of all persons 
claiming under the original security 
or under the security or securities so 
renewed, converted, consolidated or 

» sub-divided, as the case may be, or 


(i) refuse to issue a duplicate or renewed se- 
curity or to convert, consolidate or eub- 
divide a security or securitivs unless 
such indemnity is given. 


' Ingpection of registers, books and documents. 
29. ‘No%person shall be entitled to inspect, or 


to receive information de- 
rived from, any book, regis- 
: ter or other document kept 
or maintained by or on behalf of Government in 
relation to Government sécurities or any, Govern- 
ment security, save in such %ircumstances and 
manner and subject to such conditions as may 
be prescribed. | ‘ 


Inspection of docu- 
ments. 


Penalty, 


20. If an: person, for the purpose of obtaining 
e for himself or for'any other 

rsom payment of interest 
or of the capital sam oa 4 respect of any Gov- 
ernment sccunty, or the issue cf a duplicate 
seenrity, or the renewal, scnmgsion, consolidation 
or sub-division of a Government security or 
securities, makes to any authority under this Act 


Penalty. 


ua statement which is false and which he eitter 


-? persons applying for duplicate secur - | 





mt be execu’ 






























knows to be false or does not believe to be R 
he shall be punishable with imprisonment Pig.” 
term whieh may extend to six months, or with 
fine, or with both, 


Rules. (os 
21.(/) The Governor Genera\ in Goungil may, 


: 2 previous publication 
Power to make rifles: make palais tus the 
purposes of this Act. a % 


(2) In 
generality 
provide for 
namely :— 


‘ : = 
(a) the manner in which payment of interest — 
in respect of Government ‘securities is toy 
be recorded and acknowledged ; 


gf?) the circumstanees in which Government 
» securities must be renewed before fur-~ 
ther payment of interest thereon eam be 


clairhed ; ¢ + 
¢ 


 (¢) the form in which and “the conditigne’” 
: subject to which Coverntenthunaiil 
may be issued to the rulers of States 
an odin; 
(d) the feeg to be paid in respect of the fésne 
ot duplicate securities and of the renewak 


conversion, consolidation ang sub-diys 
sion of Government securities ey 


(e) the proof whith is to be produced by 


"pid and without prejudice to the 
rn 


e foregoing power, such rules may | 
to: any of the following matters 
ss Gat 


ties ; 


(f} the form and manner of publication of tho A 

notification mentioned in section 10 and 

Ptre period after which interest may br — 

paid ora dupligate security may be 

issued under that section, and the manner 

of publication of the list mentioned in 
sub-section (3) of that section ; 


(g) the officer who is to exereise all or any of 
the ers and to perform all or any of 
te ‘duties re’ toin seetions 10, ~ 
11, 12, 13; 16, ang 18 5 ‘ 


(A) the form in which securities delivered for 
discharge, renewal, conversion, consolida- - 
tion or subsdivision are to be receipted ; 


(é) the pergon to whom and the manner in 
whieh payments are to be made “in res- 

t of Government securities standing 

in the name of, or Meld by, minors or 
persons who are insaneand incapable of — 
managing their affuirs ; Fie 4 


\ 


(j) the taking of indemnities agai 
adverse ‘claims of third. parties 
persons receive payment of intenest — 


‘or ‘ef tho capital | due in respect of 
Government. securities, or who obtain 
duplicate, renewed, converted, consoli- 
dated or sub-divided securities ;_ 
(7, tite manner i which any. t 
es yal v7 ——. 


a ting to Gov 


Ter 





Indorsement on a rnment pr. 
note may, on the dof any 
who from sny cause is unable to” 


on bis bebalf : 








tv wo in the ease of between 1 











qualification ; 


q mode of attestatic of doeum nts 
2 tel ttn stook 5 si coat 
 o general lat ont wih the ,|. 
ee tof duplicate, renewed, contorted ; 
i SH ah ce aga 


' Goverfiment stock, » 


ke ‘effect as if enacted i in this Act, 
Repeate,, 


pasting s0 and Amending Act, 1914, as 


sLween any trustees or a8’! the n Securities Act, 1886, sball-ber 





* ie 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 


Tan existence of various defects and. doiihffal points in the present Inw regarding 

Government, (Act XIII of 1886) has for some time pointed to the necessity of 

overhauling Pores My that Act, in order that'the law governing such securities, and the 

procedure and rogalations ‘based thereon, may be better adapted to the requirements of modern 
conditions. The principal changes, introduced by this Bill are summarived below :— 

(a) To legalize certain ma in the existing practice and procedure which it is desirable 

to tain, but of which the peat basis ix at present doubtful ; . 

To obviate diffieulties aud delays which are at present linble to occur, in cases of 
or doubtful claims on promissory notes, in discovering who is the Governmet:t’s 
a one creditor in respect of such notes ; 
¥ (e) To relax the present procedure in cortain matters, such as receiving notice of a trust 
} and securities held by office holders ; and 
; (@) To i special fgeilities i in cases of small holdings of which the holder has died 
or ie a minor. 
" &. The lage of the Bill which introduce these changes are as follows :— 

ORS je t-4 This corresponds to section 4 of the existing Act, the rigidity of which hes 
| eaused much trouble in practice. The proviso to this clause ‘legalives the existing practice 
Regnting executors and administrators, while sub-clauses (/) and (m) of caure 21 (2) of the 
E will, im the case of Government. debt held in the form of stock, enoble various f 

ees ge Se “the matter of securities held in trast or in the name of 
holders (ether than the holders of « public office), which are not possible und.r the existing 
daw. 


v BS a 6 and 7 of the present Act. 
"Clause 7 is new and designed to legalise the present practice of issuing special notes to 
the Rulers of Indian States. 
Clauses 8, 9 ana 10 reproduce sections 9, 10 and 12 of the existing Act. 
to section 11 of the present Act, but contains « proviso legalising 


ich is at present followed regardin re Pi eit aa yr pea 
pent @ sud. ae (2) provides for the renewal cane bonds 


- Clause 12 introduces a definite ure in cases in which icici claims arise, and provides 

more expeditious disposal than is possible under the existing law, 

te ith Spe for the eonversion, consolidation or sub-division of Government seonri- 

t no specific provision exists. 

"yi t’s liability being discharged in the case of belie bonds 
‘ certain cases, of other securitics, on ment, renewal, sponversion, consolidation or 

we a while Siagnevion safeguards the Coosenn of third parties who may in be nga 

crores 6. asain under elauso 12, 
















half of the m ey in relation to any | 
elt baie oy pm} or of aay 
ing in ebbath ‘telating to Government 
mr affected with slide SUF fay trust or of. 
‘the fidaciary character of an stockholder or of any 
} fiduciary obligation at to the holding. ot, 


D and of powers of at-"| trust, inspec cae act 
nti 0 persons holding stock | otherwise than in accortance with the rules of law. 
as wition, of any particular ‘Rit ing the ty nape ay gn 


# Government stook, the | 
or myer csp condi | 8 coal a ay iy any gr A. 5 


(4) Rules mads onder this rection shall he poh- 
ished in the Gazette of India, and sball thereupon 


_ 22. On and from tlie, date on which thie Act 
thepitit comes into force, the Indian 
Seourities Act, 1856, and eo xy; ot 1880, 
a of the First and Second Schedules of the Re- 
‘to'X of 1014, 
* XIU of 1696, 


a 





